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PRE-SCHOOL  DIET 


How  our  children 
are  thriving  on 
junk  food,  page  6 


WIN  A HOLIDAY  A DAY 


You  could  set  off  for  a break 
in  Paris  this  evening 

Don’t  forget  your  passport  pl5 
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Time  to  drop  ‘doing  your  own  thing’ 

Blair  courts 
voters  with 
call  to  duly 

By  Nicholas  Wood,  chief  political  correspondent 


ALASTAIR  GRANT 


TONY  BLAIR  stepped  up  his 
campaign  to  win  over  the 
middie  class  last  night  with  a 
pledge  to  tackle  crime,  vandal- 
ism, truancy  and  drug  abuse 
by  emphasising  the  dudes  and 
responsibilities  of  every 
citizen. 

A Labour  government 
would  not  hesitate  to  evict 
antisocial  council  tenants  or  to 
prosecute  parents  of  persistent 
truants,  he  said,  and  it  was 
time  to  abandon  the  “do  your 
own  thing"  creed  of  the  liber- 
tarian Left. 

Giving  The  Spectator  lec- 
ture in  London.  Mr  Blair 
attacked  both  outdated  left- 
wing  thinking  and  the  “nar- 
row and  destructive"  individ- 
ualism of  the  Tories,  as  he 
declared  that  Labour  was 
reclaiming  ideas  such  as  duty 
and  responsibility  — mistak- 
enly ceded  to  the  Conserva- 
tives through  the  Thatcher 
era. 

Mr  Blair's  speech  wDl  be 
seen,  by  Tories  as  one  of  his 
most  audacious  attempts  to 
steal  their  clothes  after  his 
earlier  commitments  to  the 
market  economy  and  com- 
munity-based schemes  to  tack- 
le crime  as  well  as  a promise 
not  to  impose  penal  rates  of 
taxation.  He  has  also  shifted 
ground  on  grant-maintained 
schools,  league  tables  of  ex- 
amination results  and  nat- 
ional testing  of  pupils  — all 
policies  pioneered  by  the 
Conservatives. 

Last  night,  however.  Mr 
Blair  was  mindful  of  the 
Government’s  back-to-basics 
fiasco  as  he  emphasised  the 
duties  of  the  individual.  He 
was  not  talking  about  people’s 
personal  lives,  he  said,  “but 
about  their  responsibilities  to 
one  another  as  citizens". 

Labour  was  committed  to 
extending  opportunity  and 
ending  the  situation  where 
millions  of  people  lived  in 
poverty  with  no  stake  in 
society.  Butarthesametime.it 
would  demand  that  people 
showed  consideration  for  oth- 
ers; responsibility  should  be- 
come the  “fourth  R". 

For  example,  council  ten- 
ants who  made  their  neigh- 
bours’ lives  a misery  would 
not  be  indulged.  The  State  had 
a duty  to  provide  affordable 
rented  housing,  and  those 


Football  star 
critically  ill 

Davie  Cooper,  39,  the  Rangers 
winger  who  played  22  times 
for  Scotland  and  won  every 
domestic  honour,  was  in  criti- 
cal condition  last  night  after 
collapsing  with  a brain  haem- 
orrhage while  filming  a TV 
coaching  programme.  Page  40 


QHow  would  you  vote  if 
there  were  a genera] 
election  tomorrow? 

Labour  Conservative 

57%  . 25% 


.•me 


* 1 

3 Mli  J Dem  Vi?**- • v 

i 13% 

Labour  is  maintaining  its 
opinion  poll  lead,  according 
to  a MORI  poll  for  77»  Times 
last  weekend  showing  no  real 
recoveiy  in  support  for  the 
Conservatives  or  John  Major. 

The  figures  suggest  that  it 
would  be  suicidal  for  the 
Prime  Minister  to  call  an 
early  election:  his  party  shows 
support  of  25  per  cent,  up  a 
point  Labour  is  on  57  per 
cent  down  one  percentage 
point  since  late  February;  the 
Liberal  Democrats  have 
slipped  to  13  per  cent..Page  2 

housed  by  the  State  had  a duty 
to  behave  responsibly. 

“That  is  die  contract  Fam- 
ilies have  the  right  to  be 
housed.  But  they  do  not  have 
any  right  to  terrorise  those 
around  them,  be  it  with  vio- 
lence, racial  abuse  or  noise.  If 
tenants  do  not  fill  their  side  of 
the  bargain,  particularly  after 
repeated  warnings,  the  con- 
tract is  broken." 

Applauding  government 
moves  to  fine  people  who  kept 
their  neighbours  awake  with 
booming  hi-fis  and  rowdy  all- 
night  parties,  Mr  Blair  said 
that  action  was  also  needed 
against  those  who  failed  to 
control  their  children,  scat- 
tered rubbish  everywhere  and 
let  dangerous  dogs  roam. 

“Eviction  for  anti-social  ten- 
ants should  not  be  expensive, 
lengthy  and  wasteful,"  he 
said.  “The  answer  is  not  a 
general  reduction  in  tenants’ 
rights,  but  effective  action  to 
deal  with  those  tenants  who 


consistently  refuse  to  behave 
reasonably  and  make  life  a 
misery  for  those  around  them. 
We  will  examine  the  proce- 
dures for  taking  action." 

Parents  had  a duty  — to 
their  children  and  to  others  — 
to  ensure  that  their  offspring 
attended  school  and  did  not 
get  up  to  “mischief  or  worse". 
They  were  under  a legal 
obligation  to  ensure  atten- 
dance and  Labour  would  not 
be  squeamish  about  enforcing 
this  duty. 

“Parents  must  of  course  be 
warned  that  repeated  non- 
attendance  by  their  children  in 
school  can  lead  to  court. 
Children  have  a right  to 
education  and  it  is  up  to  the 
State  to  defend  their  interests." 

In  the  1970s  and  1980s.  the 
Conservatives  had  regarded 
the  notion  of  duty  as  their 
own.  “Now,  they  seem  neither 
to  understand  it  nor  act  upon 
itH 

But  duty  was  “an  esential 
Labour  concept"  at  the  heart  of 
creating  a strong  community 
in  which  individuals  could 
thrive.  The  old  Left  had  made 
the  mistake  of  confusing  a 
strong  society  with  an  over- 
bearing state  and  putting  the 
granting  of  rights  before 

responsibility. 

"People  need  rales  which  we 
all  stand  by,  fixed  points  of 
agreement  which  impose 
order  over  chaos."  But  that  did 
not  mean  a return  to  defer- 
ence, chaining  women  to  the 
kitchen  sink,  and  the  old  class 
structures. 

"Duty  is  the  cornerstone  of  a 
decent  society.  It  recognises 
more  than  self.  It  defines  the 
context  in  which  rights  are 
given.  It  is  personal,  but  it  is 
also  owed  to  society. 

“Respect  for  others,  respon- 
sibility to  them  is  an  essential 
prerequisite  of  a strong  and 
active  community. . .Duty  and 
civiJ  society  are  inseparable. 
Without  the  first,  the  second 
breaks  down;  without  the 
second,  the  first  is  an  idle 
dream.  By  uniting  the  two,  we 
can  overcome  the  central 
weakness  of  the  individualism 
of  the  new  Right,  while  avoid- 
ing the  pitfalls  of  the  old  Left" 

Politics,  page  9 
Peter  Ridden,  page  16 
Leading  article,  page  17 


Elizabeth  Hurley,  the  actress  and  Estee  Lauder  cosmetics  model  arrives  at  Southwark  Crown  Court  yesterday 

Liz  Hurley  tells  of  £10  mugging 


By  Michael  Horsnell 

ELIZABETH  HURLEY,  the 
actress  and  model,  was 
mobbed  by  cameramen  when 
she  returned  to  Britain  yester- 
day for  the  trial  of  four  girls 
accused  of  robbing  her  at 
knifepoint. 

Ms  Hurley,  29.  told  a jury 
how  she  pushed  through  the 
gang  of  four  who  had  pinned 
her  against  a wall  and,  after 
handing  oyer  a £10  note^  was 
saved  by  a passing  van  driver. 

“After  I ran  1 was  in  a blind 
panic  as  the  adrenalin  hit  me," 
she  said.  T was  shaking  like  a 
leaf.  I was  worried  for  my  own 
safety:  the  upset  came  later." 

Miss  Hurley,  the  much 
publicised  partner  of  actor 
Hugh  Grant  flew  in  for  the 
day  from  New  York  where  she 
is  engaged  in  a photo-shoot  for 
the  cosmetic  company  Estee 
Lauder,  with  which  she  has 
signed  a B-million  contract 

On  arrival  at  Southwark 
Crown  Court  she  was  mobbed 


by  over  50  cameramen.  Miss 
Hurley,  in  dark  glasses,  a 
black  designer  jacket,  tight 
blade  leggings  and  black 
boots,  looked  shaken  by  the 
welcome  and  remained 
trapped  for  two  minutes  by 
surging  pressmen  in  the  red 
BMW  in  which  she  had  been 
driven  from  Heathrow. 

Two  minders  accompany- 
ing her  eventually  forced  a 
path  through  them  into  the 
buil ding.  She  then  had  to  wait 
for  over  three  hours  before 
giving  evidence.  The  case  was 
opened  by  Richard  Onslow 
QC,  prosecuting. 

The  trial  of  the  girls  was 
brought  forward  to  ensure 
that  Miss  Hurley  could  be 
with  Mr  Grant  in  Hollywood 
for  the  Oscar  awards  ceremo- 
ny next  Monday. 

The  case  of  the  four  alleged 
muggers  is  expected  to  last 
three  days,  but  after  complet- 
ing her  evidence  yesterday 
Miss  Hurley  left  the  court 
under  police  escort  to  return  to 


Receivers  called  in  to  administer 
Vestey  family’s  business  empire 


By  Melvyn  Marckus,  Jon  Ashworth  and  Robin  Young 
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] UNION  International,  one  of 
the  pillars  of  the  wealthy 
Vestey  family’s  private  busi- 
ness empire,  crashed  into  re- 
ceivership yesterday. 

Bankers  had  threatened  to 
withdraw  facilities  unless  a 
receiver  was  appointed  to  JH 
DewhursL  the  300-strong 
butcher  chain  controlled  by 
Union.  Rather  than  accede  to 
the  request  Union  asked 
Lloyds  Bank  that  ir  should 
itself  be  put  into  receivership. 

The  collapse  marks  the  end 
of  a three-year  battle  by  the 
Vesteys  to  stave  off  receiver- 
ship. Lord  Vestey  and  his 
cousin.  Edmund,  acknowl- 
edged the  need  to  strengthen 
Union’s  management  three 
years  ago  when  Terry  Robin- 
son. a former  Lonrho  director, 
took  over  as  chief  executive. 

Following  a major 
reorganisation,  the  company 
turned  a 1991  loss  of  £102 
million  into  a pre-tax  profit  or 
£12.7  million  for  1992.  Last 
year’s  pre-tax  profits  were 
struck  at  £6.4  million. 

Mr  Robinson  reduced 
Union’s  debts  to  £100  million 
or  less,  prompting  one  banker 
with  no  exposure  to  Union  to 


comment  yesterday:  “The  tim- 
ing seems  strange.  The  banks 
are  flush  with  cash  and 
Union’s  debts  could  be  as  low 
as  £50  million." 

Since  Mr  Robinson'S  ap- 
pointment some  450  of 
Dewhurst  branches  were  axed 
at  the  cost  of  more  than  1,000 
jobs. 

However,  the  retail  chain 
was  unable  to  compete  with 
high  street  supermarket 
chains  such  as  Tesco  and 
Safeways. 

Union’s  decision  to  call  in 
receivers  was  made  at  a board 
meeting  at  its  Smithfield  head- 
quarters — dubbed  The 
Kremlin"  — yesterday  morn- 
ing. Lloyds  is  the  lead  bank 
among  Union’s  55  lenders. 


Tbe  directors  derided  that 
Union  would  be  “unable  to 
conclude  its  considered 
planned  strategy"  after  a re- 
ceiver was  appointed  to 
Dewhurst,  despite  having 
substantially  reduced  bank 
debt 

The  Vestey  empire,  built  up 
since  1897  when  two  brothers 
from  Liverpool  spotted  the 
potential  of  frozen  food  im- 
ports, expanded  into  every- 
thing from  cattle-ranching  to 
margarine  making,  and 
brought  the  family  a shipping 
line  and  insurance  businesses. 

The  secretive  Vesteys  have 
never  been  strangers  to  con- 
troversy. It  was  skilful  tax 
avoidance  which  helped  them 
accumulate  and  keep  vast 
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The  Dewhurst  high  street  diain  of  shops  has  been  nnahlp 
to  compete  with  supermarkets  in  the  battle  for  customers 


wealth.  Since  their  change  of 
fortunes  in  1991,  however,  the 
family  has  been  obliged  to  sell 
assets  including  its  Australian 
cattle  forms,  which  covered  an 
area  roughly  the  size  of 
Europe,  aim  to  axe  20.000 jobs 
worldwide. 

Union's  demise  coincides 
with  a long  running  feud 
between  Edmund  Vestey  and 
his  eldest  son,  Tim.  who  was 
effectively  bypassed  when  con- 
trol of  the  family  business  was 
given  to  two  younger  sons. 

Yesterday’s  events  represent 
a humiliating  blow  to  the 
Vesteys,  who  count  themselves 
among  Britain's  richest  and 
most  secretive  families.  Lord 
Vestey,  who  turned  54  on 
Sunday,  lives  cm  a 5,000-acre 
estate  m Gloucestershire  and 
until  recently,  devoted  a large 
part  of  his  life  to  polo  and 
horse  raring.  His  cousin,  Ed- 
mund, 63,  lives  in  Saffron 
WaJden,  Essex,  and  has  two 
other  addresses,  including  a 
100.000-acre  estate  in  Scot- 
land. Their  wealth  is  estimat- 
ed at  £600  million. 

Pennington,  page  23 

Four  generations,  page  25 


America.  Three  girls  have 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  stealing 
£10  and  a quantity  of  photo- 
graphs from  her  on  November 
23  last  year  as  she  walked 
back  to  her  home  in 
Kensington. 

They  are  Christina 
Guerrine,  18,  Carlene  Irving, 
18,  and  a 17-year-old  girl  who 
may  not  be  named.  A fourth 
girl,  also  aged  17.  has  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  charge. 

Miss  Hurley,  who  gave 
evidence  for  90  minutes, 
paused  only  to  ask  for  a glass 
of  water.  She  told  the  jury  of 
five  women  and  seven  men 
that  the  modem  happened 
whoi  she  had  left  her  office  in 
The  Little  Boltons  in  Chelsea 
at  about  7.15pm  after  she  had 
stopped  to  pick  up  some 
photographs  she  had  had 
developed. 

As  she  walked  with  a large 
black  bag  over  her  shoulder, 
she  heard  “loud  female  voices" 
behind  her  and  realised  that 
four  girls  were  walking  close 

VJ  wins  the 
day  over 
PC  lobby 

From  Ian  Brodie 
in  Washington 

IT  WILL  be  VJ-Day  after  all. 
The  White  House  has  aban- 
doned any  attempt  to  use  only 
politically  correct  diplomatic 
niceties  in  describing  the  50th 
anniversary  of  Japan’s  sur- 
render in  September. 

For  months  all  official  pro- 
nouncements in  Washington 
have  described  VJ-Day  as 
marking  the  “End  of  War  in 
the  Pacific”  or  "Victory  in  the 
Pacific”,  to  the  intense  foxy  of 
those  who  served. 

But  the  euphemisms  were 
put  in  their  place  yesterday 
when  President  Clinton’s 
spokesman.  Mike  McCurry, 
denied  that  die  Administra- 
tion was  trying  to  change  the 
name  to  bow  to  Japanese 
sensitivities.  "The  official 
name  of  the  commemoration 
is  the  VJ-Day.  end  of  the  war 
in  the  Pacific,  end  of  World 
War  II.”  be  said.  “It's  called 
VJ-Day.  ThaTs  what  it  is." 

The  Japanese  fed  singled 
out  because  VE-Day  — Vic- 
tory in  Europe  — does  not 
name  a specific  country.  Brit- 
ain uses  VJ-Day,  but  the 
Australians  have  agreed  to 
“Victory  in  the  Pacific  Day”. 


behind.  She  stepped  aside  to 
allow  them  to  overtake,  and 
when  they  were  about  six 
paces  ahead  she  crossed  the 
road,  only  to  realise  that  they 
too  had  crossed. 

They  suddenly  turned 
round  and  fenced  me,  so  there 
were  four  people  in  a semi- 
comer in  front  of  me,"  she 
said.  “One  of  them  said:  ‘Give 

Continued  on  page  Z col  5 


Sinn  Fein 
predicts 
talks  will 
start 
‘in  days’ 

By  Philip  Webster 
and  Nicholas  Watt 

THE  Northern  Ireland  peace 
process  was  on  the  verge  of  a 
new  breakthrough  last  night 
as  Sinn  Fein  predicted  it  could 
be  holding  talks  with  a British 
minister  within  days. 

The  claim  by  Martin 
McGuinness  that  discussions 
could  come  as  early  as  tomor- 
row was  made  after  a minister 
yesterday  met  loyalist  politi- 
cians with  links  to  Protestant 
paramilitaries  for  the  first 
time  since  last  years 
ceasefires. 

A 'engthy  meeting  between 
Michael  Ancram.  the  North- 
ern Ireland  political  develop- 
ment minister,  with  loyalist 
politicians  took  place  onfy  the 
day  after  they  had  given 
assurances  demanded  by  the 
Government  that  they  were 
ready  for  serious  discussions 
on  die  decommissioning  of 
weapons.  Last  night  it  ap- 
peared that  Sinn  Fein  was 
dose  to  giving  the  same 
guarantees. 

Mr  Ancram  said  that  Sinn 
Fein  was  “moving  towards 
giving  us  assurances"  and  Mr 
McGuinness.  speaking  in 
Dundalk,  said  Sinn  Fein  was 
prepared  to  discuss  anything 
— "including  the  decommis- 
sioning of  weapons". 

Downing  Street  said  that 
the  Government  had  not  yet 
received  the  commitment  it 
needed  from  Sinn  Ffein. 

Mr  McGuinness’s  confident 
prediction  that  a ministerial 
meeting  would  come  soon  was 
interpreted  as  meaning  that  he 
would  eventually  give  the 
Government  what  it  wanted. 

David  Trimble,  the  senior 
Ulster  Unionist  MP,  said  that 
the  Government  had  again 
shifted  its  position.  Mr  Major 
had  said  that  “huge  progress" 
would  be  needed  on  decom- 
missioning before  talks  could 
begin.  Todays  events  con- 
firm that  there  does  not  have 
to  be  a single  gun  surren- 
dered, not  a single  bomb,  not 

Continued  on  page  Z col  5 


Planning  for  independence 
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r.  avoid  save  you  literally,  thousands 
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The  MP’s  guide  to  doing  it  by  the  book 


On  a shelf  in  The 
Tunes’s  room  in  the 
Commons  sits  a slim 
blue  volume:  the  Register  of 
Members'  interests:  its  pur- 
pose “to  provide  information 
of  any  pecuniary  interest  or 
other  material  benefit  which  a 
Member  receives  which 
might  reasonably  be  thought 
by  others  to  influence  his  or 
her  actions,  speeches  or  voles 
in  Parliament,  or  actions  tak- 
en in  his  or  her  capacity  as  an 
MP".  In  general,  the  theory 
works.  Scandals  involving 
MPs'  interests  are  unusual. 
When  they  occur  the  register 
is  there  as' our  lodestar. 

But  of  course  financial 
scandals  are  hardly  the  fla- 
vour of  the  era.  It  is  sexual 
scandals  that  now  dominate 


the  media.  Could  the  flunking 
behind  the  register  have  a 
wider  application? 

Wild  horses  would  not  drag 
ho*  name  into  this  column, 
but  a respected  lady  Labour 
MP  has  put  to  me  an  intrigu- 
ing idea.  Wbai  Ms  Short  — 
oops — suggests  is  ingenious. 
To  lake  the  wind  from  Peter 
Tatchell’s  sails,  she  suggests, 
why  not  set  up  a Register  of 
Members’  Sexual  Interests* 

It  might  need  to  go  into 
many  volumes.  This  column 


MATTHEWPARRIS 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


proposes  that  as  with  the 
financial  register  that  in- 
cludes separate  sections  for 
“visits"  "shareholdings’’,  etc 
each  MPs  chapter  in  this 
register  would  indude  sec- 
tions. The  first  would  be 
"Orientation".  .This  would 


contain  simple  guidance: 
"straight",  “gay",  “lesbian", 
“bisexual" — or  “celibate"  (for 
Sir  Edward  Heath).  - 
There  would  need  to  be  a 
section  entitled  “Status". 
Here;  we  suggest,  the  MP 
should  say  whether  he  or  she 
had  a permanent  partner, 
whether  married,  whether 
keeping  a mistress  (or  a 
toyboy).  It  is  suggested,  too, 

that  m this  section  the  MP 
might  enter  any  daim  they 
wished  to  make  to  sexual 
fidelity.  An  absence  of  such  a 
daim  would  be  taken  to 


indicate  that  no  promises 
wore  to  be  implied. 

I think  there  mightalso  be  a 
“Special  Interests”  section. 
This  would  take  a similar 
form  to  the  "Hobbies”  ques- 
tion in  Who’s  Who.  It  is 
suggested  that  “research  assis- 
tants" would  not  be  a suitable 
entry  under  this  section.  For 
Mrs  Currie  the  thrill  of  swing- 
ing handcuffs  at  party  confer- 
ences is  probably  political;  I 
could  name  other  MPs,  how- 
ever, whose  interest  in  police 
weaponry  borders  on  the  ob- 
sessive This  would  also  be  the 


place  to  mention  Chelsea 
strips,  and,  in  the  case  of  one 
former  MP.  “rumpy-pumpy 
in  the  showers"  Just  as  the 
financial  register  contains  a 
section  for  foreign  visits,  so 
should  this  one.  It  would  not 
be  necessary  to  redte  what 
happened.  We  can  assume  it 
Still  for  decision  is  whether 
actual  occasions  as  well  as 
general  predilections  should 
be  declared.  In  order  to  con- 
fine our  register  to  one  book- 
shelf. I suggest  not 
Why,  you  ask.  should  MPs 
volunteer  to  the  press  the 
means  for  further  ridiculous 
stories?  You  misunderstand. 
The  purpose  is  to  kill  the 
hysteria,  not  to  feed  ct  to  take 
the  excitement  from  the  hunt, 
by  open  disclosure.  The  regis- 


ter would  be  published  on 
December  31,  on  the  morning 
the  New  Year  Honours  list  is 
declared.  The  effect  of  delug- 
ing the  media  with  so  many 
stories  all  at  once  would  be  to 
diffuse  the  focus  on  any 
individual  one:  an  editors 
nightmare. 

What  MPs  don’t  realise 
(and  for  a moment  I am 
serious)  is  that  nothing  more 
spoils  a reporter’s  day  than 
the  response  “so  what  else  is 
new?"  Fear  is  oxygen  to  an 
investigative  journalist  Like 
bullocks  in  a field,  reporters 
follow  anything  that  runs. 
Like  bullocks  in  a field,  they 
have  no  horns  but  once  mo- 
mentum has  built  up  they  will 
trample.  Those  too  craven  to 
stop  running  invite  their  fate. 


Tories  flounder  in 
poll  as  Labour 
consolidates  lead 


CRBPMBOOWBX 


By  Peter  Riddell  and  Nicholas  Wood 


LABOUR  has  consolidated  its 
large  opinion  poll  lead  over 
the  Tories.  A MORI  survey 
for  The  Times  shows  that 
support  for  the  Tories  and  the 
Prune  Minister  is  bouncing 
along  at  the  low  levels  of 
recent  months  and  there  is  no 
sign  of  recovery. 

The  latest  figures  suggest  it 
would  be  suicidal  for  Mr 
Majorora  successor  to  call  an 
early  election  but  Tony  Blair 
warned  the  Shadow  Cabinet 
last  night  that  the  Tories 
might  be  close  to  replacing 
John  Major  with  Michael 
Heseltine  and  calling  a snap 
election.  Kenneth  Clarke 
scorned  the  suggestion,  saying 
the  Government  would  see  out 
its  term. 

Mr  Blair  said  the  most 
likely  prospect  “is  that  the 
Government  will  go  full  term, 
but  their  discipline  is  so  seri- 
ously breaking  down  that  we 
must  be  prepared  for  any 
eventuality".  He  said  Labour 
was  looked  upon  as  a govern- 
ment-in-waiting and  the  de- 
bate over  danse  Four  had 
given  the  party  a great  deal  of 
momentum. 

MORI  shows  the  Tories  on 
25  per  cent,  up  a point  over  last 
month.  They  have  been  below 
30  per  cent  since  April  1993. 


Labour  is  on  57  per  cent  down 
one  point  since  late  February, 
around  its  high  levels  since 
last  summer.  The  Liberal 
Democrats  slipped  one  point 
to  13  per  cent  ' 

There  has  been  a very  slight 
increase  in  Mr  Major’s  per- 
sonal approval  ratings;  gener- 
ally and  among  Tory  support- 
ers. to  their  highest  level  since 
November,  but  these  are  mi- 
nor fluctuations. 

Mr  Blair’s  personal  rating 
has  risen  to  its  highest  since  he 
was  elected  Labour  leader. 


Blair  defied 
over  wages 


Trade  union  leaders  are  to 
set  a figure  for  a national 
minimum  wage,  against  die 
wishes  of  Tony  Blair.  The 
executive  committee  of  the' 
TUC  agreed  yesterday  to  fix  a 
precise  figure  in  doe  course, 
winch  John  Monks,  its  Gen- 
eral Secretary,  said  would  be 
before  the  next  election.  Mr 
Blau*  has  said  that  Labour 
will  introduce  a statutory 
mountain,  bat  that  its  level 
cannot  be  fixed  ahead  of 
economic  tircsunstances. 


More  than  half  the  public 
approve  of  his  performance, 
with  a fifth  disapproving. 

Many  Tories  believe  a drub- 
bing in  the  May  council 
elections  will  put  renewed 
pressure  on  Mr  Major  but  the 
Chancellor  dismissed  such 
talk.  While  backtracking  from 
his  pessimistic  assessment  last 
week:  that  political  recovery 
would  lag  far  behind  econom- 
ic recovery,  he  restated  that 
political  uncertainties  were 
undermining  the  pound. 

"We  have  a healthy  econom- 
ic recovery  ...  The  problem 
has  been  a slightly  political 
one:  political  uncertainties,  the 
framed  political  debate.  This 
is  mistaken.  The  Government 
is  going  to  stay  in  office  over 
the  next  couple  of  years." 

□ MORI  interviewed  a repre- 
sentative quota  sample  of 
1399  adults  a:  149  sampling 
points  across  Britain.  Inter- 
views were  conducted  face-to- 
face.  between  March  17  and 
20.  Voting  intention  figures 
exclude  those  who  say  they 
would  not  vote , are  undecided 
or  refuse  to  name  a party. 


Blair  speech,  page  I 
Politics;  page  9 
Peter  RiddeH  page  16 
Leading  artide.  page  17 


Some  of  the 400  soldiers  of  the  5th  Regiment  Royal  Artillery  who  left  Northern  Ireland 
yesterday  in  the  first  big  troop  withdrawal  since  the  paramilitary  ceasefires 
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a single  ounce  of  explosives. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  tell 
Michael  Ancram  you  are  pre- 
pared to  talk,  give  them  a form 
of  words,  and  the  Govern- 
ment's position  collapses  and 
he  rushes  into  talks.  This  week 
loyalist  paramilitaries,  next 
week  Sinn  Fein  IRA.” 

The  speed  of  the  Govern- 
ment’s meeting  with  represen- 
tatives of  the  Ulster  Demo- 
cratic Party  and  the  Prog- 
ressive Unionist  Party  took 
MPs  by  surprise.  Downing 
Street  confirmed  that  it  had 
received  the  commitment  the 
Government  required  only  on 
Tuesday. 

Mr  Ancram  was  in  upbeat 
mood  after  his  four  hours  of 
talks  at  the  Stormont  Parlia- 
ment building.  He  said:  “We 
had  a substantial  discussion 
on  an  exploratory  basis  on  the 
decommissioning  of  arms  and 
the  ways  decommissioning 
might  take  place." 

The  loyalists  claimed  that 
they  had  not  softened  their 


Ancram:  in  upbeat  mood 


stance  on  the  decommission- 
ing of  arms.  Billy  Hutchinson. 
of  the  Progressive  Unionists, 
who  have  links  to  the  Ulster 
Volunteer  Force,  said  that 
weapons  would  not  be  surren- 
dered until  trust  is  established 
between  loyalists  and  republi- 
cans. In  a significant  move, 
however,  he  said  the  party  was 
prepared  to  discuss  the  meth- 
ods and  modalities  of  arms 
surrender. 

Mr  Hutchinson  added  that 
he  did  not  discuss  the  actual 
surrender.  There  was  no  way 
that  we  said  guns  would  be 
taken  to  a certain  point  and  be 
destroyed.  We  talked  about 
the  legalities  of  it  — what 
happens  if  someone  moves 
guns  from  A to  B to  be  taken 
out  of  commission?  What  hap- 
pens to  those  people  who  are 
caught  with  those  guns?" 

Mr  McGuinness,  the  lead- 
ing Sinn  Fein  member,  said 
last  night  that  he  expected  to 
meet  a minister  shortly.  “I 
think  the  expectation  of  most 
people  will  now  be  that  the 
British  Government  will  de- 
cide to  send  a minister  to  meet 
Sinn  Fein." 

Mr  McGuinness,  who  has 
been  leading  the  Sinn  Fein 
delegation  in  its  exploratory 
talks  with  Government  offici- 
als. dismissed  Mr  Ancram 's 
demand  for  further  assur- 
ances on  the  decommissioning 
of  weapons. 

He  said:  “I  am  not  actually 
sure  that  is  their  position.  I | 
think  we  have  to  wait  and  see 
the  content  of  {his]  letter,  but  j 
my  expectation  would  be  that  I 
the  British  Government  will 
recognise  that  if  this  process  is 
to  move  on  then  ministers 
must  be  involved  with  Sinn 
Fein." 


Complaints  up  135% 
since  NHS  reforms 


Complaints  about  the  National  Health  Service  have  more 
fran  doubled  since  the  launch  of  the  Government’s  reforms 
in  1991,  latest  figures  show.  More  than  87,000  patients  made 
written  complaints  about  hospital  treatment  in  1993-94.  a 48 
per  cent  rise  on  the  year  before-  In  1990-91  the  figure  was 
37,000.  A further  4500  people  made  formal  complaints 
about  GPs  last  year.  „ , , . 

Virginia  Bottomfev.  the  Health  Secretary,  defended  the 
rise,  saying  the  Patient’s  Charter  had  ensured  that  the 
public  were  "no  longer  passive  recipients  of  care”.  She  also 
announced  a new  complaints  system,  including  giving  the 
XHS  ombudsman  power  to  consider  clinical  complaints. 


fra 


Mrs  Mellor ’s  decree  nisi 


Mrs  Judith  Mellor.  right, 
the  wife  of  David  Mellor. 
the  former  Heritage  Secre- 
tary, has  obtained  a decree 
nisi  at  the  High  Court  in 
London.  Mrs  Mellor.  45. 
who  married  the  MP  for 
Putney  in  1974.  must  wait 
six  weeks  for  a decree 
absolute.  The  couple,  who 
have  two  sons,  decided  to 
divorce  after  Mr  Mellor 
disclosed  that  he  was  hav- 
ing a relationship  with  Lady 
Penelope  Cobham. 


A nation  on  computer 


Details  of  every  person  in  Britain  will  be  held  on  a new 
database  being  prepared  as  part  of  an  overhaul  of  national 
insurance  records.  The  name,  date  of  birth,  sex,  marital 
status,  income  and  employment  history  of  every  man  and 
woman  over  16  will  be  recorded.  The  database  will  also 
indude  the  reference  number  given  to  every  newborn  child 
and  details  about  child  benefit  Such  a store  of  information 
could  form  the  basis  of  an  identity  card  system  currently 
being  discussed  by  ministers. 


Rail  tunnel  rejected 


A plea  for  die  £2.9  billion  Channel  Tunnel  rail  link  to  go 
through  a five-mile  tunnel  under  the  Boxley  Valley  in  Kent 
an  area  of  outstanding  natural  beauty,  was  rejected  by 
MPs  yesterday.  Sir  Tony  Durant  chairman  of  the 
Commons  select  committee  examining  the  Channel  Tunnel 
Rail  Link  BilL  said  the  case  for  the  locally  backed  proposal 
had  not  been  proved.  Its  cost  has  been  estimated  at  between 
£75  million  and  £120  million,  depending  upon  whether  a 
single-bore  or  twin-bore  tunnd  is  required. 
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Stephen  Fry  in  hospital 


The  actor  Stephen  Fry  is  bring  treated  for  depression  at  the 
£395  per  night  CromweQ  Hospital  in  Kensington,  west 
London,  his  agent  confirmed  last  night  Mr  Fry  returned  to  - 
Britain  at  the  weekend  after  four  weeks  abroad.  The  WesfcS 
End  play  Cell  Mates,  which  he  left  after  three  dajs  after 
j unflattering  reviews,  is  to  dose  on  Saturday  with  estimated  : 

\ losses  of  £300.000.  The  play’s  author  Simon  Gray  accused 
I Fry  of  behaving  “in  the  most  cowardly  fashion’*. 


r.ou^r.i- 
In:  ~l. 
anoih.r  icy  r. 
ctncrec 

rniilior.  rr.'.TZi. 
■■■•/iring  i ?'•; 


Dinosaur  feeding  habit 
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The  20-ton  dinosaur  Diplodocus.  above,  may  have  used  its 
peg-like  teeth  like  a rake  to  strip  leaves  from  trees, 
according  to  two  Cambridge  scientists.  Paul  Barrett  and 
Paul  Upchurch  daim  in  New  Scientist  that  this  would 
explain  the  mysterious  wear  marks  on  the  outride  of  the 
from  teeth  of  the  dinosaur.  The  Diplodocus  would  have 
had  to  feed  this  efficiently  to  obtain  the  300kg  of  leaves  it 
needed  a day  to  maintain  its  weight. 


Sumo  statue  beheaded 


Vandals  decapitated  a second  sculpture  in  Scotland,  days 
after  a similar  attack  on  a Henry  Moore  bronze.  A severed 
head  from  David  Mach's  Sumo  Wrestlers,  on  display  at 
Leith  Docks.  Edinburgh,  was  found  on  a bench.  The  15ft 
statue  used  to  stand  outside  Easton  station  in  London. 
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Fire  helmet  safety  row 
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The  Fire  Brigades  Union  has  attacked  a decision  by 
councillors  in  Cheshire  to  scrap  the  traditional  fireman’s 
helmet  left  and  spend  £100.000  on  a high-tech  French 
version,  right  The  county  con  aril  will  vote  next  week  on 
buying  the  helmets,  which  have  built-in  goggles,  a heat-, 
reflective  visor  and  attachments  for  a microphone  and 
earpiece.  Dave  Higgs,  union  spokesman,  said:  “The 
helmet  does  not  meet  the  British  standard.  It’s  disgraceful 
that  Cheshire  is  prepared  to  buy  equipment  that  does  not 
meet  safety  standards.” 


To  celebrate  the  launch  of  our  Spring  Furniture  and 
Homewares  range,  we  are  offering  certain  items  at  special  prices. 
Find  them  and  reap  the  rewards  of  your  discovery. 


Hurley  testifies  at  mugging  trial 
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us  your  money.’  The  girl  on  my  right  was 
white  with  short  dark  hair,  and  there 
were  three  black  girls,  one  bigger  and  two 
smaller  ones. 

“They  closed  ranks  and  looked  aggres- 
sively at  me.  1 was  stunned.  I think  1 said 
something  probably  rather  stupid  like:  ‘is 
this  a joke?1  They  all  seemed  to  speak,  the 
upshot  being  ho,  it  wasn’t  a joke.  One  of 
the  girls  said:  ‘It’s  not  a joke,  she's  got  a 
knife.’ 

“1  looked  down  and  saw  the  second  girl 
on  tiie  left,  had  a knife  pointing  at  my 
stomach  about  an  inch  away." 

Miss  Hurley  added:  “At  that  stage  The 
girl  probably  on  my  right  said:  'And  she 
will  use  it.  you  know.’TTie  girl  the 


knife  said  something  like:  'How  would 
you  like  to  be  stabbed  with  this,  how 
would  you  like  me  to  stab  you?*  They  were 
very  dose." 

Hurley  said  it  was  probably  a six-inch 
kitchen  knife.  A knife  was  shown  to  the 
juiy  later. 

Miss  Hurley  says  she  unzipped  her 
shoulder  bag  and  handed  over  a £10  note: 
“They  sort  of  sneered  and  said:  That  is 
not  enough.’  They  said  something  like: 
*We  can’t  even  get  some  Big  Macs  with 
that:  Give'  us  some  more  or  give  us  your 
purse.’" 

At  that  point.  Miss  Hurley  alleged,  she 
could  no  longer  tolerate  being  held 
against  the  wall  and  pushed  her  attackers 
aside  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  But  as 


she  did  so  one  of  them  lunged  at  her  and 
grabbed  a plastic  carrier  bag  from  foe 
holdall  she  was  carrying  which  contained, 
the  photographs  she  had  collected  earlier. 

She  ran  into  the  road  and  stopped  a - 
van.  The  driver  got  out  to  pursue  the  four 
girls,  who  ran  off. 

Meanwhile  Joanna  Brown,  a children's  - 
nanny  living  on  the  third  floor  of  a house.  ■. 
in  The  Little  Boltons,  intervened  toted  her 
that  she  had  seen  what  had  happened,  , 
and  that  she  had  telephoned  the  police.  . 

Ms  Brown  told  Ms  Hurley  that  .she  , 
could  use  her  telephone  to  make  a furtiteT  .. 

999  call  if  she  wished.  Vj’  '• 

Miss  Hurley  said:  T was  stunned-  - 
Stunned  and  very  nervous.”  - 
The  trial  continues  today.  X, 
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Evidence  ‘oppressive  and  unmanageable’ 

Judge  abandons 
fraud  trial  at 
cost  of  £2  million 


By  Frances  Gibb 

LEGAL  CORRESPONDENT 

A SIX-MONTH  fraud  trial 
costing  an  estimated  E2  mil- 
lion collapsed  yesierdav  when 
the  judge  ruled  that  the  evi- 
dence was  too  difficult  for  the 
jury  to  understand. 

Judge  Crowthefs  decision 
to  discharge  the  jury  of  seven 
men  and  Qve  women  at 
Newport.  Gwent,  came  after 
defence  barristers  argued  that 
the  enormous  amount  of  evi- 
dence had  become  “oppressive 
and  unmanageable".  MPs 
called  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
collapse,  which  will  reopen  the 
debate  on  whether  fraud  cases 
are  suitable  for  juries. 

The  case,  in  which  seven 
businessmen  had  denied 
charges  of  conspiracy  to  de- 
fraud, could  not  be  "tried  in 
existing  court  premises  in 
South  Wales  and  an  office 
block  was  hired  for  £160,000. 
Three  weeks  and  £40.000 
were  spent  fitting  out  the 
former  Marconi  offices  as  a 
Crown  Court,  with  pine 
panelling  and  computer 
screens.  Four  warehouse 
rooms  were  set  aside  to  store 
the  mountain  of  papers. 

On  discharging  the  jury 
from  giving  verdicts,  the  judge 
said  that  he  could  not  know 
whether  the  jury  would  under- 
stand enough  evidence  to  be 
capable  of  reaching  a proper 
verdicL  Yesterday,  one  of  the 
defendants.  Chris  O’Calla- 
lan,  an  investment  broker 
1 Cardiff,  claimed  the  case 
was  so  baffling  that  he  had 
seen  two  jurors  playing 
noughts  and  crosses. 

The  trial,  which  had 
another  four  months  to  run. 
centred  on  an  alleged  £8.5 
million  mortgage  fraud  in- 
volving a plot  to  buy  four 


houses  in  Belgravia,  west 
London,  owned  by  the  Duke  of 
Westminster,  as  an  embassy 
for  the  Malaysian  Govern- 
ment. The  defendants  were 
said  to  have  inflated  die  values 
of  properties  in  the  area  using 
bogus  surveys.  Ail  denied  the 
charges. 

Roy  Hughes,  Labour  MP 
for  Newport  East  condemned 
the  decision  to  abandon  the 
trial.  This  is  a total  waste  of 
taxpayers'  money  and  1 will  be 
raising  this  with  the  Lord 
Chancellor.'’  he  said.  Ahrn 
Michael.  Opposition  home  af- 
fairs spokesman,  is  asking 
ministers  and  the  Crown  Pros- 
ecution Service  to  hold  an 
inquiry. 

Crown  Court  trials  cost  on 
average  £7.500  a day,  al- 
though fraud  trials  are  far 
more  expensive  because  of  the 
huge  volume  of  evidence  in- 
volved and  the  frequent  need 
to  collect  it  as  in  this  case, 
from  overseas.  The  Lord 
Chancellor’s  Department’s 
costs  in  running  the  trial  are 
estimated  to  be  some  £12 
million,  with  the  rest  of  the  £2 


million  accounted  for  in  legal 
aid  fees. 

Over  the  past  few  days 
defence  barristers  argued  that 
the  case  had  become  “oppres- 
sive and  unmanageable”. 
Judge  Crowther  admitted  that 
his  summing  up  alone,  had 
the  trial  continual  to  its  con- 
clusion in  July,  would  have 
taken  14  days.  Before  dis- 
charging the  ]ury.  he  said  he 
wanted  to  avoid  an  “expensive 
disaster",  but  he  said  it  was 
his  "very  reluctant  duty”  to 
direct  the.  jury  to  acquit  the 
seven.  He  doubted  jurors 
would  comprehend  or  remem- 
ber much  of  the  evidence  by 
the  time  they  retired  in  July  or 
August 

The  judge  directed  the  jury 
to  bring  in  not-guilty  verdicts 
on  Khanwal  Dhiman.  53,  a 
financier,  of  Crowborough. 
East  Sussex,  charged  with 
obtaining  money  by  deception 
from  a Building  society,  and 
Robert  Couzens,  46.  a survey- 
or, from  Pinner,  northwest 
London,  for  conspiracy  to 
defraud.  He  then  discharged 
the  jury  from  giving  verdicts 
against  six  defendants  also 
charged  with  conspiracy,  in- 
cluding Mr  Dhiman.  The 
charges  remain  on  the  file. 
The  Crown  Prosecution  Ser- 
vice is  expected  today  to  decide 
whether  to  discontinue  all 
charges. 

The  other  five  were  Mr 
O’Callaghan,  37,  a former 
Cambridge  rugby  blue  and  an 
investment  broker,  of  Atlantic 
Wharf.  Cardiff:  Kenvyn  Rees 
Jones,  54.  businessman,  of 
Barry.  South  Glamorgan:  Stu- 
art Wren.  43.  business  agent 
of  Chislehurst  Kent;  and  Sam 
Subramanian,  47.  and  his 
brother  Kanaga.  48,  company 
representatives,  of  Wembley, 
northwest  London. 


Computerised  evidence 
speeds  course  of  justice 


By  Frances  Gibb 

LEGAL  CORRESPONDENT 

A JUDGE,  who  presided 
over  a successful  £43  mflUon 
mortgage  fraud  trial  last 
year,  yesterday  defended  the 
ability  of  jurors  to  follow 
complex  cases  if  the  evidence 
was  computerised. 

Judge  May  said  that  die 
use  of  a document  retrieval 
system  to  store  17,000  core 
files  on  compact  discs  had 
saved  mud)  time  and  money 
during  the  trial  of  Roy  Whar- 
ton. chairman  of  Casdegale 
Securities,  who  was  sen- 
tenced to  five  years  by  Oxford 
Crown  Court  in  October.  He 
had  been  found  guilty  of  de- 
frauding 100  mainly  elderly 
investors  out  of  their  savings. 

For  the  first  time,  me 
jurors,  judge,  counsel,  solid- 
tors  and  witnesses  were  able 
to  view  evidence,  graphics 
and  videos  on  screen.  Bat  die 
Serious  Fraud  Office  has 
refused  to  allow  publication 
of  research  conducted  among 
the  jurors,  despite  over- 
whelming support  for  the 
technology.  . 

Judge  May  said:  “The  time 


Judge  May:  high-tech  aid 


savings  were  significant  It 
meant  that  die  jury  and 
others  were  not  regularly 
spending  time  looking  for 
numerous  documents  in  bun- 
dles. The  trial  lasted  four 
months  but  1 estimate  the 
time  saved  because  of  the 
technology  was  some  25  to  30 
per  cent" 

The  system,  produced  by 
Legal  Technologies,  enabled 
counsel  to  take  home  17,000 
documents  and  90  graphics 
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stored  on.  their  laptop  com- 
puters — die  equivalent  of  88 
Lever  Arch  files.  They  could 
then  review  the  evidence 
overnight  and  save  delays 
during  court  time. 

There  was  also  automatic 
daily  transcription  by  com- 
puter of  the  proceedings, 
saving  the  need  for  lawyers 
or  the  judge  to  take  notes. 

Judge  May  said:  “The  si- 
multaneous transcription  en- 
abled witnesses  to  give  their 
evidence  fredy  without  con- 
stant interruptions.”  Juries 
were  helped  by  having  key 
parts  of  the  document  high- 
lighted for  diem  on  the 
screen,  he  added. 

"With  this  kind  of  technol- 
ogy. I believe  a jury  would  be 
well  able  to  follow  a complex 
fraud  case.”  Judge  May  said. 

For  the  first  time,  tentative 
jury  research  was  conducted 
during  the  trial.  Jurors  were 
asked  to  fill  in  a question- 
naire on  whether  they  found 
the  technology  usefrzL 

Their  verdict  was  extremely 
positive.  The  Serious  Fraud 
Office,  however,  has  refused 
to  allow  the  findings  to  be 
published. 

Hatton  all 
smiles  after 
acquittal 

By  Kate  Alderson 

DEREK  HATTON,  the  for- 
mer deputy  leader  of  Liver- 
pool council,  was  acquitted 
yesterday  of  stealing  a £45,000 
horsebox  and  making  a false 
insurance  daim. 

Mr  Hanon.  47.  gasped  in 
relief  at  the  verdict.  Smiling 
and  winking,  he  turned  to  the 
jury,  which  had  deliberated 
for  almost  six  hours,  and 
mouthed:  Thanks  very 

much." 

After  this  second  Crown 
Court  acquittal  in  two  years, 
Mr  Hatton  stood  on  the  steps 
of  Manchester  Crown  Court 
and  praised  his  “wonderful" 
legal  team,  jolting:  “O  J.  Simp- 
son has  just  been  on  the  phone 
asking  for  their  numbers." 

Referring  to  his  trial  at 
Mold  Crown  Court  in  1993. 
when  he  was  acquitted  of 
conspiracy  to  defraud  Liver- 
pool City  Council,  Mr  Hatton, 
of  Wavertree.  Liverpool,  said: 
“These  are  the  13th  and  14th 
charges  where  I have  had  to 
prove  my  innocence.  I hope  it 
is  the  end.” 

A business  associate,  David 
Godsell,  39.  was  found  not 
guilty  of  theft  and  of  aiding 
and  abetting  the  horsebox 
insurance  claim. 
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Trainee  invited 
for  coffee  loses 
sex-bias  claim 


By  Kathryn  Knight 


Anita  Gaze  refused  an  invitation  to  an  executive's  hotel  room.  She  later  lost  her  job 


A WOMAN  who  claimed 
that  she  was  sacked  by  the 
Abbey  National  after  refus- 
ing an  invitation  to  an  execu- 
tive's hotel  room  lost  her 
sex-discrimination  case 
yesterday. 

Anita  Gaze,  30,  a trainee 
financial  adviser,  alleged  that 
David  Moseby,  43.  a branch 
manager  with  the  bank,  had 
invited  her  for  coffee  and  “to 
see  what  dse  might  pop  up” 

after  celebrations  to  mark  the 
end  of  a six  week  training 
course. 

Mrs  Gaze,  of  Moortown. 
Dorset  claimed  that  the  next 
day  he  foiled  her  in  her 
building  society  examina- 
tions. Earlier  be  had  praised 
her  selling  skills.  She  was 
subsequently  sacked  from 
her  post  at  the  branch  in 
Wimbomc,  Dorset 

An  industrial  tribunal  in 
Southampton  ruled  yester- 
day that  Mr  Mosebys  invita- 
tion to  coffee  was  defnered  as 
“lighthearted  banter”  and 
that  his  marking  of  Mrs 
Gaze's  aagaanwn  was  accu- 
rate and  fair.  Mrs  Gaze  said 
that  she  was  “numb  with 
shock"  at  the  finding. 

She  had  alleged  that  Mr 
Moseby  "stared  menaringfy" 
at  her  when  she  refused  Us 

inwhlimi  m a liftaliwilinhig 
and  drinking  with  other  em- 
ployees at  an  hotel  in  Cardiff. 
She  said  that  he  had  criti- 
cised marriage  and  the  Ab- 
bey National  to  her.  She  had 
been  married  for  only  two 
months  at  die  time.  Mr 


Moseby.  manager  of  the 
bank’s  Taunton  branch,  who 
has  worked  for  Abbey  Nat- 
ional for  21  years,  denied  ail 
foe  allegations.  He  said  that 
he  had  Invited  Mrs  Gaze  for  a 
enp  of  coffee  but  his  comment 
was  a flippant  one.  made  as  a 
joke. 

He  told  the  tribunal:  “l  was 
due  to  assess  her  the  follow- 
ing day  and  foe  asked  how 
die  could  be  sure  of  passing. 
Taken  out  of  context  my 
answer  may  seem  strange. 
But  I said,  “We  can  talk  about 
it  over  a cup  of  coffee  later.* 
It  was  said  in  a flippant 
context” 

In  its  findings  the  tribunal 
said:  “We  are  aware  tbal  even 
jocular  approaches  ran,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  recipient 
amount  to  discrimination  if 
they  are  unwarranted  and 
unwished  for.  We  find  as  a 
fad  in  this  case  that  this  was 
all  part  of  the  lighthearted 
banter  of  which  the  applicant 
was  wefl  aware  and  so  took  it 
at  the  time ...  The  probability 
is  that  she  now  seeks  to 
explain  her  own  shortcom- 
ings in  foe  assessment  by  foe 
suggestion  that  it  was  deliber- 
ate down-marking  by  Mr 

Moseby  because  site  shunned 
his  proposition.” 

A spokesman  for  foe  bank 
said  last  night:  “This  has  put 
a great  deal  of  stress  on  Mr 
Moseby-  He  is  very  pleased 
and  feds  foa«  be  has  been 
totaPy  vindicated.  His  future 
with  the  Abbey  National  has 
always  been  totally  assured." 
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An  excellent  mortgage  deal  is  now  within  easy  reach  from  Abbey  National  Direct.  If  you  are 
looking  for  a minimum  loan  of  £30,000  and  you  have  a deposit  of  5%  or  more  we  can  offer  you 
a discounted  variable  rate  mortgage  at  5.8%  6.0%  APR  until1 3rd  June  1997. 

We  will  also  contribute  up  to  £820  towards  your  moving  costs. 

To  get  things  moving  just  call  Abbey  National  Direct  anytime  between  9.00am  - 9.00pm, 
Monday  to  Friday,  quoting  reference  A3 1 1 . 

• national 
ft  DIRECT 

The  habit  of  a lifetime 


Thr  i air  quoted  aboir  Tar  a duavinlcH  mortgigr  is  jiaiUblr  where  The  deposit  exceeds  5%  <»  a percentage  oT lhc  purchase  price  or  valuation,  whichever  is  (hr  lower).  These  offer*  are  subject  lo  availability  anJ  may  he 
withdrawn  at  in  t(m».  A,  a"  condition  of  ihi,  loan,  ibr  mortgage  mun  remain  al  lhc  standard  wrtablr  rate  for  two  years  after  the  discount  period.  A charge  equivalent  lo  the  discount  rescued  will  hr  payable  if  before 
1.0.99  you  either  rrdrrm  the  mortgage,  make  capital  repayments  or  ton. err  the  mortgage  from  variable  rate  lerms.  The  £820  saving  (Mortgage  Botins)  Is  based  on  a homeowner  with  an  earning  Abbey  National  mortgage 
baying  ihelr  next  home  with  a \ariablr  rale  mortgage  and  consists  of  a valuation  of  up  to  £320  and  up  to  £500  towards  legal  fees  (other  borrowers  may  claim  op  to  £300  towards  legal  fees).  Typical  example  for  a 2.54N 
diinunt  oil  our  standard  variable  rale  of  8.  HN  8.7%  APR  until  J.6.97:  a couple  [Male  and  female),  turn  smokers,  aged  29,  applying  for  an  endowment  mortgage  of  £60,000  on  a purchase  price  of  180.000,  serurrd  orrr 
25  years.  300  mnnrhk  interest  pavnu-nts  of  (.268.25  net  of  la*  relief  (based  on  1 5%  MIRAS)  plus  thr  final  rcparmcni  of  160,000  capital.  300  monthly  cndimmcai  premiums  of  £86.05.  Total  amount  payable  1147, 373.05 
include-,  £50  deeds  handling  fee  charged  on  redemption.  Example  calculated  at  5.89*  for  the  full  mortgage  term.  6.0%  A HI.  No  areouot  has  been  taken  or  any  change  m interest  rales.  In  this  example,  from  3.6.97  uur 
normal  variable  rate  will  apply  which  may  resull  in  an  increase  in  tbc  munlhlv  repay  menu.  All  APR*  arc  trpkal  and  variable.  The  application  deadline  for  the  Hume  Buyers  and  Mortgage  Bonus  parLign  lx  1 .0.95. 
Completion  not  takr  place  by  1 .9.95.  Proof  of  paid  legal  fees  must  be  submitted  by  10. 1 1 .95  to  Halm  ibe  Mortgage  Bonus.  A charge  equivalent  lo  the  Mortgage  Bonos  will  be  made  if  the  mortgage  is  redeemed  before 
31. 5.98.  Mortgages  require  a charge  oier  lhc  property  and  In  the  case  of  an  endowment  mortgage  an  endowment /life  policy  for  Ac  amount  of  the  advance  and  a charge  oter  the  pulley.  AH  loans  subject  to  status  and 
valnalion  and  are  not  nailable  to  persons  under  I S years.  A High  Loan  Tn  Value  Fee  will  akn  he  required  If  the  loan  exceeds  75*6  of  the  property's  saltation  (nr  in  certain  eases  the  purebair  price,  whichever  h the  lower). 
Wc  rrqulrc  the  proper n to  be  injured.  It  not  insured  through  us.  we  reaervr  tbc  right  lo  charge  an  administration  fee  of  £25.  Abbey  National  pic.  Abbey  House.  Baker  Siren.  London  NWl  6XL.  United  Kingdom 

YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT 

ABBEY  NATIONAL  PLC,  WHICH  IS  REGULATED  BY  THE  PERSONAL  INVESTMENT  AUTHORITY,  ONLY 
SELLS  ITS  OWN  LIFE  ASSURANCE,  PENSION  AND  UNIT  TRUST  PEP  PRODUCTS. 
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24  HOUR  TEST  DRIVE  OFFER  ONLY  OPEN  tO  DRIVERS  AGED  23  TO  70  WHO  HOLD  A FULL  VALID  UK  DRIVING' LICENCE  FOR  OVER  1 TEAR.  OFFER  NOT  AVAILABLE  IN  NORTHERN  IRELAND.  DRIVERS  CONVICTED  Of  A MAJOR  DRIVING  OFFENCE  I NT  ME  ^SJ  nvEJFEARS  ARE  AUTi'MAIicallY  EXCLUDED  A LOAN  AGREEMENT  MUSYbT 
COMPLETED  BY  EVERY  DRIVER  PRIOR  TO  THE  TEST  DRIVE  THE  PARTICIPANT'S  EXISTING  CAR  MUST  BE  NO  MORE  THAN  FIVE  TEARS  OLD  |G  REG  » AND  IN  GOOD  CONDITION  AND  SHOULD  BE  LEFT  WITH  THE  DEALER  FOR  THE  DURATION  OF  THE  TEST  DRIVE.  TEST  DRIVE  RESTRICTED  U«  A MAXIMUM  or  150  MILES  iTHEPE  WILL  BE  A CHARGE 

IF  THIS  IS  EXCEEDED!  OFFER  IS  FOP  ALL  306  MODELS  EXCLUDING  30G  XSi.  S16  AND  CABRIOLET  AND  RUNS  FROM  22  2 95  TO  30  4 OS  A(  L CALLS  ARE  CHARGED  AT  A LOC At  BATE. 
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Press  intrusion  will  deter  talented  people  from  taking  public  office,  says  Chancellor 

Clarke  condemns  ‘absurd’ 
hounding  of  Pennant-Rea 


By  Nicholas  Wood,  chief  political  correspondent 


KENNETH  CLARKE  said 
yesterday  that  ii  was  “absurd" 
that  Rupert  Pennant-Rea  had 
been  hounded  out  of  the  Bank 
of  England  by  press  disclo- 
sures about  his  private  life. 

The  Chancellor  added  his 
voice  to  those  of  senior  Tories 
who  said  that  the  present 
unforgiving  climate  would 
make  it  harder  to  find  talented 
people  prepared  to  accept 
public  office.  He  had  made 
dear  to  Mr  Pennant-Rea  that 
he  saw  no  reason  why  he 
should  resign  as  deputy  gover- 
nor of  the  Bank  of  England  in 
the  wake  of  his  former 
mistress’s  expose  of  their 
three-year  affair. 

It  is  understood  that  Mr 
Clarice  met  the  deputy  gover- 
nor shortly  before  he  an- 
nounced his  resignation.  The 
Chancellor  accepted  that  Mr 
Pennant-Rea  had  made  his 
dedsion  to  step  down  and  did 
not  try  to  dissuade  him. 

Downing  Street  officials 
were  more  circumspect  than 
Mr  Clarke,  saying  only  that 
any  resignation"  was  a “matter 
of  regret"  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  sought  Mr 
Pennant-Rea 's  departure.  Al- 
though John  Major  has  made 


plain  that  he  would  expect  any 
minister  or  senior  official  em- 
broiled in  scandal  10  resign,  he 
is  not  insisting  on  a counsel  of 
perfection. 

The  Chancellor  told  a news 
conference  at  Conservative 
Central  Office;  “1  personally 
did  not  see  any  reason  for  him 
to  leave  public  life. ! made  it 
quite  dear  to  him  as  far  as  ) 
was  concerned  he  could  stay. 
It's  absurd  to  lose  a deputy 
governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land because  some  newspaper 
wish  to  print  stories  about  his 
private  life. 

“I  am  personally  very  sorry 
to  lose  an  extremely  good 
deputy  governor  in  that  way. 
Those  who  are  responsible  for 
hounding  him  out  of  office 
must  ask  themselves  what 
public  good  they  think  they 
have  done." 

The  Chancellor  praised  Mr 
Pennant-Rea 's  work  in  streng- 
thening the  management 
structure  of  the  Bank  and  his 
handling  of  the  Barings  crisis. 
Finding  a successor  would  be 
harder  because  of  the  drcum- 
s lances  of  the  deputy  gover- 
nor’s departure.  “Any  succes- 
sor is  now  going  ro  ask  himself 
whether  he  can  take  a job  like 


Clarke  regretted  outcome 

this  unless  there  is  nothing  in 
his  private  life  that  might  sell 
newspapers,"  Mr  Clarke  said. 

In  his  resignation  letter.  Mr 
Pennant-Rea  also  suggested 
that  there  would  be  fewer 
private-sector  candidates  for 
his  job.  “I  know  that  many 
good  people  in  the  commercial 
world  are  put  off  by  the  tabloid 
intrusion  into  the  private  lives 
of  those  in  public  positions. 
After  the  events  of  the  past  few 
days,  this  reluctance  to  move 
will  increase."  Mr  Pennant- 


Rea.  who  earned  EJ80.D00. 
will  recieve  a maximum  pay- 
off of  £45.000.  Top  executives 
of  the  Bank  arc  not  expected  to 
accept  further  employment  for 
three  months  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Governor. 

Tim  Yeo.  forced  to  resign  as 
an  Environment  Minister  in 
January  last  year  after  father- 
ing a child  in  an  extra-marital 
affair,  also  suggested  that 
potential  high-Dyers  might  be 
put  off  public  office  by  the  risk 
of  media  scrutiny  of  their 
private  lives.  The  Tory  MP  for 
Suffolk  South  said  on  BBC 
radio:  "What  seemed  to  me 
rather  depressing  about  the 
debate  over  Rupert  Pennant- 
Rea  was  that  hardly  anybody 
was  asking  the  question,  ‘Is  he 
good  at  his  job?’ 

“It  seems  to  me  that  if  you 
want  to  have  a banking  sys- 
tem you  need  people  of  finan- 
cial integrity,  a high  level  of 
competence  and  good  judg- 
ment and  really,  if  they  have 
colourful  private  lives,  that  is 
not  the  main  criteria."  How- 
ever. he  did  not  believe  the 
answer  lay  in  new  laws  to 
protea  privacy. 

William  Rees-Mogg 
and  Diary,  page  16 
Letters,  page  17 


Pm  victim  too,  says  ditched  lover 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

THE  former  mistress  of  Rupert  Pen- 
nant-Rea claimed  yesterday  that  she  was 
as  much  a victim  as  her  former  lover. 
Mary  Efien  Synod,  44,  said  die  too  had 
suffered  after  a newspaper  had  pub- 
lished her  account  of  their  relationship. 

Ms  Synon.  a freelance  journalist  from 
Virginia,  said  die  knew  how  he  was 
feeling  because  in  1993  she  had  Inst  her 
job  at  The  Economist,  which  Mr 
Pennant-Rea  — whom  she  had  nick- 
named Roo  — edited  until  his  appoint- 
ment as  deputy  governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England  two  years  ago. 

“It  is  a disaster  for  Rupert  it  was  a 
disaster  for  me.  I got  through!  it  on  my 
own.  Roo  has  his  parents,  his  family  and 
money  in  the  bank.  By  die  time  this 
article  is  in  print  somebody  wQl  have 


offered  him  a job.  Rupert  is  lucjty.  even 
in  disasters:  maybe  not  so  lucky  in  love." 

Writing  in  die  London  Evening  Stan- 
dard, Ms  Synon  denied  that  she  had 
been  paid  for  her  story.  She  went  om  “I 
did  not  much  want  Rupert  to  lose  his 
job.  Did  I ever  say  I wanted  him  to  lose 
it?  A hundred  times.  Did  1 mean  it? 
Maybe  twice.  If  Rupert  was  looking  for 
a woman  with  an  even  temper,  he  should 
not  have  looked  in  Ireland." 

The  couple,  who  first  met  as  students 
at  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  in  die  1960s. 
exchanged  many  romantic  letters,  which 
she  had  kept  for  sentimental  reasons, 
not  as  a “pension  plan".  “I  can  feel  pity 
for  him  today,  but  tomorrow  I MU 
remember  his  cruelty  to  me." 

Ms  Synon  said  her  thrice  married  ex- 
lover  was  exceedingly  attractive  to  wo- 
men. His  appeal  extended  beyond  his  ex- 


pert knowledge  on  the  chairman  of  die 
US  Federal  Reserve:  “Three  brides  and 
more  than  one  ex-girlfriend  suggest  that 
Roo  offers  something  more  interesting 
that  a good  line  on  Alan  Greenspan." 

She  recalled:  “Rupert  first  caught  my 
eye  in  1976.  There  was  no  power  then  for 
me  to  be  drawn  to.  indeed  it  was  a 
tribute  to  my  simple  nature  that  1 was 
not  pat  off  by  his  bicycle  dips.  But 
Rupert  had  the  failure  of  being  over- 
eager.  I ran.” 

She  had  kept  "everything  Rupert 
touched  — the  envelopes  on  which  he 
wrote  my  name,  the  ribbons  that  were 
tied  around  the  books  he  gave  me.  even 
die  leaders  he  wrote  in  The  Economisr. 
Quoting  a journalist’s  comment  that  Mr 
Pennant-Rea  was  “ponderous  on  deriva- 
tives”. she  added:  “1  found  Rupert  divine 
on  everything." 


Rupert  Pennant-Rea  arriving  at  the  Bank  of  England  yesterday  afternoon 


Wayward 
iceberg 
comes  to 
a halt  on 
seabed 

ByNickNuttall 

ENVIRONMENT 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE  giant  iceberg  that  broke 
free  from  Antarctica's  shrink- 
ing ice-sheets  last  month  has 
run  aground  on  the  seabed. 

Scientists  with  the  British 
Antarctic  Survey  said  that  the 
iceberg,  known  as  A25  and 
said  to  be  about  the  size  of 
Oxfordshire,  had  come  to  a 
hah  in  the  ocean  south  of  the 
Falkland  Islands  after  travel- 
ling several  miles  a day.  A 
spokesman  for  the  survey  said 
yesterday  that  it  could  remain 
stuck  for  ten  years  or  more. 

The  iceberg’s  split  from 
Antarctica  provided  dramatic 
evidence  of  the  impact  of 
global  warming.  Scientists 
have  also  found  that  James 
Ross  Island,  which  has  been 
connected  to  Antarctica  by  ice 
since  records  began  to  be  kept, 

is  now  circumnavi gable. 

Professor  Robert  Crawford 
of  the  University  of  St  An- 
drews said  yesterday:  “We  are 
seeing  exactly  similar  effects 
in  the  Arctic.  There  are  islands 
we  thought  were  peninsulas 
that  you  can  now  sail  around 
since  last  summer.” 

He  has  also  discovered  that 
Arctic  flowers  favouring 
warmer  temperatures  are 
spreading  into  land  previously 
too  cold  for  them.  Studies  of 
Saxifrage  oppositifolia,  which 
is  the  most  common  plant 
around  Spitsbergen,  700  miles 
from  the  North  Pole,  have 
shown  that  it  has  semes  of 
varieties  adaptable  to  different 
temperatures. 

Professor  Crawford  said 
yesterday  that  those  adapted 
to  warmer  climates  had  begun 
to  take  the  ascendancy.  “They 
are  now  spreading  into  the 
previously  colder  habitats.” 
Temperatures  in  the  area  have 
risen  by  9C  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  century. 

□ Politicians,  scientists  and 
environmentalists  will  meet  in 
Berlin  next  week  to  discuss 
tougher  international  controls 
on  power  stations,  transport 
and  industry. 
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Thriving  children 
confound  official 
guidance  on  eating 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 

TODAY'S  pre-school  children 
are  taller  and  heavier  than 
those  of  25  years  ago.  despite  a 
diet  that  falls  short  of  the 
Government's  recommenda- 
tions on  energy  intake. 

They  eat  too  little  fruit  and 
vegetables,  too  much  salt  and 
sugar,  and  many  are  deficient 
in  iron.  But  the  results  of  the 
most  detailed  inquiry  into  the 
diet  of  children  aged  between 
1*2,  and  44  are  “generally 
reassuring",  according  to  Dr 
Jeremy  Metiers,  the  deputy 
chief  medical  officer. 

The  paradox  that  children 
who  are  apparently  noi  get- 
ting enough  energy  in  their 
diets  are  nevertheless  nourish- 
ing suggests  that  the  guide- 
lines must  be  wrong.  Dr 
Metiers  said  But  he  admitted 
that  iron  deficiency,  found  in  a 
quarter  of  children  between 
14  and  24,  was  a concern. 
Higher  intake  of  breakfast 
cereals  or  meat,  especially 
liver,  was  an  obvious  remedy. 

There  was  also  evidence 
chat  sugar  consumption  was 
about  double  that  recom- 
mended for  the  public  as  a 
whole,  representing  19  per 
cent  of  total  energy  against  a 
larger  of  10.  Soft  drinks  and 
confectionery  were  the  main 
sources  of  those  sugars. 

Vitamin  intakes  were  gener- 
ally satisfactory,  though  about 
one  in  12  of  the  children  was 
below  target  levels  for  vitamin 
A and  vitamin  D,  consistent 
with  their  eating  too  little  fruit 
and  vegetables.  About  one  in 
five  children  took  dietary  sup- 


■ Most  popular  foods:  bis- 
cuits. white  bread,  non-diet 
soft  drinks,  whole  mSk, 
savoury  snacks,  potatoes, 
sweets  (all  eaten  by  more 
than  70  per  cent  of  the 
sample) 

■ Regular  foods  sausages, 
chicken,  beef,  apples,  pears, 
bananas,  eggs,  cheese,  pas- 
ta, cereals,  cakes,  carrots, 
peas,  baked  beans,  (eaten 
by  about  50  per  cent) 

■ Least  favourite:  green 
vegetables,  raw  vegetables, 
salad,  citrus  fruit,  fruit 
juice,  fish,  liver,  pork,  lamb, 
rice,  butter,  margarine, 
burgers  (eaten  by  less  Chan 
40  per  cent  of  sample) 

■ Oddities:  A third  of  the 
toddlers  drank  tea,  7 per 
cent  coffee,  and  1 per  cent 
wine.  There  were  no  beer 
drinkers. 


piemen  ts  but  generally  the 
children  whose  mothers  gave 
them  supplements  already  got 
sufficient  vitamins  from  food 
The  survey  was  carried  out 
by  the  Office  of  Population, 
Censuses  and  Surveys  and  the 
Medical  Research  Council’s 
Dunn  Nutrition  Unit  at  Cam- 
bridge. who  asked  the  parents 
of  almost  1,700  children  to 
provide  details  of  everything 
eaten  by  the  child  over  a 
period  of  four  days.  Height 
weight  and  other  measure- 
ments were  made  and  in  some 
cases  a blood  test  was  done. 


The  same  children  then  had  a 
dental  examination. 

There  was  evidence  that 
parents  were  taking  note  of 
campaigns  to  cut  dietary  hit 
That  provided  36  per  cent  of 
total  energy  among  the  child- 
ren studied,  compared  with  40 
per  cent  in  the  last  comparable 
survey  in  1968.  Children  from 
one-parent  families  tended  to 
have  higher  intakes  of  fat  and 
lower  intakes  of  minerals  and 
vitamins. 

Average  iron  intakes  were 
low,  with  a quarter  of  those  in 
the  youngest  age  group  below 
recommended  levels.  All  that 
was  needed  to  keep  iron  levels 
up  was  to  eat  meat  once  a 
week.  Dr  Metiers  said. 

The  data  on  dental  decay 
showed  that  it  had  fallen 
sharply  since  1968,  when  40 
per  cent  of  the  age  group  had 
some  decayed  teeth,  compared 
with  only  17  per  cent  now. 

A third  of  the  younger  age 
group  (14  to  24)  were  using 
bottles  every  night  and  a 
quarter  contained  sugary 
drinks.  But  almost  all  the 
children  (98  per  cent)  were 
brushing  their  teeth  or  having 
them  brushed,  nearly  all  with 
fluoride  toothpaste. 

Dr  Howard  Denner,  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture’s 
Chief  Food  Scientist,  said  it 
was  very  difficult  for  parents 
to  deny  children  sweets  and 
chocolates.  "No  sensible  per- 
son wants  to  cut  out  treats 
altogether.”  he  said.  "All  the 
Government  can  do  is  to  offer 
advice  to  parents  — we  can’t 
knock  on  everybody's  door 
and  put  them  in  prison  for  not 
following  the  guidelines." 


‘Poor  old 
Nige’ 
distressed 
by  outing 
claims 

By  Andrew  Pierce 

FRIENDS  of  Nigel  Haw- 
thorne last  night  condemned 
the  homosexual  “outing” 
campaign  that  has  threat- 
ened to  overshadow  the  ac- 
tor’s appearance  at , next 
week's  Oscars  ceremony. 

Hawthorne.  65,  who  has 
never  made  a secret  of  Ins 
homosexuality,  fears  that  gay 
rights  demonstrators  will 
target  him  when  he  arrives  a! 
the  ceremony  in  Los  Angeles. 

The  actor,  nominated  for 
his  role  in  The  Madness  of 
King  George,  was  reported 
earlier  this  week  to  be  plan- 
ning to  come  out  at  the 
ceremony  after  giving  an 
interview  with  Advocate,  the 


Trevor  Bentham  yesterday:  Oscars  excitement  has  been  muddied  by  controversy 


American  gay  campaigning 
magazine.  Hawthorne  had 
said  he  would  share  the 
triumph  of  his  Oscars  ap- 
pearance with  Trevor  Ben- 
tham, his  partner  of  17  years. 

Mr  Bentham.  51.  said: 
“There  is  no  coming  out  to  be 
done.  There  has  never  been 
any  secret  about  Nigel’s  sexu- 
ality or  the  way  we  live.  It  is 
just  very  sad  that  at  this 
stage,  when  poor  old  Nige  is 
about  to  go  up  for  one  of  the 
nicest  things  that  has  ever 


happened  to  him.  it  should 
be  turned  into  something  else. 

"I  will  be  joining  Nigel  in 
America  because  I have  al- 
ways accompanied  him  to 
fills  sort  of  function.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  having  a 
fim  time,  but  this  has  mud- 
died everything." 

The  artide  has  fanned  the 
controversy  over  outing  and 
OutRagd,  the  group  led  by 
Peter  Talchell  that  urges 
dergy  and  MPs  to  publidy 
admit  their  homosexuality. 


Judge  bars  Nazi  victim’s  £28m  case  I Fishermen  endanger  coelacanth 


Paprocki:  sued  Germany 


A SURVIVOR  of  the  Warsaw  ghetto 
whose  family  estates  in  Poland  were 
devastated  by  the  Nazis  lost  her 
claim  yesterday  for  E28  million 
damages  against  the  German  gov- 
ernment (Emma  Wilkins  writes). 

A judge  ruled  at  the  High  Court  in 
London  that  Zofia  Paprocki,  a 
Roman  Catholic  with  Jewish  ante- 
cedents. can  pursue  her  action  in 
Poland  or  Germany  but  not  through 
the  British  legal  system. 

She  had  claimed  that  the  Maas- 
tricht treaty  allowed  her  to  sue  the 
German  Government  through  its 
London  embassy.  Last  year  Miss 


Paprocki.  54.  of  Cricklewood,  north 
London,  was  awarded  judgment 
with  damages  to  be  assessed  alter 
filing  a writ  against  the  Bonn 
government  claiming  £28  million. 

After  hearing  argument  from 
counsel  for  the  German  Govern- 
ment. Mr  Justice  Holland  decided 
that  the  British  court  did  not  have 
jurisdiction  under  international  law 
on  state  immunity. 

Miss  Paprocki  said  that  in  1944 
the  Nazis  had  plundered  her  fam- 
ily’s bank  accounts  and  had  de- 
stroyed property  including  villas, 
shops  ami  housing  estates. 


THE  coelacanth.  the  sole  survivor  of 
a species  of  fish  that  goes  back  400 
million  years,  is  once  again  in 
clanger  of  extinction. 

Professor  Hans  Fricke.  a marine 
biologist  from  the  Max  Planck 
Institute  in  Germany,  has  been 
studying  the  only  known  home  of 
the  coelacanth.  oft  the  Comores  in 
the  Indian  Ocean.  In  the  past  three 
years,  he  reports  in  Nature,  the 
numbers  observed  from  his  mini- 
submarine have  declined. 

He  blames  the  activities  of  local 
fishermen  who  catch  the  coelacanth 
accidentally  with  Jong  lines  when 


The  coelacanth:  only  200  left 

fishing  for  edible  species.  Since 
there  are  estimated  to  be  only  about 
200  of  the  fish  left,  he  gives  warning 
that  the  survival  of  the  species  is 
"severely  threatened". 

The  fish,  up  to  five  feet  long,  were 
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Farmers 
warned 
on  milk 
pollution 

The  National  Rivers  Authority 
gave  a warning  to  dairy  farm- 
ers yesterday  about  the  risk  of 
polluting  rivers  when  spread- 
ing surplus  milk  on  their  land. 

It  said  that  milk  stripped 
water  of  its  oxygen,  killing  fish 
and  other  river  life,  and 
caused  far  worse  pollution 
than  raw  sewage. 

Cannabis  ship 

A Royal  Navy  warship  helped 
customs  officers  to  end  a EJO 
million  drug^smuggling 
scheme  when  it  intercepted  a 
rig  supply  ship  off  Cornwall. 
Three  tonnes  of  cannabis  was 
seized  and  12  men  arrested  at 
sea  and  on  land,  ending  a two- 
month  operation. 

Worker  sacked 

Errol  Brown.  31,  a serial 
worker  who  asked  for  £10,000 
from  a Gloucester  newspaper 
in  exchange  for  information 
about  the  five  younger  child- 
ren of  Rosemary  West,  the 
alleged  mass  murderer,  was 
sacked  by  Gloucestershire 
County  Council. 

Pennine  eagle 

A golden  eagle  has  made  a 
rare  appearence  in  the  North 
Yorkshire  Pennines,  accord- 
ing to  the  Bird  Information 
Service.  The  young  bird,  with 
a wingspan  of  about  7ft  was 
seen  on  Tuesday  over 
Grim  with  Reservoir.  12  miles 
north  of  Skipton. 

Knebworth  off 

This  summer’s  Knebworth 
rock  concert  has  been  can- 
celled because  the  promoters 
could  not  sign  enough  stars. 

The  show,  in  aid  of  the 
Nordoff-Robbins  Music  Ther- 
apy Charity,  was  originally 
planned  fpr  July  l.  It  was  last 
held  in  1990. 

living  legend  i 

Sir  Simon  Rattle,  music  direc-  ■<* 
tor  of  the  City  of  Birmingham  “s' 
Symphony  Orchestra,  un-  T 
veiled  a nameplate  on  a vr 
Boeing  757  after  he  was  chosen 
from  competition  entries  to  be 
the  first  living  person  to  have  a 
British  Airways  aircraft  ‘ 
named  after  him. 
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Mr  Bentham,  who  fives  with 
Hawthorne  in  RadwelL 
Hertfordshire,  said:  "We 
have  no  axe  to  grind  or  ban- 
ners to  wave  and  we  are  not 
supporters  of  Peter  Talchell: 
we  are  not  like  that" 

The  writer  Anthony  Hold- 
en, a dose  friend  of  Haw- 
thorne. said:  "Nigel  is  a 
private  person  and  would 
hale  to  be  accused  of  being 
anted  or  coming  out  He  has 
no  sympathy  for  that  sort  of 
thing." 


known  only  from  fossils  when  they 
were  rediscovered  in  1938.  They  live 
in  caves  up  to  200  metres  down,  and 
cannot  survive  in  aquaria.  Between 
1991  and  last  year  Professor  Fricke 
and  colleagues  found  that  the 
average  number  of  coelacanths  in 
the  caves  had  fallen  from  205  to  65. 

In  1991.  they  observed  59  fish; 
last  year  only  40.  The  fall  could  be 
due  to  natural  population  fluctua- 
tion, they  admit,  or  even  to  the  stress 
of  being  observed  by  biologists  in  a 
mini-submarine,  but  die  mastlikdy 
explanation  is  a change  in  fiie 
pattern  of  fishing. 
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4rS  Gummer  tells 
0»Sj  Church  to 
polS  rescue  souls 
lost  in  cities 

By  Ki/th  Gledhilx,  religion  correspondent 
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JOHN  GUMMER.  the  Envi- 
ronment Secertary,  has  criti- 
cised the  Church  of  England 
for  neglecting  its  spiritual 
mission  to  the  inner  cities  and 
urged  the  Church  to  return  to 
“saving  souls". 

Mr  Gummer.  who  convert- 
ed to  Roman  Catholicism  after 
the  Church  voted  for  the 
ordination  of  women  priests, 
says:  “Government  and  pri- 
vate enterprise  can  do  much  to 
ensure  the  rehabilitation  of 
our  cities,  but  only  the 
churches  can  give  them  hack 
their  souL" 

Writing  in  tomorrow's  edi- 
tion of  the  weekly  Church  of 
England  Newspaper,  he  says 
the  Church  must  “reassert  its 
primary  purpose  of  saving 
souls  as  its  unique  contribu- 
tion to  the  regeneration  of  our 
urban  heartlands”. 

His  article  marks  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  Faith  in  the 
City,  the  church  report  in  1985 
that  was  criticised  by  govem- 
mem ministers  as  left-wing 
and  even  Marxist 

Mr  Gummer,  a member  of 
the  General  Synod  until  1992. 
says:  “Faith  in  the  City  con- 
centrated rightly  upon  the 
Anglican  role  in  helping  the 
physical  regeneration  which  is 
so  necessary.  It  had.  however, 
little  to  offer  when  preaching 
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Lord  Runde:  defends  report 


salvation  to  those  who  live  in 
our  great  urban  centres.  There 
was  no  new  vision  of  the  way 
to  bring  Jesus  Christ  through 
word  and  sacraments  to  the 
inner  cities.  No  previous  gen- 
eration would  have  allowed 
the  balance  to  become  so 
skewed." 

He  adds  that  inner-city 
problems  are  not  simply  for 
the  Government  to  tackle.  “All 
those  involved  in  our  inner 
cities  have  recognised  that 
they  need  to  work  together  to 
overcome  dereliction  and 
disadvantage." 

Faith  in  the  City  is  regarded 
in  the  Church  as  one  of  the 
most  important  achievements 
of  Lord  Runde,  who  as  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  set  up 
the  commission  that  produced 
the  report. 

It  caused  confict  between 
Church  and  State,  but  led  to 
the  creation  of  the  Church 
Urban  Fund  in  1988.  which 
has  spent  more  than  £19 
million  on  1. OOO-plus  projects. 

In  the  Church  of  England 
Newspaper,  Lord  Runde  de- 
fends the  report  as  “an  impres- 
sive database  for  social  action 
to  cope  with  the  gap  between 
comfortable  and  uncomfort- 
able Britain He  says  it 
“benefited  from  much  of  the 
shrill  reaction  of  some  politi- 
cians who  tried  to  rubbish  it". 

Looking  at  Britain  today,  he 
says  it  is  important  “that  none 
of  the  original  momentum  be 
lost,  but  rather  greatly 
reinforced". 

Mr  Gummer  lists  govern- 
ment initiatives  to  help  regen- 
eration. induding  a new  body, 
the  Inner  Cities  Religious 
Council,  chaired  by  the  junior 
Environment  Minister  Sir 
Paul  Beresfbrd.  The  Church  is 
involved  in  many  of  the  31  City 
Challenge  groups,  set  up  to 
encourage  public  and  private- 
sector  partnerships. 

Mr  Gummer  says:  “It  is 
right  that  the  Government 
should  account  for  its  steward- 
ship in  the  cities.  We  need  to 
galvanise  people  to  become 
involved  in  transforming  the 
places  in  which  .they  live:  to 
have  faith  m the  city." 


Thatcher ‘in 
good  health’ 

BARONESS  THATCHER 
is  fit  and  healthy,  her  office 
said  after  reports  that  the 
former  Prime  Minister  was 
looking  unwell  yesterday 
when  die  opened  a housing 
development  for  Orthodox 
Jews  in  Hackney,  north 
London,  left 

“Her  health  is  fine  at  the 
moment.”  a spokesman  said. 
He  added  that  Lady 
Thatcher,  69,  had  had  denial 
treatment  last  week  “and 
that's  probably  why  she  is 
looking  a Hide  drawn". 


Tunnel  method  cleared  of 
blame  for  Heathrow  hole 


By  Harvey  Eluott 

AIR  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  use  of  a controversial 
tunnelling  technique  to  exca- 
vate an  Underground  station 
at  Heathrow  was  not  directly 
to  blame  for  the  collapse  of 
buildings  near  Terminal 
Three,  a report  by  the  Health 
and  Safety  Executive  says. 
Approval  is  expected  soon  for 
using  the  same  process  to 
excavate  a concourse  beneath 
Terminal  Emit. 

Inspectors  from  the  execu- 
tive are  still  working  on  their 
report  into  the  incident  in 
October  when  an  office  build- 
ing suddenly  slipped  into  a 
hole  that  appeared  above  the 
main  station  concourse  bong 
built  for  the  £235  million 
Heathrow  Express  link.  The 
inspectors  have  already  con- 
cluded that  there  is  nothing 
technically  wrong  with  the 
technique  known  as  the  New 
Austrian  Tunnelling  Method. 
Tfce  inquiry  will  now  concen- 


The  hole  near  Terminal  3 

irate  on  the  way  in  which  the 
work  was  earned  out  and 
supervised. 

Over  the  next  few  weeks  the 
inspectors  wifi  interview  doz- 
ens of  employees,  supervisors, 
managers  and  directors  of 
Balfour  Beatty,  the  main  con- 
tractor. with  engineers  and 
senior  executives  hum  Heath- 
row Airport  Ltd  who  placed 
the  contract  It  could  be  July 
before  the  report  is  completed. 

In  the  meantime,  traditional 
boring  methods  are  being 


used  on  the  two  main  rail 
tunnels  around  tire  airport 
The  crater  at  Terminal  Three 
has  been  filled  with  10,000 
cubic  metres  of  concrete  to 
prevent  any  further  slippage. 
Latest,  estimates  suggest  that 
the  opening  of  the  Heathrow 
Express,  scheduled  for  De- 
cember 1997,  could  be  put 
bade  by  six  months. 

The  collapse  is  likely  to  cost 
about  £50  million  in  insurance 
claims  and  originally  led  to  a 
worldwide  reappraisal  of  the 
tunnelling  method.  Work  on 
the  £1.9  billion  Jubilee  Line 
extension,  using  the  same 
system,  was  immediately  halt- 
ed but  permission  was  given 
in  January  to  continue. 

Work  on  two  stations,  below 
London  Bridge  and  Waterloo, 
is  at  a standstill  and.  although 
the  safety  executive  has  not 
condemned  the  tunnelling 
method  it  has  been  decided 
that  it  will  be  more  economic 
to  use  it  in  combination  with 
traditional  methods. 


£2bn  boost 
for  West 
Coast  rail 

By  Jonathan  prynn 

RAILTRACK  announced  a 
£2  bQUon  overhaul  yesterday 
of  the  London  to  Glasgow 
service  that  could  save  nearly 
an  hour  on  journey  times. 

the  tightyear  modernis- 
ation of  the  400-mfle  West 
Coast  Main  Line,  to  be  fund- 
ed mainly  fay  the  private 
sector,  would  allow  foreign- 
bnilt  toting  trains  to  travel  at 
140mph  between  Euston  star 
tion  in  London  and  Scotland, 
reducing  journey  time  from  5 
hours  to  4 boors  16  minutes. 
Journey  times  to 
Birmingham  would  be  re- 
duced from  1 hour  37  minutes 
to  1 boor  18  minutes. 

The  core  of  die  proposed 
scheme,  costing  about  £!  bit 
lion,  involves  complete  re- 
placement of  the  tradt,  anew 
overhead  electric  power  sup- 
ply and  a computerised  train 
control  system,  A further  £3 
bDfion  could  be  spent  if  the 
first  phase  proved  successful.,- 


Tesco  cashes  in 
on  French  drink 


By  Edward  Gorman 


AFTER  losing  millions  to  the 
cross-Channel  drinks  trade, 
the  supermarket  chain  Tesco 
opened  a massive  alcohol 
superstore  yesterday  — in 
Calais. 

Tesco  Vim  Plus,  which  is 
part  of  tiie  new  Cite  Europe 
shopping  complex  next  to  the 
entrance  to  the  Channel  Tun- 
nel. is  the  company's  first 
venture  on  the  Continent 
under  its  own  name. 

The  multimillion-pound  in- 
vestment in  FTance  is  a mea- 
sure of  Ibscois  despair  at 
continuing  high  rates  of  duty 
cm  wines  and  spirits  in  Brit- 
ain, a point  made  by  the 
company's  chairman  Sir  lan 
MacLaurin  at  the  launch  of 
the  25,OOGsq  ft  Store. 

“We  talked  to  the  Chancel- 
lor over  many  months  about 
this  and  he*s  not  prepared  to 
move. " he  said.  “In  fact  he  put 
the  duty  up  in  tile  last  mini- 
budget  We  are  able  to  sell 


beers,  wines  and  spirits  here 
very  much  cheaper."  The 
cheapest  wine  avail  a We  yes- 
terday among  more  titan  1,000 
brands  in  Calais  was  Vm  de 
Pays  L'Herault  at  72p. 
Another  bargain  was  Miner- 
vois,  slightly  better  quality,  at 
£1.03.  In  a store  in  England 
tins  would  cost  £2.89. 

Other  prices  (Fhench  price 
in  brackets)  include  Blade 
Tower  Liebfraumilch.  £3.69 
(£2.02):  Tesco  daret,  0.19 
(£1.94);  Chateau  Patacbe 
d’Aux  1991.  £6.99  (£5.92);  Cha- 
teau Cantemerle  1987,  £9.99 
(£9.09);  Tesco  Cites  du  Rhine 
£2.69  (£1-55);  Tesco  Vintage 
Champagne,  Premier  Cru, 
I9SZ.  £19.79  (£16.78). 

David  Sawday,  Tesco  corpo- 
rate affairs  manager,  said  the 
company  estimated  that  it  lost 
- £50  million  in  the  two  weeks 
before  last  Christmas  on  wine 
alone  to  customers  who  chose 
to  buy  in  France. 
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Howard  avoids  threatened  rebellion  over  immigration 


Howard:  reassured 
Tory  Euro-sceptics 


i By  Arthur  Leath  ley 
PPUTICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

MICHAEL  HOWARD  fought  off  a 
threatened  rebellion  by  Euro-sceptic 
Tories  [over  immigration  policy  yes- 
terday tout  was  accused  of  failing  to 
give  enbugh  assurances  that  Britain 
will  retain  control  over  its  frontiers. 

The  | Home  Secretary  faced  the 
prospect  of  an  embarrassing  Com- 
mons defeat  over  European  Union 
rules  that  the  sceptics  claim  would 
dismantle  Britain's  immigration 
controli.  Under  pressure  from  Tory 
‘ “s.het 


allowing  Britain  to  set  its  own 
frontier  rules  could  be  overruled  by 
the  European  Court  of  Justice.  But 
he  said:  “It  is  absolutely  essential 
that  we  retain  our  existing  frontier 
controls.  We  will  take  whatever 
steps  are  necessary  to  ensure  that 
those  controls  are  not  dismantled 
and  remain  in  place." 

His  assurance  encouraged  some 
Euro-sceptics  to  believe  that  the 
Government  wiJ  try  to  persuade 
other  member  states  to  have  the 
declaration,  secured  by  Baroness 
Thatcher  m 1985.  enshrine d in 
European  law.  The  most  prominent 


Euro-sceptics,  including  the  former 
Chancellor  Norman  Lament, 
packed  into  a meeting  of  the 
Commons  European  Standing 
Committee  to  demand  assurances 
that  Britain  would  not  relinquish  its 
frontier  controls.  As  non-members 
of  the  committee,  few  of  the  sceptics 
were  allowed  to  vote  but  they  voiced 
fears  that  Britain  would  lose  control 
over  immigration. 

Charles  Wardle.  the  former  trade 
minister  who  resigned  over  immi- 
gration control,  pressed  Mr  How- 
ard to  detail  legal  advice  given  to 
ministers  which  is  understood  to 


have  suggested  that  the  declaration 
will  have  no  legal  force.  Mr  Howard 
refused  to  disclose  the  details, 
saying  that  it  would  contravene 
“long-standing  convention”. 

Labour  hoped  to  win  the  backing 
of  Bernard  Jenkin  (C.  Colchester  N) 
for  a motion  forcing  a Commons 
debate  before  a decision  is  taken  by 
Eli  ministers.  But  Mr  Jenkin  said 
he  was  satisfied  with  Mr  Howard’s 
assurance  that  the  proposals  would 
be  brought  back  to  the  Commons 
before  being  ratified  by  Britain. 
After  the  hearing,  he  added:  "I  got 
die  undertakings  ! wanted  dial 


there  wall  be  a full  debate  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  on  this  matter 
before  ratification.” 

However.  Bill  Cash  (C.  Stafford) 
said  that  Mr  Howard's  assurances 
did  not  go  far  enough.  Unless  the 
Government  was  able  to  negotiate 
legal  endorsement  of  the  declaration 
the  floodgates  would  be  opened  to 
thousands  of  immigrants. 

Ministers  have  come  under  in- 
creasing pressure  to  concede  that 
the  declaration  may  be  invalid  and 
that  Britain  will  be  forced  to  grant 
entry  to  anyone  allowed  into 
another  EU  state.  The  plan  is  for  a 


“mutual  recognition  of  visas", 
whereby  someone  granted  a visa  by 
any  EU  state  could  enter  Britain 
without  a UK  visa,  and  for  a so- 
called  negative  list,  under  which 
someone  excluded  from  another  EU 
country  could  not  enter  Britain. 

There  is  also  Tory  anger  at  a 
proposed  common  list  of  non-EU 
countries,  including  28  Common- 
wealth states,  whose  nationals 
would  need  a visa  to  enter  the  EU. 
Mr  Howard  assured  the  committee 
that  the  Government  thought  the 
list  was  too  long  and  was  seeking  ro 
have  it  reduced. 


‘Feel-good  factor  will  come  back  in  time  for  the  election’ 

Clarke  strives  to  repair 
damaged  Tory  morale 


By  Nicholas  Wood,  chief  political  correspondent 


KENNETH  CLARKE  retreat- 
ed yesterday  from  his  pessi- 
mistic warning  last  week  that 
people  might  not  fed  any 
better  off  by  the  time  of  the 
next  general  election. 

In  a robust  and  confident 
performance  at  a Tory  local 
election  news  conference,  the 
Chancellor  said  that  his  words 
— which  were  seen  as  a gaffe 
and1  brought  renewed  gloom 
to  Tory  ranks  — had  been 
misinterpreted.  He  insisted 
that  strong  economic  growth 
over  the  next  couple  of  years 
would  bring  higher  living 
standards  and  he  suggested 
that  people  would  gradually 
feel  better  off  as  the  election 
approached. 

His  remarks,  clearly  aimed 
at  boosting  battered  Tory  mo- 
rale, were  in  contrast  to  last 
week  when  he  said.  “I  person- 
ally quite  accept  that  people 
aren’t  going  to  feel  more 
secure,  more  comfortable  . . . 
for  another  couple  of  years  at 
least.” 

Yesterday  he  predicted  that ' 
the  “fed-good”  factor  should 


reassert  itself  in  time  for  the 
Tories  to  win  the  next  election. 
“What  1 said  [last  week)  was 
the  first  duty  of  government  is 
to  deliver  healthy  economic 
recovery.  I have  no  control 
over  people’s  emotions. 

“1  suspect  that  when  it 
becomes  ever  more  dearer 
that  what  you  are  delivering  is 
more  secure  jobs  and  living 
standards,  then  you  will  find 
— to  use  this  awful,  corny 
cliche  — that  the  feel-good 
factor  will  come  back. 

“The  more  the  economy 
feels  right,  the  more  people 
will  steadily  feel  good.  But 
people  are  going  to  make  their 
own  judgments  about  their 
reelings.  They  aren't  going  to 
expect  politicians  to  make 
forecasts  about  them. 

“I  have  every  confidence 
that  we  will  win  the  next 
general  election  and  the  more 
we  keep  the  recovery  on  course 
the  more  certain  we  will  we  be 
of  winning  the  next  election." 

The  Chancellor  added  chat 
he  was  forecasting  a “modest 
increase"  in  personal  incomes 


over  the  coming  year,  “ft 
seems  to  me  quite  obvious  if 
you  can  sustain  the  fastest 
recovery  in  Western  Europe, 
you  are  going  to  start  finding 
the  general  prosperity  of  the 
country  improving,  particu- 
larly as  it  is  so  soundly  based. 

“U  is  nor  based  on  any  short- 
lived dash  for  growth  or 
consumer  boom.  It  is  solidly 
based  on  a buoyant  manufac- 
turing sector,  record  levels  of 
exports,  keeping  our  competi- 
tive position  vis  a vis  our 
rivals.  Every  sector  of  society 
is  going  to  benefit  from  that" 

Mr  Clarke  also  took  a 
sideswipe  at  Tony  Blair,  the 
Labour  leader,  accusing  him 
of  mouthing  “vacuous  flannel" 
and  surrendering  to  every 
interest  group  in  siehL  By  the 
next  election,  the  public  would 
be  persuaded  by  the  Govern- 
ment's record  of  economic 
achievements  and  would  not 
be  swayed  by  Labour’s 
"smooth-talking  light- 
weights". who  appeared  to 
have  no  economic  policy  at  all. 

He  renewed  ms  commit- 


ment to  a basic  tax  rale  of  20p 
in  the  pound,  but  said  that  he 
would  not  cut  taxes  until  the 
economy  could  afford  them 
and  it  was  sensible  to  do  so. 
He  ruled  out  a return  to  the 
“penal  rates"  of  top  rate  tax- 
ation imposed  by  the  last 
Labour  Government,  but  gave 
no  sign  of  wanting  to  trim  die 
present  top  rale  of  40p. 

Tax  rates  will  always  be 
lower  under  the  Conserva- 
tives. 1 firmly  believe  that  we 
will  be  able  to  deliver  further 
increases  in  living  standards 
in  the  coming  years.  The  one 
thing  which  would  put  these 
in  jeopardy  would  be  a Labour 
Government  which  would 
take  risks  with  inflation,  in- 
crease taxation  and  relax  con- 
trols over  die  public  finances." 

Andrew  Smith,  the  Shadow 
Chief  Treasury  Secretary,  said 
thal  Mr  Clarke  was  living  in  a 
“land  of  make-believe"  and 
ignoring  the  reality  that  there 
had  been  20  tax  increases 
since  the  1992  election. 
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Blunkett  fails  to 
sway  opt-out  heads 

By  John  O’Leary,  education  editor 


LABOUR’S  atiempt  to  woo 
grant-maintained  schools  got 
off  to  a faltering  start  yester- 
day despite  a warm  reception 
[or  David  Bhinkett,  Shadow 
Education  Secretary,  from 
head  teachers. 

Mr  Blunkett  told  the  heads 
of  more  than  300  GM  schools 
that  the  party  was  “not  inter- 
ested in  control"  and  had  no 
intention  of  reintroducing  bu- 
reaucratic rule  from  town 
halls. 

But  Mr  Bhinkett’s  claim 
that  consensus  was  possible 
on  an  issue  that  has  split  his 
party  drew  a sceptical  re- 
sponse from  most  of  the  heads. 
He  asked  them  to  reserve 


judgment  until  detailed  plans 
are  published  later  in  the  year 
and  hinted  that  his  proposals 
would  be  based  on  the  de- 
volved management  now  en- 
joyed by  local  authority  , 
schools. 

Delegates  to  the  spring 
meeting  of  the  Association  of 
Heads  of  Grant-Maintained 
Schools,  held  in  London,  gave 
Mr  Blunkett  prolonged  ap- 
plause but  most  expressed 
doubts  about  his  ability  to 
defeat  traditional  antipathy. 

Koseek  Shanovich,  head  of 
Yarborough  School.  Lincoln- 
shire, said:  “He  is  trying  to  get 
us  to  remarry  our  former 
partners  without  any  change 


Blunkett  no  firm  plans 

in  their  irksome  habits."  Paul 
Strong,  head  of  William  Farr 
School,  Lincoln,  said:  "Does 
the  parliamentary  party  have 
control  over  the  grass  roots?" 

Later  Gillian  Shephard,  the 
Education  Secretary,  said  the 
hostility  to  opt-out  schools  in 
Labour  town  halls  and  on  the 
party’s  back  benches  would 
wreck  the  leadership’s  attempt 
at  compromise. 


Tories  back 
electoral 
reform  call 

NEARLY  30  Tory  MPs  are 
prepared  to  defy  their  party’s 
opposition  to  electoral  re- 
form by  supporting  a new 
cross-party  group  cuffing  for 
proportional  representation 
(fames  Landale  writes).  . 

Simon  Osborn,  director  of 
die  Voting  Reform  Group, 
claimed  the  Tories  would 
join  almost  70  Labour  and 
most  minority  party  MPs  in 
demanding  an  end  to  the 
firstpasHhe-post  system. 

Yesterday  the  group  laun- 
ched a petition  urging  a 
referendum.  It  was  signed  by 
two  Tory  MPs,  Tim  Rath- 
bone  and  Sir  David  Knox; 
longstanding  campaigners 
for  electoral  reform. 


Labour  plea  for  disabled 


LABOUR  demanded  extra 
help  yesterday  for  thousands 
of  disabled  people  who  will 
suffer  under  tougher  tests  for 
incapacity  benefit 

Their  demand  came  in  the 
detailed  report  stage  debate  on 
the  Government's  Jobseekers 
B31,  which  introduces  a job- 
seeker’s allowance  to  replace 
unemployment  benefit  and  in- 
come support  for  those  out  of 
work.  The  measure  will  also 
cut  entitlement  to  non-means- 
tested  benefit  from  one  year  to 
six  months  and  reduce  the 
amount  of  help  the  jobless 
receive  with  mortgage  repay- 
ments. 

Keith  Bradley,  Shadow  So- 
cial Security  Minister,  told  the 
Commons:  “it  is  estimated 
that  190.000  disabled  people 


By  Alice  Thomson 

will  come  off  invalidity  benefit 
and  an  additional  55,000  will 
foil  to  qualify  for  incapacity 
benefit  in  the  first  year  of  the 
jobseekers  allowance."  He 
said  this  means  that  an  addi- 
tional 245.000  people  with 
substantial  disablities  would 
be  expected . to  receive  less 
money. 

Under  the  Government’s 
Access  to  Work  Scheme,  pay- 
ments could  be  made  for 
equipment  adaption  of  prem- 
ises or  transport  to  help  dis- 
abled people,  Mr  Bradley 
said.  However,  this  was  limit- 
ed to  people  already  in  work, 
and  offers  of  help  were  not 
available  to  people  Hying  to 
find  a job. 

He  urged  ministers  to  sup- 
port labourt  proposal,  add- 


ing that  helping  disabled 
people  to  return  to  work  would 
reduoe  their  dependency  on 
benefits. 

Alan  Hawarth  (C,  Stratford- 
on-Avon)  said  there  was  a 
danger  of  disabled  people 
foiling  into  a gulf  in  the 
regulations  and  receiving  no 
benefit  at  all.  Ann  Widde- 
combe,  the  Employment  Min- 
ister, said  that  foe  disabled 
would  get  additional  help: 
“We  are  very  concerned  in- 
deed to  make  sure  people  do 
not  fall  between  two  stools." 

Liz  Lynne,  for  the  Liberal 
Democrats,  said:  “We  all 
know  that  people  are  falling 
through  the  net  at  the  present 
time  and  it  will  be  an  absolute 
disaster,  with  foe  jobseeker's 
allowance,  if  it  gets  worse." 


Irish  peers 
lose  fight 
to  rejoin 
the  Lords 

By  AUCE  THOMSON 
POLITICAL  REPORTER 

AN  ATTEMPT  to  restore  foe 
right  to  sit  in  the  House  of 
Lords  to  descendants  of  Irish 
peers  was  defeated  last  night 
At  least  eight  Irish  peers 
could  have  taken  their  seats  in 
the  Lords  if  foe  Committee  of 
Privileges  had  accepted  their 
plea.  They  included  an  Oxford 
probation  officer.  Lord 
Dunalley,  who  prefers  to  be 
called  Francis  Prittie. 

Lord  Famham,  a dty  bank- 
er, petitioned  foe  committee  at 
his  own  expense.  It  took  two 
years  for  the  case  to  be  cleared 
by  foe  Queen  and  the  Attor- 
ney-General before  foe  fifteen 
Lords  and  four  Law  Lords 
could  deliberate  on  it. 

Peers  packed  the  Moses 
Room  yesterday  to  watch  the 
proceedings,  'they  were  told 
that  in  1800  the  Act  of  Union 
allowed  for  28  members  of  foe 
Irish  Peerage  to  be  elected  for 
life  to  sit  in  the  Lords.  After 
Ireland's  independence  in 
1922,  they  were  allowed  to 
remain  but  no  more  Irish 
peers  could  be  elected. 

The  rule  has  always  riled 
foe  Irish  aristocracy  and  in 
1966  they  tried  to  force  a 
petition  to  get  the  Government 
to  hold  elections  again.  This 
time  Lord  Famham  argued 
that  foe  28  Peers  had  been 
given  a writ  of  summons  to 
appear  in  the  Lords  after  1922 
and  under  medieval  law.  once 
given  a writ,  a lord  was 
entitled  to  pass  it  down  toTtis 
direct  descendants  through, 
both  the  male  and  female  line. ' 

The  committee  will  give  its 
reasons  for  refusing  foe  peti- 
tion next  week. 


IN  PARLIAMENT 


YESTERDAY  in  Die  Commons;  MPs 
debated  the  Fad  Wand  Wands,  the 
funding  at  tralNng  and  enterprise 
councss,  airport-muted  housing  in 
Utttesford,  the  advertising  erf  mamdao 
tured  baby  rrfifle  and  the  prescription  ot 
Saptnn.  After  questions  to  Scottish 
Office  ministers,  the  Jobseeker's  Bffl 
reached  the  report  sage.  In  the  Lords: 
debates  on  Untied  Nations  and  on 
International  Imrestment  In  UK  science. 
TODAY  tei  the  Commons;  Questions  to 
agriatfum  ministers  and  the  Prime 
Minister;  jobseeker's  Bffl.  remaining 
stages;  debate  on  the  Civ9  Service,  in 
the  Lords:  Crown  Agents  Bit.  com- 
mittee stage;  debate  on  EU  report  on 
sugar  regime  reform. 


TALKFREE  WITH  ORANGE 

AT  COMET. 

Buy  an  Orange  mobile  phone  at  Comet  before  1st  April  and  you  get  one  month's  free  line  rental. 
You  could  save  up  to  £117.50.*  Orange,  the  UK's  newest  mobile  phone  network  is  now  available  to  over 
70%  of  the  UK's  population  and  is  planning  to  expand  to  90%  this  year.  Orange  offers  a number  of 
network  features  and  benefits: 

BILLING  BY  THE  SECOND  - Orange  charges  calls  by  DIGITALTECHNOLOGY-  Clearer  calls,  no  eavesdropping, 
the  second  so  you  only  pay  for  the  time  you  talk.  2 HOUR  REPLACEMENT  - Orange  will  replace  faulty 

PHONE  FEATURES  - Including  Call  Divert,  Call  Barring,  phones  within  2 hours. 

Call  Waiting,  Call  Hold  and  Answerphone  Service.  Caller  ID  12  MONTHS  FREE  INSURANCE  - Against  theft,  loss  and 
on  Nokia  Orange.  occidental  damage  on  purchases  before  27th  April  1995. 
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DIRECT. 

FOR 

MOTHERS 
DAY 


CALL  IN 
OR 

CALLUP 

With  Drinks  Direct  you  can 
send  a really  special  gift  and 
message  this  Mothers  Day. 

Simply  call  Freephone 
0800  23  22  21  or  drop  into  any 
of  the  stores  listed  below  and 
send  any  drink  anywhere  in  the 
UK  with  your  own  Mothers 
Day  message. 

Aft  you  pay  is  the  normal 
shop  price,  pins  £5.99  delivery. 
Orders  must  be  placed  by  3pm 
24th  March  to  guarantee 
delivery  on  Mothers  Day. 


MUMMNV 
CHAMPAGNE  75cl 
££fc79  £15.99 


And  for  Mothers  Day,  we’re 
offering  Mu  mm  Champagne 
NV  at  a special  low  price  of 
only  £15.99. 

So  call  in  or  call  up  now. 
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From  Gwen  Robinson  in  tokyo 


DAWN  raids  by  thousands  of 
police  on  the  property  of  Aum 
Shinrikyo,  the  religious  cult 
implicated  in  Monday’s  poi- 
son gas  attack  on  Tokyo’s 
subway  system,  found  dozens 
of  malnourished  cult  followers 
and  chemicals  linked  with  the 
manufacture  of  sarin  gas. 

About  2500  police,  some 
clad  in  chemical  warfare 
equipment  and  carrying  caged 
canaries  to  detect  poisonous 
gas,  raided  25  sect  premises  in 
central  Japan  and  Tokyo. 

About  100  sect  followers 
were  found,  many  of  whom 
police  believed  were  being 
held  against  their  will.  At  least 
50  were  semi-conscious  and  in 
stages  of  malnutrition.  Six 
were  taken  to  hospiral.  Many 
others  appeared  to  have  eaten 
nothing  for  seven  or  more 
days  and  were  too  feeble  to  be 
questioned,  doctors  said. 

Police  also  discovered  large 
quantities  of  acetonitrile  — a 
solvent  which  can  be  used  to 
dissolve  sarin  gas  and  make  it 
more  easy1  to  handle  — in  the 
sect’s  wire-fenced  compound 
in  Kamikuishiki.  a remote 
village  in  central  Japan.  The 
substance,  which  was  con- 
tained in  bottles,  marched 
residue  found  in  subway 
trains  after  Monday’s  gas 
attack,  officials  later  said. 

The  simultaneous  disclo- 
sure yesterday  that  police  had 
requested  gas  masks  and 
chemical-proof  clothing  from 
the  army  last  Friday  raised 


Sect  members  in  Tokyo  try  to  half  a search  squad 


questions  about  how  much  the 
authorities  knew  in  advance  of 
the  cult’s  activities. 

Yesterday’s  raids  were  ac- 
companied by  television  crews 
who  provided  live  coverage  of 
police,  many  wearing  gas 
masks,  breaking  through  bar- 
ricades and  pushing  aside  sect 
members.  The  yellow  canar- 
ies. held  aloft  in  bright  blue 
cages,  provided  an  incongru- 
ous touch.  For  many  viewers 
the  image  was  a reminder  that 
for  all  the  sophisticated  equip- 
ment available  in  Japan,  rhere 
is  a firm  belief  that  sometimes 
the  simplest  devices  are  the 
most  effective. 

Supplies  of  chloroform,  eth- 
anol. and  an  unidentified 
brown  liquid,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  gas  masks,  were 
also  found  in  one  compound. 

The  operation  followed 


speculation  about  Aunt's  pos- 
sible involvement  in  the  gas 
attack.  The  death  toll  rose  to 
ten  yesterday,  with  more  than 
60  people  still  in  serious 
condition.  Hospitals  reported 
that  5510  people  sought  medi- 
cal treatment  as  a result  of 
inhaling  the  fumes. 

The  sea  has  been  linked  by 
media  reports  with  at  (east  two 
earlier  cases  involving  sarin. 
But  police  spokesmen  insisted 
that  the  raids  were  purely  to 
search  for  evidence  related  to 
the  abduction  in  late  February 
ol  Kiyoshi  Kariya,  a notary 
who  worked  in  western  Tokyo. 
Mr  Kariya  had  been  helping 
his  sister  to  cut  her  links  with 
the  group. 

Defence  officials  said  yester- 
day that  police  had  requested 
the  Japanese  army  last  Friday 
to  provide  gas  masks  and 
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chemical-proof  clothing. 
About  500  sets  were  given  to 
police  on  Sunday,  but  after 
Monday's  attack,  police  reque- 
sted another  3.700. 

Stock  analysts  said  yester- 
day that  a surge  in  stocks  of 
Shegematsu  Works,  the  coun- 
try's only  gas  mask  manufac- 
turer. to  almost  100  times  the 
average  daily  sales  volume 
last  Thursday  and  Friday  was 
due  to  trading  by  the  compa- 
ny’s main  investors  in  the 
lead-up  to  the  end  of  Japan's 
financial  year  on  March  31. 

The  sect  and  its  leader. 
Shoko  Asahara.  have  had 
some  well  publicised  run-ins 
with  police  in  the  past  five 
years.In  response  to  Wednes- 
day's raid.  Mr  Asahara  faxed 
a statement  to  media  organ- 
isations — including  The 
Times  — denying  involvement 
in  the  subway  attack  or  of 
kidnapping  anyone. 

“We  are  being  severely  and 
unjustly  oppressed  by  the  state 
authorities  ...  we  have  noth- 
ing at  all  to  do  with  these 
incidents."  he  said.  Mr 
Asahara  dted  a report  specu- 
lating that  the  group  was 
collecting  sarin  to  commit 
mass  suicide.  “This  evidently 
demonstrates  (the  state's)  in- 
tention of  killing  us  and 
making  it  appear  to  be  a mass 
suicide ...  If  it  is  reported  that 
our  order  committed  suicide, 
understand  that  we  were 
killed  by  the  Japanese  state 
authorities.''  he  said. 


Police  cany  a caged  canary,  to  warn  of  dangerous  gases,  during  a raid  on  one  of  the  cult's  premises  yesterday 


Guru  fed  followers  bloodf  and  mysticism 


By  Gwen  Robinson 


WITH  his  thick  black  mane  of  tangled 
hair  and  long  beard,  Shoko  Asahara 
looks  more  like  a tubby  remnant  from 
Woodstock  than  the  messianic  mass 
murderer  and  cult  guru  portrayed  in 
the  media. 

In  the  name  of  Aum  Shinrikyo 
(Supreme  Truth),  the  sect  he  founded 
with  a handful  of  devotees  in  19S7.  Mr 
Asahara,  40.  has  developed  a fanatical 
following  and  a secretive  empire 
spanning  at  least  four  countries.  In 
rare  interviews  with  foe  media,  disci- 
ples of  Aum  Shinrikyo  have  claimed 
recently  that  the  sect  boasts  10,000 
members  in  Japan.  30,000  in  Russia, 
and  thousands  more  in  America  and 
Europe. 

Mr  Asahara  is  known  to  his 
followers  as  “His  Holiness,  the  Mas- 
ter." The  sect  promotes  a version  of 


Tibetan-style  mysticism,  and  uses 
Shiva,  die  Hindu  god  of  destruction 
and  regeneration,  as  its  main  image— 
hence  the  stylised  elephanr-mask 
hoods  worn  by  the  sect’s  adherents. 

However,  the  devotion  that  Mr 
Asabara's  disciples  display  toward 
their  leader  suggest  a cult  along  the 
lines  of  the  Branch  Davidian  serf 
which  in  1993  set  fire  to  their  com- 
pound in  Waco,  Texas,  and  perished 
with  their  leader.  David  Koresh. 

Mr  Asahara.  like  many  cult  leaders, 
seems  prepared  to  fight' to  the  death. 
He  has  predicted  Armageddon  in  1997 
and.  according  to  former  sect  mem- 
bers. has  fortified  many  of  the  group’s 
facilities,  including  a helicopter. 

The  sect's  involvement  with  sarin 
gas.  observers  say.  could  be  part  of  a 
long-term  strategy  to  punish  a society 
which  has  persecuted  them  and  then 
to  commit  mass  suicide.  Mr  Asahara. 


who  appears  loJbe  media-conscious, 
has  denied  such/  allegations.  The  sect 
operates  a small  radio  station  in 
Russia,  from  where  it  can  broadcast  to 
Japan.  The  station’s  motto  is  “Tune 
into  the  tradf.jln  the  past  week,  Mr 
Asahara  has  broadcast  impassioned 
speeches  and  sung  songs  about  his 
innocence,  f 

Among  other  qualifications,  he 
claims  to  be  thb  only  Japanese  to  have 
attained  enlightenment  — a stage  he 
achieved  through  an  ascetic  experi- 
ence in  the  Himalayas.  Members  who 
have  left  the  sect  say  they  were  asked 
to  sign  overall  theirassets.  Some  paid 
the  equivalent  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
pounds.  Police  seized  what  they  pre- 
sumed to  be  a fraction  of  Mr 
Asahara’s  riches  in  yesterday’s  raids 
on  Aum  Shinrikyo  facilities  700 
million  yen  (£5  million)  in  cash  and 
gold  ingots.  Followers  who  have  paid 


the  one  million  yen  fee  or  more  for  Mr 
Asahara's  courses  in  yoga,  meditation 
and  psychic  power  have  been  offered 
swigs  of  the  master's  blood.  Mr 
Asahara  claims  to  have  designed  the' 
pyramids  in  Egypt  fin  one  of  his 
previous  incarnations). 

The  centre  of  the  sect  — and  die 
place  where  Mr  Asahara  is  said  to 
spend  most  of  his  time— is  the  village 
of  Kamikuishiki.  Residents  in  the 
remote  rural  settlement  however,  are 
unimpressed.  They  have  formed  an 
anti-Aura  Shinrikyo  committee  and 
have  lodged  complaints  against  the 
sect  ranging  from  the  alleged  manu- 
facture of  sarin  gas  to  damaging  crops 
with  cars  and  disturbing  the  peace. 
Mr  Asahara  insists  that  die  com- 
plaints. like  the  allegations  of  attempt- 
ed mass  murder,  are  part  of  a plot  to 
hide  the  truth  and  obliterate  “foe  one 
religion  vital  to  Japan*’. 


Singapore 

recalls 


its  envoy 


Singapore:  In  a growing  dip- 
lomatic row  over  the  execution 
of  a Filipina  maid  here,  Singa- 
pore yesterday  recalled  its 
Ambassador  to  the  Philip- 
pines in  retaliation  for  a 
similar  action  by  President 
Ramos  of  the  Philippines,  who 
said  that  ties  with  the  city-state 
would  be  severed  if  a govern- 
ment investigation  found  that 
the  maid  had  been  hanged  un- 
justly. 

Relations  began  to  deterio- 
rate last  week  when  Singapore 
refused  to  postpone  the  execu- 
tion of  Flor  Contemplation, 
42,  hanged  on  Friday  for  the 
1991  murders  of  a fellow 
Filipina  maid  and  a Singapor- 
ean bey.  four,  despite  pleas  by 
President  Ramos.  (AP) 
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Trade  mission 
to  Pakistan 


London:  Tony  Baldry,  the 
Parliamentary  Under-Secre- 
tary at  the  Foreign  Office, 
leaves  tomorrow  for  a five-day 
visit  to  Pakistan  with  a 43- 
strong  British  trade  mission 
representing  38  British-  finan- 
cial interests  (Michael  Binyon 
writes).  Boosting  bilateral 
trade  and  investment  will  be 
the  main  focus,  following  the 
trade  agreement  signed  by 
Benazir  Bhutto,  the  Pakistani 
Prime  Minister.  last  Novem- 
ber. Bilateral  trade  reached 
£355  million  last  year.  Mr 
Baldry  will  emphasise  British 
concern  over  the  deteriorating 
security  in  Karachi 


Six  held  in  Gaza 


over  foiled  plot 


Jerusalem:  Palestinian  police 
in  the  Gaza  Strip  yesterday 
arrested  six  activists  of  Ha- 
mas. the  Islamic  Resistance 
Movement  in  response  to  this 
week's  foiled  lorry  bombing  in 
southern  Israel  (Christopher 
Walker  writes).  The  Israeli 
Government  yesterday  can- 
celled a proposed  ministerial 
meeting  in  order  to  discuss  the 
further  release  of  Palestinian 
prisoners,  which  forms  part  of 
its  delayed  peace  agreement 
with  the  PLO. 
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Fear  for  civilians 
grows  as  Turks 
advance  into  Iraq 

By  MichaelTheodoulou  in  Nicosia  and  Michael  Evans 


TURKISH  air  and  ground 
forces  pounded  suspected  sep- 
aratist Kurdish  guerrilla 

bases  deep  inside  nonhem 
Iraq  for  a third  day  yesterday 
as  international  concern 
mounted  that  civilians  may  be 
bearing  the  brunt  of  the  huge 
offensive. 

Britain  and  Germany  ex- 
pressed concern  and  the  incur- 
sion by  such  a large  Turkish 
force  has  split  Naro.  Italy  also 
said  yesterday  that  human 
rights  should  be  observed. 

The  United  States  has  taken 
a cautious  diplomatic  line  with 
Ankara.  In  a telephone  call  to 
Tansu  Ciller,  the  Turkish 
Prime  Minister.  President 
Clinton  did  not  condemn  the 
incursion  and  received  assur- 
ances that  the  military  opera- 
tion would  safeguard  civil- 
ians. 

But  Ms  Ciller  also  said: 
“We  are  determined  that,  in 
this  final  operation,  the  job 
will  definitely  be  done.” 

Military  analysts,  however, 
doubted  that  the  heavy-hand- 
ed Turkish  operation  would 
succeed  against  the  lightly- 


armed  and  highly  mobile 
rebels  of  the  Kurdistan  Work- 
ers’ Party  (PKK).  Many  were 
thought  to  have  slipped  back 
into  Turkey  before  Ihe  35.000 
Turkish  troops  poured  over 
the  mountainous  border  on 
Monday  in  pursuit  of  what  it 
estimated  were  2L500  rebels. 

Witnesses  said  Turkish 
rroops  in  Derkar.  near  the 
Iraqi  border  town  of  Zakho, 
had  detained  villagers  sus- 
pected of  being  PKK  guerril- 
las. Their  fate  was  unclear.  An 
Iraqi  Kurdish  group  said  a 
nine-year-old  girl  and  four 
other  civilians  were  killed 
when  American-built  Turkish 
warplanes  bombed  the  village 
of  Pilingan  near  the  Iranian 
border  on  Monday. 

The  United  Nations  High 
Commissioner  for  Refugees 
and  Amnesty  International 
also  expressed  concern  at  re- 
pons  that  Turkish  rroops  had 
arrested  scores  of  Turkish 
Kurdish  refugees  and  forcibly 
returned  them  tu  Turkey.  Tur- 
key insisted  civilians  were  safe 
because  “advance  intelligence 
units"  had  pinpointed  PKK 


bases  for  targeting.  In  Bagh- 
dad. Viktor  Wahloos.  a UN 
spokesman,  said  the  Turkish 
operation  was  hampering  the 
delivery  of  relief  supplies  to 
Iraqi  Kurds. 

Details  of  the  campaign 
were  scanty  as  Turkey  has 
only  allowed  iis  own  journal- 
ists to  cross  the  border. 

After  the  statement  on  Tues- 
day from  Alain  Juppi,  the 
French  Foreign  Minister,  act- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  European 
Union,  in  which  he  rebuked 
Ankara  for  violating  Iraqi 
sovereignty,  the  Foreign  Office 
in  London  said  Ankara  had 
been  told  of  the  Government’s 
"concern"  over  Turkey's  in- 
fringement of  the  basic  princi- 
ple of  territorial  integrity. 
Ankara  has  also  been  warned 
that  Turkish  rroops  must  be 
"scrupulous"  in  ensuring  the 
safety  of  non-combatants  in 
northern  Iraq. 

The  Foreign  Office’s  con- 
cern will  be  underlined  far- 
ther when  a troika  of  EU 
foreign  ministers  from  France, 
Spain  and  Germany,  visit 
Ankara  today  to  discuss  the 
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Troops  of  the  35,000-strong  Turkish  invasion  force  view  suspected  rebel  Kurd  positions  in  Iraq  yesterday 


offensive.  Klaus  Kinkel.  the 
German  Foreign  Minister, 
said  in  a statement  issued  in 
Bonn:  "Turkey's  actions  in 
north  Iraq  give  rise  ro  the 
greatest  concern.  The  Kurdish 
problem  must  be  solved  in  the 


first  instance  through  political 
and  legal  means  and  not 
military  ones."  .In  Ankara, 
President  Seal  faro  of  Italy  said 
governments  should  safe- 
guard human  rights  while 
fighting  terrorism.  President 


Scalfaro  is  on  a state  visit  to 
Turkey.  The  Foreign  Office 
emphasised  that  there  should 
be  no  interruption  in  the  relief 
efforts  for  the  Kurds  in  north- 
ern Iraq.  They  have  been 
protected  by  daily  Nato  air 


patrols  since  the  end  of  the 
Gulf  War  following  Iraqi 
offensives  in  the  area.  The 
patrols  were  suspended  when 
Turkey  announced.the  possi- 
bility of  air  strikes  "during  its 
incursion  into  Iraq. 


Torture  of 
suspects 
in  Algeria 
‘routine’ 

By  Michael  Dynes 

GOVERNMENT  repression 
in  Algeria  is  worse  now  than 
during  the  war  of  liberation 
against  the  French,  a human 
rights  campaigner  claimed 
yesterday. 

Arbitrary  arrest  and  sum- 
mary execution  is  common- 
place. and  torture  has  become 
"routine".  Ali  Yahia  Abd  co- 
ncur, president  of  the  Algerian 
League  for  Human  Rights, 
told  the  Royal  Insitute  of 
International  Affairs  in  Lon- 
don. The  cancellation  of  Alge- 
ria’s first  post-independence 
elections  in  January  1992  un- 
leashed “a  sinister  and  bloody 
wave  of  violence  and  counter- 
violence"  which  has  so  far  cost 
an  estimated  30,000  lives,  Mr 
Abdennour  said. 

The  elections  were  cancelled 
by  the  army  after  it  became 
clear  that  the  fundamentalist 
Islamic  Salvation  From  was 
poised  for  victory. 

Twenty-nine  journalists 
have  been  assassinated,  acc- 
used of  "collaborating”  with 
the  army-backed  regime,  and 
700  schools  have  been  torched 
or  ransacked  by  extremists 
who  oppose  education,  partic- 
ularly for  women,  Mr 
Abdennour  added. 


Arabs  in  disarray 
on  anniversaiy 

By  Christopher  Walker,  middle  east  correspondent 


THE  22-member  Arab 
League  marked  the  50th  anni- 
versary of  its  founding  in 
Cairo  yesterday  with  its  house 
in  a shambles  and  many 
goals,  such  as  Arab  solidarity 
or  the  liberation  of  Palestine, 
little  more  than  dreams.  The 
tight  security  highlighted  the 
new  threat  to  the  body  from 
Islamic  extremism. 

Despite  an  elaborate 
$250,000  (£158*200)  pro- 

gramme to  mark  the  occasion, 
including  an  operetta  titled 
The  House  of  the  Arabs,  little 
could  disguise  die  fundamen- 
tal split  in  the  Arab  world 
caused  by  the  1990  Gulf  War. 

If  anything  has  changed 
since  the  founding  states  — 
Egypt  Iraq.  Jordan.  Lebanon 
and  Syria  — signed  the  origi- 
nal charter  on  March  22. 1945. 
calling  for  greater  policy  co- 
operation and  coordination, 
it  is  that  for  many  Arabs  the 
enemy  is  no  longer  Israel  but 
their  own  Arab  neighbours. 

For  millions  in  the  Middle 
East  the  dream  of  a unified 
Arab  world,  a hope  that  the 
league  nurtured,  has  proved 


hollow.  The  organisation  has 
failed  to  stop  at  least  half  a 
dozen  conflicts  among  mem- 
ber states,  and  a long-awaited 
court  of  justice,  to  prevent  and 
settle  intra-Arab  conflicts,  has 
failed  to  become  a reality. 

Many  Arab  diplomats  see 
Iraq’s  invasion  of  Kuwait  in 
August  1990  as  the  final 
breakdown  in  the  league's 
authority:  at  a summit  then  in 
Cairo  — the  organisation's 
last  — rival  delegations 
hurled  cutlery  as  well  as 
^insults  at  each  other. 

Kuwait  and  its  oil-rich 
neighbours  turned  to  the  Uni- 
ted States-led  coalition  to  help 
free  the  emirate.  That  split  has 
continued  to  widen:  last  week 
Saudi  Arabia  and  Kuwait 
blocked  a proposal  by  Sudan 
to  discuss  ending  sanctions 
against  Iraq. 

"After  50  years,  we  should 
take  a break  to  see  if  we  can 
make  it  better."  Walid 
Kezziha.  a lecturer  at  Cairo's 
American  University,  said. 
But  the  league  is  struggling  to 
find  an  identity  that  will  make 
it  relevant  again. 
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Corsa 
Merit 
1.2i  3dr 


Contract 

Mileage 

On -The  - 
Road 

Cash  Price 

Rfst  12 
Monthly 
Payments' 

Second  12 
Monthly 
Payments 

Plus  One 
Final  Payment 
to  Buy 

6,000  BA. 

£7.580.00 

£5900 

£90.86 

£4,087.00 

Period  in 

Amount  of 

Charges  for 

lota]  Amount 

Months 

Deposit 

Credit’ 

feyable 

25 

£2.033.05 

£96837 

£8,54837 

A.P.R. 


10.6% 


The  Corsa  Merit  is  surprisingly  big.  On 
interior  space.  On  economy.  And  on  style. 

In  fact,  you  could  say  its  price  is  the  only 
small  thing  about  it. 

Under  our  flexible  finance  plan,  Choices 
1+2+3,  and  after  you’ve  put  down  an  agreed 
deposit,  the  Merit  starts  at  just  £59  a month  in 


year  one  and  £90.86  in  year  two.  The  scheme  lasts 
for  two  years  and,  after  that,  you  have  3 choices. 

1)  \ou  can  buy  your  Corsa  for  the  fixed 
price.  2)  You  can  take  on  another  new  VauxhaJl.* 
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And  to  cap  it  all,  every  new  Corsa  Merit 
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Appeals  for  money 
follow  Queen  to 


blighted  township 


From  Alan  Hamilton  ns  port  Elizabeth 


THE  QUEEN  yesterday  visit- 
ed the  Eastern  Cape.  South 
Africa's  second  poorest  prov- 
ince, to  be  greeted  by  bare- 
breasted  dancers,  a crowd 
approaching  100,000.  and  ap- 
peal? for  British  money  to 
improve  black  living 
conditions. 

What  appeared  to  be  almost 
the  entire  population  of  New 
Brighton,  a large  black  town- 
ship near  Port  Elizabeth,  took 
to  the  streets  to  greet  the 
Queen  as  she  arrived  to  watch 
a cultural  display  in  a sports 
hail.  The  township  is  -the 
oldest  in  the  area,  founded  to 
supply  labour  to  General  Mo- 
tors and  other  post-war  for- 
eign investors  in  the  Cape,  but 
now  suffering  unemployment, 
poverty  and  poor  housing. 

There  was  little  doubt  what 
the  exuberant  crowd  wanted 
from  the  Queen:  Brirish 
money.  “The  big  message  is 


that  we  want  better  housing; 
we  need  to  work  together  with 
Britain  to  make  more  money 
for  this  country  to  build  us 
some  decent  houses,”  Gordon 
Ndlebe.  who  is  unemployed, 
said.  “Ever  since  Britain  left 
this  country,  our  money  has 
got  less  and  less.  We  have  such 
inflation:  you  can  earn  200 
rands  (about  £40)  a week  if 
you're  lucky,  but  when  you 
have  to  pay  150  to  the  grocer, 
what’s  left?" 

The  appeal  for  aid  was  repe- 
ated by  Raymond  M hi  aba, 
premier  of  the  Eastern  Cape, 
in  a speech  ai  a lunch  given  for 
the  Queen  at  Vista  University, 
a campus  built  five  years  ago 
for  black  students,  but  now 
admitting  ail  races. 

“Our  province  desperately 
needs  capital  injection  for 
economic  growth.  This  is  the 
second  poorest  province  in 
South  Africa;  we  need  external 


assistance."  he  said.  In  reply, 
the  Queen  recalled  happy 
memories  of  her  visit  in  1947. 
but  added  that  they  were 
tinged  with  sadness  at  the 
events  of  the  apartheid  era,  a 
subject  she  has  rarely  men- 
tioned in  public. 

“But  in  1995  we  meet  in  a 
new  South  Africa  which  has 
rejoined  the  Commonwealth 
and  is  working  hard  to  over- 
come the  legacy  of  the  years  of 
apartheid  and  prejudice,"  she 
said.  She  then  proposed  a 
toast  to  the  Government  and 
people  of  the  Eastern  Cape. 
But  the  450  guests  had  to  raise 
empty  glasses  because  the 
wine  had  been  poured  only  on 
the  top  table. 

The  Queen,  accompanied  by 
Nceba  Faku,  Mayor  of  Port 
Elizabeth  and  an  ANC  stal- 
wart who  shared  detention  on 
Robben  Island  with  President 
Mandela,  sat  in  New  Brigh- 


The  Queen  and  Nceba  Faku.  Mayor  of  Port  Elizabeth,  enjoy  traditional  dances  by  a mixed  troupe  in  New  Brighton  yesterday 


ton's  Centenary  Hall  to  listen 
to  a Xhosa  choir,  followed  by 
the  New  Generation  Produc- 
tion, a mixed  dance  troupe 
who  performed  in  loincloths. 
The  Queen  looked  stern  at 


first  but  eventually  smiled.  “1 
am  amazed  at  their  energy." 
she  told  Mr  Faku.  Palace 
officials  pointed  out  that  the 
Queen  had  probably  seen  a 
greater  variety  of  tribal  per- 


forming arts,  much  of  it  half- 
clad.  than  any  other  person 
alive.  Later,  the  Queen  visited 
two  Port  Elizabeth  community 
projects  being  supported  by 
British  money.  But  in  New 
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Base  Unit 
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Outstanding  deals  are  available  on  many 
other  magnificent  Wrighton  ranges. 

For  example,  Milford  (illustrated]  is  available 
with  the  same  package  as  Leamington  above. 


im  £29389 


Under.  SOOrrrra  5 Drawer.  Wall  Unfts:  1 000mm. 
600mm  & 500mm.  plus  bOOmm  Bridging  Unit. 
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Brighton,  the  Azanian  Peo- 
ple's Organisation  has  its  own 
ideas  on  how  Britain  could 
help  their  country.  They  want 
the  Queen  to  give  back  the 
Star  of  Africa,  the  South 


Duke  visits  village 


raised  from  ruins 


From  Inigo  Gilmore  in  magopa.  near  venters  dorp 
and  Michael  Hamlyn  in  kimberley 


AS  THE  dust-covered  convoy 
carrying  the  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh crawled  into  view', 
people  lining  the  dirt  road 
cheered  and  waved. 

“I  don’t  know  who  he  is  or 
where  he  is  from,  but  I know 
this  is  am  important  visit” 
said  unemployed  Jacob 
More.  28.  “Just  by  coming 
here  people  wfll  see  that  we 
are  suffering  and  it  may  help 
to  improve  our  lives." 

Mr  More  was  one  of  several 
hundred  to  give  the  Duke  a 
warm  welcome  to  Magopa. 


The  village,  lying  on  lush  veld 
15  miles  north  or  Ventersdorp, 


15  miles  north  of  Ventersdorp, 
the  Western  Transvaal  home 
of  the  neo-Nazi  Afrikaner 
Resistance  Movement  is  one 
of  nine  pilot  projects  where 
land  redistribution  is  under 
Wray.  It  was  launched  by  the 
Government  last  month  at  a 
cost  of  £57  million. 

It  was  here  that  the 
Bakwena  tribe  ran  a prosper- 
ous farming  business  before 
the  Government  in  1984  forc- 
ibly removed  5.000  inhabit- 
ants at  gunpoint  and  resettled 
them  on  unproductive  land. 
Thor  homes,  school  and 
churches  were  bulldozed. 

But  last  year,  the  people 


Mandela 

warrant 

ruled 

invalid 


Setback  for 
Britain 
over  Unicef 


From  James  Bone 

IN  NEW  YORK 


By  Inigo  Gilmore 
and  Ray  Kennedy 


POLICE  are  expected  to  apply 
for  a fresh  warrant  to  search 
the  home  and  offices  of  Winnie 
Mandela  following  a judge’s 
ruling  in  Johannesburg  yes- 
terday that  the  warrant  issued 
three  weeks  ago  was  invalid 
and  that  seized  documents  be 
returned  to  her  immediately. 

A spokesman  for  George 
flvaz,  the  police  commission- 
er. said  a meeting  of  senior 
officers  would  probably  be 
held  today  at  which  a derision 
would  be  made  on  whether  to 
apply  for  a new  warrant 


“Inquiries  are  continuing.  The 
court  ruling  does  not  detract 


court  ruling  does  not  detract 
from  foe  seriousness  of  foe 
criminal  investigations  con- 
cerning Mrs  Mandela,”  the 
spokesman  added. 

Police  have  accused  foe 

estranged  wife  of  iPresident 
Mandela  of  taking  75,000 
rands  (£13.000)  in  bribes  to 
obtain  contracts  for  a builder. 
They  have  said  their  inquiries 
involved  “millions  of  rands”. 

The  ruling  by  Mr  Justice 
Streicher  was  welcomed  with 
whoops  of  delight  outside  foe 
Rand  Supreme  Court  by  Mrs 
Mandela’s  supporters.  Both 
foe  Government  and  foe 
police  have  been  embarrassed, 
although  Sydney  Mufamadi, 
Minister  of  Safety  and  Sec- 
urity. insisted  that  police  had 
done  nothing  wrong  in  carry- 
ing out  foe  search. 

However,  the  African  Nat- 
ional Congress  welcomed  foe 
ruling.  Cyril  Ramaphosa,  foe 
ANC’s  Secretary-General, 
who  is  considered  to  be  one  of 
Mrs  Mandela's  most  bitter 
foes  within  the  party,  said  foe 
police  raids  had  been  "heavy- 
handed,  melodramatic  and 
reminiscent  of  the  past". 

Mrs  Mandela  was  in  West 
Africa  when  police  raided  her 
luxury  Soweto  home  on 
March  1.  She  claims  she  has 
been  betrayed  by  people  with- 
in  foe  ANC  and  that  she  is 
being  victimised. 


BRITAIN’S  hopes  of  captur- 
ing the  top  post  at  the  United 
Nations  Children’s  Fund  (Uni- 
cef) are  lading  fast  as  foe  UN- 
Secretary-General  searches 
for  a woman  to  fill  the  job. 

Britain  still  officially  backs. 
Dr  Richard  Jolly,  foe  British 
development  economist'  and 
long-time  Unicef  official  who 
took  over  as  acting  executive 
director  of  the  agency  on  the 
death  of  its  American  head  in 
January. 

Boutros  Boutros  Ghali,  the 
UN  chief,  has  made  it  dear 
that  he  intends  to  appoint  a 
woman  to  help  to  boost  female 
representation  at  the  highest 
levels  of  foe  UN  in  foe  run-up 
to  foe  UN  women’s  conference 
in  Peking  in  September.  At 
last  weekend’s  ministerial 
meeting  in  Carcassonne, 
France,  the  EU  rallied  behind 
the  candidacy  of  Elisabeth 
Refan,  a former  Finnish  De- 
fence Minister. 
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African  diamond  in  the  scep- 
tre of  foe  Crown  Jewels.  They 
say  it  stolen  from  foe  people  by 
the  Transvaal  Government  in 
1907.  and  given  to  King 
Edward  VII. 


were  the  first  to  be  successful- 
ly restored  to  their  land  after  a 
protracted  legal  battle.  The 
Duke  was  shown  pictures  of 
foe  removal  and  return  of  foe 
community. 

Doric  Hanekom,  foe  Land 
Affaire  Minister  who  accom- 
panied foe  Duke,  recalled 
how  the  Queen  contributed  to 
changing  the  former  apart- 
heid Government's  policy.  He 
said  a letter  from  a threatened 
village  to  the  Queen  in  the 
mid-1980s  resulted  in  her  rais- 
ing foe  matter  with  Margaret 
Thatcher,  then  Prime  Minis- 
ter. The  village  had  -been 
granted  the  land  by  King 
Edward  vn,  and  the  Queen’s 
action  led  Mrs  Thatcher  to 
raise  the  issue  noth'  former 
President  Botha.  Pretoria  was 
embarrassed  into  changing 
its  policy.  The  Duke;  dearly 
touched,  congratulated  the 
residents  on  returning  to  their 
land. 

Earlier,  in  Kimberley,  foe 
Duke  saw  some  of  foe  finest 
diamonds  in  the  -world,  and 
was  given  one  as  a souvenir. 
“1  hope  diamonds  will  not 
anty  be  a glrTs  best  friend,  but 
South  Africa’s  best  friend 
too.”  he  said. 
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Belgian  Foreign 
Minister  resigns 
in  bribe  scandal 

From  George  Brock  in  Brussels 


BELGIUM'S  Foreign  Minis- 
ter. Frank  Vandenbroucke.  re- 
signed last  night  after  making 
a series  of  fresh  and 
tantalising  disclosures  in  a 
bribery  scandal  that  threatens 
the  careers  of  several  other 
leading  Belgian  politicians. 

Mr  Vandenbroucke,  38. 
admitted  that  in  1991 . when  he 
was  president  of  the  Flemish 
Socialist  parry,  he  ordered  the 
party’s  treasurer  to  bum 
money  held  in  a safe  deposit 
box  to  comply  with  laws  on 
financing  political  parties. 
Etienne  Mange,  the  treasurer, 
who  appears  to  have  dis- 
obeyed the  instruction,  has 
told  magistrates  that  the  Ital- 
ian helicopter  firm  Agu&ra 
paid  El  million  to  the  party  to 
help  to  obtain  a contract  to  sell 
helicopters  to  Belgium.  Mr 
Vandenbroucke  said  that  he 
bad  no  idea  how  much  money 
was  in  the  box  nor  where  it 
had  come  from. 

Earlier.  Mr  Vandenbroucke 
had  said  that  he  would  not 
resign  unless  he  was  charged 
in  the  investigation.  “All  this  is 
not  very  pretty,”  he  said  of  his 
revelations  at  a press  confer- 
ence yesterday.  “But  it  makes 
sense.”  . 

Mr  Vandenbroucke's  disclo- 
sure raises  at  least  as  many 
questions  as  it  answers.  Some 
will  be  directed  at  Willy  Claes, 
who  was  closely  involved  in 


Vandenbroucke:  told 
treasurer  to  bum  cash 


the  helicopter  purchase  in 
1988.  and  who  is  now  the 
Secretary -General  of  Nato. 
Mr  Vandenbroucke  succeeded 
Mr  Claes  as  Foreign  Minister 
last  year. 

Sir  Michael  Alexander,  a 
former  British  Ambassador  to 
Nato,  told  the  BBC  this  week 
that  the  position  of  Mr  Claes 
would  become  untenable  if 
uncertainly  over  the  scandal 
went  on  much  longer. 

The  scandal  has  decimated 
the  French-speaking  Socialist 
party,  which  saw  three  of  its 
ministers  resign  last  year;  two 
are  due  to  stand  trial  later  this 
year.  More  recently,  the  inqui- 
ry has  centred  on  the  smaller 
Flemish  Socialist  party:  five 


people,  including  Mr  Mange, 
are  in  custody  while  they  are 
questioned  by  magistrates  in 
connection  with  charges  of 
pocketing  kickbacks  from 
French  -and  Italian  firms 
which  won  contracts  for  Bel- 
gium's armed  forces  in  the  late 
1980s.  France's  Dassault  avia- 
tion company  has  also  been 
named. 

Belgian  television  last  night 
reported  that  police  were 
searching  the  Flemish  Social- 
ist party  headquarters.  The 
party’s  leaders  in  1988.  includ- 
ing Mr  Vandenbroucke  and 
Mr  Claes,  have  admitted  that 
they  heard  about  the  offer  of 
an  Italian  bribe  but  said  that 
they  did  nothing  about  it. 

A statement  from  the  Royal 
Palace  said  that  King  Albert 
had  accepted  the.  resignation 
of  Mr  Vandenbroucke,  who 
was  also  Deputy  Prime  Minis- 
ter. It  said  he  would  be 
succeeded  as  Foreign  Minister 
by  Eric  Derycke.  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  'Development  Co- 
operation. Johan  Vande  La- 
notte.  the  Interior  Minister, 
will  also  become  a Deputy 
Prime  Minister. 

A Nato  spokesman  said  that 
he  had  no  comment.  Jean-hue 
Dehaene,  the  Belgian  Prime 
Minister,  said  in  a statement 
that  he  regretted  seeing  Mr 
Vandenbroucke  leave  the 
Government. 


Bade,  on  Earth  yesterday  after  a 
record-breaking  438  days  in  space 
aboard  the  orbiting  Mir  space  star 
tion,  Russian  cosmonaut  Valeri 
Polyakov,  52,  celebrates  with  a enp  of 
tea.  Minutes  earlier,  looking  pale  and 
unsteady  but  otherwise  healthy,  be 
emerged  from  a space  module  after 
landing  on  the  steppes  of  Kazakhstan 
(Richard  Beeston  writes).  “I  feel  all 


Russian  sets  n< 

right,”  Dr  Polyakov  said  as  he  was 
subjected  in  a series  of  medical  tests. 
He  had  volunteered  for  the  mission  to 
test  the  effects  on  the  human  body  of 
long  periods  of  weightlessness,  a vital 
exercise  for  such  future  international 
projects  as  the  Alpha  space  station 


w space  record 

and  die  proposed  manned  mission  to 
Mars.  To  compensate  for  weightless- 
ness, Dr  Polyakov  performed  inten- 
sive exercises  on  Mix's  cycling 
machine  and  was  also  on  a course  of 
specially  designed  drugs  to  compen- 
sate for  the  calcium  deficiency  which . 


prolonged  space  flight  engenders. 
Norman  Thagard,  who  became  foe 
first  American  astronaut  to  join  the 
Mir  space  station  last  week  and 
returned  to  Earth  with  Dr  Polyakov 
and  another  Russian,  said  Dr 
Polyakov  had  come  through  his 
endurance  record  in  good  shape.  “He 
is  big  and  strong  and  looks  like  he 
could  wrestle  a bear.1*  he  said. 


Dudayev:  main  base  is 
almost  surrounded 


Chechens 
battle  to 
save  last 
bastion 

From  AnatolLieven 

IN  MOSCOW 

CHECHEN  separatist  forces 
were  last  night  fighting  to 
defend  their  last  stronghold  in 
the  face  of  a new  Russian 
offensive  apparently  aimed  at 
finally  crushing  them  and 
ending  the  war.  As  evening  fell 
the  town  of  Shali.  the  Chechen 
headquarters,  was  reported  to 
be  surrounded  on  three  sides 
and  under  heavy  bom- 
bardment 

The  latest  Russian  assault 
comes  103  days  after  the  start 
of  the  huge  Russian  military 
intervention  in  Chechenia. 
Pavel  Grachev,  the  Defence 
Minister,  had  previously  rash- 
ly predicted  the  invasion  could 
be  completed  by  one  para- 
troop  regiment  in  two  hours. . 

The  latest  Russian  ground 
offensive  comes  after  an  inten- 
sive three-day  bombardment 
of  the  towns  of  Shali,  Argun 
and  Gudermes,  the  main  cen- 
tres still  under  the  control  of 
General  Dzhokhar  Dudayev, 
the  Chechen  leader.  It  marks  a 
break  with  the  Russian  strate- 
gy of  recent  weeks,  which  has 
been  to  try  to  isolate  the 
Dudayev  forces  without 
launching  direct  assaults  on 
Chechen  population  centres. 


Yeltsin  warned  that 


Caucasus  conflict 
may  harm  G7  ties 

By  Michael  Binyon.  diplomatic  editor 
and  Michael  Kallen bach  in  bonn 


WARREN  CHRISTOPHER, 
the  American  Secretary  of 
State,  gave  a warning  yester- 
day that  Russia's  military 
campaign  in  Chechenia  could 
halt  Moscow’s  evolving  links 
with  the  Group  of  Seven 
industrialised  nations. 

Speaking  in  Geneva  before 
he  began  talks  with  Andrei 
Kozyrev,  the  Russian  Foreign 
Minister,  he  said  the  escala- 
tion of  the  conflict  was  a 
“serious  error”. 

President  Yeltsin  has  been 
pressing  the  West  for  Russia's 
full  inclusion  in  the  economic 
as  well  as  political  talks  at  the 
Halifax  summit  this  summer. 

Mr  Christopher,  however, 
strongly  defended  America's 
continued  ties  with  and  aid  for 
Russia,  despite  strong  differ- 
ences over  Chechenia  and 
Russian  nuclear  reactor  sales 
to  Iran.  His  talks  last  night 
were  an  attempt  to  narrow 
their  differences  over  Bosnia 
and  the  expansion  of  Nato  and 
also  to  plan  arrangements  for 
President  Clinton’s  visit  to 
Moscow. 

Their  meeting  came  as 
Helmut  Kohl,  the  German 
Chancellor,  sought  assur- 
ances from  Moscow  that  Sec- 
ond World  War  veterans  will 


Kozyrev-  seeks  special 
relationship  with  Nato 


not  wave  Nazi  flags  in  his  face 
if  he  attends  Russia’s  VE-Day 
ceremonies  in  May.  He  has 
already  discussed  his  invita- 
tion to  Moscow  with  President 
Clinton,  who  has  been  told  by 
President  Yeltsin  that  this 
year's  parade  in  Red  Square 
would  be  devoid  of  military 
machinery  and  pomp. 

Mr  Christopher  is  hoping  to 
soothe  Russian  anxieties  over 
proposals  allowing  East  Euro- 
pean former  members  of  the 
Warsaw  Pact  to  join  Naio.  He 
does  not  want  a public  con- 
frontation between  Mr  Clin- 
ton and  Mr  Yeltsin  over  the 
issue  during  the  Moscow 
ceremonies. 

Mr  Kozyrev  is  expected  to 
reiterate  demands  that  Mos- 
cow be  offered  a special  treaty 
relationship  with  Nato.  be 
consulted  on  all  important 
security  issues  and  that  it 
should  not  be  left  out  of 
European  defence  arrange- 
ments. European  Union  for- 
eign ministers  appeared  at 
their  informal  meeting  last 
weekend  to  concede  the  need 
to  give  Russia  a privileged 
relationship.  The  American 
Congress  is  expected  to  take  a 
harder  line. 

President  Clinton  has  come 
under  strong  pressure  to 
abandon  his  trip  to  Moscow 
because  of  the  Russian  attack 
on  Chechenia.  Bur  Mr 
Kozyrev  was  likely  to  reinforce 
Moscow's  view  that  any  last- 
minute  cancellation  would 
cause  enormous  offence, 
severely  straining  East-West 
relations. 

Several  German  commenta- 
tors have  expressed  astonish- 
ment at  Mr  Clinton’s  decision 
to  go  to  Moscow  — at  the 
expense  of  both  London  and 
Paris  — for  VE-Day  celebra- 
tions and  said  the  White 
House  excuse  that  Mr  Clinton 
cannot  please  all  the  Allies 
was  totally  unacceptable. 


Nuclear 
sub  to  be 
entombed 
on  sea  bed 

By  Michael  Evans 

DEFENCE  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  Russians  are  planning  to 
buDd  a concrete  tomb  around 
a sunken  nuclear  submarine 
to  prevent  radiation  leaks. 

The  submarine.  Komsomo- 
lets.  sank  off  the  north  Norwe- 
gian coast  in  1989  with  the  loss 
of  42  lives.  It  is  now  embedded 
in  mud  in  international  waters 
more  than  5300ft  below  the 
surface. 

Carrying  20  conventional 
and  two  nudear-tipped  torpe- 
does, Komsomolets  is  estimat- 
ed to  contain  22  to  261b  of 
plutonium. 

Russian  and  Norwegian  ex- 
perts have  expressed  fears  that 
radioactive  materials  leaking 
from  the  submarine  could 
pollute  the  seabed.  Plans  to 
raise  the  submarine  were 
scrapped  because  the  opera- 
tion was  too  risky. 

Russian  authorities  tried 
last  year  to  seal  off  the  torpedo 
hatches  and  plug  holes  in  the 
submarine,  but  now  a longer 
term  solution  has  been  agreed. 
Mikhail  Tolokonnikov.  who  is 
the  head  of  the  underwater 
works  department  of  Russia’s 
ministry  for  emergencies,  said 
in  an  interview  with  the 
Rossiiskoya  Gazeta  news- 
paper. “We  have  to  build  a 
sarcophagus  using  special 
substances  capable  of  absorb- 
ing plutonium." 

Mr  Tolokonnikov  said  it 
would  take  a month  for  under- 
water robots  to  build  a tomb 
around  the  submarine. 

“The  reactor  is  intact  There 
is  no  radiation."  he  said.  “The 
reactor  will  be  safe  until  it  dies 
out  naturally  after  a hundred 
years.” 

The  tomb  for  the  submarine 
will  be  similar,  though  on  a 
smaller  scale,  to  the  plan  for 
building  a concrete  wall 
around  the  reactor  at  the 
crippled  Chernobyl  nuclear 
power  plant 


Long  Island  train  killer  gets  200  years 


From  Ben  Macintyre  in  new  york 


convicted  Long  Island 
Ly  killer.  Colin  Fergu- 
at  expressionless  in  a 
York  courtroom  as  he 
; rated  by  survivors  and 
es  of  his  victims  Yester- 
e was  sentenced  to  zuu 

■us cm  was  convicted  lasr 
nf  killing  six  people 


and  wounding  19  others  when 
he  opened  fire  with  an  auto- 
matic pistol  on  a crowded 
commuter  train  on  December 
7.  1993.  The  gunman.  37. 
refused  to  plead  insanity, 
despite  a history  of  extreme 
paranoia,  and  mounted  his 
own  wildly  eccentric  defence, 
in  which  he  claimed  to  have 


CAR  INSURANCE 


been  victimised.  Prosecutors 
had  asked  Judge  Donald 
Belfi  to  impose  the  maximum 
sentence  of  200  years  in 
prison  on  Ferguson,  the  prod- 
uct of  a wealthy  Jamaican 
family.  A dozen  survivors  and 
relatives  of  those  killed  in  the 
massacre  took  the  witness 
stand  on  Tuesday,  as  permit- 
ted under  New  York  law.  to 
describe  the  horror  of  their 
ordeal  leaving  most  of  those 
present  in  tears. 

Carolyn  McCarthy,  whose 
husband  was  killed  and 
whose  son  was  left  partially 
paralysed  in  the  attack,  said 
that  due  to  Ferguson’s  actions 
she  had  been  “sentenced  to  a 
life  of  pain  and  suffering". 

“1  don’t  believe  you  are 
crazy,  Colin  Ferguson.  I 
believe  you  knew  exactly  what 
you  were  doing  ...  we  will 
learn  to  laugh  again,  we  will 
learn  to  love  again  and  we 
wall  all  survive.  But  you  will 


not,"  Mrs  McCarthy  said. 
Another  witness.  Robert 
Gingliano.  who  was  shot  sev- 
eral times,  lunged  towards 
Ferguson  after  describing 
how  he  had  watched  another 
of  the  victims,  Marita 
Magtoto,  die.  “This  man  is  an 
animal.  Just  give  me  five 
minutes  alone  with  him  and 
111  show  him  what  pain  is," 
Mr  Giugliano  shouted. 

Dennis  Lemke  Ferguson's 
court-appointed  lawyer, 
began  to  weep.  “I  see  you 
crying."  Ferguson  snapped. 
Mr  Lemke  assured  him:  “It 
has  nothing  to  do  with  your 
guilt  or  innocence.  These 
people  have  suffered." 

A veteran  prosecutor, 
George  Peck,  said  the  case 
was  foe  most  horrific  he  had 
encountered.  “This  is  a man 
born  in  privilege  and  raised  In 
privilege.  However,  some- 
where in  his  upbringing,  he 
started  to  hate  people'’ 


American  TV  shows  face  Euro  curbs 


From  Wolfgang  MCnchau  in  Brussels 


PANDERING  to  French  anxi- 
eties about  its  crumbling  film 
industry,  foe  European  Com- 
mission yesterday  tightened 
European  broadcasting  legis- 
lation to  force  television  chan- 
nels to  curb  American 
television  imports. 

If  the  rules  are  approved  by 
EU  culture  ministers,  Euro- 
pean broadcasters  — includ- 
ing privately-owned  satellite 
channels— wifi  have  to  ensure 
that  at  least  51  per  cent  of  their 
programmes  are  produced  in 
the  Union.  The  rules  are 
designed  to  protect  the  Euro- 
pean film  and  television  in- 
dustries. but  will  apply  for 


only  ten  years.  After  that  they 
are  expected  to  be  able  to 
withstand  the  full  force  of 
international  competition. 

The  new  rules  are  a classic 
EU  compromise,  in  that  they 
give  ground  to  liberalisers  and 
protectionists.  The  French 
Government  which  has 
turned  audiovisual  policy  into 
one  of  the  priorities  of  its  EU 
presidency,  had  asked  for  even 
stricter  measures.  Id  France, 
for  example,  state-owned  tele- 
vision cannot  show  feature 
films  m Friday  nights  — a 
measure  intended  to  lure  the 
italic  to  cinemas.  Britain  and 
/,  however,  have  pre- 


public tod 
Germany, 


vailed  in  their  desire  not  to  see 
restrictions  imposed  on  the 
new  multi-media  services, 
such  as  pay-as-you-view.  or 
home-shopping  networks. 

In  drafting  the  broadcasting 
rules,  the  Commission  elimi- 
nated a clause  in  a I9S9 
directive,  under  which  broad- 
casters were  held  to  observe 
local  content  rules  “wherever 
practical”.  With  the  removal  of 
this  contentious  loophole, 
broadcasters  wifi  no  longer  be 
able  to  argue  that  it  is  imprac- 
tical for  them  to  comply  with 
the  directive.  The  Commission 
agreed  to  grant  an  exemption 
for  thematic  broadcasting 


channels,  such  as  TNT,  a 
cartoon  network  owned  by 
Ted  Turner,  the  founder  and 
owner  of  CNN.  Thematic 
channels,  however,  will  be 
required  to  invest  at  least  25 
per  cent  of  their  programming 
budget  in  EU-made  features. 

The  decision  to  leave  multi- 
media  services  unaffected  by 
EU  regulations  amounts  to  a 
victory  for  Commission 
liberalisers  led  by  Martin 
Bangemann.  foe  German  In- 
dustry Commissioner,  and 
Jacques  Santer,  the  Commis- 
sion’s President  Both  had 
argued  against  "roadblocks 
on  foe  superhighway". 


ill  got  great 
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If  you  are  looking  for  a mortgage  or  a remongage,  it's 
still  an  excellent  time  to  talk  to  Bradford  & Bingley1. 

That’s  because  right  now,  we  have  a choice  of  highly 
competitive  mortgage  options  that  can  save  you  thousands  of 
pounds,  just  when  you  need  it  most. 

In  addition  to  our  low  discounted  nates  and  high 
cashback,  we  can  also  offer  you  some  very 
attractive  fixed  rates. 


And  if  you  apply  now  you  can  save  even  more  money 
with  the  household  discounts  available  in  our  free  House 
Movers  Guide. 

So  all  in  all , our  extensive  range  of  mortgages  are 
designed  to  offer  the  right  deal  for  you.  To  Gnd  out  more,  dip 
the  coupon,  call  our  Helpdesk  on  the  freephone  number  or 

0 S 0 0 2 5 2 9 9 3*  P°P  I1110  y°ur  nearest  branch  (we’re  in  Yellow 


Pages).  Please  quote  reference: 


TT  23/3 


For  full  details  of  Bradford  & Bingley  Mortgages,  return  this  coupon  to  FREEPOST,  Bradford  & Bingley  Building  Society.  H5I,  PO  Box  2, 
Main  Street,  Bingley,  West  Yorkshire  BD16  2BR.  , 


Name:  (Mr/Mte/Mnt- 


Ari  dress:. 


BRADFORD 

&BINGLEY 


-Telephone:  - 


Postcode: 

Information  you  provide  on  this  coupon  may  be  held  on  computer  by  the  Society  and  used  for  research,  analysis  and  informing  you  of  financial 
and  related  products  and  services.  It  may  also  be  disclosed  to  subsidiaries  and  asodaied  bodies  of  die  Society  Tor  these  purposes.  If  you  would 
prefer  not  to  be  sent  other  information  about  product)  and  services  please  riclc  ibis  box.  Q 


YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE 

OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  23  1995 


The  Rev  Christopher  Wardale  (right)  with  Malcolm  Macourt  “We  were  accepted  as  a couple.  And  we  were  — respectable.  We  don’t  go  roaring  around  in  women's  dothes" 


Thank  heaven  for  tolerance 


In  Middle  England  the  parish  faithful  want  to  keep  a good  vicar 
and  don’t  care  a hoot  about  his  love  life,  says  Libby  Purves 


They  joked  for  the  photogra- 
pher. “You  want  us  to  inter- 
act? Would  that  be  the  five- 
minute  raw.  or  the  full 
divorce?  What  exactly  is  for  supper. 
Malcolm?"  In  a suburban  garden  in 
Darlington.  Co  Durham,  the  vicar 
and  the  academic  stood  side  by  side, 
their  cat  weaving  restlessly  around 
their  feet,  and  looked  at  the  camera 
without  flinching. 

That  they  did  it  is  part  of  the  story. 
For  this  spring,  with  the  Bishop  of 
London  talking  of  “stability  and 
holiness  of  life"  among  gay  dergy. 
and  Dr  Carey  affirming  such  part- 
nerships as  capable  of  “genuine 
Christian  character",  there  is  a 
growing  impulse  to  stand  up  and  be 
counted:  seen  as  a parish  priest 
whose  “wife"  is  another  man,  yet 
whose  life  is  Christian  and  decorous. 
“We  were  outed  once,  in  The  Sun" 
remarks  the  Rev  Christopher 
Wardale.  “Only  we  were  so  boring 
we  only  made  page  11."  "Middle- 
aged,"  agrees  his  partner.  Malcolm 
Macourt  of  Northumbria  University. 
"Middle-class,  unspeakably  dull.” 

The  only  visibly  eccentric  aspect  of 
Mr  Wardale’s  ministry  is  the  fact  that 
his  cat.  Toxic,  writes  a column  in  the 
parish  magazine.  Mr  Macourt,  a 
university  lecrurer,  pads  around  jug- 
gling teacups  and  visitors,  while  Mr 
Wardale  talks  about  his  life.  Until  he 
was  30,  he  was  a restorer  of  medieval 
stained  glass.  “I  still  see  a church 
sometimes  and  remember  I did  those 
angels!"  For  years  he  worked  on  the 
windows  of  York  Minster.  He  was 
always  a practising  Christian,  his 
inner  religious  life  rooted  in  his 
region.  “The  Celtic  Christianity  of  the 


North  Cast  moves  me:  Aidan  and 
Cuthbert.  that  sense  of  adventurous 
pilgrimage,  of  travelling  life  together, 
with  a purpose.  Maybe  I was  a brittle 
Anglo-Catholic  for  a while,  but  not 
now:  I answer  to  anything,  from 
Father  to  ‘hey  you’.”  He  took  orders 
late:  “I  kept  putting  God  off." 

Not  because  of  his  homosexuality, 
though.  That,  he  insists,  was  never  a 
problem.  “Nobody  ever  asked.  It 
didn't  seem  to  be  an  issue,  and  I never 
had  any  guilt."  He  served  as  curate  in 
Darlington,  then  had  his  first  parish. 
Hedworth.  “A  pit  village.  I used  to 
talk  to  men  in  the  pub  about  the 
Bishop  of  Durham  and  the  virgin 
birth,  and  they’d  all  watch  him  in  the 
pub,  on  Everyman.  He  was  ours,  you 
see."  In  1984.  he  met  Mr  Macourt 

And  what  is  their  relationship?  Is  it 
tied  up  with  “stability  and  holiness", 
as  irrevocable  as  a Christian  mar- 
riage? He  thinks,  quietly.  “Yes.  There 
was  a point  when  we,  as  it  were, 
plighted  our  troth.  Rather  a shock,  to 
know  you  are  stuck  with  someone  for 
life.  We  live  in  love:  but  also,  we  are 
the  old  jacket  the  pair  of  slippers, 
familiar.  There  is  this  obsession  with 
sex,  isn't  there?  Once,  single  men  set 
up  house  together  and  nobody 
thought  twice.  Ifeople  think  too  much 
about  the  sex,  not  the  relationship." 

In  the  pit  village,  they  were  an 
accepted  fixture.  “When  we  left  we 
both  got  presents,  and  so  did  our 
respective  parents.  We  were  accepted 
as  a couple.  Small  communities  do 


take  on  people's  individuality,  you 
know.  And  we  were  — respectable. 
We  don’t  go  roaring  around  in 
women's  clothes.”  Parishioners,  it 
seems,  are  tolerant  of  gayness  unless 
it  deliberately  frightens  them  off  with 
leather  and  chains  and  way-out 
politics  and  promiscuity.  “Well,"  says 
Mr  Macourt  “that  would  frighten 

‘We  were  outed 
once,  in  The  Sun, 
only  we  were  so 
boring  we  only 
made  page  11’ 

me  off.  I don’t  even  get  asked  to 
University  Gaysoc  meetings  any 
more.  Dull,  you  see."  "Not  camp," 
explains  Mr  Wardale  bluffly.  “Rather 
embarrassing,  all  that  stuff." 

Coming  to  Darlington,  however, 
brought  difficulties.  In  a staid,  mid- 
dle-class, suburban  parish  they 
might  have  found  it  politic  to  pretend 
to  be  mere  friends  — Mr  Macourt 
after  all,  keeps  his  own  flat  in 
Newcastle.  “But  there  is  such  a tiling 
as  integrity,"  says  Mr  Wardale 
quietly.  "We  don’t  pretend." 

At  this  point  both  men  left  me  to 


talk  alone  to  a group  of  parishioners, 
who  had  turned  up  very  much 
wanting  their  views  on  the  record. 
There  was  a row  when  the  vicar  was 
appointed,  and  a score  of  parishio- 
ners left  Vincent  Clarke  was  church- 
warden then,  and  remembers  it  with 
anger.  “The  word  homosexual  was 
used  in  a certain  mischievous  letter. 
Without  that  word  there  would  have 
been  no  trouble."  He  seems  to  dislike 
the  word  a lot  more  than  the  reality. 
"1  don't  understand  that  word  gay. 
Or  homosexual.  If  it  means"  — he 
shudders  — “effeminate,  well,  he 
isn't  He’s  just  a blunt  Yorkshireman. 
He  makes  you  think" 

Cedi  Robinson,  of  the  PCC.  says: 
“He  is  the  most  considerate  vicar  I 
have  ever  known.  The  other  thing  — 
well,  he  doesn't  cause  scandal.  I\e 
spent  my  b'fe  in  unions,  working  for 
equal  opportunities.  You  cant  just 
pay  lip-service,  can  your  The  whole 
group,  well  over  50.  devotedly 
churchy  and  as  middle-England  as 
they  come,  can  hardly  find  enough 
words  to  assure  me  that  they  love 
their  vicar  and  are  happy  for  him  to 
be  an  intimate  of  their  lives,  christen 
their  grandchildren,  many  their 
daughters  and  bury  their  dead. 

Only  Margaret  Fowler,  shy,  elder- 
ly and  outwardly  conventional,  tries 
to  express  the  processes  by  which  she 
came  to  this  total  acceptance.  There 
is  ignorance  and  bigotry.  When  he 
came,  it  made  me  think  hard  and 
long.  It  brought  me  greater  under- 


standing. Why  should  people  be 
denied  their  vocation,  and  normal  life 
with  someone,  because  they’re  not 
what  we  consider  ‘normal’?  He  is  a 
wonderful  vicar.  You  can  bring  him 
any  personal  problem."  Bill  Simp- 
son. next  to  Vincent,  slyly  lets  me 
further  into  the  rather  wonderful, 
very  Anglican  joke  of  their  staid 
suburb's  sudden  entry  into  the  1990s. 
“Our  curate's  a woman,  you  know-. 
They  throw  everything  at  us!” 

Malcolm  sees  them  oca. 

Himself  an  archdea- 
con's son.  his  current 
professional  research  is 
into  the  sociology  of  religious  organi- 
sations. He  puts  his  finger  on  why  it 
has  worked  here.  “There  is  a strong 
sense  of  good  order  and  decency. 
People  agree  to  accept  homosexuality 
because  actually,  they  never  had  any 
strong  sense  of  the  thing  itself  being 
wrong  in  the  first  place.  And  they 
have  learnt  what  the  Gay  Christian 
Movement  keeps  on  trying  to  per- 
suade people:  that  accepting  it  doesn’t 
mean  accepting  that  anything  goes. 
There  are  still  strong  moral  laws 
about  relationships." 

So  there  you  are.  The  Rev  Christo- 
pher Wardale,  vicar  of  Holy  Trinity,  is 
backed  by  bishop  and  parish,  wel- 
come at  the  primary  school  and 
chaplain  not  only  to  the  sixth-form 
college  but  — by  personal  invitation  — 
to  the  local  Royal  British  Legion.  And 
he  lives  with  a man.  He  is  happy. 

“You  see,  I love  being  a clergyman. 

I like  church,  taking  services,  preach- 
ing, baptism,  marriages,  funerals, 
festivals.  I love  it.  I love  people.  I feel  I 
can  make  a difference." 


Complaining 
makes  you  feel 
much  better 

We  need  to  learn  that  kicking  up^ 
a fuss  is  always  worthwhile 


I WISH  I could  congratu- 
late Mrs  Bottomley  on  mak- 
ing it  easier  for  patients  to 
complain.  I'd  like  to,  1 really 
would.  A more  cynical  poli- 
tician would  have  barricad- 
ed herself  behind  the  official 
complaints  statistics,  insist- 
ing that  99  per  cent  of 
patients  are  entirely  satis- 
fied with  the  way  the  NHS 
treats  them,  because  only 
one.  in  a hundred  com- 
plains. The  truth,  as  Mrs  B 
acknowledges,  is  that  it’s 
quicker  and  simpler  to 
build  a mountain  with  mar- 
bles than  to  get  a complaint 
through  the  system. 

So  she  has  made  com- 
plaining easier  for  patients. 
(Well,  at  any  rare  she  says 
she  has.  We’ll  have  to  wait 
and  see:  it  is  impossible  to 
tell  from  the  Department  of 
Health's  fussy  little  dia- 
gram littered  with  boxes 
labelled  Stage  One.  Panel 
Convened.  Health  Service 
Commissioner  and  arrows 
of  accountability  leading  to 
Patient  Satisfied.)  What  she 
has  not  done,  though,  is  to 
make  apologising 
easier  for  doctors. 

Doing  one  with- 
out the  other  is 
simply  bad  medi- 
cine. If  a doctor 
cannot  admit  a 
mistake  and  apol- 
ogise for  it 
because  he  or  she 
might  get  sued, 
the  whole  purpose 
of  making  a com- 
plaint in  the  first 
place  is  frustrated. 

At  yesterday's  press  confer- 
ence to  launch  the  new 
procedures,  the  NHS  chief 
executive  admitted  that  they 
would  do  nothing  to  im- 
prove this  awkward  legal 
situation.  Hospital  manag- 
ers will  still  have  to  decide 
whether  to  seek  legal  advice 
on  how  to  handle  individual 
complaints,  and  we  all 
know  the  lawyers  will  tell 
them  not  to  apologise,  but  to 
fudge. 

Making  a successful  com- 
plaint, whether  in  a hospital 
or  a restaurant  or  a super- 
market queue,  is  a process 
of  catharsis.  It  is  a nice, 
symmetrical  ritual:  some- 
body does  you  wrong,  you 
protest,  he  admits  he  made 
a mistake,  says  he’s  sony 
and  it  wont  happen  again, 
and  — so  long  as  you  think 
there's  a fair  chance  that  it 
won't  happen  again  — off 
you  go  feeling  much  better. 

I had  one  of  the  nicest 
meals  ever  in  a restaurant 
the  other  evening,  after 
finding  the  courage  for  the 
first  time  ever  to  send  back 
a bottle  of  wine.  It  was  only 
a house  wine,  nothing  like 
the  £55  number  sent  back 
the  other  day  by  an  MP  on  a 
select  committee  junket  to 
Brussels,  but  it  was  filthy. 
The  wine  waiter  solemnly 
tasted  it,  considered  the 
matter  with  furrowed  brow, 
agreed  and  brought  a berter 


bottle.  Thereafter  the  staff 
treated  us  with  special  cour- 
tesy. and  actually  seemed 
pleased  to  do  so.  Far  from 
souring  the  evening,  as  the 
wine  would  have  done,  my 
complaint  sweetened  it 
I can  see  that  to  someone 
who  has  had  the  wrong  leg 
amputated  this  must  look 
like  a pretty  frivolous  analo- 
gy, but  that  sort  of  medical 
disaster  is  extremely  rare. 
Most  of  what  goes  wrong  in 
medicine  is  either  to  do  with 
fine  judgment  made  under 
pressure,  or  with.  people 
failing  to  do  something  they 
should  have  done  because 
the  lines  of  communication 
got  screwed  up. 

Twenty  four  hours  in  a 
hospital  is  enough  to  con- 
vince any  patient  that  medi- 
cine is  a complex  and 
inexact  science,  that  an  aw- 
ful lot  of  people  — nurses, 
doctors,  administrators, 
even  porters  — can  have  an 
impact  on  his  recovery,  and 
that  all  of  them  are  in  a 
caring  rush.  When  some- 
thing goes  wrong  he  or  his 
relations  just 
want  to  stop  one  of 
these  hurtling  ex- 
pert bodies  in  its 
tracks,  challenge 
the  relevant  per- 
son with  the  al- 
leged sin  of 
omission  or  com- 
mission, and  go 
through  the  ritual 
of  explanation, 
admission,  apolo- 
gy and  promise  of 
improvement 
If  the  business  of  medi- 
cine is  really  about  making 
people  feel  better,  then  this 
ritual  is  an  important  part 
of  the  job.  In  some  cases  it 
may  be  too  late  to  make  the 
patient  feel  better,  but  tty 
blocking  complaints,  or 
fudging,  or  missing  out  the 
apology,  ^the  medical  au- 
thorities can  sure  as  hell 
(day  Jiavoc  with  the  blood 
pressure  of  his  relations: 

They  know  this,  of  course, 
and  die  human  beings 
among  them  would  rather 
apologise  and  have  done 
with  it  What  they  also 
know  is  that  if  they  don’t 
deal  with  the  blood  pressure 
problem  the:  sufferer  may 
look  to  a lawyer  for  relief. 
We  already  bear  much 
about  doctors  practising  de- 
fensive medicine,  but  we 
hear  little  about  the  ways  in 
which  trainee  nurses  are 
also  advised  to  practise 
defensively  for  fear  of  legal 
action. 

THE  LORD  Chancellor 
wfl]  shortly  allow  lawyers  to 
take  cases  not  just  from  the 
rich  and  very  poor  as  at 
present,  but  from  the  mid- 
dle-earning middle-classes 
on  a contingency-fee  basis. 
Before  those  litigation  flood- 
gates are  opened,  we  badly 
need  a mechanism  whereby 
our  medics  can  safely  say  j 
sorry. 


MARGOT 

NORMAN 


Launched  a year  ago.  Prince  Charles's  architectural  magazine  nearly  went  off  the  tracks.  Now,  says  Joanna  Pitman,  it’s  back  on  course 


Opening  the  monthly  maga- 
zine Perspectives  on  Archi- 
tecture today,  and  tasting 
its  sharp  tang,  is  like  the  first  sip  of 
a chilled  gin  and  tonic  in  a world 
that  has  known  only  warm,  indif- 
ferent beer.  The  anniversary  issue, 
which  goes  on  sale  today,  is 
virtually  unrecognisable  as  the 
magazine  that  was  published  in 
association  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales’s  Institute  of  Architecture, 
and  launched  a.  year  ago  with  a 
fanfare  of  expectant  eulogies  and  a 
blizzard  of  publicity . . . and  which 
promptly  fell  fiat  on  its  face. 

It  got  off  to  an  inauspicious  start 
with  the  ill-advised  choice  of  a 
photograph  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
for  the  cover  of  its  inaugural  issue, 
a derision  calculated,  it  would 
appear,  to  alarm  professionals  not 
■ wishing  to  be  associated  with  the 
classical  pastiche  school  of  architec- 
ture, and  to  arouse  suspicions 
among  the  public  that  the  maga- 
zine was  to  be  a vehicle  for  periodic 
fits  of  philistinism  from  the  Prince. 


“Unfocused"  was  the  verdict  of  the 
charitable;  “unspeakable"  said  the 
rest  And  most  stopped  reading  it 
Six  months  ago  all  that  changed. 
Giles  Worsley,  the  architectural 
historian,  was  appointed  the  new 
editor,  bringing  a much-needed 
tonic  and  a clear  direction  to  the 
embattled  shoestring  team  In 
Hinde  Street  Performing  a skilful 
editorial  turnaround,  Worsley  has 
reinvented  the  magazine  by 
shrewdly  asserting  a bold  indepen- 
dence front  tite  Prince’s  personal 
philosophies  and  bringing  the 
magazine's  editorial  ambitions  into 
focus  in  a difficult  market 
“We  are  aiming  to  open  people's 
eyes  to  architecture,”  says  Worsley. 
“The  basic  purpose  is  educational, 
frwn  the  pomt  of  view  that  architec- 
ture is  all  around  us,  yet  most 
people  are  Mind  to  it  or  avoid  it 
because  irs  perceived  to  be  difficult 
and  something  best  left  to  the 
professionals.  This  gap  between  the 
professionals  and  the  ordinary 
public  has  led  to  a lot  of  bad 


The  magazine 
that  Giles 


Worsley  built 


architecture  over  the  past  40  years. 
If  we  can  help  to  breach  that  gap  by 
educating  ordinary  people  and 
giving  them  the  confidence  to 
understand  and  talk  about  archi- 
tecture. then  we  will  get  some 
proper  architectural  debate  which 
should  lead  to  better  architecture." 

Like  a good  design  for  a building. 
Perspectives  is  being  put  together 
with  clarity,  integrity  of  style  and 
sound  proportions.  Subscription 
levels  are  climbing  and,  judging  by 


the  correspondence  pages,  it  is 
beginning  to  thrum  with  energy. 

But  this  is  an  extremely  demand- 
ing project  In  its  breadth  of 
ambition  there  has  never  been 
anything  like  Perspectives.  And.  as 
any  publisher  will  know,  magazine 
markets  are  particularly  difficult  to 
secure  when  editorial  is  operating 
simultaneously  on  two  levels:  aim- 
ing to  be  both  accessible  to  the  lay 
reader  and  sufficiently  informed1  to 
attract  the  professional. 


Worsley:  “educational  purpose" 


Perspectives  has  found  a formula 
that  mixes  polemics  and  politics  cm 
the  specific  critical  architectural 
and  conservationist  issues  of  the 
day  with  more  generalist  reviews, 
profiles  and  practical  information 
for  the  domestic-interest  reader. 


Although  a year  old,  the  magazine 
is  still  m its  infancy  in  its  reincar- 
nated state,  making  its  long-term 
prospects  difficult  to  judge. 

But  it  is  a telting  testimonial  that 
arch  fleets  of  ail  persuasions  are 
reading  it  Rick  Mather,  who  built 
the  award-winning  glass  house  in 
Hampstead  and  considered  to  be  at 
the  cutting  edge  of  modernist  styles, 
is  a supporter.  "It  is  still  finding  its 
feet.”  he  says,  “but  it  certainly 
carries  a feisty  tone  and  manages  to 
illustrate  a surprisingly  wide  range 
of  styles.  Its  ambition  to  span  the 
architectural  and  lay  communities 
is  good  and  absolutely  necessary." 

Richard  McCormac,  a past  presi- 
dent of  RIBA  believes  that  Perspec- 
tives’ aims  are  ambitious  but 
undoubtedly  good.  “It  is  difficult  to 
tell  whether  it  can  really  take  off, 
but  it’s  already  furthering  debate 
and  awareness  of  the  shift  away 
from  the  assumption  that  old 
buildings  are  good  and  that  new 
design  is  malign  and  ugly.  New 
buildings  are  being  more  interest- 


ingly and  competently  reviewed" 

When  the  Prince  of  Wales  made 
his  notorious  “carbuncle"  speech  in 
1987,  he  became  instrumental  in 
bringing  the  architectural  debate  to 
a far  wider  public  than  ever  before. 
Now,  with  the  publication  of  Per- 
spectives, he  is  taking  that  debate 
on  to  another  level,  offering  the 
public  access  to  a catholic  mix  of 
architectural  styles  and  scales, 
demonstrating  their  relevance  to 
our  lives,  and  giving  us  the  skills  to 
view  and  to  judge  appropriately. 

But  just  what  is  it  about  modem 
buildings  and  the  British?  We  seem 
perfectly  competent  at  delivering 
sensible  opinions  on  modem  litera- 
ture, an  and  music,  but  when  it 
comes  to  modem  buildings  we  still 
come  over  all  vague  and  incapable, 
our  critical  faculties  blunted  per- 
haps by  too  much  time  spent  on  the 
heritage  trail,  too  many  lazy  re- 
treats back  into  our  voracious 
appetite  for  the  ancient  Perspec- 
tives has  a formidable  educational 
task  ahead. 
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Difficulties  in  the  early  diagnosis  of  a common  cancer  □ Avoiding  damage  in  the  womb  □ When  a child’s  appetite  is  ruined  by  sweet  drinks 


REGULAR  read- 
m of  Medical 
Briefing  will  know 
that  daily  aspirin 
not  only  protects 
some  patients 
against  coronary 
_ thrombosis  but 

Aat  it  also  lessens  the  chance  of 
developing  a cancer  in  the  rectum 
and  large  bowel,  a report  deliv- 
ered  to  the  American  Association 
of  Cancer  Research  this  week 
shows  that  half  an  aspirin  a day  is 
all  that  is  needed  to  achieve  this 
benefit 

There  are  24,000  new  cases  of 
cancer  of  the  colon  and  rectum  in 
Britmn  every  year,  and  18.000 
deaths.  For  non-smoking  men  it  is 
the  most  common  form  of  cancer 
in  women  it  ranks  after  cancer  of 
the  breast  Early  detection,  so  that 
treatment  can  be  starred  ai  a time 
when  there  is  a good  chance  of 
complete  recovery,  is  not  easy. 

Breasts  can  be  investigated  with 
mammography  and  ultrasound, 
lungs  by  X-rays  and  scans,  pros- 
tates by  digital  examination,  blood 
tests  and  ultrasound,  cervices  with 
smears  and  ovaries  with  ultra- 
sound — but  the  colon  remains 
inaccessible.  Many  feet  of  large 


The  trail  of  a 
silent  killer 


gui  remain  hidden 
away  beyond  die 
reach  of  the  doctor’s 
finger,  proctoscope 
[short  examination 
tube)  or  even  the  flexi- 
ble sigmoidoscope  — 
rhe  standard  instru- 
ment which  special- 
ists use  to  examine 
the  colon. 

Too  often  die  tu- 
mour grows  silently 
without  causing 
bleeding,  pain,  or  a 
change  in  bowel  hab- 
it — the  classic 
warnings  of  trouble 
— until  it  has  already 
penetrated  the  wall  of  rhe  colon,  or 
even  spread  beyond  it.  Monitor,  a 
weekly  magazine  for  GPs,  has 
reviewed  the  present  situation  in 
relation  to  rhe  early  diagnosis  of 
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colo-rectaj  cancer. 
Tfte  magazine  bases 
its  findings  on  re- 
search originally 
published  in  Gut,  by 
doctors  from  St 
Mark's  Hospital, 
London,  supported 
by  the  Imperial  Can- 
cer Research  Fund. 

The  St  Mark's  re- 
search shows  that 
people  with  a family 
history  of  colo- rectal 
cancer,  particularly  if 
it  has  struck  in  more 
than  one  generation, 
have  an  increased 
chance  of  developing 
a tumour  themselves  and  further 
investigations  by  a specialist  are 
warranted.  This  is  true  even  if  they 
are  symptom-free,  and  even  if  they 
do  not  have  familial  adenomatous 


polyposis  (multiple  tumours).  The 
research  also  shows  that 
colonoscopy,  the  examination  of 
die  colon  by  means  of  a small 
telescope  and  camera,  is  prefera- 
ble to  sigmoidoscopy. 

In  the  St  Mark’s  study,  six  of  the 
seven  cases  of  cancer,  and  46  out  of 
144  patients  with  adenomas  (pre- 
malignanr  polyps),  had  their 
growths  in  the  first  part  of  the 
colon,  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
sigmoidoscope.  This  is  in  accord 
with  the  usually  quoted  statistics, 
which  suggest  that  65  per  cent  of 
the  tumours  can  be  reached  with  a 
flexible  sigmoidoscope. 

There  are  many  aspects  of 
cancer  of  the  colon  and  rectum 
which  are  not  understood  but 
three  risk  factors  for  developing 
the  disease  have  been  made  obvi- 
ous by  this  research.  In  many 
cases  there  is  an  obvious  family 
history,  which  becomes  particular- 
ly relevant  if  it  has  affected  more 
than  one  generation  of  the  same 
family. 

It  is  twice  as  oommon  in  men  as 
in  women  and  it  becomes  more 
frequent  with  age;  although  in  this 
respect  it  was  interesting  that  the 
average  age  of  patients  with 
cancers  was  only  49. 


Testing  time 

GOOD  news  for 
Cathy  Perks,  of 
The  Archers.  She 
may  be  an  older 
mother  — indeed, 
an  elderly  priraip 
to  her  doctors  •— 
but  her  baby  has 
been  shown  by  amniocentesis  to 
be  healthy,  despite  the  alarm 
caused  by  an  equivocal  blood  test 
As  genetic  medicine  improves, 
more  pregnancies  will  be  subject 
to  tests  to  reveal  the  child’s  genetic 
makeup  as  early  as  possible: 
Cathy  is  not  the  only  pregnant 
woman  to  have  been  made  anx- 
ious recently.  Other  mothers  have 
been  alarmed  by  reports  of  limb- 
damaged  babies  being  bom  as  the 
result  of  chorionic  villus  sampling 
(CVS),  an  alternative  to  amniocen- 
tesis. In  this,  tissue  is  removed 
from  the  placenta  at  an  earlier 
stage  of  pregnancy  so  that  cells 
may  be  examined. 

It  is  estimated  that  40  babies 
have  been  damaged  by  CVS  in 
Britain  in  the  past  ten  years.  In  a 
third  of  these  cases  a limb  was 
seriously  affected. 


GP  magazine  has  a reassuring 
report  on  the  situation.  The  dan- 
ger seems  to  be  confined  to  babies 
investigated  by  CVS  before  the 
eleventh  week  — present  guide- 
lines accept  nine  weeks  as  the 
earliest  recommended  time.  At 
King’s  College  Hospital.  London, 
however,  no  abnormalities  were 
detected  in  more  than  150,000 
babies  who  had  been  subjected  to 
CVS.  In  all  these  cases  the  test  had 
been  done  after  the  eleventh  week 
of  pregnancy. 

Fussy  eaters 


BEFORE  Che  war. 
children  were  en- 
couraged to  eat  up 
their  less  appet- 
ising meals  by 
being  told  to  think 
how  grateful  Arab 
children  would  be 
for  such  wonderful  food.  During 
the  war  the  message  remained  the 
same,  but  the  faddy  chOd  was 
reminded  of  his  or  her  contempo- 
raries in  Russia. 

Similar  conversations,  it  seems, 
took  place  around  family  tables  in 
China.  Jung  Chang,  die  author  of 


Wild  Swans,  spoke  at  the  Interna- 
tional Writers'  Day.  organised  by 
die  Pm  Club  at  the  Cafe  Royal. 
London,  last  weekend.  She  told 
her  audience  that  when  she  was  a 
child  and  was  finding  the  noodles, 
or  whatever,  hard  going,  she  was 
reminded  of  the  deprivation  suf- 
fered by  children  in  a capitalist 
society. 

Starvation  such  as  is  seen  in 
parts  of  the  developing  world 
cannot  be  compared  with  any 
malnutrition  in  countries  such  as 
Britain,  but  Jung  Chang's  mentors 
may  nor  have  been  entirely  wide  of 
their  target  Last  week  it  was 
reported  that  it  is  estimated  that 
250.000  under-fives  may  suffer 
from  poor  feeding.  One  in  right 
children  aged  between  18  months 
and  two,  and  one  in  12  of  the  under 
fives,  was  suffering  from  iron- 
deficiency  anaemia. 

Advice  offered  included  the  sug- 
gestion that  children  should  not 
have  their  appetites  blunted  by  the 
drinking  of  sweet  drinks  between 
meals  — even  orange  juice  rich  in 
vitamin  C.  Although  vitamin  C. 
taken  with  meals,  may  improve 
the  absorption  of  iron,  it  discour- 
ages children  from  having  a 
varied  diet 


*0 


Will  diabetics  ever 
be  free  of  the 
insulin  needle? 

Dr  Trisha  Greenhalgh  reports  on  the  latest  developments  designed  to 
improve  life  for  diabetics  and  reduce  their  risk  of  serious  complications 


Insulin-dependent  diabe- 
tes changed  from  a death 
sentence  to  a life  sentience 
in  1924  when  the  first 
insulin  injections  were  given 
to  human  patients. 

Some  of  the  early  recipients 
are  alive  and  well,  and  still 
taking  their  daily  injections. 
But  many  more  have  died  or 
become  disabled  from  the 
long-term  complications  of 
chronically-high  blood  glucose 
levels:  loss  of  sight,  kidney 
failure,  nerve  damage,  poor 
circulation,  infections,  and  an 
increased  risk  of  heart  disease. 

Gary  Mabbutt,  captain  of 
Tottenham  Hotspur,  has  been 
diabetic  since  he  was  a child 
and  now  takes  four  injections 
a day.  He  finds  himself  a role 
model  for  many  diabetic 
youngsters,  and  gets  many 
letters  from  them  every  week. 
“I’m  lucky  in  that  my  diabetes 
seems  to  stay  well  controlled,’' 
he  says,  “but  I wish  I could  say 
the  same  of  all  the  kids  who 
write  to  me.  It's  possible  to 
incorporate  diabetes  into  a 
completely  normal  life  — if 
anyone  knows  that  it’s  me  — 
but  1 also  know  it  isn’t  easy.  I 
know  there’s  a lot  of  research 
going  on  to  improve  care,  but 
teenagers  in  particular  still 


A credit-card  size  battery-powered  CSII  external  insulin 
infusion  pump  which  gives  a constant  trickle  of  insulin 


seem  to  have  problems  a lot  of 
the  time.” 

Insulin,  a hormone  normal- 
ly produced  by  file  pancreas.* 
lowers  the  blood  glucose  level 
by  encouraging  the  storage  of 
glucose  as  starch  (glycogen)  in 
the  liver,  and  by  allowing 
glucose  to  enter  muscle  cells 
where  it  can  be  used  as  energy. 
People  with  insulin-dependent 
diabetes  produce  little  or  no 
insulin  of  their  own.  Without 
treatment  they  starve  in  the 
midst  of  plenty,  since  the 
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excess  glucose  in  their  blood 
cannot  enter  either  their  liver 
or  muscle  cells.  Hence,  the 
insulin-deficient,  high-glucose 
state  (hypergfycaemia)  is 
characterised  not  by  feelings 
of  satiation  and  vitality  but  by 
profound  tiredness,  weakness 
and.  eventually,  unconscious- 
ness. 

Recent  research  studies 
have  confirmed  what  many 
doctors  had  suspected  for 
years  — that  diabetic  patients 
can  increase  their  chance  of  a 
long  and  healthy  life  by  adjust- 
ing their  insulin  injections  to 
give  near-normal  blood  glu- 
cose levels  for  as  much  of  the 
time  as  possible. 

Ideally.  blood  insulin 
should  remain  at  a constant 
low  level  between  meals  and 
overnight,  with  surges  after 
each  meal  to  cover  the  rise  in 
blood  glucose.  In  practice,  a 
smooth  background  level  of 
insulin  may  be  impossible  to 
achieve  with  intermittent  in- 
jections. Most  patients  take 
two  injections  dally,  each  one  a 
mixture  of  short  and  long- 
acting  insulin,  resulting  in 
four  daily  peaks  and  troughs 
in  their  blood  insulin  levels, 

One  common  prob- 
lem is  that  the  insu- 
lin level  wanes 
towards  the  end  of 
the  night,  producing  the 
"dawn  phenomenon"  of  high 
bood  glucose  levels  on  waking. 
If  the  patient  tries  to  prevent 
this  by  taking  more  insulin  at 
bedtime,  he  or  she  risks  a 
dangerous  lowering  of  the 
blood  glucose  level  in  the 
middle  of  file  night,  which  can 
result  in  severe  hypogly- 
caemia. 

These  problems,  together 
with  the  obvious  practical 
drawbacks  of  injections,  have 
generated  an  industry  of  re- 
search into  alternative  meth- 
ods of  insulin  delivery.  The 
hormone  cannot  be  given  by 
mouth  because,  like  any  pro- 
tein. it  gets  digested  in  the  gut 
Insulin  nose  sprays  were 
once  thought  promising  but 
even  with  a chemical  added  to 
improve  absorption,  only 
about  40  per  cent  of  the  dose 
enters  the  bloodstream  and  it 
is  impossible  to  regulate  the 
'absorbed  dose  accurately. 

One  realistic  option  is  con- 
tinuous subcutaneous  insulin 
infusion  ICS11).  a constant 
trickle  of  insulin  delivered  by  a 
tiny,  battery-operated  pump. 

CSII  pumps  can  be  pro- 
grammed to  increase  the  infu- 
sion rate  at  certain  times  of  the 
day  and.  although  a needle 
must  be  left  permanently 
under  the  skin,  the  patient  is 
saved  from  multiple  pin- 


pricks and  the  long-term 
health  risks  of  wild  swings  in 
their  blood  glucose  level. 

Brenda  Joyce,  a patient  at 
the  Royal  Free  Hospital, 
Loti  don,  used  a succession  of 
CSir  pumps  for  six  years  but 
stopped  because  of  trouble 
getting  spare  parts.  She  says: 
“When  1 was  using  the  pump, 
my  blood  sugar  control  was 
perfect  I felt  completely  in 
control  because  1 could  in- 
crease or  decrease  the  flow  of 
insulin  just  by  clicking  the  box. 
I’ve  definitely  deteriorated 
since  I went  back  onto 
injections." 

Gary  Mabbutt  says:  “I  once 
considered  having  a pump  but 
even  if  they  made  the  device 
much  smaller  I would  not  be 
allowed  to  wear  one  during  a 
professional  game.” 

However,  the  recent- 
ly published  Dia- 
betes Control  and 
Complications 
Trial  of  1,400  patients  in 
America  showed  that  those 
taking  four  injections  a day.  as 
he  does,  or  using  a CSII  pump 
developed  75  per  cent  fewer 
eye  problems  and  40  per  cent 
fewer  kidney  problems  than 
those  on  standard  one  or  two- 
injection  therapy. 

Nevertheless,  some  patients 
have  abandoned  CSII  because 
they  found  the  pump  bulky, 
physically  constraining,  or  so- 
cially conspicuous.  The  failure 
rate  of  these  devices  is  low,  but 
they  cost  £650  to  £1.800  and 
are  not  available  on  the  NHS. 

Another  type  of  pump,  the 
intra-peritoneal  insulin  infu- 
sion (TPII)  works  from  inside 
the  patient's  body.  This  has 
just  been  registered  for  Euro- 
pean use  after  extensive  dini- 


An  IPII  internal  insulin 

5 which  works  from 
j the  patient’s  body 

cal  trials,  but  is  not  yet 
commercially  available.  A re- 
fillable  infusion  pump,  placed 
inside  file  abdomen  by  a 
surgical  operation,  gradually 
releases  insulin  into  the  tissues 
surrounding  the  guL 
The  EPH  route  has  an  impor- 
tant physiological  advantage: 
it  leads  to  high  levels  of  insulin 
in  the  liver  (where  it  is  most 
needed),  and  lower  levels  in 
the  general  circulation  (where 
it  may  cause  damage  in  ex- 
cess). Worldwide,  more  than 
800  patients  have  been  fitted 
with  JPJI  pumps,  which  are 
made  of  titanium  and  driven 
by  a four-year  battery. 

Unfortunately  one-sixth  of 
IPH  devices  have  to  be  re- 
moved within  a year  because 
of  blockage.  The  insulin  used 
is  highly  concentrated  and 


Role  model:  Spurs  captain  Gary  Mabbutt  is  living  proof  that  diabetes  need  not  be  a bar  to  sporting  achievement 


tends  to  crystallise,  and  the 
immune  system  may  also  spin 
a web  of  fibrin  across  the 
delivery  nozzle. 

The  leading  edge  of  research 
into  insulin  delivery  systems  is 
concerned  with  biocompatibi- 
lity membranes — microscopic 
coatings  which  fool  the  body’s 
immune  system  and  prevent 
inactivation  of  implanted  de- 
vices. It  is  beset  with  technical 
difficulties,  but  a break- 
through would  enable  any 
mechanical  device  to  be  placed 
in  an  artificial  phospholipid 
“cell”  and  implanted  in  the 
body  without  rejection. 

The  ideal  insulin  delivery 
system  would,  like  a normal 
pancreas,  incorporate  a sensor 
to  detect  the  blood  glucose 
level  and  adjust  its  insulin 
output  accordingly.  Microchip 
technology  has  produced  a 
glucose  sensor  no  thicker  than 
a human  hair  which  shows 
impressive  accuracy  in  the 
laboratory.  Such  a sensor 
could  be  buried  in  the  skin  of 
file  arm  and. attached  to  an 
indicator  the  sire  of  a wrist- 
watch,  giving  the  patient  a 
read-out  of  blood  sugar  level. 

Another  possibility  is  to 
place  transplanted  pancreatic 
islets  (small  dusters  of  cells 
responsible  for  insulin  produc- 
tion within  the  pancreas)  in- 
side a biocompatibility  mem- 
brane. which  would  give  the 
patient  “real”  pancreatic  func- 
tion without  the  need  for 
immunosuppressant  drugs.  It 
is  not  yet  a practical  option. 

A pancreas  transplant  is 
already  possible.  It  cures  the 
diabetes,  but  is  expensive, 
requires  lifelong  immunosup- 
pressant drugs,  and  is  limited 
by  shortage  of  donors. 

With  expert  medical  atten- 
tion. determination  and  luck, 
sufferers  can  now  lead  normal 
lives  and  get  to  the  top  of  their 
chosen  career.  But  even  the 
most  successful  diabetic  par 
dents  are  waiting  for  a new 
development  which  will  free 
them  from  the  insulin  needle. 

• The  British  Diabetic  Associ- 
ation, 10  Queen  Anne  Street, 
London  WIM  OBD;  telephone 
0171-323 1531. 
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Even  he  can’t 
answer  the 


Tory  prayer 


Peter  Riddell  says  Heseltine 
might  lose  just  as  well  as  Major 


Michael  Heseltine  is 
back  in  fashion.  As 
was  said  about  the 
similarly  flamboyant  Joseph 
Chamberlain  in  the  early 
1900s,  he  is  a man  who  makes 
the  political  weather.  The  be- 
lief that  with  a flick  of  his 
mane  Mr  Heseltine  could 
revive  Tory  fortunes  is  the 
hope  of  many  disgruntled 
Conservative  MPs  and  the 
Opposition’s  fear.  It  is.  in  part, 
what  lies  behind  Tony  Blairs 
decision  to  step  up  Labours 
election  preparations  in  case 
John  Major  is  replaced  by  Mr 
Heseltine  later  this  year  and 
there  is  an  early  poll. 

Such  a series  of  events, 
particularly  the  chances  of  an 
election  before  autumn  1996, 
still  looks  highly  improbable. 
Mr  Blairs  warning  is  partly 
for  internal  Labour  reasons:  to 
prevent  any  complacency  and 
drift  in  view  of  his  expected  big 
victory  over  the  rewriting  of 
Clause  Four  on  April  29.  and 
to  knit  together  his  often 
warring  chief  lieutenants. 
John  Prescott  Robin  Cook  and 
Gordon  Brown.  But  it  was 
more  than  just  a disruptive 
stunt  Tory  morale  is  low  and 
there  is  a sense  of  fatalism 
among  ministers  and  back- 
benchers. And  while  Mr 

Heseltine  is  studiously  loyal. 

some  of  his  disaf-  

fected  backbench 
supporters  are  rais-  Pev 

ing  their  hopes 
again.  mate 

But  politicians.  - 

like  generals,  tend  *Or 

to  prepare  for  the  n-0u 

last  war.  We  are  not  116J1 

about  to  have  a bhj 

replay  of  November 
1990.  There  are  sev-  1 
erai  flaws  in  the  Heseltine- 
and-an-early-election  story. 
For  a start  Mr  Major  shows 
no  sign  of  resigning.  Other- 
wise. the  only  ways  he  could 
forced  out  are  via  rejection  by 
Tor\‘  MPs  in  the  ballot  which 
can  take  place  at  the  start  of 
each  parliamentary  session  in 
November,  or  following  a 
dramatic  collapse  of  confi- 
dence among  not  only  MPS 
but  the  Cabinet 
There  has  been  talk  dur- 
ing the  past  two  autumns  of  a 
’"stalking-horse"  candidate 
who  would  gain  a sufficient 
number  of  votes,  together  with 
abstentions,  to  make  Mr  Ma- 
jor's position  untenable.  This 
theory  does  nor  stand  up.  The 
only  challenger  who  coukl 
unseat  an  incumbent  by  deny- 
ing him  or  her  a first-round 
ballot  victory,  is  a credible 
alternative  leader  in  his  or  her 
own  right  as  Margaret 
Thatcher  was  in  1975  and 
Michael  Heseltine  was  in 
1990.  There  is  no  one  plausible 
now  on  the  bade  benches. 

A collapse  of  confidence 
could  occur  after  the  local 
elections  in  May,  when,  judg- 
ing by  the  Tories’  continued 
low  ratings  in  today's  MORI 
poll  for  The  Times,  the  Conser- 
vatives will  face  huge  losses. 
Tory  MPs  are  a panicky  lot 
but  while  he  can  be  mercurial 
and  thin-skinned,  Mr  Major  is 
tenacious,  and  determined  to 
see  off  his  backbench  and 
press  critics. 

If  Mr  Major  were  forced 
out  Mr  Heseltine  would  be 
die  favourite  to  take  over. 
Michael  Portillo  and  Kenneth 
Clarke  would  probably  be 
standardbearers  for  Euro- 
sceptics and  pro-Europeans, 
although  each  is  anathema  to 


Few  can 
match  him 
for  self- 
righteous 
bluster 


At  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry. 
Mr  Heseltine  has  been 
a vigorous  spokesman  for 
business  and  for  exporters,  but 
his  much-vaunted  competi- 
tiveness White  Paper  was  a 
vacuous  flop  and  he  failed  to 
persuade  the  Cabinet  to  press 
ahead  with  Post  Office  privati- 
sation. As  a leadership  candi- 
date. Mr  Heseltine  would  also 
have  to  offer  reassurance 
about  his  health,  following  his 
heart  attack  in  June  1993.  This 
matter  would  inevitably  be 
raised,  in  the  light  of  John 
Smith's  death  last  year. 

As  a new  leader.  Mr  Hesel- 
tine might  give  the  Conserva- 
tives a short-lived  boost  in  the 
polls.  But  he  would  soon  face 
the  constraints  which  have  so 
frustrated  Mr  Major.  It  is 
highly  unlikely  that  Mr 
Heseltine  would  be  able  to  can 
an  early  election,  as  he  would 
have  done  in  spring  1991  if  he 
had  been  leader  then.  The 
Tories'  problems  are  deeper 
now.  They  have  less  to  do  with 
Mr  Major  than  with  middle- 
class  insecurities  and  a broad- 
er “time  for  a change”  mood, 
now  that  Labour  has  an 
appealing  young  leader.  Mr 
Heseltine  could  not  suddenly 
create  a “feel-good  factor”  and, 
at  20  years  older  than  Mr 
Blair,  he  could  look  like  a 
figure  from  the  past.  If  the 
Tories  are  hearting  for  defeat 
in  1996-97,  they  are  as  likely  to 
lose  undo1  Mr  Heseltine  as 
under  Mr  Major. 
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the  other  faction.  There  is 
chatter  about  compromise 
candidates.  But  Mr  Heseltine 
is  best  placed.  Leadership 
fashions,  however,  can  change 
rapidly.  It  is  nor  many  months 
since  Mr  Clarke  was  seen  as 
the  certain  successor,  and  his 
fortunes  could  yet  revive.  New 
leaders  have  rarely  been  early 
frontrunners.  Few  people 
would  have  backed  either 
Thatcher  or  Major  as  the  next 
party  leader  even  a year  before 
their  elections. 

The  central  question  is 
whether  replacing  Mr  Major 
would  make  much  odds.  The 
parallels  with  1990  are  mis- 
leading. Mr  Major  is  much 
less  the  reason  for  the  Govern- 
ment's unpopularity  than 
Margaret  Thatcher  was  then. 
In  1990.  the  Tories  were  suffer- 
ing from  obviously  unpopular 
policies  including  the  poll  tax. 
which  John  Majors  Govern- 
ment was  able  to  replace.  The 
relatively  unknown  Mr  Major 
appeared  as  the  head  of  a 
fresh,  new  Government.  Mr 
Heseltine  could  not  repeat  die 
same  trick.  Not  only  is  he  a 
familiar  face,  but  the  Tories' 
difficulties  now  are  less  dear- 
cut.  There  is  no  magic  formula 
to  heal  the  party’s  European 
divisions. 

The  main  case  for  Mr 

Heseltine  rests  on 

his  abilities  as  a 
Can  fighter  — someone 

who  will  rouse  the 
him  faithful  and  take  the 

I r fight  to  tiie  enemy. 

BlI"  He  has  few  equals 

in  self-righteous 
bluster.  But  is  he  be- 
{£j-  coming  a bit  too 

much  like  Archie 
Rice  in  The  Enter- 
tainer? Business  audiences 

are  often  disappointed.  Even 
his  party  conference  speech, 
normally  the  theatrical  peak  of 
his  year,  was  eclipsed  last  year 
by  Mr  FortiUa 


How  we  made  the  news 


The  BBC  has  the  odd  belief 
chat  I am  an  authority  on 
bonking  and  outing.  The 
problem  of  all  discussion 
programmes  is  that  the  producer  has 
to  find  four  identifiable  figures,  like 
an  old-fashioned  soccer  front  line. 
They  are  the  outside  left  the  inside 
left,  the  inside  right  and  the  outride 
right  The  presenter  takes  the  centre 
forward  slot  On  moral  issues.  I am 
placed  in  the  outride  right  position, 
occupying  the  post  of  a sort  of  lay 
bishop,  a cross  between  Savonarola 
and  Colonel  Blimp. 

On  Tuesday.  1 found  myself  play- 
ing this  role  on  Newsnight.  I’d  al- 
ready had  the  good  sense  to  turn 
down  an  invitation  to  appear  on  The 
Nine  O'Clock  News,  but  I seldom  re- 
fuse Newsnight  because  it  reminds 
me  of  the  happy  talking  heads  of  my 
youth.  In  the  good  old  days  in  Lime 
Grove,  we  were  allowed  to  ramble  on 
for  three  and  sometimes  four  senten- 
ces: Newsnight  permits  the  same  lib- 
eral ration  of  time.  I have  long  been 
an  admirer  of  its  presenters,  from 
John  Tusa  through  to  Jeremy 
Paxman  and  Rjter  Snow. 

I was  placed  in  my  usual  posi- 
tion. after  it  had  been  duly  estab- 
lished that  I was  going  to  say  that 
Rupert  Pennant-Rea  had  been  right 
to  resign,  and  that  outing  was  wrong. 
Nexr  to  me,  in  the  inside  right 
position,  was  Dominic  Lawson, 
whom  I have  known  since  he  was  in 
his  pram.  He  was  expected  to  say  that 
Pennant-Rea  should  not  have  re- 
signed. but  to  agree  that  outing  was 
outrageous.  Peter  Snow  sat  in  the 
middle.  On  his  right-hand  ride  was 
Gaia  Servadio.  who  used  to  out 
Italian  politicians  with  Mafia  connec- 
tions for  The  Times  in  the  1970s.  She 
too  thought  Rupert  Pennant-Rea 
should  not  have  resigned,  that  it  was 
ridiculous,  but  feJt  strongly  that 
outing  was  disgraceful  On  the 
outside  left  sat  Peter  Tatchell  himself 
who  was  expected  to  say  that  outing 
was  a good  thing,  but  that  Rupert 
Pennant-Rea  should  not  have  been 
outed.  because  he  was  a heterosexual, 
so  no  social  was  issue  involved. 

This  agreeable,  if  somewhat  pre- 
dictable. exchange  of  views  did  in  fact 
take  place,  though  it  took  some  less 
than  predictable  forms.  Gaia  Serva- 
dio laid  into  Peter  Tatchell  with  the 
true  Women's  lib  vigour,  which 
seemed  to  take  him  somewhat  by  sur- 
prise. She  also  claimed  that  she  was 
the  oily  heterosexual  person  in  the 
studio,  which  may  not  have  surprised 
Peter  Tatchell  as  much  as  if  did  the 


Entertaining  though  it  has  been,  the 
Pennant-Rea  affair  had  a serious  side 


rest  of  us;  the  camera-crews  had 
never  been  outed  before. 

I noticed  that  we  were  all  surpris- 
ingly well  defined  as  period  figures, 
none  of  us  belonging  to  the  20th 
century.  Peter  Tatchell  has  the  psyche 
of  a 17th-century  puritan  preacher, 
and  threatens  outing  with  the  zeal 
with  which  they  threatened  hellfire. 
He  looks  and  talks  like  a regicide. 
Gaia  Servadio  would  have  made  an 
excellent  model  for  one  of  the  more 
temperamental  Italian  painters  of  the 
16th  century;  her  portrait  might  have 
been  bought  for  Stanislaus.  King  of 
Poland,  in  the  later  fSth  century,  and 

would  now  hang  in  

the  National  Gal- 

lery.  perhaps  under  TX772  7 

the  tide  of  “La  Bella  U/  //  J 

Donna".  Dominic  r 

Lawson  is  a more  ty  00? 

modem  figure;  he 

would  fit  into  our 

national  history  as  ======== 

one  of  John  Mur- 
ray’s young  authors  of  the  1820s. 
perhaps  a friend  of  Hobbouse.  a nod- 
ding acquaintance  of  Byron,  later  to 
back  an  unredeemed  bill  of  Benjamin 
Disraeli's  and  write  a novel  about  the 
sack  of  Constantinople.  Peter  Snow 
belongs  to  a still  later  period:  he  has 
the  high  Victorian  seriousness  and 
would  have  made  an  outstanding 
Headmaster  of  Uppingham  in  the 
1880s.  My  own  favoured  date  is  1776 
— with  Adam  Smith,  Gibbon  and 
Jefferson. 

We  were  therefore  already  a suffi- 
ciently farcical  team.  Into  this  little 
pond  of  intrinsic  absurdity,  like  a 
heron  swooping  on  carp,  came  a tele- 
phone intervention  from  the  prime 
mover  of  the  Pennant-Rea  resigna- 
tion. Mary  Ellen  Synon  herself.  She 
was  complaining  that  the  opening 
announcement  had  falsely  stated  that 
she  had  offered  to  seD  her  story  to  The 
Spectator.  Dominic  Lawson  agreed 
that  the  word  “sell"  was  a mistake, 
though  not  one  of  his  making.  Peter 
Snow,  who  knows  a good  story  when 
he  hears  it  turned  from  interviewing 
us  to  interviewing  her. 

He  was  quite  right  — she  was 
much  more  interesting  than  we 
would  have  been.  Peter  Tatchell  inter- 
vened to  say  that  none  of  this  was 
socially  significant,  or  words  to  that 
effect  Fteter  Snow  brushed  him  aside 


and  went  back  to  interviewing  Mary 
Ellen.  She  made  it  clear  that  she  was 
still  less  than  chuffed  with  Mr  Pen- 
nant-Rea. and  observed  that  as  she 
had  lost  her  job.  it  was  reasonable 
that  he  should  also  lose  his.  I was  left 
' wondering  how  Paxman  would  have 
handled  it;  he  could  hardly  hare 
squeezed  more  juice  from  the  orange 
than  Peter  Snow,  but  the  sneer  would 
have  been  magnificent 
It  made  much  the  most  enjoyable 
evening  I have  had  on  Newsnight 
since  Edwtna  Currie  falsely  accused 
me  of  being  a member  of  the 

Conservative  Part}’.  I do  not  think  it 

contributed  much 

to  public  ertlighien- 
mem.  bui  1 had 
never  expected  that 
j ij/*'  it  would.  I still  think 

1 AflfTfT  *ar  Mr  Pfcnnant- 

VJLJjljC  was  right  to 

GO  resign.  He  had  em- 

— barrassed  himself 

and  therefore  the 
Bank  of  England.  Embarrassment  is 
a question  not  of  morality  but  of  face, 
and  the  English  — like  the  Japanese 
— attach  great  importance  to  that.  As 
face  makes  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the 
effective  working  authority  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  loss  of  face  is  a 
serious  professional  reason  for  con- 
sidering resignation. 


Rupert  Pennant-Rea  is  an 
able  mart,  whatever  view 
one  takes  of  his  prolonged 
support  for  the  exchange- 
rate  mechanism.  He  assessed  the 
situation  he  found  himself  in.  and 
took  the  right  professional  decision. 
He  also  thereby  returned  Miss  Synon 
to  the  classic  role  of  a woman  of  no 
importance. 

The  British  undoubtedly  hare  very 
eccentric  standards  of  morality.  Both 
Rupert  Pennant-Rea  and  Cecil  Par- 
kinson could  probably  have  kept 
their  jobs  if  they  had  divorced  their 
wives  and  married  their  mistresses. 
It  is  the  deserted  mistress  rather  than 
the  deserted  wife  who  can  bring  a 
man  down  nowadays.  There  is  no 
making  sense,  let  alone  morality,  out 
of  such  an  arrangement  My  own 
view  is  the  opposite:  marriage  is 
sacred,  mistresses  well  know  the 
risks  they  are  running.  One  can 
sympathise  with  the  mistress,  but  it  is 


the  wife  to  whom  duty  is  owed.  It 
seems  to  me  that  Rupert  Pennant-Rea 
has  done  two  honourable  things:  he 
stuck  by  his  wife  and  children  and  he 
put  the  interests  of  the  Bank  of 
England  ahead  of  his  owtl  I hope  he 
will  be  happy — if  not  now.  then  later. 

No  one  excels  the  British  press  at 
humbug;  no  paper  is  better  at  it  than 
the  first  1 worked  on.  The  Financial 
Times.  On  Monday.  the/Tpubiished 
an  article  about  the  Pennant-Rea 
romance.  Possibly,  though  not  cer- 
tainly. he  would  have  survived  the 
tabloids,  but  the  FT  decided  that  his 
affair  with  Miss  Synon  was  a serious 
Ciiy  matter.  That  finished  him.  Yes- 
terday the  FT  made  the  resignation 
its  lead  story-  complete  with  a colour 
photograph  over  six  columns.  At  the 
fooL  one  read:  “Continued  on  page  1& 
reaction  and  analysis  page  10;  editori- 
al comment  page  17:  Observer  page 
17:  lex  page  18." 

Like  Peter  Snow,  the  Editor  of  The 
Financial  Times  knows  a gripping 
story  when  it  comes  his  way.  As  a 
journalist  I can  make  no  complaint 
about  that.  Who  would  not  rather 
read  about  a top  person’s  love  affair 
and  resignation  than  plough  through 
the  FTs  main  feature  on  the  same 
day,  which  reported  that  "market 
growth  and  privatisation  could 
prompt  the  development  of  world- 
wide steel  companies"?  We  would 
have  thought  that  rather  a dull  fea- 
ture when  1 was  working  on  the  page 
in  1952.  The  leading  article  was 
extraordinarily  sanctimonious  about 
the  public  interesi  in  the  affair. 
“Public  prurience  and  the  bitterness 
of  the  scorned  lover  have  triumphed 
once  more  over  common-sense  and 
respect  for  ability ...  the  manner  of 
his  departure  was  more  of  a scandal 
than  the  peccadillo  that  caused  it." 

There  is  of  course  a world  of  moral 
judgment  in  that  word  “peccadillo". 
Mary  Ellen  Synon  calls  their  rela- 
tionship “a  love  affair":  Rupert 
Pennant-Rea  calls  ir  “some  fool- 
ish mistakes”.  1 would  prefer  Miss 
Synon'S  phrase.  It  is  surely  far  better 
to  be  hanged  for  a love  affair  titan  for 
a foolish  mistake.  Love  affairs  may 
not  last  forever,  and  this  one  did  not 
They  may  not  be  as  important  as 
marriages,  and  in  this  case  it  is  the 
marriage  which  has  survived.  But 
love  affairs  are  more  than  pec- 
cadillos; if  they  are  sins,  they  are  not 
petty  sins.  They  are  also  more  than 
mistakes.  They  are  important,  pre- 
cisely because  they  can  prove  disas- 
trous. as  this  one  did  for  both  of  those 
involved. 


Stone  dropped 


NORMAN  STONE.  Oxford  Uni- 
versity’s splendidly  dishevelled 
Professor  of  Modern  History,  is 
experiencing  the  bitter  taste  of 
rejection.  HarperCollins  has  derid- 
ed it  will  not  now  publish  his 
much-vaunted  book  on  Hitler. 

The  derision  to  reject  a work  by 
the  racy  academic,  whose  previous 
books  are  deemed  essential  read- 
ing for  all  modem  historians,  is 
extremely  unusual.  But  it  seems 
that  Stone  has  not  delivered  what 
the  publisher  wanted. 

Stuart  Proffitt,  publisher  at 
HarperCollins,  is  unabashed,  “We 
are  not  going  to  be  publishing  that 
book,"  he*  said  yesterday.  “The 
decision  was  taken  a fortnight  ago 
but  I really  cant  discuss  it" 

Stone  insists  that  the  book  is  still 
on  and  is  simply  going  to  come  out 
later  than  planned.  Publication 
had  originally  been  scheduled  to 
coincide  with  the  VE-Day  celebra- 
tions in  May.  “As  far  as  I am 
concerned  HarperCollins  are  still 
publishing  ft — at  least  I hope  they 
are.  I think  perhaps  they  were 
expecting  a different  type  of  book,  a 
new  version  of  Hugh  Trevor- 
Roper's  book  on  Hitler,"  suggests 
Stone.  "But  it  is  more  about  the 
Russian  view  of  Hitler.  I had 


translated  about  a million  words 
from  Russian  and  was  swimming 
around  in  it  Now  I am  hoping  to 
produce  it  for  the  Christmas 
market" 


Ostrich  tale 


SIR  ANDREW  Lloyd  Webber 
kicked  off  his  47th  birthday  yester- 
day with  a family  breakfast  in 
London.  Most  extraordinary 
among  his  presents  was  an  ostrich 


given  to  him  by  some  of  his  staff. 

He  was  presented  with  a certifi- 
cate of  ostrich  ownership  from 
Marwell  Zoological  Park  in 
Hampshire,  where  the  strapping 
bird  is  at  livery.  A plaque  with  his 
name  will  be  displayed  on  the  os- 
trich enclosure. 

This  is  not  Lloyd  Webber’s  first 
brush  with  the  leggy  African  bird. 
Last  year,  a Devon-based  ostrich 
fanner  was  reported  to  be  playing 
the  composer's  tunes  to  encourage 
them  to  lay  eggs.  Lloyd  Webber 
was  wearing  a tie  covered  with  os- 
triches when  he  announced  Elaine 
Paige  was  to  star  in  Sunset  Boule- 
vard. Something  fowl  is  afoot 


the  note:  Sir  Tun.  relieved,  went 
back  to  his  potatoes  but  kept  off  the 
booze. 


he  said.  “But  once  it  was  in  the 
public  domain,  it  would  have  been 
absurd  to  ignore  it’ 


• Triple  congratulations  go  to 
Paul  Munford.  a West  End  mort- 
gage broker.  His  wife  Charlotte 
gave  birth  to  a baby  girl  on  Tues- 
day March  21  — her  own  birthday 
too.  But  this  was  more  than  a dou- 
ble celebration,  as  it  was  the 
delighted  father’s  birthday  as  well 
My  calculations  on  the  aoacus put 
the  chance  of  all  three  sharing  the 
same  birthday  at  133,225-1 
against. 
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THE  FINANCIAL  TIMES  yester- 
day stood  foursquare  behind  its 
generous  coverage  on  Monday  of 
the  affair  that  provoked  the  resig- 
nation of  Rupert  Pennant-Rea  the 
following  day.  Ibis  despite  a lead- 
er comment  in  yesterday's  paper 
stating  that  “deputy  governors  of 
the  Bank  of  England  have 
no . . . obligation  to  uphold  sexual 
morality”. 

Richard  Lambert,  the  Editor, 
dismissed  tabloid  suggestions  that 
tiie  Pink  ‘Un's  coverage  gave  the 
story  sufficient  currency  in  tiie  City 
to  force  Pennant-Rea  from  office.  “I 
would  not  have  broken  this  story." 


THERE  WAS  some  larking  about 
at  Sir  Tim  Rice's  expense  during 
the  four-course  dinner  at  the 
Lloyds  Private  Banking  Play- 
wright of  the  Year  Awards  on 
Tuesday  night  The  lyricist  has 
gone  on  a “programme"  under  the 
guidance  of  a Chelsea  nutritionist 
As  he  was  tucking  in.  he  received 
a note  admonishing  him  for  in- 
dulging quite  so  heartily.  It  ap- 
peared to  be  signed  by  his  nut- 
ritionist Sir  Tim  shot  up  from  his 
seat  like  a periscope,  scanned  the 
room  and  spotted  a chum  suffering 
under  the  same  programme.  His 
fellow  dieter  had  forged  the  nutri- 
tionist's signature  and  sent  round 


UNDETERRED  BY  criticism  of 
the  extravagant  regularity  of  the 
kit  changes  at  Manchester  United, 
manager  Alex  Ferguson  will  today 
be  modelling  the  latest  away  strip 
to  emerge  from  Old  Trafford.  My 
picture  shows  him  proudly  sport- 
ing the  Ferguson  kilt  whidi  he  has 
had  specially  tailored  for  his  inves- 
titure with  the  CBE  at  the  palace. 

In  recognition  of  his  dan.  his 
birthplace — Govan,  in  Glasgow — 
and  the  dubs  he  managed  north  of 
the  border,  he  asked  Moss  Bros  to 
run  up  the  full  Highland  morning 
dress. 


P-HS  Dressed  to  kilt  Alex  Ferguson 


Alan  Coren 


■ After  this,  every 
ear  in  the  land 
will  be  straining 
for  a grievance 


A dawn  cock,  crowing  20 
metres  away,  produces 
50  decibels.  Were  it  to  do 


ZJl  50  decibels.  Were  it  to  do 
so  in,  sav.  Potters  Bar.  it  is  a Fair 
bet  that  a number  of  those 
dozens  capable  of  throwing  a 
brick  20  metres  would  leap 
cursing  from  their  mattresses 
and  fling  open  their  windows. 
But  it  is  an  equally  fair  bet  that  a 
number  of  other  dozens  would 
turn  happily  to  their  bedmates 
and  cry:  “See,  beloved,  the  joys 
of  peripolitan  life!  Why.  Potters 
Bar  is  practically  rural.  Think  of 
all  those  luckless  poseurs  in 
Mayfair  and  Belgravia  current- 
ly waking  to  the  noise  of 
aristocratic  smackheads  park- 
ing their  homecoming  Porsches 
into  lamp-posts.  Who  has  the 
last  laugh  now?  Put  the  percola- 
tor on.  and  let  us  listen  to 
Farming  Today.” 

And  there  you  have  the  pullu- 
lating nub  of  next  week’s  consul- 
tation document  from  the  Work- 
ing Party  on  Neighbourhood 
Noise,  set  up  last  October  to 
make  aural  nuisance  a criminal 
offence.  Their  proposal.  I see.  is 
for  a legal  limit  of  35  deribels  at 
a distance  of  20  metres,  above 
which  the  local  authority  would 
be  empowered  to  send  a couple 
of  big  blokes  round  to  take  you 
to  Parkhurst  — but.  and  here 
corrie  the  critical  italics,  provid- 
ed that  a complaint  had  been 
formally  lodged. 


Fan  though  I am,  like  every 
columnist  of  excessive  leg- 
islation, I do  for  once  fed 
somewhat  uneasy  about  the  im- 
minent plethora,  ie.  it  may  affect 
me  personally.  For  the  notion  of 
acceptable  din.  if  it  is  to  be  a for- 
mal complaint  whidi  sets  retri- 
bution in  train,  is  as  begged  a 
question  as  you  could  shake  a 
tin  cup  at  Only  last  Thursday, 
in  this  very  newspaper,  an 
iceberg  tip  was  offered  us  by  the 
argy-bargy  between  Brook 
Street  residents  over  whether  it 
was  right  and  proper  or  wrong 
and  improper  to  nail  a blue, 
plaque  for  Jimi  Hendrix  to  tiie 
wall  of  number  23.  when 
number  2S  had  once  been  the 
. roof  over  G.F.  Handel’S  head.. . 
from  which  we  may  confidently 
extrapolate  that,  while  half  of 
Brook  Street  would  have  no 
objection  were  5,000  watts-' 
worth  of  Messiah  to  start  rat- 
tling the  casements,  they  would 
not  be  the  same  half  that  would 
go  into  raptures  if  what  was 
knocking  tiie  pigeons  off  tiie 
roofs  was  Purple  Haze.  In  the 
matter  of  noise,  as  in  the 
similarly  neighbourhood  matter 
of  barbecue  fumes,  one  man’s 
meat  is  another  man's  poison. 
And  viceversa,  moreover,  when 
tiie  apron  is  on  tiie  other  foot 
Cricklewood  would  be  a 
nightmare.  In  common  with 
most  London,  er,  communities, 
the  cheeks  and  jowls  down  here 
are  in  every  aspect  disparate: 
multi-ethnic,  differentially  sol- 
vent, variously  orientated, 
multj-plidt  in  age,  taste,  preten- 
sion and  everything  else  whidi 
contributes  to  that  individuality 
upon  which  all  legislation,  if  we 
don't  watch  out  feeds.  I can 
think  of  nothing  likelier  to  des- 
troy utterly  the  shaky  harmony 
we  currently  just  about  manage 
than  a Barnet  Council  detector 
van  with  a couple  of  earphoned 
Racket  Officers  inside,  huddled 
gleefully  over  their  clipboards. 


At  the  moment  Cridde- 
wood  self-regulates  by 
grumbling.  If.  sav.  tiie 


x*.  grumbling,  if,  say,  the 
Nigerians  at  numberX  throw  an 
all-night  knees-up,  the  Jews  at 
number  Y and  the  Irish  at 
number  Z will  severalty  shove 
up  their  sashes  and  shout 


“People  are  trying  to  sleep!" 
Alter  a bit  they  will  try  to  sleep, 
and  generally  succeed.  Should, 
mind,  the  Jews  at  number  Y 
subsequently  decide  to  have 
their  son’s  bar  mitzvah  thrash  in 
the  garden,  the  Nigerians  and 
tiie  Irish  wfl]  do  tile  grumbling, 
until  such  time  as  the  Irish 
throw  a wake  to  see  the  departed 
off  with  a few  firkins  of  Jame- 
son's,  thereby  allowing  the  Jews 
and  the  Nij^rians  to  come  out 
next  morning  and  tell  one 
another  they  didn’t  get  a bloody 
wink  ail  night  This  will  likewise 
be  the  pattern  should  elderly 
kpdge  players  bang  car  doors 
the  night  before  neighbouring 
young  sit  their  A levels,  or  the 
young  celebrate  the  end  of  their 
A levels  while  (he  elderly  are 
bying  to  play  a tricky  slam,  or 
^9?r  are  repairing  their  cars 
°P®  Sunday  morning  when  the 
nen  are  having  drinkies  on  the 
ferrace,  or  the  rich  start  having 
tneir  trees  power-lopped  just  as 
the  Poor  get  back  offtfae  night- 
shift,  and  so  on.  . 

forgets  and  for- 
after  a tune:  should  they 
ttegm  getting  one  another  crimt 
al  records,  however,  that  time 
wji  never  come,  ft  is  threat  f 
believe,  worth  kicking  up  a bit  of 
a row  abouL 
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BLAIR  ON  GUARD 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

l Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


Risks  and  reasoning  around  an  early  general  election 


Tony  Blair  is  dancing  a delicate  gavotte. 
With  one  neat  step  he  is  trying  to  play  to  four 
different  partners:  his  party,  his  Shadow 
Cabinet  colleagues.  Conservative  MPs  and 
the  press.  Raising  the  spectre  of  a snap 
general  election  called  by  a new  Tory  leader. 
Michael  Heseldne,  is  a risky  tactic  designed 
to  achieve  four  separate  outcomes  at  once. 

The  message  to  his  party  is  dear.  Clause 
Four  is  the  beginning,  not  the  end.  of 
Labour’s  modernisation.  The  Left  must 
continue  to  behave  as  if  it  were  on  an  election 
footing,  and  that  means  no  complaints  about 
new  polides.  no  bickering,  no  disunity.  If  the 
biggest  danger  for  the  Tories  is  defeatism, 
for  Labour  it  is  complacency.  The  risk  of  an 
impending  election  could  exert  disripline  on 
Mr  Blair’s  rabble. 

The  Labour  leader  has  troubles  too  even 
nearer  home.  His  three  closest  colleagues  — 
'jhn  Prescott,  Gordon  Brown  and  Robin 
Cook  — dislike  each  other  and  all  want 
control  over  economic  polity.  Yesterday’s 
“election  preparations”  were  in  part  a ploy  to 
give  all  three  men  jobs  which  will  make 
them  feel  important  without  treading  on 
each  others’  toes. 

Talk  of  a possible  election  is  therefore 
helpful  for  party  management  But  more 
complex  calculations  come  into  play  in 
judging  the  effect  on  the  Tories.  Mr  Blair 
seems  genuinely  to  fear  the  prospect  of  a new 
Tory  leader.  He  was  doubly  lucky  when 
John  Smith  died.  Not  only  was  he  prerip- 
itated  into  the  leadership,  but  the  unpopular 
John  Major,  whose  position  had  been 
perilous,  was  kept  in  place.  Mr  Blair 
probably  thinks  that  talking  about  a Tory 
leadership  contest  hot  only  destabilises  the 
governing  party,  thus  further  damaging  its 
popularity,  but  also  helps  to  discount  any 
improvement  in  poll  ratings  that  might 
result. 

In  any  such  move,  however,  there  are 
always  unintended  consequences.  By  talk- 


ing up  Mr  Heseltine  as  the  rescuer  of  the 
Tory  party,  Mr  Blair  is  boosting  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade’s  credibility. 
Tory  MPs  may  see  him  as  all  the  more 
attractive  if  he  has  such  potency  against 
Labour.  Many  voters  think  that  he  would  be 
a better  leader  than  Mr  Major  — and  they 
may  tell  their  MPs  so. 

Any  new  leader  would  have  much  to  do  to 
improve  the  Conservatives’  fortunes.  When 
Margaret  Thatcher  was  replaced,  in  No- 
vember 1990,  her  MORI  personal  approval 
ratings  stood  at  25  per  cent,  roughly  the 
same  as  those  of  her  Government.  In  most 
important  senses,  she  and  the  Government 
were  the  same.  Now,  Mr  Major  is  twice  as 
popular  as  his  Government.  He  is  not  an  all 
dominating  force.  If  he  were  replaced  by  Mr 
Heseltine.  voters  would  need  a great  deal  of 
persuasion  that  the  same  people  were  not 
still  running  the  country. 

There  is  no  great  policy  shift  that  Mr 
Heseltine  could  easily  make.  He  has  no  poll 
tax  to  replace.  All  he  could  add  would  be  the 
energy  and  enthusiasm  which  inevitably 
accompany  the  start  of  a job,  and  a certain 
quality  of  leadership  that  Mr  Major  lacks. 
Whether  that  would  be  enough  to  close  a gap 
of  32  points  in  the  polls  is  questionable. 

That  may  be  why  Mr  Blair  is  talking  up 
his  chances.  Other  things  being  equal,  he 
would  rather  fight  Mr  Major  than  Mr 
Heseltine.  Yet  he  would  prefer  a general 
election  now,  even  against  Mr  Heseltine. 
than  in  two  years’  time,  when  his  poll  lead  is 
likely  to  be  greatly  eroded. 

So  Mr  Blair  is  losing  no  time  in  recasting 
his  party’s  image  around  the  new  Clause 
Four.  At  last  night’s  Spectator  lecture,  his 
words  on  social  responsibility  were  designed 
to  chill  the  hearts  of  die  politically  correct 
Left,  while  warming  those  of  the  sensible 
majority.  While  his  party  is  still  supine,  he 
wfll  exploit  its  weakness  — in  die  hope  of 
winning  an  election  against  allcomers. 


TO  REBUILD  RWANDA 

How  humanitarian  aid  has  ensured  a political  void 


The  repatriation  of  two  million  refugees 
encamped  in  Zaire,  Tanzania  and  Burundi 
continues  to  be  the  pressing  priority  of  the 
Rwandan  Government  An  estimated  $1 
billion  in  international  aid  has  been  spent  to 
date  on  facilities  and  food  for  the  refugee 
camps  which  lie  beyond  Rwanda's  borders. 
But  the  prospects  remain  grim. 

Too  much  of  the  money  has  been  spent  in 
the  camps  themselves;  almost  nothing  at  all 
on  the  rebuilding  of  civic  and  political 
structures  within  Rwanda/The  international 
community  has  walked  into  the  trap  set  for  it 
by  the  defeated  — and  genocidal  — Hutu 
regime,  ousted  by  force  in  July  last  year. 
Hutu  extremist  leaders,  who  had  previously 
orchestrated  the  decimation  of  the  Tutsi 
minority,  terrorised  thousands  of  their 
fellow  Hutus  into  fleeing  to  camps  in 
neighbouring  countries.  The  exodus  was 
effected  by  these  leaders  in  the  well  justified 
belief  that  aid  agencies  would  respond  with 
material  assistance,  and  that  efforts  to 
isolate  them  from  the  mass  of  the  fugitive 
population  would  be  feeble  at  best 
In  a hard-hitting  discussion  paper.  Hu- 
manitarianism  Unbound? . the  organisation 
African  Rights  described  the  response  of  aid 
agencies  as  “politically  naive”,  for  delegating 
authority  in  the  camps  to  "precisely  the  same 
people  as  had  planned  and  implemented  the 
genocide”.  Where  the  priority  should  have 
been  to  disband  the  camps  as  soon  as 
possible,  these  have  been  allowed  instead  to 
become  semi-permanent.  They  now  play 
host  to  an  insurgency  campaign  against  the 

new  Government  in  Kigali.  

The  refugee  camps,  squalid  and  infernal 
to  Western  observers,  provide  better  con- 
ditions than  are  available  to  most  ordinary 
Zaireans.  Tanzanians  or  Burundese  living 
in  adjacent  villages:  the  water  is  mostly 


potable,  there  is  usually  enough  food,  and 
medical  facilities  are  at  hand.  A return  to 
derelict  Rwanda  is.  in  the  circumstances, 
made  doubly  unattractive  by  the  menace  of 
Hutu  extremists  who  control  the  camps: 
large-scale  repatriation  will  only  be  possible 
if  their  grip  is  broken. 

This  task  cannot  easily  be  accomplished. 
Yet  little  has  so  far  been  done  to  apprehend 
prominent  Hutu  extremists,  the  principal 
architects  of  Rwanda’s  genocide.  They  do 
not  reside  in  the  camps  at  Goma.  or  Ki- 
bumba,  or  Benaco.  but  at  more  salubrious 
addresses:  119  senior  members  of  the  former 
Government,  army  and  intemhamwe  — the 
Hutu  death  squads  — live  in  Nairobi  alone. 
These  include  Lt-Col  Tharrisse  Renzaho,  for- 
mer prefect  of  Kigali;  Dr  Casimir  Biz- 
imungu,  former  health  minister  Augustin 
Bizimana,  former  defence  minister;  Feiiden 
Kabuga.  formerly  chairman  of  the  notorious 
Radio  Libres  Mille  Collines;  and  Jean- 
Baptiste  Gatete,  former  mayor  of  Murambi. 
guilty  of  serious  abuses  in  the  Benaco  camp. 

Those  who  control  the  camps  are  of  the 
lower  and  middle  levels  of  the  party 
structure.  The  swift  arrest  of  their  master- 
minds. such  as  those  harboured  by  die  Ken- 
yan Government,  would  throw  the  foot- 
soldiers  in  the  camps  into  disarray,  thus 
loosening  their  grip  on  the  ordinary  refu- 
gees. Yet  even  this  would  be  to  little  avail  if 
money  is  not  redirected  to  construction  of 
accountable  political  structures  in  Rwanda 
itself.  The  office  of  the  Spedal  Prosecutor  in 
Kigali,  for  example — which  must  try  people 
for  crimes  against  humanity  — has  no 
paper,  typewriters,  vehicles  or  cameras  to 
record  evidence.  The  new  Government 
requires  basic  material  and  technical  assis- 
tance; its  needs  must  be  met  if  Rwanda  is 
ever  to  rebuild  itself. 


FRAGILE  MONUMENTS 

Attacks  on  statuary  provoke  ancestral  fears 


Private  lives  of 
public  figures 

From  Mr  Frank  Merron 

Sir.  Probity,  sound  judgment  and  de- 
corum are  integral  in  a man's  charac- 
ter and  cannot  be  expected  to  exhibit 
themselves  in  one  area  of  his  life  and 
yet  be  suspended  in  another. 

The  British  public,  still  hoping 
against  hope,  expects  candidates  for 
high  office  in  the  Establishment  to  be 
selected  because  they  have  such  integ- 
rity. Where  it  is  discovered  that  they 
do  not.  then,  plainly,  the  public  has  a 
proper  interest  in  such  discovery  and 
may  reasonably  require  the  dismissal 
of  die  official  involved. 

In  the  case  of  Rupert  Pennant- Rea, 
former  deputy  governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England  (reports  and  leading  artide. 
March  22).  who  apparently  deceived 
his  wife  and  his  colleagues  and  be- 
haved with  a marked  lack  of  decorum 
on  the  premises  of  (he  Bank,  this,  in 
my  opinion,  is  a central  point 

Yours  faithfully. 

FRANK  MERRON, 

18  Eltham  Park  Gardens,  SE9. 

March  22. 

From  Mr  A.  S-.  Fagg 

Sir.  Your  newspaper  today  devotes 
considerable  spare  to  text  and  pictures 
recording  the  resignation  of  Mr  Ften- 
nant-Rea  and  miscellaneous  associa- 
ted detail.  1 also  find  an  editorial 
asking  if  people  in  the  public  eye 
should  resign  because  of  an  incident 
in  their  private  lives  and  unrelated  to 
their  job. 

There  would  be  no  resignations  if 
those  involved  knew  that  there  would 
be  no  media  interest  The  public  inter- 
est would  be  better  served  without  this 
obsessive  reporting:  we  would  not  lose 
able  public  servants  to  obscurity. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A S.  FAGG, 

11  Cunningham  Hill  Road. 

St  Albans,  Hertfordshire. 

March  22. 

From  Mr  Rob  Kilby 

Sir.  The  coverage  of  Rupert  Fennant- 
Rea’s  resignation  seems  to  accept  that 
whatever  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  the 
case,  the  adultery  itself  is  little  other 
than  today's  norm. 

Our  senses  are  being  bombarded 
more  than  ever  before  with  events 
which  test  our  beliefs  to  the  core.  We 
look  to  die  Church  to  guide  us 
through,  but  simple  and  unquestion- 
ing belief  in  God  no  longer  seems 
valid. 

Yet  whether  or  not  we  believe  in  a 
god,  why  cant  we  continue  to  use  the 
Ten  Commandments  as  our  creed,  the 
belief  set  against  which  we  test  our  op- 
inions and  actions?  In  the  midst  of 
parlispeak  and  eurotrash  they  remain 
concise,  easy  to  understand,  and  defi- 
nite. 

Thou  shall  not  commit  adultery. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  no  interpreta- 
tion. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ROB  KILBY, 

59  Prospect  Road. 

St  Albans.  Hertfordshire. 

From  Mr  Raymond  Bixley 

Sir,  All  employees  in  die  media  who 
are  involved  in  the  reporting  of  other 
people’s  lives  should  be  required  to 
sign  a declaration  that  they  have 
never  been  involved,  or  would  be  in- 
volved. in  extra-marital  affairs,  fraud, 
prostitution,  alcohol  abuse,  drug  tak- 
ing or  any  criminal  activity. 

The  sooner  we  get  back  to  a “first 
stone"  philosophy  the  sooner  we  shall 
all  get  some  peace. 

Yours  faithfully, 

RAYMOND  BIXLEY. 

Floodgates,  Great  Henny, 

Sudbury,  Suffolk. 

From  Miss  Kate  Woodrow 

Sir.  I am  intrigued  to  know  how  wear- 
ing a sleeveless  pullover  (report,  later 
editions.  March  22)  makes  one  “a 
maverick”.  Perhaps  Frank  Spencer 
was  ahead  of  his  time? 

Yours  faithfully, 

KATE  WOODROW, 

144  and  a half.  Sinclair  Road,  W14. 
March  22- 
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extremists  have  more  recently  threatened  to 
blow  up  monuments  to  Dante  as  pan  of 
their  war  of  attrition  against  Western 
culture.  Because  statues  mark  a society’s 
sense  of  confidence  and  belief  in  its  own 
permanence,  they  must  be  destroyed  if  that 
society  is  to  be  overturned. 

It  is,  perhaps,  this  complex  symbolic 
relationship  between  a social  order  and  its 
statues  which  makes  us  so  sensitive  to  such 
attacks,  even  when  — as  in  the  Scottish  cases 
— they  are  apparently  motiveless.  The 
people  of  Athens  were  gripped  by  an 
elemental  panic  when  they  discovered  that 
the  Hermae  had  been  sacrilegiously  muti- 
lated overnight  on  the  eve  of  the  Sicilian 
Expedition  in  415  BC.  The  omen  was  as  bad 
as  it  was  mysterious.  It  inspired  what  the 
scholar  E.  .R  Dodds  describes  as  “super- 
stitious terror  based  on  the  solidarity  of  the 
city-state”. 

Some  of  this  ancestral  terror  has  survived 
the  classical  era  and  lingers  in  our  own 
culture.  One  of  the  most  potent  literary 
images  of  punished  hubris  is  Shelley’s 
Ozymandias.  “two  vast  and  trunkiess  legs  of 
stone"  in  the  desert,  urging  the  mighty  to 
“look  on  my  works. . . and  despair!”. 
Despair  is  too  strong  a word  for  the 
emotions  stirred  by  the  sight  of  a desecrated 
Moore  sculpture  on  a Scottish  hillside.  But 
we  should  not  be  surprised  that  a frisson  of 
unease  seizes  the  modern  soul  when  it  is 
confronted  by  such  acts  of  destruction. 


Brussels  regulations 

From  Mr  Bryan  Cassidy , MEPfor 
Dorset  and  East  Devon  {European 
People’s  Party  Parliamentary  Croup 
( Conservative )) 

Sir.  Lord  Tebbit  predicts  that  people 
will  “stop  obeying  laws  made  abroad* 
(report,  March  21).  Quite  right! 

Frankly.  1 am  advising  business 
people  in  my  Euro-constituency  to  tell 
officials  like  environmental  health  of- 
ficers, fire  officers,  health  and  safety 
officers,  etc.  to  “sod  off"  when  they 
claim  to  be  enforcing  Brussels  regula- 
tions. 

Their  job  is  to  enforce  British  regu- 
lations. Many  of  those  impose  intoler- 
able burdens  on  British  firms  because 
they  go  well  beyond  what  is  in  the 
original  EC  directive.  Most  become 
UK  law  as  statutory  instruments, 
sometimes  passed  when  Parliament  is 
in  recess. 

I invite  Lord  Tebbit  to  join  me 
in  launching  a campaign  of  rivil  dis- 
obedience against  Whitehall,  town 
hall  and  county  hall  overzealous- 
ness. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BRYAN  CASSIDY, 

Bureau  827. 

Van  Maerlam, 

European  Parliament, 

197-113  Rue  Beiliand,  1040  Brussels. 
March  21. 


New  powers  for  care  of  mentally  ill 


From  the  Parliamentary  Under 
Secretary  of  Stale , 

Department  of  Health 

Sir,  The  National  Director  of  MIND 
and  others  (letter,  March  16)  put  a 
sadly  one-sided  case  cm  our  Mental 
Health  Bill  that  is  now  before  Par- 
liament. in  concentrating  on  the  com- 
pulsory powers  contained  in  the  Bill 
they  have  chosen  to  ignore  the  detail- 
ed requirements  for  consulting  pat- 
ients and  those  who  care  for  them  and 
for  ensuring  delivery  of  the  necessary 
services. 

The  Government  has  steered  a care- 
ful and  sensitive  course  in  preparing 
the  Bill.  Judicial  and  independent  re- 
ports on  tragic  events  involving  a 
small  number  of  severely  mentally  ffl 
people  whose  discharge  by  clinicians 
into  the  community  has  not  been  ade- 
quately supervised  have  convinced  us 
that  a small  but  significant  tightening 
of  the  law  in  this  area  is  essential 

We  have  been  supported  in  this  by 
medical  and  other  professional  opin- 
ion and  not  least  by  voluntary  organ- 
isations who  speak  for  people  with 
schizophrenia  and  their  families.  We 
have  sought  to  find  the  right  balance 
between  the  health  needs  and  civil  lib- 
erties of  people  who  are  mentally  ill 
and  die  rights  and  needs  of  families 
and  members  of  the  public  who  need 
to  be  reassured  and  on  occasion  pro- 
tected from  a small  number  of  people 
who  can  become  violent  to  themselves 
or  to  others. 

it  is  this  group  of  patients  who  will 
benefit  from  supervised  discharge. 
Their  care  will  be  better  supervised 
and  so  their  health  will  be  more  easily 
safeguarded.  If  something  does  go 
wrong  it  is  surely  right  mar  tbe  res- 
ponsible supervisor  should  be  able  to 
take  action  to  protect  them  and  to  pro- 
tect others. 

Yours  faithfully. 

JOHN  BOWIS, 

Department  of  Health. 

Richmond  House, 

79  Whitehall.  SW1. 

March  16. 


From  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Defence 

Sir.  Yesterday’s  letter  from  Lords 
Healey,  Rennet  and  Mayhew  ques- 
tioned the  Government’s  commitment 
to  the  extension  of  the  Nuclear  Non- 
Proliferation  Treaty  (NPT)  and  to 
disarmament  The  Government  is  in 
fact  wholly  committed  to  obtaining  an 
unconditional  and  indefinite  exten- 
sion of  the  NFT,  which  we  regard  as 
the  most  effective  means  of  preventing 
the  proliferation  of  nudear  weapons. 

Lord  Healey  and  his  colleagues 
accuse  the  Government  of  delaying 
the  conclusion  of  a comprehensive  test 
ban  treaty  (CTBT).  This  is  far  from  the 
truth.  The  UK  is  taking  a very  active 
and  positive  role  in  the  negotiation  of 
a CTBT,  which  we  would  like  to  see 
concluded  as  soon  as  practicable- 
Meeting  our  obligation  to  ensure  the 
safety  of  our  weapons  is  a legitimate 
concern  which  has  been  raised  by  all. 
the  nuclear  powers;  in  any  event,  it  is 
just  one  of  a number  of  outstanding 
issues  which  remain  to  be  addressed 
in  die  negotiations. 

Tbe  letter  also  suggests  that  the 


Bar  students’  fees 

From  Mr  Jonathan  Moffett  and 
Ms  Samh-Jane  Davies 

Sir.  Since  your  report  last  week  of  an 
imminent  rise  in  fees  for  Bar  studems 
(Legal  News  Roundup.  March  14),  we 
have  been  told  by  the  Inns  of  Court 
School  of  Law  that  their  fees  for  the 
1995-96  academic  year  will  be  £5,200, 
a rise  of  over  £1,200. 

Although  we  believe  that  this  in- 
crease raises  significant  questions 
about  the  accessibility  of  a career  at 
the  Bar  to  those  without  substantial 
private  funds,  we  fed  that  it  also 
raises  questions  about  tbe  way  in 
which  the  1CSL  dealt  with  its  ad- 
missions crisis  this  time  last  year. 

The  response  to  that  crisis  was  to 


Radio  Oxford 

From  Mr  Mark  Byford 

Sir,  I can  assure  the  Bishop  of  Oxford 
and  his  co-signatories  (letter.  March 
17)  that  die  BBC  is  not  going  to  "des- 
troy" the  service  offered  by  Radio  Ox- 
ford. We  have  taken  a decision  to  rat- 
ionalise the  output  of  Radio  Berkshire 
and  create  a new  relationship  with 
neighbouring  Radio  Oxford. 

In  most  parts  of  the  country,  the 
BBC’s  local  radio  services  are  per- 
forming well  and  semng  their  com- 
munities in  an  efficient  way.  How- 
ever, in  a very  small  number  of  cases, 
and  after  very  careful  consideration, 
we  decided  that  we  could  make  better 
use  of  our  finite  resources,  with  the 
overall  aim  of  ensuring  that  we  pro- 
vide the  best  possible  value  for  money 
to  all  our  licence-payers. 

A working  party  is  currently  draw- 
ing up  the  best  way  of  ensuring  that 
we  continue  to  provide  a high  quality 
service  to  local  listeners,  in  both  Ox- 
fordshire and  Berkshire,  in  the  most 
cost-effective  manner. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MARK  BYFORD 
(Deputy  Managing  Director. 
Regional  Broadcasting), 

British  Broadcasting  Corporation, 
Room  702,  Henry  Wood  House. 
Langham  Place,  wi. 

March  20. 


From  the  Registrar  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Psychiatrists 

Sir.  The  letter  of  March  16  from  mis- 
cellaneous mental  health  groups  in- 
dicating the  controversial  nature  of 
the  Mental  Health  Bill  is  broadly  cor- 
rect although  it  contains  some  over- 
simplifications. The  Bill  is  indeed 
turning  out  to  be  controversial.  Hie 
Royal  College  of  Psychiatrists  does 
believe  that  there  continues  to  be  a 
need  for  new  powers  to  manage  a very 
small  and  well  defined  group  of 
patients  in  the  community. 

However,  when  one  reviews  the 
precise  wording  of  the  Bfll,  the  prob- 
lems immediately  become  obvious. 
Those  who  would  be  subject  to  the  Bill 
area  relatively  broadly  defined  group 
who  would  be  subject  to  various  res- 
trictions and  to  the  power  of  a "super- 
visor" to  convey  them  to  a place  where 
they  would  be  offered  (but  would  not 
be  compelled  to  accept)  treatment 

To  many  psychiatrists  and  others, 
this  is  the  worst  of  both  worlds.  The 
mentally  ill  will  be  subject  to  the  pow- 
er of  “arrest"  to  no  apparent  purpose. 
Psychiatrists  remain  deeply  sceptical 
and  believe  char  the  Bill  will  not  pro- 
ride the  extra  public  safety  which  the 
Government  is  hoping  for. 

It  must  now  be  dear  that  the  prob- 
lems which  the  Bill  series  unsuccess- 
fully to  address  are  much  broader 
than  at  first  appears. 

First,  the  resources  in  both  t he  com- 
munity and  the  hospital  service  for  ad- 
equate mental  health  care  are  lacking. 
Secondly,  the  Mental  Health  Act  1983 
is  based  on  an  outdated  notion  that 
medical  care  can  take  place  only  in 
mental  hospitals.  The  vast  majority  of 
memal  health  care  already  takes  place 
outside  hospitals  and  we  need  a Men- 
tal Health  Act  which  starts  from  that 
assumption  and  facilitates  treatment 
and  care  wherever  it  is  delivered. 

Yours  sincerely. 

CHRIS  THOMPSON.  Registrar, 

The  Royal  College  of  Psychiatrists, 

17  Bel  grave  Square.  SW1. 

March  17. 


Government  appears  unwilling  to 
enter  British  strategic  nudear  forces 
into  negotiations.  But  the  UK’S  deter- 
rent is  small  in  relation  to  those 
weapons  stockpiled  by  the  two  major 
nuclear  weapons  states,  and  is  al- 
ready being  significantly  reduced. 
When  Trident  is  fully  in  service,  the 
explosive  power  of  the  UK’s  opera- 
tional nudear  inventory  will  be  25  per 
cent  lower  than  it  was  in  1990. 

We  have  also  withdrawn  50  per  rent 
of  our  nudear  free-fall  bomb  stocks, 
and  announced  that  the  remainder 
will  not  be  replaced.  We  no  longer  de- 
ploy dual-key  weapons  such  as  Lance. 
And  in  future.  Trident  will  also  be 
used  to  meet  our  sub-strategic  require- 
ments which  would  otherwise  have  to 
be  met  by  air-launched  systems. 

In  short,  we  take  our  obligations 
very  seriously,  and  are  determined  to 
cany  the  NPT  negotiations  to  a 
successful  conclusion. 

Yours  sincerely. 

MALCOLM  RIFKIND. 

Ministry  of  Defence. 

Whitehall.  SW1. 

March  21. 


encourage  students  who  held  a place 
for  the  1994-95  academic  year  to  defer 
their  entry.  There  was  no  indication 
riven  that  fees  would  rise  by  such  a 
huge  amount,  and  no  doubt  many  stu- 
dents who  did  defer,  ourselves  inclu- 
ded, are  now  appalled  to  find  that  they 
are  now  financially  disadvantaged  to 
tbe  tune  of  £1.200. 

The  ICSL  may  have  solved  its  over- 
subscription problem,  but  at  what 
cost  to  its  students?  We  feel  that  yet 
again  doubt  has  been  cast  upon  the 
competence  of  the  ICSL  to  be  the 
initial  control  on  entry  to  the  Bar. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JONATHAN  MOFFETT. 

S.  J.  DAVIES, 

22  Amner  Road,  Battersea.  SW1I. 
March  20. 


From  Mr  Brian  Bigmore 

Sir,  I studied,  lived  and  worked  in  and 
around  Oxford  from  1977  until  1991 
and  based  upon  my  listening  experi- 
ences, over  a good  part  of  that  period. 
I fafi  to  see  why  Radio  Oxford  should 
attract  such  illustrious  champions  as 
the  Bishop  of  Oxford  and  his  co-signa- 
tories to  defend  it  on  grounds  of  “im- 
portance" and  ‘pleasure  to  so  many 
thousands  of  people". 

The  “town  and  gown’  attitude  of 
much  of  the  city  of  Oxford  is  well 
known  and  recorded  and  I am  inclin- 
ed to  suspect  that  these  protestations 
are  merely  an  exiention  of  tills  attitude 
of  mind.  Would  they  be  quite  so  con- 
cerned if  Radio  Berkshire  were  to  be 
dosed  and  incorporated  under  the 
banner  of  Radio  Oxford? 

I do  not  think  so. 

Yours  faithfully. 

B.  BIGMORE, 

49  York  Road. 

Weston  M3L  Plymouth.  Devon. 
March  17. 
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Blue  plaque  snub 
for  John  Buchan 

From  M r Peter  Hopkirk 

Sir,  Margot  Norman  (“My  false  trib- 
ute to  Hardy".  March  17)  is  not  alone 
in  her  brush  with  English  Heritage 
over  blue-plaque  bureaucracy. 

Some  months  ago  I pointed  out  to 
English  Heritage  that  John  Buchan 
had  no  blue  plaque  on  his  London 
home,  despite  the  fact  that  during 
World  War  One  he  lived  at  76  Port- 
land Place.  Indeed,  he  was  living  there 
when  he  wrote  his  two  most  famous 
works.  The  ThirtyHine  Steps  and 
Greenmanile. 

To  my  astonishment.  1 was  told  that 
he  was  ineligible,  despite  the  fact  that 
he  lived  there  from  1912  to  1919.  The 
reason  1 was  given  was  that  his  hand- 
some terraced  house,  bombed  in 
World  War  Two,  had  been  rebuilt. 

Surely  this  completely  misses  the 
point  The  fact  is  that  John  Buchan,  a 
man  of  enormous  eminence  in  other 
fields,  lived  at  this  address,  and 
deserves  to  be  commemorated  there. 

Perhaps  tire  present  owners  of  this 
building  should  emulate  Margot  Nor- 
man’s predecessors  and  erect  an  unof- 
ficial plaque  to  Buchan.  Is  it  right  that 
English  Heritage,  with  their  petti- 
fogging rules,  should  have  a monop- 
oly over  our  past? 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  HOPKIRK, 

32  Quarrendon  Street 
Parson’s  Green,  SW6. 

March  17. 


Fishing  dispute 

From  Miss  Fern  Roberts 

Sir.  What  a pleasure  to  read  Bernard 
Levin's  article,  “Canada  comes  of  age" 
(March  17).  As  a Nova  Scotian  1 am 
keenly  aware  that  for  years  the  prob- 
lem of  dwindling  fish  stocks  has  been 
approaching  a crisis  point  in  the 
North  Atlantic  1 am  also  aware  that  it 
has  taken  too  long  for  the  issue  to 
come  to  the  fore  nationally  and  inter- 
nationally. 

For  the  polite  and  wishy-washy 
Canadian  Government  to  have  shot  at 
the  Spanish  trawler  Estai  and  held  the 
ship  and  crew  two  weeks  ago  was  tiius 
an  indication  of  extreme  desperation 
in  die  face  of  perpetual  overfishing 
and  illegal  fishing  on  foe  part  of 
foreign  vessels. 

To  see  the  EC  and  Britain  act  in 
defence  of  Spain  is  not  only  upsetting 
but  short-sighted;  if  there  is  not  a 
thorough  conservation  and  policing 
effort  now  there  will  soon  be  no  fish  to 
squabble  over. 

Yours  sincerely, 

FERN  ROBERTS, 

38  Ladbroke  Square.  Wll. 

March  20. 


Score  by  computer 

From  MrD.  A.  Glading 

Sir.  1 was  pleased  to  learn  from  your 
report  today  that  Gyorgy  Ligeti,  the 
avant-garde  Hungarian  composer, 
was  impressed  with  the  Sibelius  7 soft- 
ware system,  and  1 hope  that  when  he 
has  seen  foe  brochures  he  asked  for, 
he  decides  to  use  this  for  compositions 
in  future,  like  many  other  composers, 
such  as  John  Rutter.  The  system, 
which  has  been  installed  throughout 
die  Royal  Academy  of  Music,  was 
written  by  two  brothers,  Ben  and  Jon- 
athan Finn,  in  Cambridge. 

However,  you  fail  to  give  credit  to 
the  computer  used.  Like  many  other 
excellent  pieces  of  software,  it  runs  on 
Acorn  Rise  PC  which  was  also  design- 
ed in  Cambridge.  In  this  case,  British 
is  best,  as  I hope  Gyorgy  Ligeti  will 
soon  be  able  to  confirm. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  A GLADING, 

43  Spalding  Way. 

Great  Baddow.  Chelmsford,  Essex. 
March  17. 


Brill  thrill 

From  Mrs  Barbara  Brill 

Sir,  Harold  Pinter’s  artide  C*And 
thank  you,  Hackney  Library".  March 
IQ  brought  back  vivid  memories  for 
me.  as  1,  too,  grew  up  in  that  part  of 
London  and  can  verify  what  fine  lib- 
raries that  borough  had. 

I was  recently  looking  through  a 
box  of  old  theatre  programmes  and 
came  across  one  for  a production  of 
Romeo  and  Juliet  put  on  in  April  1948 
by  the  dramatic  societies  of  the  Hack- 
ney Downs  Grammar  School  and  the 
Dalston  County  Secondary  School 
(which  was  actually  a grammar 
school),  which  I attended.  Trie  part  of 
Romeo  was  played  by  Harold  Pinter 
and  his  friend  and  teacher,  Joseph 
Brearley,  apart  from  producing,  also 
played  the  part  of  Escalus.  Prince  of 
Verona. 

I well  remember  how  we  fourth- 
formers  swooned  at  the  young,  good 
looking  Mr  Pinter.  Oh.  happy  days. 

Yours  faithfully, 

BARBARA  BRILL. 

2 Tudor  Close,  Belsize  Avenue,  NW3. 
March  20. 


Multiple  mums 

From  Mr  Paul  Baaerbuty 

Sir,  A sign  in  a shop  window  in  Birm- 
ingham today  was  advertising  Moth- 
ers’ Day  cards  at  “three  for  a pound". 

Yours  sincerely. 

PAUL  BATTERBURY, 

II  Mare  Green  Road. 

Bishop’s  Stortford,  Hertfordshire. 
March  16. 


Policy  on  control  of  nuclear  arms 
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HMY  BRITANNIA 
March  22  The  Queen  this  moraine 
left  Cape  Town  anti  flew  io  Pon 
Elizabeth  and  was  received  by  the 
Premier  of  Eastern  Cape  Province 
(Mr  Raymond  Mhlaba). 

Her  Majesty  visited  the  Centenary 
Haft.  New  Brighton,  and  watched  a 
cultural  display. 

The  Queen  this  afternoon 
honoured  the  Premier  of  Eastern 
Cape  Province  with  her  presence  ar 
Luncheon  at  Vista  University. 

Her  Majesty  later  visited  Sister 
Ethel's  Clinic.  Missionvate.  and 
planted  a commemorative  tree. 

The  Queen  afterwards  visited  the 
Cenrre  for  Continuing  Education. 

Her  Majesty  lass’  attended  a 
Reception  at  Port  Elizabeth  Chib. 

Finally  The  Queen  left  Pon  Eliza- 
beth for  Pneioria- 

The  Duke  erf  Edinburgh  this  morn- 
ing left  Cape  Town  and  dew  to 
Kimberley. 

His  Royal  Highness  visited  de 
Beers  diamond  operations  at  Harry 
Oppeoheimer  House  and  sub- 
sequently visited  the  Mine  Museum. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  attended  a 
Luncheon  ai  Kimberley  Chib  given 
by  the  Premier  of  Northern  Cape 
Province  (Mr  Manrw  Dipico). 

His  Rqyal  Highness  this  afternoon 
visited  Bakwena  Ba  Mogopa  Land 
Resettlement  Village.  North  West 
Province,  and  was  received  by  the 
Premier. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  later 
arrived  in  Pretoria  and.  as  Patron 
and  Trustee.  The  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh's Award,  this  evening  received 
a delegation  from  the  President's 
Award 

The  Queen  and  The  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  were  represented  by  His 
Excellency  Sir  James  Carlisle  (Gov- 
ernor-General of  Antigua  and  Bar- 
buda) at  the  Scale  Funeral  of  Sir 
Wilfted  Jacobs  (formerly  Governor- 
General  of  Antigua  and  Barbuda] 
which  was  held  in  Si  John's  Anglican 
Cathedral.  St  John's.  Antigua,  this 
afternoon. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
March  22;  The  Prince  Edward. 
Chairman.  The  Duke  of  Edinburgh's 
Award  Special  Projects  Croup,  this 
evening  held  3 meeting  ar  Bucking- 
ham Palace. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
March  22  The  Princess  Royal  Pa- 
tron. the  Association  of  Combined 
Youth  Guta.  this  evening  visited  the 
following  three  dubs:  Bermondsey 
Village  HalL  Kirby  Grove.  London 
SE1:  Aylesbury  Youth  Guh.  Invilfe 
Road.  Aylesbury  Estate.  Walworth. 
London  SEI7:  and  Walworth  Youth 
Club.  Peabody  Estate.  Rodney  Road. 
London  SE17. 

Mrs  Timothy  Hokfemess-Roddam 
was  in  attendance. 

CLARENCE  HOUSE 

March  22  Queen  Elizabeth  The 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  on  behalf  of 
The  Queen,  will  hold  an  investi- 
ture at  Buckingham  Palace  at 
11.00:  and.  as  president  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Music,  will  be  the 
host  at  a concert  at  St  James's 
Palace  ai  8.00. 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester,  as  Grand 
Prior  of  the  Order  of  St  John,  will 
attend  the  Grand  Prior's  Advisory 
Council  at  St  John's  Gate. 
Gerkenwell,  at  12.15. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent  will  visit  the 
Humberside  Ambulance  Service 
NHSTrust  Headquarters.  Spring- 
field  Way.  Anfaby.  at  1130;  will 
visit  the  Disabled  Housing  Trust 


Queen  Moths1  this  afternoon  re- 
ceived the  Presidents  of  Queen 
Mary*  Clothing  Guild  ai  St  James's 
Palace  cm  the  occasion  of  die  Guild* 
Annual  General  Meeting 
Dame  Frances  Campbell-Prestoa 
was  in  attendance. 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
March  22:  The  Prince  of  Wales.  Duke 
of  Cornwall  this  morning  presided  at 
a meeting  of  The  Prince*  Council  at 
10  Buckingham  Gate,  London  SW1. 

His  Royal  Highness  was  admitted 
as  an  Honorary  Liveryman  erf  the 
Worshipful  Company  of  Carpenters 
at  Carpenters'  Halt.  London  EC2,  this 
afternoon. 

Mr  Stephen  Lamport  was  in 

attendance 

The  Prince  of  Wales.  Patron.  Albert 
Memorial  Trust,  later  visited  the 
Albert  Manorial  and  afterwards 
attended  a Reception  in  launch  (he 
mist  ai  Kensington  Gore.  London 
SW7. 

Dr  Manon  Williams  was  in 
attendance. 

His  Rqyal  Highness  (his  evening 
attended  a meeting  of  (he  Gdansk 
Theatre  Architecture  Committee  and 
subsequently  gave  a Reception  at  St 
James*  Palace. 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 
March  22  The  Princess  Margaret. 
Countess  of  Snowdon.  Honorary 
President.  The  British  Museum  Dev- 
elopment Trust,  today  attended  a 
Meeting  of  the  Council  and  remained 
to  luncheon  at  the  British  Museum. 

Major  The  Lord  Napier  and  E [trick 
was  in  attendance. 

. The  Princess  Margaret.  Countess 
of  Snowdon.  President,  the  National 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children,  this  evening  attended  a 
Dinner  at  Spencer  House.  St  James's 
Place.  London.  SWt. 

The  Lady  Gfenamner  was  in 
attendance. 

KENSINGTON  PALACE 
March  22  The  Duke  of  Gloucester. 
Honorary  Fellow,  Magdalene  Coll- 
ege. Cambridge  University,  attended 
an  Association  Dinner  in  Middle 
Temple  Hall.  London  EC4. 

Major  Nicholas  Borne  was  in 
attendance. 

YORK  HOUSE 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
March  22:  The  Duke  of  Kent  attended 
the  Memorial  Service  for  the  Life  of 
Lord  Campbell  of  Eskan  which  was 
held  ar  St  Margaret's  Church.  West- 
minster Abbey.  London  SW1  this 
morning. 

The  Duke  of  Kent.  Cblonef-in- 
Chicf.  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Fu- 
silier*. this  morning  received 
lieruenartr-CoIond  Richard  Jackson, 
commanding  the  bib  Battalion  on 
relinquishing  the  appointment  and 
Major  Brian  Gorslti  an  assuming  the 
appointnwiu.  I 


development  at  Victoria  House. 
Malden  Road.  Victoria  Dock. 
Hull,  ax  1150:  will  open  the  new 
day  surgery  unit  at  Hull  Royal 
Infirmary.  Anlaby  Road,  at  2.25; 
will  open  the  Humberside  Mice 
Northern  Communications 
Centre.  Hessle.  at  325:  and  will 
visit  St  Margaret's  Church  and 
Community  Cenrre.  Shannon 
Road,  Longhill  Estate.  Hull  at 
5.45. 


Church  news 

The  Rev  Ken  Scotl,  Rector, 
Bradford  Peverell.  Stratton, 
Frampton  and  St  Nicholas. 
Sydfing:  to  be  also  Rural  Dean  of 
Dorchester  (Salisbury). 


Birthdays 

today 

Princess  Eugenie  of  York  is  five 
today. 

Professor  H.C  Allen.  American 
historian.  78,  Mr  MkhaeJ  Ath- 
erton. cricketer,  27:  Mr  Norman 
Bailey,  baritone,  62  Sir  Roger 
Bannister,  former  Master.  Pan- 
broke  College.  Oxford,  and  first 
man  to  run  sub-four  minute  mile. 
66:  Mr  Bryan  Bass,  headmaster. 
City  of  London  School.  61:  Profes- 
sor RJ.  Bennett,  geographer.  47: 
Mr  Geoffrey  Clifton- Brown,  MP, 
42:  Mr  Barry  Cryer,  comedian  and 
writer.  60;  Mr  Peter  Godfrey, 
chartered  accountant.  71:  Professor 
Kenneth  J-  Gregory,  warden. 
Goldsmiths’  College.  57;  Ms  Lis 
Howdi,  former  director  of  pro- 
grammes. GMTV.  44;  Lord  Jay, 
88:  Mr  Akira  Kurosawa,  film 
director.  85:  Sir  Geoffrey  Leigh, 
chairman.  Allied  London  Prop- 
erties, 62:  Sir  David  McNee. 
former  Commissioner.  Metropoli- 
tan Police,  70;  Mr  Mkhaei 
Manser,  architect.  66;  Mr  Andrew 
Mitchell  MP.  39:  Mr  Alfred 
Morris.  MP.  67;  Sir  Ralph  Ferring, 
former  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  90; 
Sir  Desmond  Pitcher,  chairman, 
Merseyside  Development 
Corporation,  60:  Sir  Ian  Todd, 
former  president.  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons.  7-fc  Sir  Edward  Warner, 
dipiomai.  84:  Sir  Denis  Wright 
diplomat.  84. 


Michael  Nyman,  the 
composer,  is  51  today 


The  Royal  College 
of  Anaesthetists 

Professor  C.  Prys-Roberts  and 
Professor  F.R.  Ellis  have  been  re- 
elected President  and  Vice- Presi- 
dent respectively  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Anaesthetists  and 
Professor  CJ.  Hull  has  been 
elected  Vice- President,  to  take  ef- 
fect from  June  21. 1995. 


Headington 
School,  Oxford 


Headington  School.  Oxford  is 
pleased  to  announce  that  the  1995 
Open  Entry  Scholarships  have 
been  awarded  to: 

Gemma  Farrell  — u*  Scholarship 
fEmsrore  Lawn  Preparatory  school. 
Warwick]. 

Erin  Logan  (Dragon  school.  Oxford) 
and  Anna  Rothknpr  (St  Hugh's 
school.  Farlngdon)  share  the  13* 
Scholarship. 

Two  Music  Scholarships  were 
awarded  tills  year  at  1 1 • to  Yolana 
Pringle  (The  Manor  Preparatory 
SCHOOL  Abingdon)  and  Jennifer 
Robinson  (Marston  Middle  SchooL 
Oxford). 


Legal  appointment 

Mr  Edward  James  Holman.  QC, 
to  be  a Justice  of  die  High  Court 
assigned  to  the  Family  Division. 


Memorial  service 


Lord  Campbell  of  Eskan 
The  Duke  of  Kent  accompanied 
by  die  Earl  and  Countess  of  St 
Andrews,  attended  a service  of 
thanksgiving  for  the  life  and  work 
of  Lord  Campbell  of  Eskan  held 
yesterday  at  St  Margaret's 
Church,  Westminster  Abbey. 
Canon  Donald  Gray  officiated  and 
the  Abbot  of  Belmont  led  (be 
prayers.  Mr  Roger  Parker-Jervis 
read  the  lesson.  Miss  Lucy  Camp- 
bell. granddaughter,  read  from  the 
works  of  W.B.  Yeats.  Miss  Rebecca 
Campbell,  granddaughter,  read 
from  The  History  of  Tam  Jones  by 
Henry  Fleming  and  the  Hon  John 
Campbell,  son.  read  from  The 
Clicking  qf  Cuthben  by  pG. 
Wodehouse.  Mr  Antony  Haynes 
gave  an  address. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  was 
present  The  High  Commissioner 
of  Guyana  and  the  Fijian  Commer- 
cial Couseflor  attended.  Among 
others  present  were: 

The  Hon  Peter  Campbell  (son),  the 
Hon  Rosalind  Campbell  and  the 
Hon  Mrs  Joanna  Agnew 
(daughters),  the  Hon  Mrs  John 
Campbell  (daughter-in-law).  Miss 
Elizabeth  Campbell  Miss  Sarah 
Campbell  Miss  Kate  Agnew,  Mr 
and  Mis  Caspar  Agnew.  Mr 


and  sisters-in-law).  Mis  Pamela 
Campbell  (sister-in-law),  the  Hon 


Mrs  Anne  Campbell,  Mr  William 
Campbell.  Mr  Mark  Campbell.  Mr 
j D Campbell.  Miss  Rosie 
CampbelL  Mr  N A Campbell.  Mr 
and  Mrs  M D Campbell,  Miss  A 
CampbelL  Miss  5 Campbell  Miss 
CampbelL  Mrs  J P 


. mom 
Cynthia 
Camp! 


pbeU. 

Earl  and  Countess  JeUlcoe. 
Baroness  Blrfc,  Baroness  castle  or 
Blackburn,  Lara  CMiver.  Lora 
Cledwyn  of  Penrhos,  CH,  Lord  and 
lady  Colnbrook.  Lord  cottesloe. 
Baroness  David.  Lord  Donaldson 
of  Kingsbridge.  Lord  Fins  berg. 
Lord  GaUacher.  Lord  Glenamara, 
CH.  Lord  Graham  of  Edmonton. 
Lord  Grey  or  Naunton.  Lord 
Holdemess.  Lord  Judd.  Baroness 
Llewelyn-DaWes  of  Hastoe.  Lord 
Lovell-Davis,  Lord  McIntosh  of 
Haringey.  Baroness  MaJfafieu. 
qc,  Lora  Milner  of  Leeds,  Lora 
Raelan.  Lord  Richard,  oc,  Lora 
Serum  of  Garston,  Baroness 

Scrota,  Lord  Snabolgf,  Baroness 
White.  Sir  Nicholas  Scon.  MP,  the 
Hon  Mrs  Cleg®  Sir  PhlUp 
Duncombe.  Sir  Ralph  Vemey. 

Sir  Michael  Franklin  (president. 
West  India  Committee)  with  Mr 
David  Jessop  (executive  director); 
Sir  George  and  Lady  Bishop,  Sir 
Michael  Caine  and  Miss  Emma 
Nidbolsor^MP.  Sir  Robin  Catford. 


Brovmrigg.  Mr  R Borman.  Mr 
Peter  Butler.  MP.  Mr  RW  Close.  Mr 
J M Davies  (Clerk  Assistant  House 
of  Lords).  Mr  r E f tie  Pass.  Mr 
and  Mrs  Christopher  Eiwes,  Mrs 
Frefly  Fisher,  Mrs  R Goddard.  Mr 
Graham  Greene.  Mr  David  Half. 
Mr  David  w Harvey,  Mis  a 
Haynes.  Mr  R Hill.  Mr  and  MR 
Anthony  Howard,  Mr  John 
Hudson.  Mr  W N Ismay.  Mr 
wllif&m  Keegan.  Mr  Jane 
KeUock.  Mr  Michael  Llddiard,  Mrs 
Richard  UddianL  Mr  D Lock.  Mr 
AM  Mis  Campbell. 

Mr  and  Mis  D Palmer.  Mrs  Roger 
Parker-Jervis,  Mr  and  Mr  d R 
Felly.  Mr  and  Mr  Jeremy  potter. 
Ms  usha  Prashar,  Mr  John 
Saumarez  Smith.  Mr  Tim  Skelton. 
Mr  Mary  Southgate.  Mr  C D St 
Johnston.  Mr  Mo  T3ppin,  Mr  D 
G p Taylor.  Mr  John  Walker.  Mr 
Alan  Watkins.  Mr  and  Mr  David 
Williams,  mr  £ Williams.  Dr 
Donald  R Wright,  Ms  HJJaiy 
StonefrosL 

The  Mayor  and  Mayoress  of 
Milton  Rqynes  with  repres- 
entatives of  the  Borough  council 
and  Foundation  for  the  Arts:  Mr 
Adrian  Hewitt  (Overseas 
Development  institute).  Mr  Jim 
Rase  (Runnymede  Trust).  Mr  C H 


Lady 


ter.  Sir  Peter  Leslie 


Meinertzhagen,  Sir  Anton 
Murray.  Lady  Neale,  Lady  (Peri 
Parker.  Sir  Shridath  Ramph_. 
Lady  Reid.  Lady  Sells.-  sir  Nett 
Shields.  Lady  (Leonard)  Smith,  sir 
Geoffrey  Wilson. 

Mr  Jonathan  Agnew.  Miss  Kate 
Agnew.  Mr  A j V Arthur.  Mrs 
Tnomas  Baring.  Mr  Philip 


Croque^CIub.  Wimbledon)  arid 
Mr  R D Ambrose  (club  secretary). 

Mr  Ian  Hall  (Bloomsbury 
International  Society),  repres- 
entatives of  Buckinghamshire' 
County  Council,  the  Commission 
for  the  New  Towns,  the  Mauritius 
Chamber  of  Agriculture,  me 
Mauritius  Sugar  svndicate. 
Booker.  Taie  ana  Lvle  and  many 
other  friends. 


The  Royal  Society 


The  following  have  been  elected 
Mows  of  the  Royal  Society: 

Prof  M A Bennett,  Professorial 
Fellow.  Research  School  of 
Chemistry,  Australian  National 
VJntversitv.  Canberra.  Prof  I D 
Campbell  Prof  of  Structural 
Studies,  Oxford  U;  Prof  J R Cann. 
Prof  and  Head  of  the  Department 
of  Earth  Sciences,  Leeds  U:  Prof  K 
F Chaier,  Group  Leader  and 
Deputy  Head.  Department  or 
Genetics.  John  Innes  Centre. 
Norwich;  Prof  F E Corrigan.  Prof  of 
Mathematics,  Durham  U:  prof  E B 
Davies.  Prof  of  Mathematics. 
King's  College  London;  Prof  G 
Dixon- Lewis.  Emeritus  Prof.  Leeds 
U;  Prof  R s Ellis.  PiumJan  Pn>r  of 
Astronomy.  Cambridge  U;  Prof  G 
D Farquhar.  leader  of  Environ- 
mental Biology  Group.  Research 
School  of  Biological  Sciences. 
Australian  National  U.  Canberra; 
Prof  J B Harbome.  Emeritus  Prof 
of  Botany.  Reading  U:  Prof  j s 
Higgins.  Prof  of  Polymer  science, 
imperial  College  of  science. 
Technology  and  Medicine. 
London  U: prof  J C Howard.  Prof 
of  Cell  Genetics.  Institute  for 
Genetics,  U of  Cologne.  Germ  any; 
Prof  a Jameson.  James  s 
McDonnell  Distinguished  U Prof 
ol  Aerospace  Engineering.  U of 
Princeton.  USA:  Prof  J H Kaplan. 
Prof  and  Chair  of  Blochemlstiy 
and  Molecular  Biology.  Oregon 
Health  sciences  U.  Portland.  USA; 
Dr  G Singh  Khush.  Head  of  the 
Plant  Breeding.  Genetics  and 
Blochemlstiy  program,  inter- 
national Rice  Research  institute. 
Manila.  Philippines:  Prof  A 


Ledwith,  Head  of  Group  Research, 
puklngion  Technology  centre. 
Latham,  Lancashire:  Pro  f F M 
Leslie.  Prof  of  Mathematics. 
Strathclyde  U.  Glasgow;  prof  C J 
Marshall.  Gibb  Lire  Fellow  of 


Experimental  Physics.  Man- 
chester U:  Dr  P J Mason.  Director 
of  Research.  Meteorological 
Office.  Bracknell.  Berkshire;  Dr  D 
A B Miller,  head  of  Advanced 
Photonics  Research  Department. 
AT&T  Bell  Laboratories.  New 
Jersey.  USA:  Dr  R a North. 
Principal  scientist  ai  Glaxo 
institute  (or  Molecular  Biology. 
Geneva.  Switzerland;  Prof  T j 
Pedley,  Prof  or  Applied  Mathe- 
matics. Leeds  U;  Prof  3 j Pen.  Prof 
of  Computational  Physics.  York  U: 
Sir  K Peters.  Regius  Prof  of 
Physics.  Cambridge  U:  Prof  J D 
Plckett-Heaps.  Prof  of  Botany.  U or 
Melbourne.  Australia:  Dr  R J 
Roberts.  Director  of  Research.  New 
England  Bio  Jabs.  Massachusetts. 
USA:  Pror  J RotblaL  formerly  Prof 
of  Physics.  St  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  Medical  School.  London: 
Dr  J K M Sanders.  Reader  in 
Chemistry.  Cambridge  U:  Prof  R 
M Simmons.  Honorary  Director  or 
Medical  Research  Council  Muscle 
and  Cell  Motility  Unit  and  Pro!  of 
Biophysics.  King's  college,  Lon- 
don: Prof  I w m smith.  Mason 
Prof  of  Chemistry.  Birmingham  U: 
Prof  P H a Sneath.  Emeritus  Prof 


Director  of  Astronomv  Centre. 
Sussex  U;  Dr  R L Taylor.  Reader  In 
Pure  Mathematics  and 
Mathematical  Statistics. 
Cambridge  U:  Prof  s M Caldwell 
TUghman.  Howard  A Prior  Prof  of 
Life  Sciences.  Princeton  V.  USA: 
Dr  J E walker,  research  scientist  at 
Medical  Research  Council 
Laboratory  of  Molecular  Biology. 
Cambridge;  DrSC  west.  Principal 
Scientist,  imperial  Cancer 
Research  Fund  Clare  Hall 


Dmagneti  . 

R J Tayier.  Prof  of  Astronomy  and 


Laboratories.  South  Minims. 
Herts;  Dr  C G Windsor,  senior 
scientist  National  NDT  Centre, 
AEA  Technology.  DidcoL  Oxon; 
Prof  A H wyilie.  Professor 
of  Experimental  Pathology,  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh  Medical 
School. 

The  following  have  been  elected 
foreign  Members  of  the  Royal 
Society: 

Dr  G Elion.  Research  Prof  ol 
Pharmacology  and  Medicine. 
Duke  University.  US  a.  and 
Adjunct  Prof  of  Medicinal 
Chemistry.  Ohio  State  U;  Prof  U 
Fano.  Emeriius  Prof  of  Physics.  U 
or  Chicago.  Illinois:  Prof  S 
Gluecksonn-waelsch.  Albert 
Einstein  College  of  Medicine.  New 
York.  USA:  Pro?  R Levi-Montaldni. 
Prof  of  Neoro  biology  at  CNR 
Institute  or  NeurobloTogy,  Rome: 
Prof  C Forrest  Quate.  Lei  and  T 
Edwards  Prof  of  Engineering. 
Stanford  v.  California:  Prof  J A 
Wheeler.  Joseph  Henrv  prof  of 
Physics  Emeritus.  Princeton  U. 
USA. 


Eton  College 

Eton  College  dosed  yesterday. 
The  Newcastle  Scholarship  has 
beat  awarded  ioT.D.  Calvocoressi 
OS  and  the  Newcastle  Medallist  is 
RJ.  Starling  KS. 

The  Rosebery  Exhibition  has  been 
awarded  toT.M.F.  Connor  OS.  the 
Huxley  Erne  lo  I.W.R.  Martin  KS. 
the  Keynes  Prize  to  N.5.  Sbab,  the 
Newcastle  Classical  Prize  to 
M.R.B.  Wilson  KS  and  Her  Maj- 
esty The  Queen's  Prize  for  French 
10  T.L  Mogford  OS  and  for 
Gentian  to  J.N.  Wiseman-Clarfce. 
In  the  final  of  the  House  Football 
Mr  GW.  Milne's  defeated  Dr  M J. 
Atkinson's  by  H points  to7.  College 
retained  the  Athletics  Cup. 

School  opens  far  the  Summer  Half 
on  April  19. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS:  Sir  Muirhead  Bone, 
watered ourisi  and  etcher.  Glas- 
gow. 1876;  Cedric  Gibbons,  film 
designer.  Dublin.  1893;  Erich 
Fromm,  physiologist.  Frankfurt 
am  Main.  1900:  Joan  Crawford, 
actress.  San  Antonia.  Texas.  1908: 
Wemher  von  Braun,  pioneer  erf 
rocketry.  Wirsitz.  Germany.  1912; 
Jimmy  Edwards,  comedy  actor. 
Barnes,  west  London,  1920;  Don- 
ald CampbelL  holder  of  land  and 
water  speed  records.  Horley. 
Surrey.  1921. 

DEATHS:  Thomas  Holcroft, 
dramatist  and  novelist,  London. 
1809:  Stendahl  (Marie-Henri 
Beyle),  novelist.  Paris.  1842:  Raoul 
Dufy,  painter.  Forcalqufer, 
France.  1953. 


Benito  Mussolini.  Italian  journal- 
ist. formed  the  Fascists  to  fig hr 
communism.  1919. 

Austin  Peay.  governor  of  Ten- 
nessee; signed  a statute  forbidding 
the  teaching  of  Darwin's  theory  of 
evolution  in  state  schools.  1925. 
The  first  official  meeting  for  400 
years  between  the  heads  of  the 
Catholic  and  Anglican  churches 
took  place  in  Rome.  1966. 


Lecture 

Glaziers’  Company 
Professor  Richard  Marks.  Profes- 
sor of  Medieval  Stained  Glass  at 
York  University,  delivered  the 
Glaziers*  lecture  to  the  Glaziers' 
Company  yesterday  ax  Glaziers' 
Half.  Mr  John  Varan,  Master, 
presided. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Dr  GI.O.  Brookes 
and  Ms  T.R.  Cameron 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Carl,  son  of  Mr  Harley 
Brookes  and  Mrs  Sue  Brookes,  ol 
Chelsea.  London,  and  Tania-  elder 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Ian 
Cameron,  of  Peasemore.  Berk- 
shire. 

Mr  R-SJ-  Connolly 
and  Miss  E.  Maylor 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Rupert  St  John,  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Nicholas  Connolly,  of 
Monks  Gate.  Horsham.  Sussex, 
and  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of 
Mr  Leslie  Naylor  and  the  late  Dr 
Freda  Naylor,  of  Crosby. 
Merseyside. 

Mr  A-R-M-  Dennis 
and  Miss  J.F.  Heftier 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Alan,  younger  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  R.E.R.  Dennis,  of 
Winchester.  Hampshire,  and 
Joanna,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  R-CH.  Heftier,  of  Easton. 
Hampshire. 

Mr  J.M.  ExJey 
and  Miss  M.F.  Glasson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Jeremy,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Christopher  Exley.  of 
Hadleigh,  Suffolk,  and  Frances, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  David 
Glasson.  of  Backwell.  Bristol. 


,ir  A.  Grossmaiw 
md  Miss  D-  Wright 
"he  engas^ihcht  13  announced 
tween  Arthur,  only  son  of  Mr 
jid  Mrs  August  Grossmann.  of 


Mr  CJ.  HOsoo 

and  Dr  A.M.R  Stmens 

The  engagement  is  announced 

berween  Christopher,  your^er  son 

of  Mr  and  Mis  Malcolm  Hflson,  of 
Docklands.  London,  and  Anna, 
daughter  of  Dr  Roger  Stevens  and 
Mrs  Rosemary  Stevens,  of 
Plymouth.  Devon. 

Captain  TJ-  Lai 

and  Miss  J A McStravick 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Timothy  John,  second  son 
of  Datuk  Peter  Lai  and  Datin 
Margaret  Lai.  of  Felden,  Hert- 
fordshire, and  Jillian  Anne, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
J.P.  'McStravick.  or  Lurgan. 
County  Armagh. 

Mr  E.D.  Waterhouse 
and  Miss  H.E.  Bill 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Edward,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  David  Waterhouse,  of  Read, 
Lancashire,  and  Helen,  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  Eric  Bill,  of 
Nunthorpe,  Cleveland. 


Dinners 

.\SPCC 

Princess  Margaret.  President  of 
the  NSPCC  "was  the  guest  of 
honour  ar  a dinner  held  last  night 
at  Spencer  House  in  aid  of  the 
NSPCC  Financial  Development 
Board 

Sir  Mark  Weinberg,  chairman 
of  the  board,  and  Lady  Weinberg 
were  the  hosts.  Baroness  Thatcher, 
OM.  a Vice-President  of  the 
NSPCC.  and  Mr  Michael  Moore, 
chairman,  also  spoke. 

Enropean-Atiantic  Group 
The  American  Ambassador  was 
the  speaker  at  a meeting  of  the 
European- Allan  tic  Group  held 
yesterday  at  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Mr  Michael  Jopfing.  MP. 
presided.  Viscount  Montgomery  of 
Alamein.  president,  was  in  the 
chair  az  a dinner  discussion  held 
afterwards  at  the  St  Ermin's  Hotel. 
Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  Julian 
Oswald.  Miss  Joyce  Quin.  MP.  a 
vice-chairman.  Lord  Dahrendorf. 
chairman,  and  Lord  Judd  also 
spoke. 

Magdalene  College  Association 

The  Duke  of  Gloucester.  Honorary 
Fellow  of  Magdalene  College. 
Cambridge,  attended  a dinner  held 
last  night  at  Middle  Temple  Hall 
to  meet  the  Master.  Professor  John 
Gurdon.  FRS.  and  Mrs  Gordon. 
Mr  Howard  Flight.  President  of 
Magdalene  College  Association. 
presided.  Sir  Antony  Jay  proposed . 
the  toast  ro  the  College. 

La  Confrcrie  des  Chevaliers 
duTastevin 

The  French  Ambassador,  was  the 
Guest  of  Honour  at  the  first 
London  Chapitre  of  the  Confrerie 
des  Chevaliers  du  Tasievin  held  on 
March  21,  at  Guildhall.  Sir  Alexan- 
der Graham  presided.  The  Grand 
Maine,  M Bernard  Barbier  and 
Members  of  the  Grand  Conseil 
were  present.  M Louis-Marc 
Chevi guard,  Le  Grande  Conne- 
table.  and  Chevalier  Howard 
Stone  also  spoke. 


Luncheon 

Middle  East  Association 
Mr  Jonathan  Aitken.  Chief  Sec- 
retary to  the  Treasury,  was  the 
guest  of  honour  and  speaker  at  the 
annual  luncheon  of  the  Middle 
East  Association  held  yesterday  az 
the  London  Hilton  on  Park  Lane. 
Mr  Brian  Constant,  acting  chair- 
man of  the  association,  presided. 
Sir  James  Craig,  presidenu  also 
spoke. 


Carpenters* 

Company 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was  admitted 
as  an  Honorary  Liveryman  of  the 
Carpenters' Company  yesterday  at 
Carpenters'  Hall  by  Captain  K.G. 
Hainan,  RN.  Master,  in  recog- 
nition of  bis  interest  in  design  and 
construction  and  the  carapaityS 
responsibility  for  the  construction 
of  timber  framed  braidings  in  the 
medieval  City  of  London. 

Afterwards  the  Prince  of  Wales 
met  woodwork  and  stonemascairy 
students  and  staff  of  the  company^ 
Building  Crafts  College  and  those 
responsible  for  the  administration 
of  charitable  grants  and  .Rusi- 
ingtnn  Convalescent  Home.  '■ 


Commemoration  of 
the  50th  anniversary 
of  World  Wau*  II 

On  Friday,  May  5,  1995,  i noon.  " 
Addresses  wifi  be  presented  by  . 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  The 
Queen  in  Westminster  Hall  to 
commemorate  the  SO*  anniver- 
sary of  the  end  of  World  War  H 
Fortner  Members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  who  served  in  the 
armed  forces  in  World  War  n are 
invited  to  apply  to  the  Speaker* 
Secretary  (Commemoration)  for  a 
ticket  for  the  Ceremony.  Applica- 
tions dose  on  Monday,  April  3. 
1995. 


BMD’S:  0171  782  7272 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE:  0171  481  1982 
FAX:  0171  481  9313 


atafl  flww  myself  great  and 
My  and 
known  to 
Thai  they  wffl  know  that 
an  the  Lari. 

EMM  SB  : 33  2 CREBV 


BIRTHS 


JUJDRBD  - On  10th  March 
1990.  u Tama  (nto 
MarsznMO  and  Jonathan,  a 
daogucr.  Anya. 

BALLARD  - On  10th  March  at 
the  John  Rnddttfo  HospttaL 
to  Sacha  and  Christopher,  a 
son.  Harry  Paver  Ateraimrr. 

SHAVES  - On  March  eth 
1996.  to  Barite  Ottte  Seymour 
wnttano)  and  Rtfrfclc.  a scat. 
ToUas  LleweByn  Oder,  a 
brother  (or  Benedict 
Seymour. 

JUUNCS-fURMEAUX  - On 
March  16th  1990.  to  Jocelyn 
James  and  Charles 
Farneam.  a 
Morgan  Sarah  FHzatteffi. 

JEANS  - A mo  rex-  David  and 
Sally  Me  Bond),  barn  22nd 
March  199s.  in  Jetktoh. 
Saudi  AraMa.  Ryan  James. 
A batty  brother  (tor  Raw  and 


JOSEPH  - Born  6tb  March,  to 
Jane  CnCa  WtntarbottmnO 
and  Joe.  a daughter,  Etna 
Rose,  a date  for  Thomas 


LAWSON  - On  March  lSOu 
to  Sarah  (Me  Ball)  and  Mark, 
a daugiuv.  Anna  Sarah,  a 
stater  tur  wmam. 

UHNEY  - To  Nlgri  and 
Sharon,  a pradom  son. 
Ktsxy  Oecfl.  bare  9th  March 

1995. 

MACMfri  - on  March  IBth 

1996.  u Victoria  (nto  Spratt) 
and  Fiends,  m son.  Louts. 

MARTIN  - On  March  9th.  la 
Jeremy  and  Lynda,  a son. 
Barnaby  John,  a brother  tor 
Thoznos. 

OVENDEM  - on  March  21*. 
to  Elizabeth  (nteWrikon)  and 
David.  a daughter. 
MHeMM  Chaos,  a sisoer  for 
Thomas  and  Olivia. 
SWITZMAH  > On  March  18th 
1996.  to  Victoria  (nto 
PlepeutodO  and  Stephen,  a 
sections  daughter,  Saskta. 
who  bravely  {ought  at  UCH 
for  three  days  u stay  allvo. 
mm*  stater  to  Natasha. 


DEATHS 


BLAM5-MLL  - On  March 
IBth,  suddenly  at  home. 
FMUP  Victor  Bteke*fla 
Phjj„  Nannsnan*.  aged  77, 
brioved  fnnbanq  or 

Marigold.  Service  at  All 
Bolnh  exarch.  East  Sheen 
Avenue.  London  8W1L  on 
Friday  31st  March  at 
2.18ML  followed  by 

cremation  at  Montana. 

Flowm  or  donations  in  Ben 
o l Bowen  to  The  Mustcfans' 
BatwKM  Fund  or  The 
Children  *8  Seciocy  may  be 
sent  to  TJL  Sanders  & Sons. 
44T : Upper  Richmond  Road 
West  East  Sheen.  SW14.  tefc 
(0181)  876-4673. 


DEATHS 


BOWBI  - On  March  J7!h. 

•form  Frederick,  aged  76. 

Beloved  tuBband  or  RUHna 

Florence,  of  Oocdtaeraw. 
Gwent.  formerly  of 
Abergavenny- 

BROOKE  - nfa  QOdea  (DuMtn 
and  Jetsey)  March  21  st 
199S.  at  Oar  Lady's  Hoepfoe. 
DubUn.  Kathleen.  Beloved 
wife  or  the  tale  8tr  mchard 
Brooke,  deeply  regretted  by 
her  fimmy  and  trimde.  RIP. 
Funnel  tomorrow  Friday, 

•Mr  IO  o'clock  Requiem 

Mass  in  St  Mary  and  St 
Peters  Church,  vai  PtetsanL 
SI  KGOer,  to  SI  Savtonrs 
Churchyard. 

COOKE  - Raymond  Ednas'. 
O.B.E-  BSC.  FJLSJL 
FAES.  peacefully,  on 
March  19th  at  Burrawood. 
Graembridpe.  Kent,  aged  TO. 
Beloved  husband  of  Jamie, 
dear  father  of  Aim  and 
Martin,  and  otandfidher  at 
Christian  and  Aicda. 
Founder  or  rCEJ. 
Electronics  MaMetone. 
Funem  Service  at  SI 
Michael's.  Burrawood  on 
Tuesday.  March  28th  at 
IObzti,  toOowed  by 
emushon  at  Tunbridge 
Writs  crematorium.  Flowers 
to  EJL  Htdonotl  & Son.  41 
Grove  MB  Road.  Tunbridge 
WeBs.  (hy  9 anp  or  danstiou 


Mehtetane.  A cetotoeMtsi  of 
his  Dte  and  Khtewements  wtu 
be  annownced  to  Otoe  comae. 

CRUICK8HAIIK  - On  March 
21st  at  home.  Judith  AUne 
(nto  Efflcttt  dearly  toved 
wife  or  Donald  and  mother  of 
CcHa  and  Susan,  and  tovtne 
grandmother.  Funeral 
service  at  SI  John  Baptist 
Church,  btstow.  on  Monday 
March  ZTth  at  2 pm.  Famfly 
Dowers  only,  banattons  If 
wished  to  MM- Africa 

Ministry  and  Scripture 
IMon  c/a  Trapsed  and 
Sbatoiw.  BMeford.  North 
Devon.  “WUh  OnW,  which 
h &r  better". 

DUHOAB  - On  Martit  21st 
peacefully  at  Sutton  Manor, 
viola  Maty,  oldest  daupntar 
of  the  2nd  Marauess  or 
Zetland.  Funeral  Service  az 
Satebary  OwtHdarim  on 
Mcoday  27th  March  at 
4.20m.  Fanny  (towers 
Only.  TTCIni  wtB  be  met: 
enqnMse  to  LN.  Newman 
Lid..  salHfaary.  (017223 

wn  beheld  lata- 


ouwntoo.  bchwed  ntottn-of 

Geoarcy  and  wife  of  the  late 

Harold. 


March  1996.  aged  79  years. 
Funem  « 

Crematorium, 

Lane,  AKtorsham.  on 
Thursday  March  30th  at 
3-30  bdl  DantdKns  in  her 
name  to;  Alritelmms  OtesW 
Society.  Gordon  House.  10 
OrMhcoat  Place.  London 
Stop  I PH. 


DEATHS 


FAfltfAX  - Mancie  EBzabeth 
OBetty)  on  lath  Man*  1996 
beocefidty  at  hmu.  Beloved 
mother  at  Caroline.  Junes 
and  Edward  and  totag 
grandmother  to  hs- 
t and  grail- 
grandchOdren. 


OMBMER  - Peacefully  at 
Crieff  Cottas*  Hospital  on 
Tuesday  March  2 1st  1996. 
David  Mafttand  Gardner 
MJLEJtnflX  TJX. 

M.A.  (cantab).  of  Culdeee- 
MtXBim.  beloved  husband  of 
Barbara,  tovfnp  fMhsr  a t 
Co«n.  Jane  and  Margaret 
and  a much  loved 
arandEriher.  Private 

wmeutmd.  followed  tar 
service  of  amkagMaa  at 
Mutual  Perish  Ctrarch  on 
Monday  March  27ib  at 
ZJKfcati.  to  wtdCb  all  friends 
are  kindly  invited.  Family 
Bowers  only  but  donations, 
in  neu.  may  be  given  at 
Church  tor  Fritaads  of  Crtaff 


GAITER 

Hermann,  med  peacefully  on 
Tuesday  Zist  March  199®. 
to  Henley,  aged  92.  Funeral 
today.  Thursday  23rd  March 
at  the  Saymirdl  Oasatey. 
Hoop  Lane  Golden  Gkreen  at 
2 JO  pm. 


GRANVILLE  - On  21at  March 
1996.  peacefully  at  Holy 
Copse.  Briar,  widow  of  the 
late  LL  CoL  John  Granville 
(Dvhted  & BurihdsamsWw 

LWWtoiOy).  loved  mother 
or  Antony  said  Charim  and 
^atrintoOMr  of  Edward. 
Matilda.  Fetidly.  Richard. 
John  and  James.  Funeral 
Service  at  St  Margaret's 
Church.  MwlNI—.  on 
Wednesday  Match  29th  ai 
3pm.  Family  flowers  only.  If 
desired  dmations  tec  Sue 
Ryder  Home  may  bs  sent  e/o 
AA.  Walker  A San  Ltd..  36 
Eldon  Read.  Rototing. 


HARGBEAVES  - JtaUth 
Anne,  on  March  21st. 
petotehdty  alter  a tong 
mness.  dearly  lowed  wife, 
mother  and  tranilmother. 
Funeral  service  at  St 
Andrews  Church.  Mtofay. 
Saturday  26th  March 
2.30pm.  Thankscilvug 
Scrvlca  st  Mars  Church. 
tewBni  OtxhriOe.  Monday 
27th  March  at  2J»  pm. 


HATCHWEU.  - On  March 
21SL  Mary  Hatohwril  Ctttoi 
Mtinttre).  botored  wifo  of 


and  friend. 

alter  a long  raaess  teartetoty 

fought  Funeral,  family  only, 
at  Broad  Town,  wootton 
Bassett.  U am  Thursday 
March  30th.  Flowws  to  H. 
Matthews.  Matmmbury: 
foBowad  by  a Thanksolvlna 
Service  at  Great  Somerfcrd. 
d 2Jo  pm  the  same  day. 


DEATHS 


HCMBOMAMf  - On  Mwch 

20th.  peaosrtfly  at  ham. 

Manmrct  Aon  HoMpmann. 


Manorial  Meeting  M Friends 
Meeting  House.  Jordan*,  on 
Saturday.  1st  April  at 
2-SOpsn.  PM.  David  and  Jo 
rawest  no  flowers,  pisase. 
Donstioas.  If  dsstrao.  to  the 
bdn  Remtie  Hospice  at  Home 
or  to  the  Marie  Curie  Nutring 
Service. 

LOCKHART  SMITH  - On 
20th  March.  PWtonwna. 
brioved  wife  of  Leslie  and 
devoted  meOwr  of  Met 
J tenth  and  AUstafr.  Fhnend 
Service  at  the  Church  of 
Christ  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
Portioore  Park  Road. 
Weybridoe.  at  io  am  27th 
March.  Flowers  and 
enquiries  to  F.W.  Chtuy  A 
Co..  48  Ehugrove  Road. 
WeyMdge.  tet  (0932) 
84222a 

MABRO  - Robert  Mabro  and 
sgrri  to  announce 

i or  FVsnand  Mabro 

on  14U«  March,  in  a car 

n Riyadh, 
raoetvsd  on 
Sth  and  Sunday 


FtoC  0066  910627. 
McMAHt  SCOTT  - On  March 
21st.  peaceftdly  at  home. 
Guthrie,  aged  88, 

of  Mary 

zus  much  loved 


St  Maryh  Church.  HBrianL 
or.  Bastogstolte.  Hants.,  ri 
2-50  pm  on  Saturday  March 
26th. 

NEALE  - Died  at  Dork  after  a 
loop  Btness  on  21st  March 
1998.  Alan  Dtrrett  K.CJL 
MAE.  Beloved  huaband  o t 
Joan  oM  tamer  of  Math. 
Private  family  cremation. 
FhmBy  flowers  only  but 
nuttaflona  if  desired  to  The 
National  Trod  c/a  J-H. 
Kenyon.  9 Potto  Street. 
Hampstead.  NWS  2PN. 

PREVITE  - Frances.  wKe  of 
the  We  LL  CaL  KenneQi 
Prevtte.  mi  21st  March  1995 
Denoemibr  al  home,  aged  98. 
Private  cremation.  No 
Omm  Oeauhostf  deehed 
to  Qmccr  Relief  MaHimwn 
Find.  Ugh  Bare. 
Lymlngtoit.  Yeovil,  Somerset 
BA22  8EW.  Thanksglvtag 
Service  u St  Grapocy^ 
Church.  MarabuOL  porsat 
on  Monday  3rd  Aprs  at 
2JOnm. 

RAOCUFFE-GOiGE 
Peacefully  on  Rmtdeaf  190i 
March.  Atida.  much  »ved 
wife  ar  the  late  George  and 
sister  or  Joes  Psdro  and 
Rood,  loved  and  fovtog 
mother  of  Sandra,  Ydsnta 
and  Rnperi  graadmuttw  of 
Chortte.  mmwim  and 
Laurence.  Cremation  to  be 
held  - at  Mtagton 
Crematorium.  Road. 

Finchley.  London  N2.  at 
2.30pm  on  Monday  27th 
March.  Family  flowers  trnly 
but  donations  may  be  sent  to 
St  Joseph's  Hospice.  Mare 
Street  London  E8  4SA. 


DEATHS 


BIAHY  - On  March  20th.  vsy 


Rtahy.  my  dear  hnshand  of 
aare.  darling  tamer  of 
Arianne.  Ufa  and  All 
(dctTO).  of  a stroke.  Funeral 
on  25th  March  at  Ftonthm 
Cttferd  at  li  am.  Mnnorial 
Service  later  to  Tehran. 


- On  March  2l« 
1996.  FeOOty  EHxAeth. 
formerly  of  Treanlanr. 
Newport.  Co.  Mayo.  Befoved 
wife  of  Cftartes  Wace 
Roberts,  much  loved  mother 
of  Ttroottey.  Gay.  StiDn  and 
Mrick.  and  tovtng 
gnndmotttor  and  gnwt- 
gnmdmother.  Funeral 
Service  al  AH  Saints  Church. 
Thosiestone.  Devon,  on 
Tnesday  March  38m  at 
2.30pm.  Family  Oowtn 
only,  rttatatiam  In  neu  for 
Cancer  Relief  MacmlBan 
Fund  e/o  J & G Perron. 
Funeral  Director*,  16 


Kbtgdartdge.  Devon  TOT 
1LR* 

ROYALTON-K1SCH 
AUntalr.  on  21st  March  aged 
78.  peacefully  M home. 
Beloved  huaband  of  AUne 
and  rattier  or  Gotten,  cuna 
and  Martin,  and  dear 
“Fatty**  to  Ms  she 
grandchildren.  Funeral 
private. 

SATCHELL  - Margaret  On 
Wednesday  ism  March, 
peacefully  to  her  88th  year. 
Wife  of  the  face  Hugh  aid 
attach  lowed  by  her  eon. 
John.  daughter-in-law. 
Honor,  and  stsur.  TonL 

8BHPSOM  - Peacefully  and 
with  courage  a AbUeen 
Roy*!  mortem,  on  Tuesday 
March  21*  1998.  Josephine. 
(Jo)  of  KUbr,  Mnuuntwr. 
dearly  befoved  wife  of 
Gordon,  very  much  fared 
mother  of  Wendy.  Santo  and 
Christopher,  cherished  stater 
of  Alan.  Service  of 
thanksgiving  wm  be  hdd  in 
St  John's  Qdscopal  Church. 
St  John's  Place.  Aberdeen, 
(off  Own  Street)  on  Friday 
March  24th  « 2 * 
to 


(West  GhaeeQ  for  service  at 


flower*  etOy 
Donation  in  tint  tf 

Church  door  tor  AJLC. 

STUMS  - On  20tti  March 
1990. 

peacefully  lh 
AJ.  Beloved  husband  at 
Amt.  favtog  fatt«r  of 
ntyfllda.  Judy.  David  and 
WOhara.  deer  grandfather  of 
Joseph.  Francis.  Suwim. 

Georgtoa  and  Frflclty' 
Fuaeral  service  private.  A 

Soviet  ornwnnsgrvtag  wm 

fake  place  at  st  MkhasTa 

Church.  Saiwmrpe.  tn  Friday 

April  28ttt  at  2 pm. 
Donations  to  St  mowers 

P.C.C.  Satwarpe  may  be  sod 

to  A.V.  Band.  41  St  Nicholas 

Sheet. 


DEATHS 


TABfiAJri-BmftniE 
Pewit  away  peacefully  on 
18th  March  1996.  Mary 
Constance.  Win  be  sadly 
missed  by  her  tnabc 
daughter,  granddaughter  and 
great-grandson.  Sendee  at 
The  Woodvate  Crematorium. 
Brighton,  on  Wednesday 
29ti>  March  ar  12  noon. 
Flower*  or  donations.  If 
destred.  to  RJ4U.  c/o 
HacuUngtons  F/D.  4/6 
Monteflore  Bond.  Hare,  tat 
101273]  778733. 


ULLSTEM  - On  March  22nd 
1996.  at  home  In  London. 
Leopold  aged  89  years,  dear 
huaband  of  Bobby.  Funeral 
Service  at  Gotten  Green 
Oantalun  on  Friday 
March  24th  ai  UO  pm. 
Ftowan  to  Lewrton  & Sons 
LUL.  212  EvoatmU  Street, 
London  NW1. 

URQUHART  - Suddenly  and 
peuoeftty  to  Edinburgh 
Royal  Infirmary  on  Mouflay 
evening.  Robert  aged  73 
years.  Beloved  husband  of 
Jean  Oder,  rather  of 
Mathew.  Alteon.  Jonathan 

and  Rebecca  and  Brother  of 

Annabel  Maclaod.  Funeral 
Service  to  the  Church  of 
Scotland.  . UOapool.  to  12 
noon  on  Friday  26th. 
Thereafter  at  Pooiewe 
Oimrchyard  to  a pm.  Ftaufiy 

flowers  only. 


WALMSLEY  • On  UDi 
March  1996  to  her  home. 
Lucy  Dtcfesm  aged  1O0 
years.  Dearest  wtt  of  the 
fate  CtepL  George  wabutoey 
and  mother  of  the  rate 
Robert.  Her  funeral  swlce 
takes  place  on  Wednesday 
29th  March  to  toe  Pariah 
Church  of  St  Mary-  Getting 
at  2.15  pm.  followed  by 
cremation  at  The  Wot 
Suffolk  Crematorium.  Rfaby. 
Donations  may  be  sent  for 
The  Red  Poll  Cane  Society 
c/o  L.  Fulcher.  80  Whiting 
Street.  Boy  St  Edmunds. 
Suffolk  0*33  1NX. 


WAN3BO  ROUGH  - On 
March  2m  paaccfidty  at 
home.  EUzabeth.  dear 
moUMT  of  Miriam  and  Jo 
(Henry),  grandmother  of 
Eflztoteto.  Mark.  Harriet 
Toby  and  DanWL  great- 
grandmother or  Samuel. 
Reautom  Mass  at  St  Joaaphte 
Church.  Carterton.  at 
Z^SOom  on  March  25th, 
foBowed  by  burial  at 
a-floQMaa  Puggs.  Garden 
(towets  only  please,  if 
preferred  donation*  to  Royal 

National  tosttoute  bar  tbs 


WELLINGTON  - On  March 

6th.  fame  (PuxvX  widow  of 

Tony  wemaghm  and  much 

loved  mother  and 
grandmother.  Letter*  fa  PO 
box  bi  canarct  m.t. 
78640000  Brian. 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES 


EDWARDS  - The  Manorial 
Service  for  Harry  Edwards 
win  be  bold  In  Clliton  College 
ChapaL  on  Saturday  29m 
April,  m 11  JO  am.  Friends 
tooru  Cambridge.  Carton. 
Queen  EBzabeth’s  Hospital 
and  St  George's  Mtsdc  Trust 
win  be  welcome. 

HOftucfC  - a Memorial 
Service  for  SJr  John  Horilck. 
BL  wm  be  held  at  The 
Guards  ChspeL  Birdcage 
Wblk.  London  SW1  to  12 
poon.  on  Tuesday  March 
28th.  Any  car  partdng 
featured  contact  Rmpmentai 


Guards.  (0171)  414-3262. 

MAJCNAB  - A commemoration 
of  the  Uvea  of  Lady  Norah 
and  9r  Oeotthey  Macneto 
wffl  re  Md  in  All  Satofa 
Church.  Stanford,  Ashford. 
Kent  on  Friday  28th  April  at 
11  SDL. 


MMEMORIAM  — 
PRIVATE 


VAN  LOO  - Margot  (n*r 
Poole).  QJLLMJSLS.  (Hard), 
died  suddrely  to  home.  23rd 
March  1992.  For  neatly  60 
yean  a foyaf  and  tovtng  wife. 
A wonderful  mooter  and  a 
caring  grandmettwr.  There  Is 
a veto  and  continuing  nu 
in  our  Bves.  G. 
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Obituaries 


Peter  Woods,  journalist  and 
television  newsreader,  died 
yesterday  from  cancer  in 
hospital  in  Yeovfl,  Somerset, 
aged  64.  He  was  bom  on 
November  7. 1930. 

WITH  his  deeply-seamed  features, 
bitten-in  smile,  and  the  most  spectac- 
ular bags  under  the  eyes  in  the 
business.  Peter  Woods  was  one  of  the 
most  familar  of  BBC  television 
newsreaders  between  1968  and  1981, 
when  he  left  the  corporation  to  go 
freelance.  He  had  come  to  the  small 
screen  from  newspapers,  having 
been  a distinguished  foreign  corres- 
pondent in  the  1950s.  As  such  he  was 
among  the  first  of  those  presenters 
who  brought  to  television  news  the 
whiff  of  battle  inherent  in  front-line 
journalism.  TTiis  broke  with  a previ- 
ous tradition  which  had  seemed  to 
place  the  emphasis  on  studio  pres- 
ence — immaculate  turnout,  suave 
good  looks  and  carefully  modulated 
accents. 

Ironically.  Wood  was  to  live  to  see 
the  presentation  of  television  news 
retreat  into  a format  which  to  him 
once  more  seemed  to  favour  appear- 
ance rather  than  substance.  On 
these,  as  he  saw  it.  retrograde 
developments  he  delivered  himself  in 
robust  terms,  after  leaving  the  BBC. 

Peter  Holmes  Woods  was  bom  in 
Romford,  Essex,  the  son  of  an 
inspector  of  taxes.  While  he  was  still  a 
child  his  father  was  posted  to  the 
northeast  of  England.  Woods  junior 
was  educated  at  Hull  Grammar 
School  during  the  war.  but  seems  to 
have  been  unimpressed  by  the  fact 
that  he  shared  his  alma  mater  with 
the  celebrated  poet  Andrew  Marvell. 
According  to  legend  (a  legend  in  no 
small  pan  created  by  himself)  he 
devised  a method  of  getting  the 
school  flattened  by  shining  torches 
into  the  night  sky  as  the  bombers  of 
the  Luftwaffe  roared  overhead  on 
their  way  in  to  pound  Hull  docks. 
Fortunately  the  penetrative  powers  of 
the  average  pocket  torch  fell  woefully 
shon  of  achieving  his  somewhat 
farfetched  objective.  The  historic 


PETER  WOODS 


* a. 


grammar  school  received  not  one 
bomb. 

After  leaving  school  Woods  started 
in  journalism  on  local  newspapers,  in 
Bfyth  and  South  Shields.  From  there 
he  went  to  the  Yorkshire  Post. 
National  Service  followed,  during 
which  he  was  commissioned  into  the 
Royal  Horse  Guards. 

Afterwards  Woods  went  to  the 
London  office  of  the  Yorkshire  Post 
and  from  there,  via  the  London 
evening  paper  The  Star  and  the 
Daily  Mail,  arrived  on  the  Daily 
Mirror  where  he  was  to  spend  sever- 
al productive  years. 

Working  mainly  as  a foreign  cor- 
respondent. he  had  nine  months  in 
Cyprus  in  1956.  covering  the  height  of 


ign.  When,  in  November  of  that  year, 
the  Anglo-French  force  staged  its 
invasion  of  the  Suez  Canal  Zone  he 
persuaded  the  British  military  au- 
thorities to  let  him  jump  into  Fori 
Said  with  the  3rd  Battalion.  The 
Parachute  Regiment,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  he  had  never 
parachuted  before. 

On  the  way  to  the  dropping  point, 
with  heavy  Egyptian  flak  hosing 
skywards,  he  confided  this  small 
oversight  in  his  preparations  to  the 
sergeant  next  in  line  to  him  in  the 
slide  The  soldier  assured  him  that 
since  training  jumps  caused  as  many 
injuries  as  the  real  thing,  he  stood  as 
much  chance  of  getting  to  the  ground 
in  one  piece  as  any  of  them  — if  he 


were  not  riddled  by  Egyptian  anti- 
aircraft fire  first. 

For  the  next  72  hours,  as  the  only 
journalist  up  among  the  action. 
Woods  scribbled  his  dispatches  and 
handed  them  to  helicopter  pilots  who 
were  flying  out  casualties  to  die 
aircraft  carrier  Eagle,  offshore.  These 
exclusive  first-hand  accounts  of  the 
battle  were  pooled  and  appeared  in 
newspapers  all  over  the  world. 

This  was  an  enormous  coup  for  the 
Mirror  and  as  its  author  Woods 
seemd  to  have  an  assured  career  with 
the  paper.  Cedi  King  was  so  pleased 
with  him  that  be  awarded  him  a 
£2,000  bonus,  a very  hefty  sum  in 
those  days.  But,  whether  through 
jealousy  or  ignorance,  die  repeated 
whisper  that  Woods  might  have 
jeopardised  lives  at  Suez  by  not 
revealing  his  ignorance  of  the  basics 
of  parachuting,  blocked  further  dra- 
matic promotion. 

In  1959  he  joined  the  BBC  as  a 
foreign  reporter,  covering  the  Algeri- 
an Civil  War,  the  Cuban  missile 
crisis  and  the  building  of  the  Berlin 
wall.  In  1964  he  moved  to  ITN  where 
as  the  first  head  of  its  newly- 
established  New  York  bureau  he 
followed  Martin  Luther  King  on  his 
dvil  rights  marches  and  covered  a 
multitude  of  other  stories  ranging 
from  satellite  launches  to  presiden- 
tial elections. 

In  1967  he  rejoined  the  BBC  and 
soon  found  himself  covering  the  Six- 
Day  War  in  Israel  in  that  year  and 
the  final  British  withdrawal  from 
Aden.  In  1968  he  became  the  first 
journalist  to  present  the  half-hour 
BBC2  news  programme  Newsroom 
before  moving  two  years  later  to  the 
BBCI  flagship  the  Nine  O'clock 
News. 

For  the  next  thirteen  years  he 
became  known  as  a colourful  and 
hi  ghly-professional  colleague  within 
the  BBC  as  well  as  having  a 
considerable  following  on  the  viewer 
side  of  the  screen,  particularly  among 
women  who  adored  his  craggy, 
unreconstructed  looks.  Unlike  the 
generation  of  men  who  had  been 
newsreaders  from  day  one  of  their 


careers,  he  projected  the  frenetic 
atmosphere  in  which  news  is  gath- 
ered into  the  nation's  sitting  rooms. 
Yet  he  could  also  be  a very  relaxing 
interviewer  of  the  nervous.  In  1976  tie 
made  headlines  himself  when  he 
stumbled  his  way  through  a news 
bulletin  and  had  to  be  faded  out 
After  the  BBC  switchboard  was 
jammed  with  telephone  calls  from 
viewers  the  BBC  issued_a  statement 
that  Woods  was  suffering  from  an 
excess  of  medication  he  had  been 
taking  to  combat  chronic  sinus 
trouble. 

Woods  left  the  BBC  in  1981  to  make 
freelance  documentary  and  enter- 
tainment programmes.  The  truth 
was  that  television  was  beginning  to 
prefer  prettier  frontage  for  its  news 
programmes  — including,  of  course, 
many  exceptionally  scenic  women  — 
and  the  day  of  the  battle-scarred 
newshound  in  the  studio  was  largely 
done. 

Woods's  own  scything  analysis  of 
the  way  television  news  presentation 
had  gone,  delivered  in  1987,  may  not 
have  seen  politically  correct:  “I  never 
feel  that  women  have  the  same 
authority  as  men,**  he  said  “Angela 
Rippon  was  the  first  and  it  was  quite 
dear  that  women  were  watching  for 
the  wrong  reasons  — to  see  if  she  had 
a new  hair-do.  or  if  her  beads 
matched.'* 

Bui  aspects  of  it  undoubtedly 
struck  home:  “The  BBC  used  to  be  the 
envy  of  the  world's  news  servioes.  but 
has  fallen  into  the  trap  of  going  for 
glamour  with  no  depth.  There  are 
first-class  correspondents  out  there 
flogging  themselves  to  death  around 
the  world,  but  because  of  the  presen- 
tation it's  just  become  showbusm- 
ess.” 

Woods  settled  at  an  Elizabethan 
farmhouse  at  Montacute  in  Somer- 
set. where,  for  the  last  eighteen 
months,  he  had  fought  a courageous 
battle  against  cancer.  His  first  mar- 
riage, in  1953  to  Kathleen  Smith,  was 
dissolved  in  1975.  He  married,  sec- 
ondly, in  1977  Esma  Steer  and  is 
survived  by  her  and  by  the  son  and 
daughter  of  his  first  marriage. 


HARRY  GABB 


Harry  Gabb,  cathedral 
organist,  died  on  March 
16  aged  85.  He  was  born 
on  April  5, 1909.  - 

HARRY  GABB  was  the  or- 
ganist to  the  Queen  from  the 
time  of  her  Coronation,  at 
which  he  played,  in  1953  until 
his  retirement  in  1974,  holding 
the  title  of  Organist.  Choir- 
master and  Composer  at  the 
Chapels  Royal  in  St  James’s 
Palace,  concurrently  with  that 
of  sub-organist  at  St  Paul's 
CaihedraL 

His  predecessors  in  the  post 
at  the  Chapels  Royal,  which 
was  created  in  1495.  included 
Thomas  Tallis.  William  Byrd, 
Orlando  Gibbons.  Purcell  and 
Handel. 

As  such,  Gabb  was  required 
to  play  at  many  state  occa- 
sions. including  the  state 
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funeral  of  Sir  Winston  Chur- 
chill at  St  Paul’s  in  1965  and 
several  royal  weddings.  He 
supplied  the  programme  of 
Badu  Purcell  and  Wiliam 
Harris  at  the  wedding  of- 
Princess  Margaret  in  1960, 
and  Bach,  Handel  and  - 
Brahms  at  that  of  Prino&s 
Anne  in  1973,  both  at  West- 
minster Abbey.  At  the  Corona- 
tion, Gabb  was  one  of -several 
organists  chosen  to  play.  ■ 

Gabb  was  an  unrepentant 
traditionalist  in  his  musical 
taste.  Like  most  organists,  his 
favourite  composer  was  Bach 
and  he  disapproved  of  com- ; 
posers  who  introduced  a mod- 
ern beat  to  church  music  His 
favourite  hymns  were  Jesu. 
The  Very  Thought  of  Thee  and 
AU  My  Hope  on  God  is 
Founded,  written  by  Herbert 
Howells  who  had  taught 
Gabb  composition  as  a stu- 
dent He  was  a humorous 
man.  and  he  always  had  a 
large  pile  of  boiled  sweets 
beside  him  at  the  keyboard. 

The  huge  Willis  Organ  — a 
massive  instrument  with  five 
manuals  and  32  ft  pipes  — ■ of 
St  Paul's  Cathedral  was  his 
chief  pride  for  many  years. 
Some  pipes  were  positioned  in 
the  dome,  some  in  the  choir 
and  some  at  the  altar,  and  as  a 
result  great  technical  skill  was 
required  to  coordinate  notes 
which  might  encounter  a 
slight  delay  to  sound  after  a 
key  had  been  pressed.  A friend 
commented  of  his  brilliance  at 
the  Willis  Organ:  “He  could 
make  it  sing,  make  it  laugh, 
make  it  serious,  make  it 
grieve,  make  it  thunder,  make 
it  whisper."  He  could  stir  the 
blood  of  the  congregation  with 
the  most  humble  piece  of 
church  music  . 

William  Harry  Gabb  was 
bom  in  Ilford.  Essex,  the  son 
of  two  musicians.  He  was 
educated  locally  and  from 
childhood  all  he  ever  wanted 
to  do  was  play  the  organ.  He 
wort  on  to  the  Royal  College  of 
Music  where  he  won  the 
Kenneth  Bruce  Stewart  prize 
for  organ  playing  and  the 
George  Carter  Scholarship  for 
Organ  and  Composition.  He 
gained  his  ARCO  in  1928  and 
his  FRCO  in  1930. 


After  working  as  an  organ- 
ist and  choirmaster  at  various 
country  and  London  churches. 
. Gabb  was  given . his  first 
cathedral  appointment  as  sub- 
organist  at  Exeter  .Cathedral. 
He  became  organist  and  mas- 
ter of  the  choristers  at  Llandafl 
' Cathedral  in  1937.  a building 
which  he  saw  bombed  early  in 
. the  war  (the  roof  was  not 
replaced  for  many  years).  He 
spent  his  war  years  with  the 
Royal  Armoured  Corps  as 
part  of  the  Eighth  Army  in 
Egypt  and  played  the  organ 
in  Cairo  Cathedral. 

He  returned  to  Ll'andaff  in 
1946  and  later  that  year  was 
appointed  sub-organist  of  St 
Paul’s  Cathedral  and  in  1953 
took  on  the  post  at  the  Chapels 
Royal.  For  years  he  led  the 
Chapel  Royal  choristers  to  the 
Cenotaph  for  the  Remem- 
brance Day  service.  He  was  a 
punctual  man.  demanding  the 
same  professional  standards 
from  the  choristers,  and  he 
would  rise  at  430am  to  put  in 
his  habitual  two  hours  of 
practice  at  St  Paul's  before  the 
rest  of  London  was  awake. 

He  was  also  an  inspiring 
teacher,  being  Professor  of 
Organ-playing  at  Trinity  Coll- 
ege of  Music,  London.  His 
pupils  included  the  Duchess  of 
Kent  and  Martin  Neary,  for- 
merly one  of  Gabb’s  choristers 
and  now  the  organist  at  West- 
minster Abbey. 

He  gave  recitals  all  over  the 
country,  specialising  in  open- 
ing new  and  rebuilt  organs. 
One  of  these,  in  1973.  was  at 
file  Norman  church  of  St 
Lawrence,  in  the  village  of 
Chobham.  Surrey. 

Though  the  organ  was  noth- 
ing out  of  the  ordinary  for  a 
village  church,  it  was  an 
enjoyable  experience  and  after 
his  retirement  from  the  Royal 
Household  in  1974  the  vicar  of 
St  Lawrence  suggested  Gabb 
should  come  to  live  there, 
which  be  did.  He  continued  to 
play  the  organ  until  only  two 
years  ago.  Bving  next  door  to 
the  vicarage  in  the  former 
curate’s  cottage. 

His  wife  Helen,  also  a 
musician  who  had  taught  at 
Benenden,  died  last  autumn, 
and  he  leaves  his  son. 


ROBERT  URQUHART 


Urquhart  as  the  wing  commander  in  Pathfinders 


Robert  Urqufaart,  actor, 
died  on  March  20  aged 
73.  He  was  bom  on 
October  16, 1921. 

ROBERT  URQUHART  was  a 
Scottish  character  actor  who 
played  servicemen  in  a series 
of  war  films  of  the  1950s  and 
1960s.  Dunkirk.  Mosquito 
Squadron,  Foxhole  in  Cairo 
and  Morning  Departure 
among  them. 

He  rounded  these  off  with  a 
starring  role  in  a television 
series  Pathfinders  (1972).  This 
told  the  story  of  the  Pathfinder 
Force,  which  flew  ahead  of  the 
main  bomber  force  and 
marked  industrial  targets  in 
Germany  with  coloured 
flares.  Urquhart  played  Wing 
Commander  McPherson,  in 
one  of  the  few  roles  which 
allowed  him  to  be  Scottish. 

But  despite  the  stiff-upper- 
lip.  serviceman  tag  with  which 
he  was  most  often  labelled. 
Urquhart  really  excelled  — 
particularly  on  the  smaller 
stage  of  television  drama  — at 
playing  life's  heroic  failures 
and  mildly  disreputable, 
smalltime  villains.  These 
called  for  a quality  which 
Urquhart  liked  to  joke  was 
part  of  his  Celtic  heritage:  “I 
believe  that  we  Celts  were  an 
experiment  in  nature  that 
failed.  Gloom  and  a thirst  for 
tragedy  is  second  nature  to  all 
of  us". 

His  Highland  upbringing 
remained  hugely  important  to 
him  and  for  the  past  twenty 
years,  he  combined  acting 
with  running  a rambling  hotel 
and  arts  centre,  “Ceilidh 
Place",  in  Ullapool.  Ur- 
quhart invited  local  artists  to 
read,  sing,  dance  and  perform. 

He  was  bom  Robert  Alistair 
Madennan  Urquhart  in 
Ullapool,  but  was  always 
known  locally  as  Bobby-  The 
village  had  grown  up  in  the 
18th  century  as  a herring 
fishing  station,  but  a local 
tweed  mill  also  flourished  and 
the  place  was  full  of  fishermen 
and  tailors.  By  the  time  of 
Urquhart ”5  birth,  education 
was  seen  as  the  only  means  of 
escaping  local  poverty  and 
Urquharrs  was  a typically 
cultured  and  well-read  family, 
with  one  of  his  uncles  going  on 
to  be  an  Oxford  dan. 

He  was  educated  at ' 
Heriors  School 
before  following  his  father  into 
the  Merchant  Navy.  He  had  a 
harrowing  time  during  the 
Second  World  War,  being 
torpedoed  three  times  in  the 
Mediterranean.  On  the  last 
occasion,  he  was  one  of  only 
nine  men  who  survived  out  of 
65  young  seamen.  He  did  not 
emerge  from  the  experience 
unscathed,  however,  and  his 
left  arm,  scarred  by  a row  of 
stitches  stretching  from  his 
wrist  to  his  elbow,  remained 
permanently  disabled.  This  he 
managed  to  disguise  in  his 
acting  roles. 

He  was  invalided  out  for  the 
rest  of  the  war  and  found  his 


next  job  as  a stevedore  in 
Glasgow  docks.  In  his  lodg- 
ings. he  made  friends  with  a 
group  of  local  amateur  thespi- 
ans  and  decided  to  audition 
for  a production  himself! 
From  Glasgow's  Park  The- 
atre, where  he  was  a contem- 
porary of  Gordon  Jackson,  he 
gained  one  of  Alexander 
Korda's  scholarships  for  dis- 
abled servicemen  to  RADA 
Seasons  in  various  repertory 
companies,  and  at  Stratford  in 
1947.  were  followed  by  a part 
in  Alec  Guinness's  ill-fated 
Hamlet  at  the  New  Theatre  in 
1951. 

The  following  year  Ur- 
quhart made  his  film  debut  in 
you're  Only  Young  Twice,  a 
comedy  about  a Scottish  univ- 
ersity. There  followed  support- 
ing roles  as  Gawain  in 
Knights  of  The  Round  Table 
(1953),  a spectacular  block- 
buster retelling  of  the  Arthuri- 
an legends:  The  Curse  of 
Frankenstein  (1957).  the  film 
which  really  launched  Ham- 
mer Studios  on  its  gruesome 
careen  and  Dunkirk  (1958),  a 
sober  approach  with  interest- 
ing performances  from  Ur- 
quhart. John  Mills  and 
Richard  Attenborough. 

Of  his  comedies.  Murder  at 
the  Gallop  (1963),  an  Agatha 
Christie  adaptation  with  Rob- 
ert Morley  and  Margaret 
Rutherford  was  probably  the 
best.  More  recently,  he  ap- 
peared  in  The  Kitchen  Toto 
(1987).  set  in  Kenya  during  the 
Mau-Mau  rebellion,  as  a bull- 
ish Englishman. 

On  television,  a medium  to  - 
which  his  understated  style  of 
acting  and  boyish  features 
were  particularly  well  suited, 
he  gave  one  of  his  best 
performances  in  Arthur 
Hopcraft's  The  Reporters 
(1971).  as  the  drink-sodden 
journalist  Vic,  who  joins  a 
provincial  newspaper  in  order 
to  escape  the  pressures  of  Fleet 
Street  There  was  also  The 
Queen’s  Arms,  in  which  he 
played  a jingoistic  publican, 
'and  Playing  Away,  in  which  he 
played  a wise  old  countryman 
who  fries  to  persuade  the 
village  cricket  team  to  behave 
well  towards  a visiting  blade 
team  from  Brixton.  In  1993  he 
co-starred  in  John  McGrath'S 
The  Long  Roads,  a Screen  2 
production. 

His  success  in  Pathfinders 
was  followed  by  another  se- 
ries. The  Amazing  Mr 
Goodall  (1974),  in  which  he 
played  a retired  MI5  agent  on 
constant  call  to  Whitehall.  His 
theatre  work  included  roles  in 
Shaughraun  at  the  National 
in  1988  andJe/t*i/t's.Eflrat  the 
Royal  Court. 

He  married  die  actress  Zena 
Walker  in  1956.  That  marriage 
was  dissolved,  and  he  mar- 
ried, secondly,  in  1976,  Jean 
Elder.  She  survives  him,  to- 
gether with  a daughter  from 
the  first  marriage  and  a son 
and  daughter  from  the  second 
marriage.  A son  from  the  first 
marriage  predeceased  him. 


RUN  ON  A PENNY  BANK. 

The  Westminster  branch  of  the  National 
Penny  Bank  in  Victoria-street,  Westminster, 
was  the  scene  of  considerable  excitement 
yesterday  in  consequence  of  a run  an  it.  tbe 
result  of  an  unfounded  rumour  that  the  bank 
was  to  be  dosed.  The  first  symptom  of  a panic 
was  experienced  cm  Wednesday,  when  the 
depositors  presented  themselves  in  large 
numbers  to  withdraw  their  investments.  The 
resources  of  the  bank  at  the  time  were  very 
small  but.  notwithstanding,  the  derks  were 
engaged  in  paying  our  investments  until  11 
p.m..  when,  having  applied  to  the  Bank  of 
England  without  avail,  the  depositors  were 

informed  that  their  demands  would  be  mei 
when  the  offices  opened  at  9 odock  yesterday 
morning.  So  unexpected  and  heavy  was  the 
business  transacted  on  Wednesday  that  the 
derks  were  engaged  until  2 a dock  yesterday 
morning  in  ledgering  the  withdrawals.  This, 
however,  did  not  prevent  Mr.  Bartley.  M-P-. 
the  managing  member  of  tbe  committee,  and 
his  staff  from  fulfilling  their  promise  to  the 
depositors,  and  accordingly,  when  the  bank 
opened  at  9 o'clock,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
obtain  the  assistance  of  several  constables  to 
regulate  the  crowd  of  anxious  persons  who 
were  thronging  the  place.  Mr.  Bartley  had 
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Penny  banks  were  established  in  about 
1850  and  ten  years  later  numbered  over 
200.  The  National  Penny  Bank  had  13 
branches  in  London,  most  open  until 
9pm. 

obtained  early  in  the  morning  a very 
considerable  quantity  of  money  bran  die 
Bank  of  England,  and  when  the  offices,  which 
are  by  no  means  extensive  as  far  as  the  public 
department  is  concerned,  were  thrown  open. 
Mr.  Bartley,  to  whom  the  bank  owes  hs 
origin,  was  prepared  with  £15.000  to  satisfy 
the  claims,  in  addition  to  £30,000  held  in 
reserve  at  the  office  and  £100.000  at  the  Bank 
of  England,  which  could  be  fetched  at  any 
moment  necessity  might  require.  A system 
was  arranged  by  which  the  depositors  entered 

by  the  door  in  Vicioriwtreer  and  passed  out 
through  a door  in  StnmoD-ground.  The 


counter,  a square  box-like  arrangement  which 
would  comfortably  accommodate  four  derks. 
but  which  was  occupied  tty  ten.  was  soon 
besieged  by  the  investors,  whose  accounts 
were  speedily  sealed  by  the  derks.  who 
worked  through  the  day  without  intermission. 

Prominent  among  the  statements  which  led 
to  the  run  was  one  to  the  effect  that  the  Duke 
of  Westminster,  in  consequence  of  one  of  his 
racehorses  losing  a race,  had  lost  a fortune.  As 
a matter  of  fact,  the  Duke,  although  he  breeds 
and  runs  racehorses,  never  bets;  but  neverthe- 
less such  was  the  statement  given  to  Mr. 
Banky  by  a poor  woman  who  withdrew  £5 
yesterday,  and  who  attributed  the  withdraw- 
als by  the  poorer  depositors  to  this  rumour.  As 
the  evening  advanced  it  was  found  absolutely 
necessary  to  -refuse  deposits,  the  crush  for 
withdrawals  becoming  so  great  The  depos- 
itors Dumber  about  70.000  and  the  deposits 
amount  to  about  £483,000,  while  the  excess  of 
assets  bqrond  every  liability  to  the  depositors 
is  computed-  at  nearly  £20.000.  As  an 
illustration  of  the  number  of  very  poor 
depositors  it  may  be  stated  that  22J89  out  of 
the  70,000  depositors  have  less  than  one 
shilling  invested,  while  on  the  other  hand 
there  are  some  depositors  who  have  as  much 
as  £600  and  £800  intrusted  to  the  care  of  the 
National  Fenny  Bank. 
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Blair  battles  for  middle  class  vote 


■ Tony  Blair  intensified  his  campaign  to  win  over  the  middle 
classes  last  night  with  a pledge  io  tackle  crime,  vandalism, 
truancy  and  drug  abuse  by  emphasising  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  every  citizen. 

A Labour  government  would  not  hesitate  to  evict  antisocial 
council  tenants  and  prosecute  parents  of  persistent  truants,  he 
said Pages  L 9, 16, 17 

Minister  meets  loyalist  leaders 

■ The  Ulster  peace  process  was  on  the  verge  of  a breakthrough 

as  Sinn  Fein  predicted  it  could  be  holding  talks  with  a British 
minister  within  days.  The  claim  by  Martin  McGuinness  that 
discussions  could  come  as  early  as  tomorrow  was  made  after  a 
minister  met  loyalist  politicians  with  Protestant  paramilitary 
links  for  the  first  time  since  the  ceasefires..- Page  i 

Hurley  returns  Japan  raids 

Elizabeth  Hurley,  the  actress  and  Police  raids  on  Aum  Shinrikyo. 
model,  was  mobbed  by  camera-  the  cult  implicated  in  the  poison 
men  when  she  returned  to  Britain  gas  attack  on  Tokyo's  subway, 
for  the  trial  of  four  girls  accused  raised  questions  about  how  much 
of  robbing  her Page  1 the  authorities  knew  in  advance 

Vestey  receivership  — Pagtio 

I Ininn  Intomafirmol  a niltar  nf  Queen  in  Africa 
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preview:  The  unlikely  alliance  be- 
tween America  and  its  .future  en- 
emy. Ho  Chi  Minh.  is  explored  in 
Timewatch:  Unde  Ho  and  Unde 
Sam  (BBC2,  9.30pm).  Renew: 
peter  Barnard  looks  at  BBC2* 
weekend  retreaters  and  finds  than 
a curious  bunch — . — Page  39 
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Hurley  returns 

Elizabeth  Hurley,  the  actress  and 
model,  was  mobbed  by  camera- 
men when  she  returned  to  Britain 
for  the  trial  of  four  girls  accused 
of  robbing  her Page  1 

Vestey  receivership 

Union  International,  a pillar  of 
the  wealthy  Vestey  family's  busi- 
ness empire,  crashed  into  receiv- 
ership at  the  end  of  a three-year 
battle.  Union  controls  Dewhurst 
the  butchers Pages  1, 23, 25 

Labour  leads 

Labour  has  consolidated  its  large 
opinion  poll  lead  over  the  Tories 
as  Kenneth  Clarke  scorned  Tony 
Blair's  talk  about  a snap  election 
this  year  called  by  a new  Tory 
leader — Pages  2, 9. 16. 17 

£2m  trial  collapses 

MPs  urged  an  inquiry  after  a six- 
month  fraud  trial  at  Newport, 
Gwent,  costing  an  estimated 
E2  million  collapsed  when  the 
judge  ruled  that  the  evidence  was 
too  difficult  for  the  jury  to 
understand  — —Page  3 

Sex  case  lost 

A woman  who  d aimed  she  was 
sacked  by  Abbey  National  after 
refusing  an  invitation  to  an  execu- 
tive's hotel  room  lost  her  sex- 
discrimination  case Page  3 

Hounding  'absurd* 

Kenneth  Clarke,  the  Chancellor, 
said  that  Rupert  Pennant-Rea's 
hounding  from  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land was  absurd ..  Pages  5. 16. 17 
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Blair  on  guard  ; 

Tony  Blair  is  dancing  a delicate 
gavotte.  With  one  step  he  is  tijing. 
to  play  to  four  different  partners: , 
his  party,  his  shadow  cabfrtetcol-- 
leagues.  Conservative  MPs.  and 
the  press Page  n 

To  rebuild  Rwanda  . 


Spring  arrives  in  St  James's  Park,  central  London,  and.  as  always,  a young  man's  fancy  lightly  turns  to  thoughts  of  love 


The  Queen  visited  the  Eastern 
Cape,  South  Africa's  second  poor- 
est province,  where  she  was  greet- 
ed by  bare-breasted  dancers  and 
by  a crowd  approaching  100.000 
onlookers Page  12 

Minister  resigns 

Frank  Vandenbroucke.  the  Bel- 
gian Foreign  Minister  and  Depu- 
ty Prime  Minister,  who  is  em- 
broiled in  a corruption  scandal, 
has  resigned.  He  is  succeeded  as 
Foreign  Minister  by  Eric 
Derycke Page  13 

Diet  puzzle 

Today’s  pre-school  children  are 
taller  and  heavier  than  those  of  25 
years  ago.  despite  a diet  that  foils 
well  short  of  the  Government's 
recommendations Page  6 

Church  criticised 

John  Gummer.  the  Environment 
Secretary,  has  criticised  the 
Church  of  England  for  neglecting 
its  spiritual  mission  to  the  inner 
cities  Page  7 

Turkish  attack 

Turkish  forces  pounded  suspect- 
ed separatist  Kurdish  guerrilla 
bases  deep  inside  northern  Iraq 
for  a third  day Page  11 


Midland:  Midland  Bank  said  1,745 
jobs  will  be  axed  as  part  of  a shake- 
up  of  regional  business  banking 
centres..-. Page  21 

Bank  of  England:  The  Bank  of 
England's  3500  staff  are  to  be  told 
of  a major  overhaul  of  the  Bank's 

personnel  operations Page  21 

Economy:  The  timing  of  the  deci- 
sion to  raise  interest  rates  last 
month  was  determined  by  the  fra- 
gility of  the  financial  markets,  ac- 
cording to  minutes  of  a meeting 
between  the  Chancellor  and  the 
Bank  Governor Page  21 

Markets:  The  FT-SE 100  Index  rose 
4.7  points  to  dose  at  3139.7.  Ster- 
ling's index  fell  from  852  to  85.1 
after  a foil  from  DM22459  to 
DM22335.  The  dollar  was  un- 
changed at  $15880 Page  24 


Football:  Gordon  Strachan.  the  for- 
mer Scotland  and  Leeds  United 
midfield  player,  joined  Coventry 
City  as  assistant  manager  to  Ron 
Atkinson — . Page  40 


Motor  racing:  For  many  of  the 
teams  in  the  Formula  One  champ- 
ionship the  seemingly  glamorous 
world  provides  a dour  struggle  for 
financial  survival Page  36 


Homosexual  clergy:  “We  were 
outed  once — in  The  Sun,”  remarks 
the  Rev  Christopher  Wardale. 
“Only  we  were  so  boring  we  rally 
made  page  II."  Libby  Purves  on  an 
average  gay  vicar — Page  14 


Tennis:  By  reaching  the  last  eight 
of  the  Upton  championships  Pete 
Sampras  has  ensured  be  will  re- 
main the  world’s  No  l-ranked  play- 
er for  the  100th  week Page  38 


BOOKS 


Racing:  The  Tote’S  record  jackpot 
pool  at  Exeter  was  won  after  a 
series  of  short-priced  winners.  A 
rush  of  bets  pushed  the  total  prize- 
money  over  £2  million Page  35 


Victims'  relations  berate  rail  killer 


■The  convicted  Long  Island  railway  killer.  Colin  Ferguson, 
was  berated  in  a New  York  court  by  survivors  and  relations  of 
his  victims  in  an  emotional  finale  to  one  of  the  most  bizarre 
cases  in  American  legal  history.  Ferguson  was  convicted  last 
month  of  killing  six  people  and  wounding  19  when  he  opened 
fire  in  a crowded  commuter  train Page  13 


IN  THE  TIMES 


■ BLITHE  SPIRITS 
Could  Che  Boo 
Radleys  be  the  Beatles 
reincarnated?  David 
Sinclair  reports 


■ PLUS... 

The  Valerie  Grove 
interview,  the  Bernard 
Levin  column  and 
Caitiin  Moran 
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Fc r Hie  Meat  region  by  region  forecast.  34  hows  a 
day.  drat  0881  500  taUowad  by  Ihe  appropriate 
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□ General:  England  and  Wales 
should  be  dry  for  the  most  part  with 
sunny  or  dear  periods  and  it  will  turn 
out  warmer  than  yesterday.  However, 
northern  and  western  counties  will 
become  increasingly  doudy  and 
unsettled. 

Rain  in  Scotland  and  Northern 
Ireland  win  spread  steadily  south. 
Brighter  weather  with  showers  will 
follow  the  rain  to  all  areas  except  the 
border  counties.  In  general  it  will  be 
milder  than  yesterday. 

□ London,  Central  S,  Central  N, 
SE,  SW,  E England,  E Anglia,  E,  W 
Midlands,  Channel  Isles:  dry  with, 
sunny  or  dear  periods.  Wind  southerly 
light  Max  14C  (57F). 

□ Wales,  NW  England:  dry  sunny 
spells,  cfoudy  later.  Wind  south- 
westerly moderate.  Max  14C  (57F). 

□ Lake  District,  Isle  of  Man,  NE 
England,  Borders,  SW  Scotland: 
dry  with  sunny  ritervals,  cloudy  with 


patchy  drizzle  later  in  the  afternoon. 
Wind  southwesterly  moderate.  Max 
IX  (54F). 

□ Edinburgh  & Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Central  High- 


lands, Moray  Firth,  Argyll,  N Ire- 
land: a cloudy  start  with  showers. 


some  persistent  Clearer  and  mainly 
dry  later.  Wind  southwesterly  mod- 


dry  later.  Wind  southwesterly  mod- 
erate. Max  12C  (54F). 

□ NE,  NW  Scotland,  Orkney,  Shet- 
land: cloudy  with  showers  at  times, 
some  heavy.  Becoming  brighter  with 
showers  as  the  day  progresses.  Wind, 
southwest  fresh,  decreasing  light  for  a 
time.  Max  90  (48F). 

□ Outlook:  further  rain  in  the  north 
spreading  gradually  south  will  be 
followed  by  a dearer,  cooler  and 
showery  spell.  However,  further  inter- 
mittent rafo  is  expected  to  return  to  the 
west  and  north  on  Saturday.  Showers 
in  some  areas  will  be  heavy  and 
persistent. 


Hollywood  hit  Even  on  film.  Nigel 
Hawthorne  still  dazzles  and  domi- 
nates in  The  Madness  of  King 
George;  no  wonder  he  has  been 
nominated  for  an  Oscar.  Geoff 
Brown  on  the  week’s  best  cinema 
releases Page  30 


The  new  Rwandan  Gflyenuaeat 
requires  basic  material  arultechnj- .. 
cal  assistance:  its  needs  must  be- 
met  if  thecountry.is  ever  to  rebuild 
itself .—  Page  17 

Fragile  monuments 

The  decapitation^  Hairy  Moore 
and  David  .Mari)  sculptures  in 
Scotland  is  very  murettting  for  rea- 
sons which,  are  not  simply  ■ 
aesthetic — ..-..vPagen.; 


Swart  news:  Diabetic  patients  can 
increase  their  chance  of  a long  and 
healthy  life  by  adjusting  their  insu- 
lin injections  to  give  near-normal 
blood  glucose  levels,  reports  Dr 
Trisha  Greenhalgb Page  15 


Arden  Shakespeare:  Derwent 
May  finds  that  the  new.  third,  edi- 
tion of  the  Bard  can  hardly  be 
bettered  as  foundation  stones  for  a 
culture Page  32 


On  show:  Sandra  Bank’s  painting 
belongs  to  international  modern- 
ism, yet  South  Africa  still  seems  to 
be  at  the  root  of  her  work,  now  cm 
show  in  London Page  30 

Barnard  on  radio:  Consumer  pro- 
grammes have  been  a growth  area 
in  radio  over  the  past  ten  years, 
spearheaded  by  the  BBC  and,  in 
particular,  by  Radio  4.  writes  Peter 
Barnard Page  30 

Unwelcome  visitor  DOyly  Carte’s 
new  Die  Fledermous  arrives  at 
Sadler's  Wells  in  London,  but.  says 
Rodney  Milnes.  it  is  a production 
reduced  to  a sitcom Page  31 


WILLIAM  REES-MOGG  ::/ 

The  BBC  has  the  odd.  belief  thar  l 
am  an  authority  oh  bonking;  and 


Tokyo’s  55  million  commuters  are 
frightened  after  Monday’s  coord- 
inated attacks  on  three  Tokyo  sub- 
way tines  with  the  nerve  gas  sarin. 
The  vulnerability  of  urban  life  to 
terrorist  disruption  has  beat  chill- 
ingly exposed 

— The  New  York  Times 
Before  the  Tokyo  subway  attack 
there  were  three  incidents  where 
sarin  had  been  positively  identi- 
fied. It  is  natural  to  wonder  if  the 
Japanese  authorities  have  been  tell- 
ing less  than  they  know 

— The  Wall  Street  Journal 


PETER  RIDDELL  - 

Mr  Heseltine  is  somone  who 
makes  the  political wealheh  tbe 
belief  that,  with  a Bide  of  his  mane, 
Mr  Heseltine  could  revive' Tray, 
fortunes  is  the  hope  of  many  dis- 
gruntled Tories  and  the  Opposi- 
tion's fear — ! ... — .-"-.PageHL 

ALAN  COREN  r • :':>vv 
There  is  a proposaUfiee.fora  Jeg^l 
limit  on  noise'  of  35^tiecibels  at  a- 
distance  of  20  metres,  ^ove  whjdh. 
the  local  authority  woohkhe  em- 
powered to  send  a lag 
blokes  round  tfr ! -take  .jybii  ^ 
Parkhurst  — but  arid:  het&rijna^ 
the  critical  italics^  pmyidedtiuif £ 
complaint  had  been  'fornictlfy 


Peter  Woods,'  jburrialfet^frft 


vision  newsreader:  Harry  GaMv 
cathedral  organist:  Robert"  Ur- 
qnhart  actor — ; — ~...„:Page  19 


Private  behaviour  of Establish-, 
ment -figures  as  a matter-ofipuMic 
concern  — ^..L. 


Changes  to  the  chart  below  from  noon:  High  £ and  high  D will 
weaken.  Low  Y will  move  northeastwards  and 
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Janet  Bush  looks 
at  the  global 
currency  turmoil 
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Martin  Amis’s 
comedy  on  a 
cosmic  scale 
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Counting  the  cost 
of  competing 
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Midland 
to  cut 
further 
1,745  jobs 

By  Patricia  Tehan,  banking  correspondent 


MIDLAND,  the  listening 
bank,  is  axing  1,745  jobs  in 
Britain  this  year  in  what  it 
described  as  "enhancing  its 
commitment  to  community 
banking’'. 

The  tank  hoped  that  most  of 
the  cuts  would  arise  through 
natural  staff  turnover,  early 
retirement  and  voluntary  re- 
dundancy, but  it  could  not  rule 
out  compulsory  redundancies. 

Midland’s  announcement 
marked  the  second  wave  of  job 
cuts  this  year  and  will  take  the 
total  to  2,065,  including  those 
lost  in  the  centralisation  of 
back  office  work  announced  in 
December.  Hie  news  drew 
fierce  criticism  from  Bifu,  the 
banking  and  finance  uniat, 
while  Labour  said  that  it 
explained  exactly  why  there 
was  no  “feel-good  factor'’  in 
Britain.  John  Brawley,  Bifu’S 
assistant  secretary,  said:  “It 
seems  that  record  profits 
equate  to  record  cuts.”  ~ 

Keith  Whitson,  Midland's 
chief- executive,  said  that  the 
job  cuts  were  a serious  con- 
cern to  the  bank,  but  that  die 
Midland  was  in  “a  fiercely 
competitive  market  where  we 
have  to  run  incredibly  fast  to 
stand  stOl  in  terms  of  reve- 
nues." He  added:  “In  an 
environment  where  our  mar- 
gins, fee  income  and  revenue 
in  general  are  under  increas- 
ing pressure  we  have  acted  to 
preserve  our  local  focus  and 
customer  service.” 

Hie  bulk  of  the  cuts  will  be 
in  junior  management  and 
clerical  positions.  While  some 
branch  jobs  will  be  affected. 


the  cuts  are  not  part  of  a 
branch  closure  programme. 

Between  30  and  40  of  Mid- 
land's 200  area  offices  will 
dose  as  Midland  moves  its 
business  banking  centres  into 
its  1,700  branches  and  stream- 
lines administrative  proce- 
dures. Mr  Whitson  said  that 
each  of  the  area  offices  had  its 
own  bureaucracy.  By  reduc- 
ing the  number  of  offices,  the 
bank  was  “trying  to  stream- 
line and  shorten  the  reporting 
lines". 

Sir  Brian  Pearse,  Mr 
Whitson’s  predecessor,  started 
the  process  of  giving  greater 
autonomy  to  branch  manag- 
ers, a policy  that  stands  in 


stark  contrast  to  those  of 
competitors.  He  said  that  ri- 
vals were  “taking  out  senior 
staff  and  running  branches 
with  more  junior  staff.  I think 
that  is  less  attractive  for  the 
customer.  Customers  like  to 
fed  that  they  are  dealing  with 
someone  who  has  decision- 
making  ability". 

Mr  Whitson  said  that  there 
would  be  a number  of  benefits 
from  the  changes,  inducting 
greater  accountability  of 
brandi  managers  and  a re- 
duction in  costs.  He  said  that 
this  year's  reorganisation 
would  give  more  senior  man- 
agers greater  authority  and 
enable  branch  managers  to 
make  up  to  80  per  cent  of 
lending  decisions,  with  deri- 
sions on  particularly  large  or 
unusual  loans  referred  up- 
wards. 

He  could  not  guarantee  that 
there  would  be  no  further  job 
cutrhext  year.  “It  would  be 
. foolhardy  to  say  what  we  are 
going  to  do  in  1996.  If  we  do 
not-  see  the  revenue  growth 
that  we  need  then  it  may  be 
necessary  to  have  further  cuts. 
If  the  revenue  grows,  we  can 
afford  the  costs." 

Midland,  which  is  owned  by 
HSBC  Holdings,  the  interna- 
tional banking  group,  made  a 
£905  million  profit  last  year, 
up  by  £61  million  thanks  in 
part  to  a fall  in  bad  debt 
provisions.  HSBC  increased 
its  profits  to  £3.17  billion  last 
year,  from  E2J8  billion  in 
1993. 

Midland  increased  its  staff- 
ing levels  last  year,  with  its 
total  headoount  rising  by  800 
to  45,900.  However,  this  re- 
flected a recruitment  of  staff  to 
its  First  Direct  telephone 
banking  division,  which  offset 
about  800  job  cuts  in  other 
parts  of  the  bank. 

Bifu  noted  that  the  number 
of  jobs  tost  in  the  finance 
industry  in  the  past  five  years 
had  risen  to  115.000  and  added 
that  a further  35.000  are  at 
risk  this  year.  The  number  of 
banking  jobs  lost  last  year  was 
14.000,  after  17.500  in  1993. 

The  union  said  that  a fur- 
ther 10,000  banking  jobs  had 
been  targeted  this  year  and 
that  workers  at  building  soci- 
eties were  threatened  with 
redundancy,  through  merg- 
ers. 

Ian  McCartney,  the  Shadow 
Employment  Secretary,  des- 
cribed the  job  cuts  as  “disgust- 
ing". He  said:  “The  Midland 
Bank  is  showing  exactly  why 
there  is  no  ‘feel-good'  factor  in 
the  country.  White  profits  are 
going  through  the  roof,  staff 
are  heading  Tor  tfaejob-centre. 
It  seems  that  helping  your 
employer  to  make  a profit  is 
just  as  likely  to  lose  you  your 
job  than  help  you  keep  it." 

Pennington,  page  23 


Rate  rise  was  caused 
by  fragile  markets 

By  Janet  Bush,  economics  correspondent 


THE  timing  of  the  derision  to 
raise  interest  rates  in.  Febru- 
ary was  detenninedsiiy  the 
fragility  of  the  ’EiahC&l  mar- 
kets but  both  the  Chancellor 
and  ihe  Governor  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  were  agreed  that 
monetary  policy  tad  to  be 
tightened  because  growth  was 
unsustainable,  according  to 
the  minutes  of  the  meeting 
between  them. 

Eddie  George,  the  Gover- 
nor. argued  that  the  markets 
were  unsettled  given  the  Mexi- 
can crisis  and  that  London's 
markets  were  confidently  ex- 
pecting a base  rate  rise  either 
in  February  or  Match. 

“To  delay  and  then  have  to 
move  under  market  pressure 
would  be  very  damaging  to 
the  whole  approach  to  mone- 


tary management  that  was. 
bring  pursued.”  the  *nmnies-  ' 
quoted  the  Goveroor.  - 

On  tiie  other  tand,~Kfr“-' 
George  wanted  to 
impression  that  the  process  of 
monetary  tightening  was 
speeding  up,  causing  “mar-  - 
kets  to  exaggerate,  even  more 
than  they  appeared  to  do 
already,  the  degree  of  infla- 
tionary pressure  and  the  level 
of  rates  needed  to  bring  it 
under  control”.  . 

Kenneth  Clarke  broadly 
agreed  with  the  Governors 
arguments  and  said  that  he 
was  happy  to  leave  market 
tactics  with  the  Bank. 

Growth  of  4 per  cent  in  the 
fourth  quarter  against  a year 
earlier  was  judged  unsustain- 
able and  there  was  agreement 


that  inflation  was  beginning  to 
the-' production 
However-  ' both  men 
'rtdogB6Sl,:,ki8ifiP8P  stowing 
of  ster- 
ling’s sharp  faik  in  recent 
weeks,  there  appeared  to  be 
little  concern  at  flial  stage 
about  the  pound. 

Yesterday,  the  pound  con- 
tinued to  recover  lost  ground. 
Its  trade  weighted  index  closed 
at  85.1  compared  with  842  on 
Tuesday  night 
□ The  US  trade  deficit  shot  up 
to  $1223  billion  in  January, 
from  $726  billion  in  Decem- 
ber, as  imports  hit  record 
levels  aid  exports  sagged, 
according  to  Commerce  De- 
partment  figures. 

Economic  view,  page2S 


Frank  Eaton,  chief  executive,  left  and  Sir  Lawrie  Barratt  by  the  River  Thames  yesterday.  They  are  unhappy  with  the  Government’s  tax  and  benefit  reforms 


Barratt 
fights  for 
housing 
benefits 

By  Neel  Bennett 

SIR  Lawrie  Barratt.  the  chair- 
man of  Barratt  Develop- 
ments, Britain's  leading 
housebuilding  group,  has  at- 
tacked the  Government  over 
its  tax  and  benefits  initiatives 
in  the  housing  market,  and 
vowed  to  overturn  the  Gov- 
ernment’s plans  to  cut  back 
housing  income  support  later 
tins  year. 

Sir  Lawrie  said:  “We  are 
violently  opposed  to  the  move, 
we  believe  it  is  fundamentally 
and  morafiy  wrong.  It  is  very 
much  a retrograde  step  that 
leaves  unemployed  people 
helpless  like  that”  Barratt 
along  with  other  builders,  is 
lobbying  the  Government  to 
rethink  its  decision  to  with- 
draw support  for  the  newly 
unemployed. 

Sir  Lawrie  also  condemned 
the  recent  cuts  in  mortgage 
interest  tax  relief  and  called 
for  a return  to  the  values  of 
the  Thatcher  administration 
in  the  1980s  which  promoted 
home  ownership.  Frank  Ea- 
ton. chief  executive,  added: 
“Unless  the  Govermment  is 
on  a suicide  mission,  they 
have  to  recognise  the  difficul- 
ties in  the  industry  and  stop-] 
the  folly  of  placing  hurdles  in 
front  of  home  owners.  You 
cannot  , tamper  with  individ- 
ual assets  to  the  degree  they 
are  — 17  million  homeowning 
voters  will  not  forget  it" 

Despite  the  pressure  in  the 
bousing  market  Barratt  in- 
creased pre-tax  profits  in  the 
six  months  to  December  31  to 
£16.1  million,  after  a 17  per 
cent  rise  in  sates  to  2688.  The 
interim  is  lifted  a quarter  to 
25p.  The  company  spent  £80 
million  on  land  and  Barrattt 
plans  to  open  two  more  sub- 
sidiaries. in  Southampton 
and  Essex. 
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Abbey  asks 
INGtosell 
joint  venture 

ABBEY  NATIONAL  is  in 
talks  with  ENG,  the  Dutch 
banking  and  financial  services 
group  that  bought  Barings 
earlier  this  month,  about  the 
acquisition  of  the  former  Ab- 
bey National  Baring  Deriva- 
tives joint  venture  it  set  up  in 
1993  (Patricia  Tehan  writes). 

The  operation  changed  its 
name  to  Abbey  National  Fi- 
nancial Products  (ANFP)  earli- 
er this  month  in  an  attempt  to 
distance  itself  from  the 
Barings  collapse.  It  is  not 
taking  on  new  business  white 
negotiations  are  under  way. 

An  Abbey  spokeswoman 
confirmed  that  the  bank  is  in 
discussions  with  ENG  and 
added:  “At  this  stage  it  is  more 
likely  than  not  that  ANFP  will 
cease  to  be  a joint  operation 
later  tiiis  year  and  that  the 
business  will  be  operated  sole- 
ly by  Abbey." 
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Coming  soon 

General  Cable  announced 
yesterday  that  it  would 
inaugurate  the  spring 
flotation  season  with  a share 
offering  to  raise  between  £198 
million  and  £230  million.  Two 
rivals,  Nynex  CableComms 
and  Vkieotnon  Corporation, 
are  expected  to  come  to 
market  about  the  same  time. 
Page  22 

On  the  road 

NFC,  the  troubled  freight  and 
removals  group,  has 
appointed  a new  chief 
executive  after  a four-month 
search  to  turn  the  company 
around.  Gerry  Murphy,  the 
former  chief  executive  of 
Greencore,  will  join  NFC  at 
the  beginning  of  June. 
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Barings  missed 
regulatoiy  net 

By  Graham  Searjeant.  financial  editor 


COMPETITION  between 
Singapore  and  Japanese  fu- 
tures exchanges  probably  ex- 
acerbated the  Barings  crisis, 
the  leading  representative  of 
UK  derivatives  traders 
claimed  last  night 

Michael  Jenkins,  chairman 
of  the  Future  and  Options  As- 
sociation, told  the  Commons 
Treasury  Select  Committee 
that  exchanges  in  the  two 
countries  were  vying  for  busi- 
ness in  Japanese  stare  index 
futures.  This  may  explain  the 
lack  of  contact  between  the 
two  countries*  respective  regu- 
lators, which  could  have  alert- 
ed the  Barings  group  and  au- 
thorities to  its  heavy  exposed 
trading  positions  eartter. 

Mr  Jenkins  said:  "Regula- 
tion is  local  while  business  is 


globaL”  He  admitted  that 
regulation  was  therefore  inad- 
equate in  the  sense  that  more 
international  co-ordination 
between  regulators  was  need- 
ed. He  saia  he  was  surprised 
that  the  Singapore  authorities 
had  not  contacted  the  Bank  of 
England,  the  national  lead 
regulator  for  the  Barings 
group,  over  excessive  trading 
by  its  Singapore  subsidiary. 

In  its  written  evidence  to  the 
Committee’s  inquiry  into  de- 
rivatives, the  association  ar- 
gued that  regulatory  issues 
must  be  handled  on  an  inter- 
national basis. 

The  association  d aimed  that 
there  was  no  need  for  further 
tiers  of  regulation  but  that 
existing  rules  should  be  moni- 
tored and  enforced  better. 


Directors  agree  to  pay  former  depuly  governor  £45,000 

Bank  of  England  staff  face  shake-up 


1 By  Patricia  Tehan 

_ THE  Bank  of  England’s  3 JOO  staff  wfl 

1 be  told  today  of  a major  overhaul  of  tta 
Bank’s  personnel  functions,  a task 
started  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  by 
|i  Rupert  Pennant-Rea,  the  deputy  gover- 
nor who  resigned  on  Tuesday  after 
disclosures  of  an  affair  with  a 
journafist.  memberg  of  ^ court  of 
directors  of  the  Bank  met  y^rdayto 

formally  accept  his  resignation.  They 
agreed  that  as  he  is  bound  byBank 
rules  not  to  accept  any  employment  for 

the  next  three  months,  he  should  be 
,paid  three  months’  alaiy.  ^sed  on 

‘ hS  £180.000  salary,  that  is  £45^00. 
The  staff  changes  have  been  mter 
. * — Ttmtnwr  in  making 


the  Bank  more  commercial  and  bring- 
ing a step  closer  the  day  when  the  Bank 
is  independent.  Staff  will  be  informed 
of  the  changes  in  The  Bank  Fortnight, 
a staff  newspaper. 

Roy  Lecky-Thompson,  the  head  of 
personnel  brought  in  by  Mr  Pennant- 
Rea  last  December,  is  now  heading  the 
reorganisation.  Mr  Rinnan  t-Rea  ami 
Mr  Lecky-Thompson  had  spent  the 

■past  three-and-a-half  months  examin- 
ing all  of  the  Bank’s  staff  requirements, 
looking  into  its  career  planning,  re- 
cruitment policies,  and  retamment 
records. 

Mr  Lecky-Thompson  wants  to  see 
more  recrttitmeni  of  senior,  mi* 
career"  staff  H*- newstetterldis sag 

that  there  is  to  be  a shift  fro™ 
paternalism",  where  there  was  auto- 


matically a job  for  life  and  which  was 
inconsistent  with  the  economic  realities 
of  the  1990s. 

There  is  to  be  an  emphasis  on  giving 
staff  more  of  a choice  in  taw  their 
careers  will  develop.  The  Bank  is  also 
working  on  a new  remuneration 
scheme  for  hs  managers,  linking  more 
pay  to  performance.  It  will  come  into 
force  next  March. 

Mr  Fermant-Rea.  a former  editor  of 
The  Economist,  was  in  charge  of  staff 
administration.  He  felt  he  had  to  go 
because  the  weekend  disclosures, 
which  included  the  allegations  from 
Mary  Ellen  Synon,  his  mistress  for 
three  years,  that  she  was  smuggled 
into  the  Bank  under  an  assumed  name 
and  that  they  made  love  in  the  dressing 
room  of  Eddie  George,  the  Bank’s 


Governor,  had  damaged  his  credibil- 
ity. The  personnel  changes  are  a 
■ consequence  of  the  restructuring  put  in 
place  by  him  last  July,  a year  after  he 
became  deputy  governor. 

The  search  for  a new  deputy  gover- 
nor started  yesterday,  with  the  four 
executive  directors  — Mervyn  King, 
die  chief  economist  Ian  PTenderieith, 
foe  markets  director.  Brian  Quinn, 
director  of  supervision  and  surveil- 
lance, and  Fen  Kent  director  of 
financial  infrastructure  — as  possible 
candidates. 

Mr  Kent  who  was  put  in  charge  of 
the  development  of  Crest  the  paperless 
stare  settlement  system,  when  the 

Stock  Exchange’s  Taurus  project  col- 
lapsed, and  Mr  Pienderleith  are  the 
most  heavily  tipped  insiders. 
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imegine  the  power  of  c service  that  strengthens  the 
sales  effort,  reduces  your  exposure  to  risk,  improves 
cash  flow  and  eliminates  unnecessary  cost.  That's 
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EBRD  decision 


on  nuclear  power 
scheme  postponed 


By  Colin  Narbrough,  world  trade  correspondent 


THE  biggest  project  to  date 
from  the  European  Bank  for 
Reconstruction  and  Develop- 
ment (EBRD)  appears  at  risk 
after  a surprise  request  from 
Slovakia  for  a crucial  funding 
decision  for  a controversial 
DM1.45  billion  nuclear  power 
scheme  to  be  postponed. 

The  EBRD'S  board  of  direc- 
tors had  been  set  to  approve  a 
crucial  DM41ZJ5  million  bank 
loan  next  Monday  towards  the 
Mochovce  nuclear  project  In 
southeast  Slovakia  until  yes- 
terday's request  from  the  Slo- 
vak Government  Confronted 


with  the  open-ended  postpone- 
ment demand  from  Slovakia, 
the  client  state,  the  directors 
had  no  choice  but  to  agree. 

No  decision  is  now  expected 
until  after  the  EBRD  annual 
meeting  in  London  on  April  10 
and  11.  which  means  that 
Mochovce  is  likely  to  becomes 
big  issue  for  the  finance  minis- 
ters and  central  bankers  who 
form  the  governing  body. 

Austria.  Denmark.  Nor- 
way. Greece.  Portugal  and 
The  Netherlands  have  come 
out  against  die  project  and 
others  are  expected  to  join 


General  Cable 
set  for  market 


ByEricReguly 


GENERAL  CABLE  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  it 
would  inaugurate  the  spring 
flotation  season  with  a share 
offering  to  raise  between 
£198  million  and  E230  mil- 
lion. Two  rivals.  NYNEX 
CahleComms  and  Video- 
Iron  Corporation,  are  ex- 
pected to  come  to  market 
about  the  same  time. 

General's  offering,  based 
on  the  sale  of  90  million 
ordinary  shares  priced  be- 
tween 20p  and  255p,  values 
the  company  at  £557  minion 
at  the  low  end  of  the  scale 
and  £646  million  at  the  high 
end.  The  price  of  the  shares 
will  be  set  on  April  19. 

The  flotation  will  reduce 
the  ownership  of 
Compagnie  Generate  des 
Eaux.  of  France,  from  100 
per  cent  to  58  per  cent 

Analysts  expect  the  flota- 
tion to  succeed  partly 
because  General  has  broad 
exposure  to  the  high-margin 
telephony  market  Roughly 
two-thirds  of  the  £33  million 
of  revenue  generated  in  its 
three  franchise  areas  — west 


London,  Birmingham  and 
Yorkshire  comes  from 
residential  and  business  te- 
lephony service. 

General  plans  to  sell  45 
per  cent  of  the  shares  in 
America,  where  they  will  be 
listed  on  the  Nasdaq  mar- 
ket. 45  per  cent  in  Britain, 
and  the  rest  in  the  interna- 
tional market 

The  British  tranche,  how- 
ever, is  an  ^intermediaries 
offer”,  meaning  that  shares 
will  be  placed  directly  with 
City  investment  firms, 
which,  rn  turn,  win  sell  them 
to  retail  buyers. 

General  has  been  plan- 
ning to  float  since  last 
spring,  when  poor  market 
conditions  forced  it  to  shelve 
its  initial  public  offering. 

NYNEX  is  expected  to 
float  on  the  London  and 
Nasdaq  markets  as  early  as 
next  month.  Videotron  plans 
an  initial  public  offering 
next  month  as  welL  Its 
shares  will  be  listed  on 
Nasdaq  only. 
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them.  America  has  yet  to 
decide  cm  the  issue,  but  fears 
have  been  aroused  in  Wash- 
ington that  Mochovce  could 
pave  the  way  for  Soviet 
nuclear  plant  in  Cuba  to  be 
completed. 

James  Scheuer,  the  EBRD’s 
American  director,  said  that 
the  West  had  to  help  Slovakia 
understand  that  it  must  man- 
age the  demand  side  for 
energy  better  as  it  was  already 
awash  witb  very  inefficiently 
used  energy- 

The  Slovak  Government 
said  it  called  for  the  postpone- 
ment after  last  wedc.'s  over- 
whelming vote  in  the 
European  Parliament  in  fa- 
vour of  halting  all  EBRD  and 
European  Union  funding  for 
Mochovce  -until  it  was  firmly 
established  that  EU  safety 
standards  would  be  met.  - 

But  electricity  price  rises,  on 
which  . the  financing,  of. 
Mochovce.  is  based  are  also 
understood  to  have  alarmed 
• Slovakia,  as  has  the  condition 
that  its.  ageing,  - low-cost 
nuclear  plant  at  Bohunice  has 
to  be  dosed,  if  Modtovce’s 
four  Soviet  WER-440/213 
pressurised  water  reactors  are 
' brought  on  stream. 

Critics  of  the  project  have 
claimed  that  foie  EBRD  -has 
been  strongly  influenced  by 
Electridte  de  Fiance  (Edfj,  the 
French  state  power-  utility. 
EdF  would  not  only  be  a 
leading  equity  parly  at 
Mochovce,  but  would  be  main 
constructor  and  co-operator, 
receiving  a construction  con- 
tract of  almost  DM1  billion. 

Experts  .from  the  Interna- 
tional Atomic  Energy  Author- 
ity say  that  the  plan  for 
Mochovce  favoured  by  the 
EBRD  executive  would  pro- 
duce a nuclear  plant  that  did 
not  meet  Western  licencing 
standards.  To  complete 
Mochovce  to  Western  stan- 
dards would  cost  about  three 
times  the  EBRD  figure,  atomic 
energy  authority  offidals  say. 
The  bank  counters  that,  its 
scheme  is  foe  lowest-cost  ener- 
gy option  for  Slovakia. 


- . Looking  to  the  Continent:  Geoffrey  Gahan,  chief  executive  of  Newman  Tonics 


Newman  spends  overseas 


By  Martin  Barrow 


NEWMAN  TONKS  said  its 
UK  manufacturing  activities, 
hampered  by  the  slow  pace  of 
domestic  recovery,  would  ben- 
efit from  the  company’s  expan- 
sion in  continental  Europe, 
where  it  expects  significant 
long-term  growth. 

The  building  products 
group  spent  more  than  £12 
million  on  acquisitions  last 
year,  induding  purchases  in 
Denmark  and  Norway.  It 
already  has  an  associated 
company  in  Spain,  as  well  as  a 


number  of  fully  owned  busi- 
nesses in  America. 

Last  year  acquisitions  con- 
tributed to  a rise  in  profits  to 
£202  million  before  tax  from 
£15.8  million  in  1993.  lifting 
earnings  to  10.65p  a share 
from  7.6p.  The  total  dividend 
rises  to  6.75p  a share  from 
6.20p  with  a 4p  final  dividend. 

Operating  profits  from  UK 
companies  rose  to  £83  million 
(£6  million),  while  US  inter- 
ests contributed  £5.8  million 
(£4  million).  Europe,  exclud- 


ing the  UK,  earned  £6.9 
million  (£5.9  million). 

Investment  in  foe  business 
resulted  in  a rise  in  borrow- 
ings to  £38.1  million  from 
£27.9  million,  representing 
gearing  of  59  per  cent 

The  company  is  proposing 
to  offer  holders  of  the  6.75  per- 
cent convertible  redeemable 
preference  shares  an  opportu- 
nity for  early  conversion  or 
redemption,  aiming  to  avoid  a 
possible  outflow  of  up  to  £7.4 
million  by  April  30, 1997. 


THECH 


The  Fair  will  be  composed  of  45  trading  delegations  organized 
by  the  foreign  economic  relations  and  trade  commissions 
(departments,  bureaus)  of  ail  the  provinces,  cities,  autonomous 
regions,  municipalities  directly  under  the  Central  Government  and 
municipalities  listed  separately  on  the  State  economic  plan,  special 
economic  zones  as  well  as  by  central  ministries  and  national 
corporations.  This  fair  is  classified  by  trade  (commodifies). 
Specialized  exhibition  halls  are  set  by  six  big  categories  as  cereals, 
oils  & foodstuffs,  native  produces  and  animal  by-products;  light 
industrial  products  and  aits  & crafts;  textiles  & garments;  metals  &. 
minerals  and  chemical  products;  medicines  & health  products; 
mechanical  & electrical  products,  etc.  The  Fair  will  last  for  15  days. 


Time:  April  15th--30th 

Sponsor  Foreign  trade  enterprises  from  all  over  the  country 
Organizer  China  Foreign  Trade  Centre  (Group) 
Addrress:  1 17  Liuhua  Road,  Guangzhou,  China 
Tel;  (020)6678000  (switchboard) 

Cable:  CECFA  GUANGZHOU 
Telex:  44465.FAIR  CN 


UK  service 


launched 


by  Telstra 


Telstra,  Australia’s  state  tele- 
communications company, 
has  launched  a British  service. 
It  will  go  after  companies  that 
need  telephone  links  to  the 
Asia-Pacific  area. 

Bpyd  Faulks.  Telstra’s 
London  managing  director, 
said  it  wants  to  win  at  least  10 
per  cent  of  foe  traffic  between 
Britain  and  the  Asia-Pacific 
region  by  foe  end  of  1997.  That 
market,  now  worth  £130  mil- 
lion a year,  is  doubling  every 
eight  years. 

Telstra,  which  received  its 
British  operators  licence  last 
year,  will  offer  a leased-line 
voice  service  to  British  com- 
panies and  fax  lines  and  voice 
services  to  small  business 
customers.  The  Australian 
Trade  Commission  is  its  first 
client  Mr  Fauikes  said  the 
company  expects  to  have  30 
large  business  clients  by  foe 
year  end. 


Loral  buys 


Loral,  the  US  group,  has 
bought  the  defence  and  aero- 
space operations  of  Unysis  for 
$862  million.  In  recent  years 
the  firm  has  bought  Ford 
Aerospace  for  $715  million  and 
IBM’s  Federal  Systems  for 
$157  billion.  Since  1985.  sales 
have  grown  from  $502  million 
to  $5.4  billion,  while  the  num- 
ber of  employees  has  risen 
from  6500  to  33.000. 


Cooper  ahead 


Frederick  Cooper,  the  special- 
ist coatings,  architectural 
hardware  and  electrical  prod- 
ucts maker,  raised  pre-tax 
profits  in  foe  half-year  to  Janu- 
ary 31,  to  £3.4  million  (E2.4 
million).  EPS  were  35p  (same) 
and  foe  interim  dividend  is 
held  at  0.8p.  payable  July  3. 


Promise  met 


Churchill  China  is  paying  a 
maiden  final  dividend  of  2. 19p 
a share  for  the  year  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  as  promised  on  flota- 
tion in  1994.  Pre-tax  profits 
were  E357  million  (£142  mil- 
lion), and  EPS  were  25,5p 
(17.8p).  Turnover  from  contin- 
uing operations  rose  to  £42.4 
million  (£36  million). 


Yard  to  delist 


Vard,  foe  troubled  Norwegian 
shipping  group  that  is  parent 
of  the  Kloster  cruise  line,  said 
it  has  decided  to  delist  its 
shares  from  foe  London  Stock 
Exchange  on  April  3.  less  than 
five  years  since  it  was  listed. 
Vard  will  keep  its  Oslo  listing. 


Britannic 
joins  debate 


on  life  funds 


By  Robert  Miller 


BRITANNIC  Assurance  has 
joined  the  growing  band  of 
insurance  companies  seeking 
a government  ruling  on 
whether  shareholders  or  poli- 
cyholders and  savers  are  enti- 
tled to  any  surpluses  from 
long  term  life  funds. 

The  issue  came  to  the  fore 
last  month  when  United 
Friendly  announced  that  foe 
Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  had  approved  a re- 
structuring plan  to  distribute 
to  shareholders  millions  of 
pounds  of  surplus  funds, 
sometimes  called  “orphan  as- 
sets". Refuge  Group  then  an- 
nounced that  it,  too,  would 
start  discussions  with  the  DTI. 
foe  overall  regulator  for  life 
companies. 

Sir  John  Nott,  the  former 
cabinet  minister  and  now 
chairman  of  Hillsdown  Hold- 
ings, said  this  week  that  plans 
to  distribute  surplus  assets  to 
shareholders  could  be  against 
the  interests  of  policyholders. 
He  is  a with-profits  policy- 
holder with  Legal  & General, 
which  has  said  it  is  to  hold 
further  talks  with  the  DTI. 

Brian  Shaw,  general  man- 
ager and  actuary  of  Britannic, 
which  yesterday  announced 
net  profits  for  1994  of  £31 
million  against  £272  million 
previously,  said:  “The  process 
of  consulting  the  DTI  will 
clarify  what  proportion  of  a 
life  fund’s  assets  actually  be- 
long to  policyholders  and 
which  belong  to  shareholders. 
This  will  benefit  both  sets  of 
investors  and  avoid  future 
conflicts  of  interests." 
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Maxwell  deal  wins 


approval  of  courts 


THE  joim  administrators  of  Maxwell  Corporate  Commun- 
ications haw  obtained  the  approval  of  both  the  English  and 
US  courts  for  the  settlement  agreed  with  the  Maxwell 
pension  fond  trustees.  However,  this  remains  conditional  on 
settlement  agreements  being  finalised  between  the  trustees 
and  other  contributors  to  the  settlement.  Provided  the 
settlement  becomes  unconditional,  MCC  will  admit  an 
unsecured  daim  of  EJOO  million  id  rank  for  dividend  equally 
with  other  creditors. 

The  Price  Waterhouse  administrators,  in  their  most  recent 
report  to  Maxwell  Corporate  Communications  creditors, 
estimated  that  they  will  receive  between  35  per  cent  and  43 
percent  of  their  claims  plus  an  unspecified  amount  in  respect 
of  recoveries  from  legal  actions.  The  administrators  intend  to 
pay  a first  dividend  to  creditors  on  March  31  of  some  19  per 
cenL  The  pension  funds  will  participate  in  this  dividend  if 
agreements  with  other  contributors  are  finalised  in  time.  If 
agreement  is  finalised  by  tomorrow,  the  first  dividend  could 
increase  to  some  26  per  cent 


Railair  looks  south 


RAILAIR.  the  management  team  currently  running  the 
Gatwick  Express  rail  service,  yesterday  announced  plans 
to  bid  for  the  171-station  South  Central  passenger 
franchise  serving  Surrey.  Sussex  and  the  south  coast 
South  Central  is  one  of  the  first  eight  franchises  to  come 
up  for  auction  undo-  rail  privatisation  and  also  operates  a 
rival  Gatwick  airport  service  from  Victoria  station.  A 
spokesman  for  Railair  said  the  company  planned  to 
upgrade  services  to  Brighton  if  it  won. 


Lehman  rating  falls 


LEHMAN  BROTHERS  debt  was  downgraded  yesterday 
after  foe  firm  reported  first-quarter  results  slightly  below 
expectations  at  31  cents  a share.  Total  revenues  touched  $3.1 
billion  ($2_3  billion).  Moody’s  Investors  Service  said  it  was 
lowering  Lehman’s  long-term  senior  debt  rating  to  Baal  from 
AX  as  well  as  on  other  categories.  Some  $15  billion  of  debt 
securities  are  affected.  The  move  makes  Lehmans  one  of  foe 
lowest-rated  Wall  Street  firms  .Meanwhile,  PaineWebber 
said  it  will  lay  off  500  because  of  the  slump  in  securities. 


Pension  fund  move 


GRAND  METROPOLITAN,  the  food  and  drinks  group,  has 
contracted  out  administration  of  its  £800  mi] Lion  UK  pension 
fund  to  Hogg  Robinson  Financial  Services.  Ron  Amy, 
GrandMefs  group  compensation  and  benefits  director  and 
foe  current  chairman  of  the  National  Association  of  Pension 
Funds,  said:  “There  is  a very  dear  move  to  put  pension  fund 
administration  work  out  to  tender  because  of  increasing 
legislative  demands.”  The  fond  management  of  GrandMefs 
scheme  is  split  between  Mercury,  BZW  and  M&G. 


BAT  seeks  FTC  changes 


BAT  INDUSTRIES,  foe  tobacco  and  insurance  group,  is 
seeking  the  resignation  of  Krishan  Chugh.  chairman  of  ITC, 
its  Indian  affiliate,  after  discovering  financial  irregularities 
there.  News  of  foe  problems  at  ITC  which  is  listed  in 
Bombay,  coincided  with  the  dosure  for  a third  day  of  foe 
Bombay  Slock  Exchange,  after  R.S.  Javeri.  foe  broker, 
declared  a default  of  more  than  170  million  rupees  (£3.4 
million).  The  markets  fear  the  surge  of  foreign  interest  in  die 
Indian  market  might  fade,  if  regulation  is  seen  to  be  lax. 


Trinity  Holdings  ahead 


TRINITY  INTERNATIONAL  HOLDINGS,  the  newspaper 
publisher  whose  titles  indude  Liverpool’s  Daily  Post.  lifted 
1994  profits  to  £22.9  million  before  tax  from  £195  million  in 
the  previous  12  months,  helped  by  the  acquisitions  of  foe 
Huddersfield  Daily  Examiner  and  Argus  Newspapers.  The 
company  also  said  it  was  pleased  with  contributions  from 
titles  in  Scotland  and  Canada.  With  earnings  rising  to  24p  a 
share  from  20_2p,  the  total  dividend  is  increased  to  10.7p  a 
share  from  9.7p,  with  a final  7.4p  due  on  May  5. 


a u 


Recovery  lifts  BNB 


BNB  RESOURCES,  the  recruitment,  training  and  consumer 
communications  group,  said  that  an  increase  in  profits  .to  * 
£3.62  million  before  tax  in  1994  from  E259xniUion  previously 
reflected  a continuing  economic  recovery  in  Britain,  America 
and  foe  Far  East  Profits  rose  in  qiite  of  a £596,000 
exceptional  charge  against  the  disposal  of Barken; 
Manchester  Consumer  Communications.  Earnings  - im- 
proved to  I2.9p  a share  from  8.7p.  A final  dividend  of3.73p  a .-C’ 
share,  due  on  May  26,  makes  a total  of  55p  (4.9p). j’wfc 


Abbott  Mead  advances 


v#1  -• 


ABBOTT  Mead  Vickers,  foe'. 


advertising  agency;  said-it.' 
had  won  more  than  £32 
million  of  new  business  so 
for  this  year.  David  Abbott, 
chairman,  left,  said  the  com- 
pany would  strive  to  en- 
hance operating  margins 
from  a current  15.6  per  cent 
Profits  in  1994  rose  to  £8.22 f 
million  before  tax  from  £4.75 
million.  Earnings  of  15.68p  a 
share  compared  with  933p 
previously,  restated  for  a 
one-for-one  bonus  issue  of 
shares.  A final  dividend  of 
5-15p  a share,  payable  an 
June  16.  makes  a total  of 
7.40p  (525p). 
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□ Banks  take  the  prime  cuts  at  Union  □ Bad  tidings  from  Whitson  □ Slovaks  halt  the  juggernaut 


□ NOBODY  bearing  the  name 
Vestey  is  likely  to  emerge  with 
much  joy  from  the  collapse  of 
rne  union  International,  bur  the 
banks  have  certainly  looked  after 
themselves.  This  is  a common 
pattern:  you  do  not  put  the 
receivers  in  when  the  client  is  on 
the  ropes,  but  when  the  last  bell 
is  not  far  off  and  he  looks  like 
making  it  to  the  end  of  the  bout. 

Terry  Robinson  was  put  in  by 
the  bankers  in  October  1991 
when  the  debts  were  E430  mil- 
lion, with  a three-year  standstill 
agreement  and  instructions  to 
cut  them.  Three  years  later,  debt 
was  down  to  £100  million  after 
the  sale  of  the  French  Frigoriil- 
que  operation  and  various  New 
Zealand  meat  companies.  The 
banks  allowed  a further  six- 
month  extension,  and  then 
pulled  the  plug. 

So  far,  so  simple,  but  as  with 
anything  involving  the  financial 
affairs  of  the  Vesteys.  it  gets  more 
complicated  from  then  on.  The 
banks  first  wanted  to  put  Dew- 
hurst  into  receivership,  which 
would  have  left  the  debts  neatly 
with  Union,  the  parent  company, 
to  be  paid  off  out  of  the  proceeds. 
Just  what  Dewhurst’s  chain  of 
350  branches  is  worth  is  some- 
what conjectural,  but  com- 
mercial property  is  on  the  up 
again  even  if  the  market  for  high 
street  butchers  has  been  savaged 
by  the  inroads  made  by  the  big 
grocers,  who  have  about  half  the 


The  butchers  of  Lombard  Street 


meat  retail  market.Such  a chain 
is  therefore  valuable  even  if  it 
never  sells  a pork  chop  again 

The  Vesteys.  who  are  main- 
taining their  usual  Garboesque 
silence,  jibbed  at  this.  They  were 
required  to  put  in  £35  million  of 
their  own  cash  and  various 
property  assets  at  the  start  of  the 
standstill  agreement,  and  they 
clearly  felt  that  if  the  prime  asset 
was  to  be  pulled  to  the  ground,  so 
too  should  the  entire  temple. 
Union  is  therefore  in  admin- 
istrative receivership,  which 
means  the  other  assets  can 
continue  to  trade  and  be  sold. 

These  include  three  distribu- 
tion businesses  — Weddell  Swift, 
Topman  Thurlo  and  Dual  Car- 
riage — which  are  not  them- 
selves especially  reliant  on 
Dewhurst  as  a customer,  and 
five  square  miles  of  developable 
land  spread  around  Australia.  It 
is  not  hard  to  get  these  assets 
plus  Dewhurst  to  add  up  to  the 
£100  million  the  banks  are  owed. 
The  latter,  having  probably  al- 
ready provisioned  for  this,  there- 
fore have  some  healthy 
writebacks  to  look  forward  to. 

The  Vesteys  are  left  with  the 
rest  of  their  business  empire. 


Western  United,  now  known  as 
Vestey  Group,  is  the  next  tier  up 
the  corporate  chain  after  United, 
and  owns  tiie  Blue  Star  shipping 
operation,  some  farms  in  Brazil 
and  Venezuela  and  other  healthy 
assets.  Sir  John  Collins,  brought 
in  from  Shell,  has  talked  of  a 
float  by  the  end  of  the  century. 

The  losers  are  the  unsecured 
creditors  and,  possibly,  the  1.500 
staff  employed  by  Dewhurst  if 
the  chain  is  broken  up  or 
switched  to  another  use.  Umon  is 
the  latest  in  a long  line  of 
receiverships  where  the  banks 
would  appear  to  have  acted  in 
their  shareholders'  interests  but 
not  in  anyone  else"s. 

Bank  erosion 
at  the  Midland 

□ KEITH  WHITSON,  Midland 
Bank's  chief  executive,  did  not 
win  himself  any  popularity 
points  when  he  announced  the 
bank's  latest  round  of  job  cuts 
yesterday.  The  juxtaposition  of 
healthy  profits  and  wholsesale 
redundancies  is  always  a mite 
tricky  to  explain  to  the  work- 
force. The  contrast  between  Mid- 


'PENNINGTON 


land's  record  performance  ear- 
lier this  month  and  the  deep  cuts 
Mr  Whitson  now  intends  to  in- 
flict on  staff  numbers  is  extreme. 

But  neither  the  banking 
unions  nor  Midland’s  employees 
can  really  be  surprised  at  this 
efficiency  drive.  The  real 


latest 

culprit  in  the  affair  is  technology. 
One  of  the  main  casual  ties  in  tne 
reorganisation  is  the  layer  of 
area  management.  From  now  on 
area  managers  will  have  to  get 
their  hands  dirty  and  manage  a 
branch  as  well  as  keep  an  eye  on 
a platoon  of  other  branches. 

Cutting  out  management  lay- 
ers is  not  a new  phenomenon  m 
British  industry.  Manufacturers 
and  even  utility  companies  have 
been  doing  it  for  years  and  often 
been  rewarded  with  a dramatic 


impact  on  their  bottom  line. 
Modern  technology  allows  bank 
head  offices  to  have  instant  on- 
line access  to  all  their  branches 
and  managers.  Directors  can 
t orders  on  credit  quality 
customer  service  down  the 
wire  rather  than  rely  on  an 
intermediate  layer  of  manage- 
ment to  relay  their  messages. 

The  other  main  casualty  of  the 
cuts,  the  business  banking  cen- 
tres. are  in  a similar  situation. 
The  quality  of  data  from  Mid- 
land's ever-improving  systems 
means  that  small  business  bank- 
ers no  longer  have  to  operate  as  a 
discrete  unit  away  from  the  rest 
of  a branch's  business.  While 
there  is  still  a need  for  specialist 
business  centres  in  rides,  the 
process  of  winning  and  advising 
customers  should  be  helped  u 
bankers  can  discuss  business 
and  personal  needs  with  a cus- 
tomer simultaneously. 

The  inevitablihty  of  the  cut- 
backs does  not  make  it  any  easier 
for  1,700  Midland  staff  to  accept 
they  are  surplus  to  requirements. 
By  the  end  of  the  year,  the  bank 
will  barely  have  40,000  staff 
when  it  once  employed  almost 
70,000.  But  at  least  customers 


should  have  the  right  to  demand 
that  some  of  the  savings  come  to 
them  rather  than  filling  share- 
holders' pockets. 

Falling  out 

overnudear 

□ AGAINST  the  odds,  the  Slo- 
vak Government  has  thrown  a 
spoke  in  the  wheels  of  the  in- 
dustrial and  financial  jugger- 
naut that  was  trying  to  overhaul 
the  country's  nuclear  industry. 
Hard  pounding  from  non-nu- 
clear Austria  had  shown  no  signs 
of  halting  the  advance  of  the 
alliance  between  the  manage- 
ment of  the  EBRD  and 
Electricity  de  France,  the  French 
state-owned  power  utility. 

The  alliance  hoped  to  secure 
approval  from  EBRD  directors 
next  Monday  for  the  bank’s 
DM412J  million  contribution 
towards  Mochovce  nuclear  pow- 
er project  in  Slovakia,  which 
would  retrofit  a Soviet-designed 
nuclear  plant.  Bratislava’s  sud- 
den demand  for  a postponement 
means  that  governments  will  be 
able  to  take  another  look. 

The  prime  shortcoming  of  the 


grounds 
hugely  uj 


EBRD  is  its  enthusiasm  for  the 
nuclear  option,  and  the  argu- 
ment that  four  Soviet  pressurised 
water  reactors  could,  with  west- 
ern technology,  be  upgraded  as 
the  lowest-cost  option.  But  as 
Chernobyl  showed,  perceptions 
of  best  interests  and  safety  differ. 
It  may  be  useful  for  the  West’s 
order-starved  nuclear  industry  to 
find  work  making  Soviet  plant 
safer,  but  it  cannot  be  acceptable 
to  encourage  countries  in  East- 
ern mid  Central  Europe  to  accept 
lower  nuclear  standards  than 
our  own.  Germany  derided  not 
to  retrofit  similar  plant  to  Moch- 
ovce in  eastern  Germany  on  the 
; that  it  would  have  been 
;ely  uneconomic.  So  why  not 
consider  non-nuclear  options 
and  energy^saving  programmes 
for  Slovakia  before  awarding 
EdF  a lucrative  DM1  billion  con- 
struction contract  for  Mochovce? 

Forward  thinking 

□ AS  Downing  Street,  Thread- 
needle  Street  and  Gt  George 
Street  ponder  who  should  be 
deputy  governor  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  they  might  usefully  cut 
the  list  of  candidates  by  impos- 
ing one  condition.  The  next  in- 
cumbent, whether  internal  or  ex- 
ternal, should  have  good  person- 
al experience  of  dealing  in  deriv- 
atives. Only  when  that  happens 
will  a generation  gap  in  banking 
and  retaliation  be  closed. 


NFC  finds  new 
chief  executive  to 
guide  recoveiy 


NFC,  the  troubled  freight  and 
removals  group,  has  appoint- 
ed a new  chief  executive  after  a 
four-month  search.  Geny 
Murphy,  the  former  chief 
executive  of  Greencore.  the 
Irish  foods  group,  will  join  at 
the  beginning  of  June  to  start 
turning  the  company  round. 

Meanwhile,  the  group  has 
warned  its  investors  that  it 
will  take  more  heavy  restruc- 
turing provisions  after  a fur- 
ther slump  in  its  profits  in  the 
three  months  to  January  22.  It 
has  also  derided  to  abandon 
quarterly  reporting  from  next 
year  and  produce  figures  only 
twice  a year. 

Mr  Murphy,  39,  was  chosen 
as  the  new  chief  executive  after 
an  exhaustive  search  by  Sir 
Christopher  Bland,  who  be- 
came group  chairman  in  Nov- 
ember. In  all.  Sir  Christopher 
interviewed  more  than  20 
canactidates  and  turned  down 
all  internal  nominations  for 
the  job.  before  finding  Mr 
Murphy,  who  prior  to  taking 
charge  at  Greencore  worked 
for  Grand  Metropolitan. 

Sir  Christopher  said  yester- 
day: “He  is  an  extremely  good 
chief  executive  with' an  excel- 
lent track  record.  He  has 


By  Neil  Bennett 

worked  for  a demanding 
chairman  and  we  think  we 
can  work  together." 

He  added  that  Mr  Mur- 
phy's lack  of  experience  of  the 
freight  business  was  not  a 
disadvantage.  This  is  a 
straightforward  business  that 
reponds  to  straightforward 
business  disciplines,  and  Ger- 
ry comes  from  a business 
where  he  has  achieved 
results." 

Sir  Christopher  said  the 
group  was  still  engaged  in  a 
legal  battle  with  Peter  Sherlock, 
the  previous  chief  executive 
who  is  suing  NFC  for  a redun- 
dancy pay-off.  But  Sir  Christo- 
pher said  he  hoped  to  settle  the 
issue  soon,  and  did  not  expect  it 
to  end  in  court 

Sir  Christopher  was  unre- 
pentant about  his  decision  to 
abandon  quarterly  reporting. 
“It  will  save  us  £300,000  a 
year,  money  I am  quite  happy 
to  trouser  when  we  are  look- 
ing at  every  opportunity  to  cut 
costs.  Shareholders  do  not 
gain  much  from  the  figures. 
The  costs  outweigh  the 
benefits." 

; Along  with  news  of  the 
appointment  NFC  published 
first-quarter  figures  which 


showed  a 30  per  cent  slump  in 
pre-tax  profits  to  £29.4  million 
despite  a 7 per  cent  rise  in 
sales.  All  the  group's  divisions 
either  made  losses  or  suffered 
a fell  in  profits.  The  group 
blamed  pressure  on  its  mar- 
gins on  the  distribution  con- 
tracts it  is  renewing  with  large 
retailers.  The  quarterly  divi- 
dend is  being  held  at  1.4p.  but 
from  next  year  NFC  will  only 
pay  two  dividends  a year. 

Profir  at  the  main  British 
transport  division,  which 
owns  Exel,  fell  20  per  cent  in 
the  quarter  to  £133  million. 
The  European  operations 
made  a loss  of  £L9  million, 
dragged  down  by  the 
Frigoscandia  business  in 
Germany.  The  moving  ser- 
vices division,  which  owns 
Piddbrds,  slumped  to  a profit 
of  rally  £200,000,  down  £12 
million,  despite  generating 
sales  of  £168  million. 

NFC  said  it  will  make 
additional  provisions  for  re- 
dundancies. site  disposals  and 
the  withdrawal  from  unprofit- 
able contracts  when  it  reports 
its  interim  figures  in  three 
months'  time. 
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Training  videos  offer 

DO  YOU  want  to  make  a powerful  impression  on  your 
boss  and  be  influential  in  your  office?  Winning  Ways,  a 
training  video  featuring  the  late  Brian  Redhead,  tells 

you  how.  . _ _ . 

In  a witty  and  penetrating  conversation  Redhead 
and  Andrew  Kakabadse,  professor  of  management  at 
Cranfield  School  of  Management,  make  points  which 
are  vital  to  people  who  work  for  organisations  and  are 
deeply  interested  in  enhancing  their  careers. 

Another  video.  Mentoring,  explores  one  of  the 
fastest-growing  methods  of  developing  people  within  a 

business.  „ , . 

Mentoring  is  a way  in  which  experienced  staff  help 
other  people  through  transition  periods,  perhaps  by 
showing  them  new  skills  or  by  helping  them  adjust  to 

a new  job.  . ..  „ . , 

Winning  Ways  runs  for  27  minutes.  Mentoring  tor 
more  than  19  minutes.  These  videos  are  normally  sold 
at  £49  each,  rimes  readers  can  buy  them  for  the  special 
price  of  £49  for  two,  inclusive  of  post  and 
packing. 


management  videos  offer 


Winning  Ways  vrith  Brian  Redhead  and  Mentoring 
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Tropical 
storm 
fails  to 
halt  Geest 

By  Colin  Narbrough 

TROPICAL  storm  Debbie  and 
the  subsequent  drought  that 
devastated  the  Windward  Is- 
land banana  plantations 
failed  to  stop  Geest,  the  fresh 
produce  and  food  group,  from 
bouncing  back  ro  12.8  million 
pre-tax  profits  last  year  from  a 
£5.4  million  lass. 

It  forecast  that  first-half 
earnings  this  year  will  be 
lower  than  its  strong  first  half 
last  year,  when  it  posted  a 
record  pre-tax  profit  of  £15.1 
million.  The  1994  dividend 
was  unchanged  at  8-Ip. 

The  devastation  caused  by 
Debbie  in  September  to  the 
banana  crop  of  the  islands  of 
St  Lucia  and  Dominica  im- 
pacted immediately  on  Geest’s 
second  half  results  and  contin- 
ues to  affect  them  this  year. 

Although  Geest  expects  its 
Windward  banana  supplies  to 
recover  in  the  second  half,  it 
said  it  was  planning  its  future 
growth  away  from  the  volatile 
and  politically  hand-tied  ba- 
nana market 

Geest  said  thai  future  earn- 
ings growth  would  be  focused 
on  its  chilled  prepared  foods 
division.  David  Sugden,  chief 
executive,  denied  Geest  was 
pulling  back  from  bananas, 
and  raid  the  company  was 
simply  looking  for  markets 
with  more  potential  to  expand. 
He  said  Geest  planned  to 
spend  £25-30  million  a year  to 
grow  the  firm,  the  bulk  of 
which  would  go  into  prepared 
foods,  which  last  year  showed 
a 44  per  cent  increase  in 
operating  profit  to  £7-5  mil- 
lion, compared  with  £1  million 
in  1989.  Overall  group  turn- 
over last  year  dfrnbkl  £40 
million  to  £676  million. 


Telspec  at  double  in  maiden  year 


Profits  at  Telspec,  the  manufacturer  of  advanced  telecommunications  equipment,  rose  to  £656  million  before  tax  in 
1994.  the  company’s  first  fed!  year  on  the  stock  market,  from  £3.41  million  previously.  Pictured,  from  left,  are  Frank 
Hadkett-Jones.  chairman.  Garth  Riley,  chief  executive,  and  Russell  Woolley,  finance  director,  at  their  plant  in  Kent 


Merger  and  low  margins  slow  Weir 


By  Philip  Pangalos 

INTENSE  competition  and  the  one-off 
costs  of  reorganising  its  pumps  business 
took  a toll  on  Weir  Group,  as  the  Glasgow 
pumps  and  engineering  company  suf- 
fered an  I8.fi  per  cent  slide  in  profits. 

Weir  incurred  £73  million  of  exception- 
al provisions  to  cover  the  costs  of  merging 
EnviroTech  Pumpsystems,  the  American 
specialist  pumps  group  bought  for  £135 
million  last  September,  with  its  existing 
businesses.  This  helped  to  drag  Weir's 
pre-tax  profits  down  to  £30.6  million  in 
the  year  to  December  31,  compared  with 
£375  million  in  the  previous  year. 


EnviroTech  contributed  £32  million  to 
operating  profits. 

The  reorganisation  of  the  group's  pump 
activities  is  expected  to  save  about  £5 
million  a year.  Weir,  which  employs 
about  8200  people,  expects  net  job  losses 
from  the  restructuring  to  amount  to  about 
32a  with  some  people  employed  else- 
where in  the  group. 

Turnover,  boosted  by  the  EnviroTech 
acquisition,  rose  to  £4755  million  (£449 
million).  New  orders  booked  in  1994 
stood  at  £462  million  (£470  million  in 
1993).  but  the  company  said  1994 
finished  strongly  with  orders  of  £166 
million  in  the  last  quarter.  Competition 


dragged  down  margins  at  the  group’s 

said:  “There  is 
plenty  of  work  around  in  most  of  our 
markets,  especially  in  power.  The  difficul- 
ty is  it's  a pretty  competitive  situation  and 
were  not  inclined  to  push  for  turnover  for 
its  own  sake.  It’s  not  easy  to  get  work  at 
the  margins  we  want" 

There  is  a final  dividend  of  4.9p 
• (4575p),  payable  on  June  15,  giving  6.96p 
(65p)  for  the  year,  from  earnings  of  13p 
(163p)  a share.  Weir  shares  feu  14p  to 

226p. 


engineering  products. 
Lord  Weir,  chairman. 


Tempos,  page  24 


Matthews 
record 
may  bring 
new  bids 

By  Martin  Barrow 

RECORD  profits  at  Ber- 
nard Matthews,  the  poul- 
try and  meat  processing 
company,  could  pave  the 
way  for  further  acqmsi- 
tions-  Despite  spending 
£13.67  million  on  two  deals 
last  year,  the  company’s 
balance  sheet  remained 
strong,  with  gearing  of  just 
20  percent 

Bernard  Matthews, 
chairman,  said:  "We  are 
wefl  placed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  any  further  oppor- 
tunities that  may  arise.” 

In  the  year  to  January  ] 
the  company  increased 
. profits  to  £185  million 
before  tax  from  £1136  mil- 
lion. There  was  a £5.9 
million  contribution  from 
newly  acquired  com- 
panies. including  Turner's 
Turkeys,  purchased  in 
January  1994.  Group  turn- 
over advanced  to  £28353 
million  from  £19453  mil- 
lion. with  acquisitions 
accounting  for  £62.78 
million. 

Heavy  discounting  of 
oven-ready  turkeys  by  re- 
tailers at  Christinas  result- 
ed in  a significant  increase 
in  consumption,  but  had 
no  adverse  impact  on  Ber- 
nard Matthews's  selling 
prices. 

During  the  year,  safes 
within  the  core  added  val- 
ue turkey  business  in  Brit- 
ain increased  by  10  per 
cent  Profitability  declined 
in  the  red  meals  division, 
reflecting  the  downward 
trend  in  red  meat  con- 
sumption, but  the  com- 
pany still  expects  to  begin 
distributing  a range  of 
lamb  products  supplied  by 
Advanced  Foods,  an  acqui- 
sition in  New  Zealand  in 
1994. 

There  is  a final  dividend 
of  U&p,  due  May  5,  mak- 
ing a total  of  3.14p  for  the 
year  (2L5p),  payable  from 
earnings  of  1032p  a share 
(627p). 


Battered  Blenheim 
forsakes  takeovers 

By  Martin  Waller 


BLENHEIM,  the  exhibitions 
organiser  known  in  the  past 
for  its  explosive  growth,  is 
turning  away  from  acquisi- 
tions after  what  Neville  Buch. 
the  chairman,  described  as 
"the  most  challenging  year  in 
the  group's  history.” 

Blenheim  was  announcing 
1994  figures  that  were  signifi- 
cantly lower  than  1993  after  a 
heavier  than  expected  market 
downturn  in  France  and  rc- 


Buch:  “challenging  year” 


structuring  costs.  Pre-tax  prof- 
its fed  from  £45.2  million  to 
£303  million  after  £4  million 
of  one-off  expenses. 

The  market  had  been  prim- 
ed for  die  fall  by  a profits 
warning  in  January,  and  the 
shares  gained  23p  to  197p  as 
investors  assumed  the  bad 
news  was  finally  out  of  die 
way.  They  plunged  from  well 
above  £2  after  January’s  warn- 
ing, the  third  in  recent  years. 

Blenheim  is  holding  its 
final  dividend  at  &85p  to 
make  a total  up  from  I035p  to 
1035p.  paid  on  earnings  down 
from  29.4p  to  15  tip. 

A total  of  70  jobs  have  gone, 
out  of  a workforce  of  860, 
since  the  start  of  1995  and 
Staffan  Svenby.  managing  di- 
rector. said  it  was  probable 
that  more  would  go  this  year. 
Mr  Buch  added:  "With  the 
emphasis  on  oi^^anfe  develop- 
ment, growth  by  acquisition  is 
not  expected  to  form  as  signif- 
icant a part  of  our  strategy 
during  1995  as  in  past  years." 

Tempos,  page  24 


Lloyds  Bank 
Credit  Card  Rates 

With  effect  from  31  March  1995  the  following  rates  of  interest  will  apply; 

i 

I Monthly  Rate  APR 

Lloyds  Bank  Access  1.57%  22.0%* 

Lloyds  Bank  Gold  Card  1.15%  16.5%** 

* typical  APR  baaed  on  a Emit  of  £1,000  ndufiog  annua!  fee. 

—Typical  APR  based  on  a Emit  of  £2^00  inrtaefing  anneal  fee. 

Lloyds 
Bank 

THE  THOROUGHBRED  BANK. 

Lloyds  Bank  Pic,  71  Lombard  Street,  London  EC3P  3BS. 
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Shares  beat  U S gloom  to 
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SHARE  prices  on  the  London 
stock  market  made  another 
positive  performance,  despite 
a gloomy  set  of  US  trade 
figures  which  pulled  the  rug 
from  under  the  dollar  and  left 
bonds  nursing  sizeable  losses. 

The  FT-SE  100  index  closed 
at  its  third  consecutive  high 
for  the  year,  but  it  was  a close 
run  thing,  having  reversed  an 
earlier  fall  of  almost  11  points 
to  finish  4.7  up  at  3,139.7.  The 
absence  of  institutional  selling 
encouraged  traders.  They  said 
there  was  evidence  to  indicate 
that  the  profits  from  Glaxo’s 
bid  for  Wellcome  continue  to 
be  ploughed  back  into  the 
market  place.  But  turnover 
levels  fell  short  of  those  record- 
ed earlier  this  week  with  fewer 
than  600  million  shares 
traded. 

Publication  of  the  minutes 
of  Chancellor  Kenneth  Car- 
te's meeting  with  Eddie 
George,  the  Bank  of  England 
Governor  last  month,  which 
resulted  in  a rise  in  interest 
rates,  were  discounted. 

British  Steel  was  a weak 
market,  dipping  3*2  p to  156p 
as  NatWest  Securities,  the 
broker,  began  advising  clients 
to  sell.  Sentiment  also  reflect- 
ed a fall  in  steel  prices  in  the 
US.  Edward  Hadas,  at  Nat- 
West,  has  been  negative  on  the 
steel  industry  for  some  time, 
because  he  thinks  that  the 
cycle  will  be  shorter  than 
expected.  He  said  that  price 
reductions  in  the  US  suggest 
that  the  cyde  may  already  be 
over,  with  weakness  in  Ameri- 
ca expected  to  spread  into 
Asia,  and  eventually  to 
Europe.  He  expects  steel 
prices  to  keep  rising  through 
1995  and  into  1996.  but  price 
weakness  is  expected  later  in 
1996. 

Eurotnnnd  fell  lOp  to  245p, 
as  a number  of  bearish  stories 
began  doing  the  rounds,  in- 
cluding talk  that  die  banks 
may  not  furnish  the  cash 
previously  promised.  In  May. 
shareholders  stumped  up 
£860  million  of  extra  funds 
along  with  a promise  by  the 
banks  to  provide  a further 
£700  million  of  capital  debt 
But  with  income  falling  below 
forecast  levels,  it  is  feared  the 
banks  are  developing  cold  feet 
Concern  is  growing  in  the 
Square  Mile  that  the  company 
may  have  to  turn  to  its 
shareholders  yet  again. 

Hsons,  where  recent  dispos- 
als have  prompted  bid  specu- 
lation, firmed  2p  to 
167pboosted  by  a buy  recom- 
mendation from  James  CapeL 
There  is  also  mounting  spear- 


_ \ SV% 


Rights  issue  fears  put  Eurotunnel  on  the  down  line 


lation  that  another  deal  is 
imminent 

American  investors  again 
chased  shares  of  the  big 
tobacco  companies  higher  as 
worries  about  the  damage  to 
profits  caused  by  litigation 
and  pressure  from  the  anti- 
smoking  lobby  continued  to 
susbside.  BAT  Industries  fin- 
ished 6*2  p higher  at  437*2 p. 

Telspec  finned  3p  to  378p. 


NFC  the  transport  and  logis- 
tics group,  celebrated  the  ap- 
pointment of  Gerry  Murphy, 
its  new  chief  executive,  with  a 
riseof4pto!69p.  He  will  have 
the  unenviable  job  of  halting 
the  slide  in  the  group's  for- 
tunes that  pre-empted  the 
departure  of  Peter  Sherlock  in 
August.  At  the  same  time  NFC 
has  revealed  a 30  per  cent 
decline  in  first-quarter  profits 


p&O  finished  14p  dearer  at  580p,  partly  reflecting  mounting 
concern  over  further  financing  for  Eurotunnel,  its  cross-Chan- 
nel rival  Brokers  said  the  rise  was  also  due  at  least  1 million 
shares  bring  cleared.  A line  of  500,000  went  through  at  578*2 
late  on.  accompanied  by  several  smaller  lines  totalling  600.000. 


with  Credit  Lyonnais  Laing 
keen  on  the  shares  and  talking 
of  further  gains.  Bo  water 
climbed  7p  to  437p  in  the  wake 
of  Tuesday’s  profits  news, 
with  talk  of  a BZW  buy 
recommendation. 

James  Capel  was  also  said 
to  be  pushing  Nurdin  & 
Peacock,  unchanged  at  170p. 
after  it  announced  the  disposal 
Mi  Tuesday  of  its  Cargo  Club 
operation. 


to  £20.4  million  and  warns 
that  further  provisions  will  be 
needed 

Shares  in  the  regional  elec- 
tricity companies  were  volatile 
before  Friday’s  offer  an- 
nouncement on  possible  fur- 
ther tightening  on  pricing,  but 
analysts  said  they  were  un- 
aware of  any  leaks,  and  saw 
no  pattern  in  the  buying.  East 
Midlands,  which  came  out 
well  from  the  regulators  last 


BRITISH  STEEL:  SHARES  ON  THE  SLIDE 
AFTER  SELL  RECOMMENDATION 


Share  price  j: 


FT  ali-shara 
index 
(rebased) 


Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jut  Aug  Sap  Oct  Nov  Dec' Jan  Fab  Mar 


review,  was  among  the  best 
performers,  adding  20p  to 
63lp.  while  Manweb,  one  of 
those  to  be  hit  hard  climbed 
1 Ip  to  657p.  Elsewhere.  North- 
ern shone  15p  brighter  at 
760p. 

Continued  bid  speculation 
helped  SG  Warburg  add  6p  to 
72Sp.  But  Aijo  Wiggins 
dipped  6p  to  242p  as  bid  hopes 
continued  to  fade  after  Mon- 
day’s denial  by  40  per  cent 
shareholder  St  Louis  that  it 
intended  to  sell  its  stake. 

Among  companies  report- 
ing. Barratt  Developments 
fell  7p  to  178p,  in  spite  of  a 42 
per  cent  advance  in  first-half 
pre-tax  profits,  as  the  com- 
pany said  it  expected  difficult 
second  half  conditions.  Smith 
New  Court  was  said  to  have 
changed  its  stance  to  a hold 
fioma  buy. 

Bernard  Matthews  climb- 
ed lip  to  114p  after  a strong 
upturn  in  turkey  sales  helped 
the  company  to  record  full- 
year  pre-tax  profits  up  65  per 
cent  to  £18.6  million. 

Blenheim  Group,  die  exhi- 
bitions organiser,  rose  23p  to 
197p  after  it  accompanied  low- 
er full-year  profits  with  signs 
of  recovery  in  all  its  markets 
since  the  year-end. 

Shares  in  Bolton  Group*  the 
property  group,  surged  9 bp  to 
21p  after  news  that  Hong 
Kong-based  China  Strategic 
Holdings  is  to  underwrite  a 
two-for-seven  cash  call  at  23p  a 
share.  Bolton  will  have  up  to 
£4.7  million  injected  into  it 
with  a conditional  placing  of  a 
further  13.2  million  shares  at 
23p.  raising  £3.04  million  to 
help  expansion.  China  Strate- 
gic’s stoke  will  not  exceed 
29.99  per  cent 

□ GILT-EDGED:  Losses 
overnight  among  US  Treasury 
Bonds  provided  the  signal  for 
London  investors  to  trice  prof- 
its. Losses  accelerating  after 
publication  of  the  latest  US 
trade  deficit  They  later  stead- 
ied to  close  a few  ticks  off  the 
bottom.  In  the  futures  pit  the 
June  long  gilt  fell  £,7/32  to 
£10229/s2  as  a total  of  47.000 
contracts  were  completed. 

Among  conventional  issues, 
the  longer  end  bore  the  brunt 
of  the  falls,  with  Treasury  8 
per  cent  2013  losing  E2,/3i  at 
£96s  / 32,  while  in  shorts.  Trea- 
sury 8 per  cent  2000  drifted 
£9/i6  to  £987/32. 

□ NEW  YORK:  Wall  Street 
shares  were  lower.  Analysts 
said  the  market  was  tired, 
with  nothing  driving  it  At 
midday,  the  Dow  Jones  indus- 
trial average  was  down  138  at 
4.07123. 
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An  absolute  freight 


A PUFF  of  white  smoke  has  finally  emerged 
from  NFC's  boardroom  as  a new  chief 
executive  steps  up  to  tackle  the  company's 
deep-seated  failings.  It  is  well  that  Sir 
Christopher  Bland,  the  chairman,  has  chosen 
a young  man.  since  the  task  promises  to  be 
long  and  arduous. 

Gerry  Murphy,  aged  39.  comes  with  an 
impeccable  corporate  pedigree,  having  risen 
through  GrandMet  and  then  revitalised 
Green  core,  the  Irish  food  company.  But  NFC 
presents  a far  greater  challenge,  since  there 
are  not  many  companies  with  such  strong 
core  brands  and  businesses  that  seem  so 
incapable  of  turning  that  potential  into  profit. 

The  new  management  has  already  suffered 
a popularity  setback  by  flying  in  the  face  of 
corporate  fashion  and  abandoning  quarterly 
reporting.  NFC  believes  its  shareholders  do 


not  gain  much  from  quarterly  reporting.  The 
shareholders  mav  think  otherwise. 

But  the  Bland  and  Murphy  partnership 
will  be  mainly  judged  on  its  ability  to  drive 
NFCs  earnings,  however  rductant  it  is  to 
publish  (he  information.  The  couple  have  the 
benefit  of  starting  at  a low  ebb.  ln  the  first 
quarter.  NFC  generated  a profit  of  only  £22.8 
million  from  a turnover  of  £640  million,  a 
margin  of  just  3.5  per  cent. 

To  improve  on  that.  Mr  Murphy  will  need 
10  take  an  axe  to  the  group's  cx*st  structure. 
NFCs  feudal  structure  has  allow  it  to  accu- 
mulate too  much  middle  management  and 
underused  facilities.  One  of  Mr  Murphys 
first  tasks  will  be  to  announce  vast  provisions 
this  summer  to  pay  for  the  overhaul.  Until 
then,  it  is  too  early  to  rate  the  shares  a buy,  but 
they'  have  the  makings  of  a recovery  stock. 


Barratt 

THE  City  treated  Barraffs 
interim  figures  yesterday 
with  disbelief.  Investors  sim- 
ply could  not  understand 
how  the  group  increased  its 
sales  volumes  17  per  cent 
and  widened  margins  by 
more  than  a full  percentage 
point  when  the  housing  mar- 
ket is  so  flat  Such  lack  of 
faith  sparked  a 6 per  cent 
slump  in  the  share  price, 
regardless  of  the  25  per  cent 
rise  in  the  dividend  to  Z5p. 

Sir  Lawrie  Barratt  the 
chairman,  does  not  dispute 
the  fact  that  conditions  in  the 
housebuilding  industry  are 
miserable.  But  be  insists  that 
his  company  is  stripping 
market  share  away  from  the 
contractors  and  the  unquot- 
ed independents  that  do  not 
have  the  financial  resources 
to  expand  the  building 
volumes. 

Barratt  continues  to  dis- 


Blenheim 

BLENHEIM'S  share  price 
surge  yesterday,  on  the  back 
of  an  announcement  that 
only  emphasises  what  a slow 
business  further  volume  and 
profit  growth  is  going  to  be.  is 
hardly  going  to  bring  much 
relief  to  shareholders  who 
are  sitting  on  thumping 
losses  after  the  travails  of  the 
past  year,  and  the  market's 
mood  will  continue  to  be  one 
of  disenchantment. 

At  the  heart  of  the  Blen- 
heim enigma  has  always 
been  how  much  of  the  past 
rapid  volume  increases  have 
come  from  organic  growth 
and  how  much  from  a relent- 
less drive  for  acquisitions. 
That  debate  has  now  been 
rendered  meaningless  by  the 
forced  end  of  that  acquisition 
policy,  so  further  growth  will 
perforce  be  slow.  Blenheim 
will  expand  into  new  markets 
only  by  means  of  joinr  ven- 
tures, while  the  scope  for 
adding  volume  to  its  existing 
exhibitions  is  limited. 

Small  wonder  that  the 


count  its  houses  aggressive- 
ly. using  special  mortgage 
offers  and  other  promotions. 
This  is  likely  to  slow  further 
margin  growth  but  the 
group  looks  more  than  capa- 
ble of  hitting  its  target  of 
S.000  sales  a year  in  two 
years.  Land  purchases  are 
likely  to  rise  by  80  per  cent 
this  year  to  £180  million  but 
Barratt  can  fund  the  growth 


from  operating  cash  flow. 
BarratTs  determination  not 
ro  resort  to  a rights  issue 
during  the  recession  is  now 
paying  off.  With  a smaller 
equity  base,  the  prospects  for 
dividend  growth  look  better 
than  that  for  other  house- 
builders.  If  investors  can 
suspend  their  disbelief,  they 
will  see  that  the  shares,  on  a 
5.4  per  cent  yield,  look  cheap. 


HAUNTED  HOUSEBUILDING  f 28°P 


FTaB-sbare 

Index 

(rebased) 


1 ; 1 : ; r* r " I — ■ , *|  -f—  - 
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market’s  forecasts  of  £33 
million  pre-tax  this  year  are  a 
reduction  from  the  figure 
excluding  exceptional  in 
1994.  given  that  there  will 
probably  be  further  reorgan- 
isation costs.  The  shares 
therefore  sell  on  1 1 times’  this 
year’s  earnings,  while  few 
are  brave  enough,  after  the 
shocks  of  the  past,  to  venture 
a figure  for  1996. 

Weir  Group 

LAST  September's  acquisi- 
tion of  EnviroTech  came  in 
the  nick  of  time  for  Weir 
Group.  Without  it  the  1994 
figures  would  have  been 
bleak,  with  falling  sales,  mar- 
gin pressure  and  a 10  per  cent 
fall  in  underlying  earnings. 

Weir  blames  tough  pricing 
by  German  and  Japanese 
competitors  and  indifferent 
markets  for  its  lacklustre  per- 
formance in  1994.  The  situa- 
tion has  picked  up  since  Jan- 
uary. thanks  partly  to  the 
addition  of  EnviroTech.  The 
current  year  should  see  the 
group  expand  turnover,  ex- 


cluding associates,  by  more 
than  a third  to  pass  £600  mil- 
lion. Sterling’s  renewed 
weakness  has  meanwhile  re- 
inforced Weir’s  advantages 
in  overseas  markets. 

EnviroTech’s  range  of  slur- 
ry pumps  fits  well  with 
Weir's  dear  water  pumps, 
and  the  combination  should 
generate  significant  benefits 
once  it  is  welded  together.  Be- 
fore that,  there  is  some 
rationalisation  needed, 
which  will  cost  three  quarters 
of  last  year's  provision. 

Meanwhile  the  group  will 
have  to  service  a 20  per  cent 
larger  equity  base  this  year 
after  its  rights  issue  seven 
months  ago.  Hence  Weir's  in- 
sistence that  1995  will  be  a 
year  of  consolidation.  Assum- 
ing earnings  mark  time  this 
year  as  Weir  digests  its  new 
operations,  the  shares  stand 
on  an  earnings  multiple  of  14. 
That  is  not  dear  but  there  are 
other  companies  in  the  engi- 
neering sector  whose  growth 
looks  more  dynamic. 

Edited  by  Neil  Bennett 
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COMMODITY  EXCHANGE 
COCOA 

MAT  ...  963960  MV KXJB-KDb 

May 975474  Jul UM8-KH5 

Jul 985-984  Sep 1057-1055 

Sep 99M95  Dec 1072-1071 

Dec 1000-1007 

Mar 1025-1024  volume  10509 

ROBUSTA  COFFEES) 
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May 3160-3165  Jan 3025-3000 
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MEAT  & LIVESTOCK 
COMMISSION 

average  faotocfc  prices  at  representative 
markets  on  Much  21 


1CTS-LOR  (London  6O0pmJ 
CRUDE  OILS  6 /barrel  FOB) 
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Apr i 2305123.7$ 

BIFFEX  (GNlUd$10/pq 


High 

LOW 

dose 

Mar  95 
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Mv  32  Mir  21 
midday  dose 


Mar  22  Mar  21 
midday  dose 


Add  DOITl  500 
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2714.90-Z724.70  9-12d5  X-34ds 

22244-2^275  0J2-O.45dS  0560.7203 
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31  3.700 

ASDA  Gp  10X00 
Abbey  Natl  2600 
AUd  Dorn  962 
Argyll  Gp  2-300 
AQOWlggn  3.700 
AB  FDOdS  56 
BAA  U03 

BAT  Inds  6b00 
BOC  1.600 

BP  8XX30 

BTR  7300 

BT  5X00 

Bk  Of  Scot  UOO 
Barclays  3joo 
Bass  1500 

Blue  Clide  1.800 
Boots  1.800 
Bawaier  1J00 
Brit  Aero  516 

Bril  Alrwys  3.600 

Bru  Gas  3.700 

Brit  Steel  1 3 XXX) 

Burmah  Cast  2B2 
Cable  wire  5 JOO 
Cadbury  2/000 
Caradon  1600 
Carl  ion  Cms  1.000 
Cm  Union  1 JOO 
Couraulds  840 
De  La  Rue  694 
Eastern  Elec  1X00 
EnierprOII  790 
Forte  1,100 
GKN  [JOO 

GR£  1.900 
GUS  3.100 

Gen  acc  1^00 
Gen  Elec  i600 
Glaxo  lOOOO 
Granada  I.7D0 
GrandMet  5,700 
Guinness  3,100 
HSBC  1000 
Hanson  6.600 
ICI  2.W» 

indicape  825 
Kingfisher  IJOO 
Ladbroke  £800 
Land  Secs  I JOO 


Legal  A Gn 

Lloyds  Bk 
MEPC 
Marks  Spr 
Natwst  Bk 
Nai  Power 
Nih  Wst  w 

pao 

Pearson 

PowerGen 

Prudential 

RMC 

RTZ 

Rank  Org 
Reddtt  Col 
Bedland 
Seed  ini) 
ReniokJ) 
Reuters 
Rolfs  Royce 
Ryl  1ns 
Ryl  Bk  Scot 
sainsbury 
Schraders 
scot  & New 
Scot  Power 
Sears 
SvmTreni 
shell  Trans 
Slebe 
SmKJ  Ben 
Smith  Nph 
Sdim  Elec 
5td  Grand 
Sun  Allnce 
nGp 
TSB 

Tate  & Lyle 
Tcsco 
Thames  w 

Tbm  EMI 

To  mid  ns 

Unilever 

utdBisc 

vodalone 

Warburg 

Whitbread 

wums  Hid 

Wolseley 

Zeneca 


AMP  Inc 

3M. 

36*. 

AM*  Corp 

63'. 

63% 

at  a t 

52'. 

52% 

Abbott  labs 

jr. 

JT*. 

Advanced  Mian 

33% 

34 

Aetna  ufe 

55% 

55% 

Alunanson  (HF1 

17*. 

ir. 

Air  Prod  a Chctn  4ff. 

49% 

Albenson-s 

30*. 

31% 

Alcan  Alumnm 

2b 

25*. 

Aka  Standard 

69% 

69*. 

Allied  Signal 

W% 

», 

Alum  Co  of  Am 

38'. 

JT, 

Amu  Gold  Inc 

5% 

5% 

Amerada  Hen 

47*. 

47% 

Amer  Brands 

J7% 

37% 

Araer  □ Power 

31% 

32 

Amer  EApress 

xr. 

32% 

Amer  Gen!  Corp 

31% 

Jl'i 

amer  Home  Pr 

74 

73% 

Amer  ind 

105*. 

ias% 

Amer  Stores 

24% 

24% 

AmertiKb 

41% 

41*. 

Amoco 

60% 

60% 

Anheuser-Buseb 

57 

ST. 

Apple  computer 

18 

36*. 

Archer  Daniels 

18'. 

19 

Arm  co 

ff. 

7 

Ajrnsrmg  win 

44% 

45 

Asaroo 

24*. 

AstiUnd  00 

32*. 

3?, 

All  UdilMd 

113 

112% 

Auto  Dim  pto 

A4 

«H*. 

Amy  Dennison 

39% 

39% 

Avon  Products 

57*i 

57*. 

Baker  Hushs 

19% 

19% 

BaUm  Gas  A El 

23 

V*T 

Banc  One 

27*. 

27% 

aankAmerlca 

48 

4T. 

Bank  of  NY 

». 

30*. 

Bankets  Tr  NY 

53*. 

53 

BarrMt  Bonks 

44% 

44% 

BivdcIi  A Lomb 

35% 

35 

amer  inn 

33 

34 

Bean  DkSassn 

55*. 

54*. 

Bdl  Adamic 

51% 

51% 

aell  industries 

22*. 

22% 

Bd  South 

SB'. 

S8% 

Black  A Decker 

28*. 

». 

Block  IHUU 

42*. 

43% 

Boang 

48*. 

49% 

Boise  Cascade 

31*. 

32% 

Bib&d  Myra  Sq 

M'. 

W 

Browning  Ferns 

33 

33% 

Bninswic* 

20. 

so. 

Baillngem  Nlhn 

57', 

56% 

CBS 

67 

67*. 

CNA  FtnandaJ 

74*. 

75 

CTC  Inti 

55% 

55*. 

CSX 

7ff. 

JT. 

Campbell  Soup 

49>. 

49% 

Can  Pariflc 

14% 

14*. 

Cpn  ana  ABC 

88*. 

«0 

Carolina  pnr 

27 

27 

cuerpllhr 

set. 

SV. 

Central  A $w 

23*. 

23*. 

Clara pton  iral 

30% 

38% 

Chase  Manhat 

34*. 

34*. 

Chemical  Bk 

38*. 

38*. 

Chemei  »rp 

48% 

47\ 

Cluysier 

38*. 

38*. 

Chubb  Corp 

79', 

79% 

Cigna  Corp 

75*. 

76 

aitorp 

42% 

42% 

Oora 

bl 

«% 

Coastal  Co  ip 

27*. 

27% 

Coca  Cola 

S9 

58% 

CotgaK-Palmolhre 

67 

<6% 

Columbia  Gas 

26% 

26% 

Compaq  Comp 

34% 

33% 

Comp  ass  iru 

62% 

«% 

conagra 

33% 

33% 

Conrall 

53% 

53% 

One  Edison 

26*. 

V 

cents  Net  Gas 

37% 

37% 

Cooper  lads 

38*. 

39% 

coming  Inc 

33% 

33*. 

Crown  Cork 

43% 

44 

Dana  corp 

23% 

or. 

Dayton  Hudson 

6*. 

69-. 

Wet* 

77*. 

77 

Delia  Mr  Lines 

5B% 

SO. 

Deluu  Corp 

28% 

28 

Derail  Edison 

2ff. 

26% 

Dtghal  Equip 

31% 

31*. 

DU  lard  Dept  St 

25. 

25% 

DBHey  [Wahl 

55% 

55% 

Dominion  La 

15% 

35*. 

Doneuey  ikb) 

35% 

35% 

□over  corp 

6] 

61 

Dow  Qcmlcal 

cr. 

6B% 

Dow  Joaa 

37*, 

J7*. 

Dresser 

2ff. 

27. 

Duke  Power 

38% 

38% 

Dun  A Brdstieel 

52*. 

S3 

du  nonr 

57*, 

H 

Eastman  Kodak 

51% 

52 

Eaton  crop 

49*. 

W 

Emenon  Elec 

65 

64% 

Engrihard  Osrp 

27% 

a 

Eoran  cwp  jb 
Eniersy  JO 

Ethyl  Carp  10% 
Eoon  65% 

FMC  Corp  58% 

FPL  Group  34% 
Federal  Express  65 
F«i  Nai  Mrge  76% 

First  QUcxgo  48% 

Flm  imenare  76% 

First  Union  any  7% 
Flea  uni  Cip  Jl% 
Fluor  corp  46% 
Ford  Moor  3 

GTE  Carp  37% 

Gwurnr  S3% 

Gap  Inc  Del  3i>. 

Gen  Oynuntes  4S-. 

Gen  Elearic  S31- 

Gen  Mills  61% 

Gen  Motors  41 

Gen  Bdnsunuice  131% 
Gen  Signal  3S% 
Genuine  Pins  P* 
Georgia  P*e  74% 
CDWt  &JS 

GIBE)  ADR  23% 
Goodrich  rBFl  44% 

Goodyear  Tire  34% 

Gnus  (WAR)  w, 
Gn  ah  pk  Tea  2?. 
Grew  wstn  Fin  17% 
HDUOunon  .v, 
Harcoun  General  34*. 
Hrim  (HJi  yr, 

Hercules  47*. 

Hcnli^  Foods  51% 
Hewleu  Packard  izz*. 

HUion  Hotels  w. 

Home  Depot  43% 

Hnmcaate  Mng  17% 
Konowell  36% 

Household  Inti  42% 
Houston  Inds  J7% 

Humana  24% 

ITT  Coip  101%  , 

Ifllnots  TDOt  44". 

lUlnova  22 % 

rnco  26 

mwsuU  Rand  30>. 

inland  SM  24% 

mid  Corp  83% 

IBM  82 

Ind  Dav  ft  Fr  51% 

Ind  Paper  tr. 

Jam**  River  va  24'- 

Jhnsn  a jhnsn  61% 

& a 

Xlmbertvoark  52 

Kman  13v 

KDlghHUddo-  59. 

Lilly  (EID  TO. 

Limned  inc  in 

UN  Ftdatng  121%  | 

Lincoln  Nbi  40’. 

Uffan  jy, 

LB  ctaibonw  15 

Lockheed  Martin  sy, 

Imibhna  Pac  25 

MO  Comm  19", 

Manlon  mi  34 

Maiso  a McLnn  V. 

corp  24% 

May  Deprsr  36 

MayiagCWp  16-. 

McDonalds  34'. 

McDonneU  D 55% 

Mtfitn  Hin  ti% 

Mead  Corp  531. 

Medtronic  yx 

Mellon  Bk  jr. 

MrivUlf  ^ x 

Men*  inc  44% 

Merrill  ifncn 
Mbmesou  Mbw  56>. 

Mobil  corp  Rs% 

Monsamo  79. 

Morgan  ufl  Sj-, 

Moumna  me  5,% 

N«U  Medical  m.  , 
"»u  semi  17 

wan  Seivto  ind  27 

J«ri»ar  im  12% 

Bancorp  30% 

L"*»«a  22% 

Newmont  Mug  «% 

"ft  Mobawu  13% 

Nik  a 74 

nl  uiousote  131, 

Know  5% 

Nordstrom  38** 

Norfolk  Biiun  ; 

Ntbn  State  Pwr  43%  , 

Norweu  corp  24%  , 

Nyna  corp  «b, 

2£*w3p« 

2““  “tau  ip% 

Otarir  sysiems  33 

“9^  Energy  co  11%  ' 


1 l Yeflow  corp  i7% 
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Little  jobs 
for  the  boys 

LEONA  HELMSLEY,  the 
New  York  hotel  billion- 
airess.  known  as  the 
Queen  of  Mean,  will  for 
ever  and  a day  be  remem- 
bered as  the  one  who 
dismissively  said  “only  the 
little  people  pay  taxes”. 
Similarly.  Ed  Wallis  of 
PowerGen  will  be  remem- 
bered in  the  City  as  die 
man  who  told  a Commons 
inquiry  that  he  earns 
£36,000  on  top  of  his 
£300.000  salary  for  three 
"little  jobs"  requiring  just 
four  days’  work  a year. 
Wallis’  pocket-money 
looks  to  be  nice  work  if  you 
can  get  it.  though  several 
non-executive  directors  in- 
sist they  really  have  to 
work  hard.  The  Royal 
Bank  of  Scotland  has  19 
directors  on  its  board,  of 
whom  11  are  non-execs. 
They  collect  a basic 
£10.000.  But  at  least  they 
are  required  to  attend  IS 
meetings  a year.  The  Tele- 
graph tops  the  table  for 
appointments  of  non-execs 
with  17  out  of  a board  of  23. 
However,  it  remains  their 
secret  what  they  are  paid 
and  what  hours  they 
serve.  Sir  Richard  Green- 
buiy,  chairman  of  Maries 
& Spencer,  holds  only  two 
non-exec  posts  — Lloyds 
Bank  and  Zeneca.  Peter 
George,  chief  executive  of 
Lad  broke  Group  used  to 
hold  the  British  record  for 
being  on  the  board  of  212 
companies,  essentially  all 
within  Ladbroke.  He  has 
since  slimmed  down  to 
six.  Meanwhile.  Rudolph 
Agnew.  formerly  of  Con- 
solidated Gold  Helds,  is 
non-exec  chairman  of  five 
companies  and  a non-exec 
director  of  another  three 
and  says  the  secret  of  not 
getting  your  office  diary 
muddled  is  to  have  a geni- 
us of  a secretary.  Perhaps. 
he  win  most  be  remember- 
ed for  saying:  "It  is  not  a 
requirement  of  die  Com- 
panies Act  to  have  intelli- 
gence to  be  a director.” 


BANK  OF 

ENGLAND 

NEW  TERMS  AND 
conditions 


"No,  nothing  about  sex" 

Up  sticks 

THOSE  looking  for  a 
good  return  on  their  art  in- 
vestments may  be  cheered 
by  the  results  of  today’s 
sale  at  Christie’s  of  no  less 
than  14  paintings  by  L S. 
Lowry.  Collected  by  a cler- 
gyman — the  late  Rev 
Geoffrey  Bennett  — they 
are  likely  to  show  com- 
pound interest  growth 
rates  of  IS  to  17  percent.  It 
may  encourage  pension 
funds  to  follow  British 
Rail’s  example  of  several 
years  ago  of  investing  in 
art  However,  they  would 
have  to  have  a keen  eye  to 
spot  contemporary  artists 
early-  Bennett  bought  his 
first  Lowry  for  just : £5  in 
1934  — The  Organ  Gnnd- 
er  - expected  to  make 
*30.000  plus  but  had  to 
pay  £50  for  Punch  and 
judv  in  1948.  which  should 
fetch  a cool  £80.000. 

Funny  money 

LLOYDS  BANK  made 
sure  one  of  its  customers 
can  clear  his  overdraft  on 
Tuesday  night  when  it 
named  Terry  Johnson  as 
ST  first  Floyds  Private 
Banking  PlaywngW  Jj*® 

Year.  The  author  of  Dead 

s-teriFsss 

cheque  his  contact  with  the 

event’s  sponsor  was  u.sual- 

fv  a letter  telling  £ 

J5as  overdrawn  and  dhargr 

ingfhiui  for  tfie  privilege  of 

receiving  if. 

Co  UN  Campbell 


ECONOMIC  VIEW 


JANET  BUSK 


Free-floaters  challenge 
need  for  currency  fix 


Currency 


turmoil  sparks 
same  debate 


THE  HARD  CURRENCY  CONUNDRUM 


in  Europe 


and  Latin 


America 


It  has  become  a new  year 
ritual  for  Euro-enthus- 
iasts to  declare  that  their 
dream  of  economic  and 
monetary  union  is  intact. 

This  year  being  no  excep- 
tion, a few  blithe  words  about 
being  prepared  for  EMU  in 
1997  have  been  enough  to  prod 
the  roguish  traders  of  the 
foreign-exchange  markets  into 
action.  The  gulf  between  Eu- 
rope’s hard  and  soft  currencies 
has  gaped  open  again. 

A cynic  might  suggest  that 
by  definition,  forex  dealers  are 
opposed  to  the  single  currency 
because  it  puts  them  out  of  a 
job.  Cavalier  they  may  be.  bur 
they  have  displayed  a high 
degree  of  rationality  in  the 
recent  history  of  the  exchange- 
rate  mechanism. 

Britain  was  saddled  with  a 
hopelessly  overtight  monetary 
policy  while  in  the  ERM. 
which  deepened  and  pro- 
longed the  recession.  France,  a 
stubborn  survivor  of  two  ma- 
jor attacks  against  the  franc  in 
as  many  years,  has  a horren- 
dous budget  deficit  unem- 
ployment above  12  per  cent 
and  the  awesome  prospect  of 
rising  German  interest  rates 
in  the  months  ahead. 

Fiance  is  facing  its  harshest 
test  yet  whatever  the  outcome 
of  presidential  elections  at  the 
end  of  next  month.  If  Edouard 
Balladur  wins,  the  franc  policy 
may  remain  intact  but  there 
are  real  doubts  whether  the 
French  can  stand  the  pain  and 
whether  the  markets  will  let 
them. 

Monetary  policy  will  get 
even  tighter  as  French  rates 
follow  Germany’s.  There  Is 
also  a potential  double- wham- 
my on  the  fiscal  side.  The 
budget  deficit  needs  to  be 
brought  down.  But  there  also 
needs  to  be  structural  reform 
of  business  taxation,  transfer- 
ring it  from  unemployment- 
creating  social  security 
charges  to  other  more  visible 
taxes. 

Victory  for  Jacques  Chirac 
may  imply  relative  neglect  of 
France's  deficit  problem  and 
concentration  on  cutting  un- 
employment, although  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  French 
establishment  and  the  inde- 
pendent Bank  of  France  would 
go  silently.  If  M Chirac  were  to 
address  the  pain  of  France's 
domestic  economy,  he  might 
well  compromise  France's  fit- 
ness to  meet  the  Maastricht 
convergence  criteria. 

That  would  decisively  tip  the 
balance  against  the  single 
currency  at  least  for  this 
century.  For  now,  the  French 
establishment  continues  to  ar- 
gue that  the  latest  attack  on 
currencies  out  of  the  core  mark 
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dub  strengthens,  not  weakens, 
the  argument  for  a single 
currency.  In  this  era  of  mone- 
tary orthodoxy,  currency  tur- 
bulence rally  increases  the 
propensity  of  some  to  opt  for 
"rules"  rather  than  discretion 
in  malting  policy.  Far  from 
considering  devaluation  to 
ease  its  economic  woes,  France 
seems  prepared  to  go  on  piling 
disdpline  on  discipline. 

But  this  masochistic  phe- 
nomenon is  not  exclusively 
European.  Argentina  is,  in 
many  ways,  the  France  of 
Latin  America,  like  France,  it 
has  achieved  dramatic  cuts  in 
inflation  by  pegging  to  a hard 
currency  and  thereby  living 
with  an  overvalued  exchange 
rate.  Like.  France  it  has  been 
regarded  as  the  darling  of  its 
region  in  terms  of  exchange- 
rate  orthodoxy.  And,  like 
France,  its  credibility  remains 
woefully  incomplete. 

Argentina  pegged  the  peso 
to  the  dollar  in  1990  and 
backed  it  with  the  disdpline  of 
a currency  board.  Inflation  fell 
from  more  than  1,000  per  cent 
to  less  than  4 per  cent  GDP 
grew  by  44  per  cent  in  four 
years,  compared  with  11  per 
cent  in  Mexico.  Argentina’s 
current  account  deficit  has 
been  about  half  of  Mexico’s, 
which  was  running  at  nearly  8 
per  cent  of  GDP. 

On  the  face  of  it,  this 
suggests  that  fixing  currendes 
delivers  all-round  economic 
health.  Yet  Argentina  is  vul- 
nerable. Its  current  account  is 
deteriorating,  courtesy  of  an 


overvalued  currency,  and,  like 
Mexico,  ft  has  been  for  too 
dependent  on  foreign  capital. 
Since  the  Mexican  crisis,  bil- 
lions of  dollars  have  flooded 
out  Under  Argentina’s  con- 
vertibility system,  the  mone- 
tary base  shrinks,  interest 
rates  rise  and  the  people  are 
asked  to  swallow  another  per- 
iod of  austerity. 

After  the  Mexican  crisis. 
Argentinian  officials  went  to 
Washington  and  offered  “foil 
dollarisation"  of  the  economy 
if  that  was  the  price  for 
preventing  foreign  capital 
gushing  away.  This  would 
effectively  mean  that  the  dollar 
would  replace  the  peso. 

Like  France,  Argentina 
will  not  consider  de- 
valuation. Like 
France,  Argentina  has 
a jobless  rate  of  12  per  cent  plus. 
In  Latin  America,  as  in  Europe, 
tite  latest  currency  turmoil  has 
focused  attention  on  tire  old 
debate  between  free-floating 
and  fixed  exchange  rates. 

Some  envisage  a world  in 
which  a few  large  trading 
blocs  with  single  currencies 
compete  with  each  other. 
Europe  is  dearly  seen  as  a 
candidate,  an  extended  Ameri- 
can free-trade  area  as  Nafta 
spreads  south  is  another.  But 
the  conditions  are  onerous: 

□ An  almost  perfect  degree  of 
economic  convergence,  includ- 
ing Maastricht-type  criteria  on 
deficits,  debt,  inflation,  unem- 
ployment levels  and  labour 
market  structures. 


□ The  blocs  would  have  to 
choose  the  right  host  currency. 
Everyone  is  familiar  with  the 
ERM’s  choice  of  the  mark  as 
anchor  when  the  "asymmetric 
shock’  of  unification  hit  a 
recession-bound  Europe. 

□ Currencies  have  to  enter  a 
single  unit  at  the  right  rate. 
Britain's  entry  into  the  ERM 
at  DM2.95  is  the  best  known 
salutary  lesson. 

□ A single  currency  is  contin- 
gent on  political  union  because 
of  the  need  for  a central 
budgetary  authority  that  can 
authorise  transfers  to  poorer 
regions  of  the  bloc  that  cannot 
use  the  exchange  rate  to  get 
out  of  trouble. 

□ The  blocs  would  preferably 
have  to  be  open  to  trade  with 
other  blocs.  Inward-looking 
trade  areas  armed  with  protec- 
tionist trade  barriers  could 
significantly  dampen  the  vol- 
ume of  world  trade. 

No  one  realistically  believes 
that  all  these  conditions  can  be 
met  for  generations.  But 
strong  trends  towards  trade 
integration  and  full  capital 
mobility  mean  that  there  can 
be  no  hallway  house  between 
single  currency  areas  and  free- 
floating.  Different  geograph- 
ic/trading  areas  currently 
have  an  unsustainable  patch- 
work  of  exchange-rate  regimes 
and  the  mish-mash  is  getting 
ever  more  messy. 

Argentina  will  staunchly 
battle  on  with  its  fix  with  the 
dollar.  But  Brazil  has  already 
shown  — by  allowing  staged 
devaluations  and  talking 


about  a wide  band  — that  it 
will  emulate  Chile,  the  alterna- 
tive model  in  Latin  America. 

Chile  was  forced  to  abandon 
its  peg  to  tiie  dollar  in  the  early 
1980s  and  now  floats  in  a wide 
band.  Chile  has  done  well  and 
has  found  itself  relatively  insu- 
lated from  tiie  recent  vagaries 
of  world  capital  flows. 

In  Europe,  France  for  now 
remains  wedded  to  the  franc 
But  there  are  other  models 
that  French  industry  must 
envy  with  a passion.  Britain 
has  enjoyed  a strong  export- 
led  recovery  with  low  infla- 
tion, courtesy  of  its 
involuntary  depredation.  It 
shows  no  sign  of  wanting  to 
rejoin  the  ERM.  Italy,  for  all 
its  problems,  has  also  done 
well  out  of  leaving  the 
mechanism. 

Those  countries  that  have 
devalued  are  seen  as  economic 
weaklings,  an  orthodox  view 
based  on  the  belief  that  no 
devaluation  leads  to  lasting 
competitive  gains  because  the 
loss  of  discipline  leads  to 
higher  prices.  But  there  now 
seem  to  be  models  of  well 
managed  devaluations. 

The  charge  towards  fixed 
currendes  is  being  challenged 
everywhere  by  the  existence  of 
successful  free-floaters.  Coun- 
tries such  as  France  and 
Argentina  are  increasingly  see 
others  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
"competitive  devaluations", 
which  only  compounds  the 
pain  of  strong  currency  poli- 
ties. The  balance  is  tipping 
against  them. 


Why  Camelot 
failed  to  come 
up  to  scratch 

Jon  Ashworth  asks  whether  technology 

could  end  the  lotteiy  group’s  lucky  run 


Camelot  has  had  such 
a smooth  ride  so  for 
that  it  seemed  almost 
inevitable  that  something 
would  go  wrong.  The  irony 
with  the  great  scratch  card 
debacle  — a short-lived  hic- 
cup, as  it  turns  out  — is  that 
the  launch  of  instant  games 
in  Britain  should  have  been 
almost  an  afterthought  next 
to  the  complexifies  of 
launching  the  weekly  on- 
line gamf- 

After  beating  Richard 
Branson  and  others  to  win 
the  National  Lottery  licence 
last  May.  Camelot  was  left 
with  barely  six  months  in 
which  to  put  an  immensely 
complicated  network  of  re- 
taHers  and  computer  termi- 
nals in  place.  There  was  do 
great  nish  to  launch  phase 
two  — the  instant  games, 
which  are  only  expected  to 
make  up  between  20  and  30 
per  cent  of  total  lottery  sales 
—and.  as  such,  there  should 
have  been  no  embarrassing 
failure: 

Mercifully  for  Camelot 
problems  with  the  software 
used  for  processing  the  inst- 
ant games  proved  to  be 
shortlived.  An  unspecified 
fault  in  the  software  system 
has  been  corrected  and  the 
system  is  said  to  be  100  per 
cent  bade  on  stream.  What 
will  be  more  difficult  to 
correct  is  the  highly  public 
revelation  that  Camelot  rid- 
ing on  die  technical  know- 
how of  

GTECH, 


its 

US  lottery 
partner,  is  not 
infallible 
after  alL  The 
public  must 
have  total 
confidence  in 
tiie  National 

Lottery  system,  and  Tues- 
day's events  may  prove  to  be 
a lingering  thorn  in  Came- 
lofs  side.  Soon  after  instant 
games  went  on  side,  the 
computer  system  showed 
signs  of  overloading.  Trans- 
actions that  should  have 
taken  a couple  of  seconds  to 
complete  were  taking  up  to 
30  seconds  — an  unaccept- 
able delay,  given  the  volume 
of  business  passing  through 
tiie  National  Lottery  com- 
puter network.  The  painful 
decision  was  taken  to  put 
sales  on  hold  until  the 
problem  could  be  identified. 

The  need  to  counter  the 
threat  of  fraudulent  claims 
makes  the  scratch  card  net- 
work more  complicated 
than  appears  to  be  the  case. 
About  20,000  shops  and 
outlets  are  wired  up  to  sell 
instant  games,  and  each 
consignment  of  cards  has  to 
be  barcoded  for  use  by 
individual  retailers  before 
they  leave  tiie  warehouse.  A 
shopkeeper  in  Watford  is 
unable  to  sell  tickets  des- 
tined for  a garage  in  Leeds. 

On  delivery,  tiie  retailer 
scans  a barcode  on  the 
packet  through  a 'black  box” 
that  alerts  the  factory  that 
the  consignment  has  gone  to 
the  right  place.  He  scans  it 
again  to  "activate"  the  pack, 
alerting  the  central  comput- 
er that  a certain  batch  of 
tickets  are  now  in  play. 


C Camelot 
is  not 
infallible 
after  all? 


Winning  tickets  must  be 
swiped  through  again  for 
■verification  before  any  prize 
money  changes  hand. 

The  system  is  complicat- 
ed. but  the  end-product  — 
the  scanning  unit  — is 
deliberately  simple.  Came- 
lofs  on-line  lotteiy  terminals 
come  with  a scratch  card 
unit  attached.  About  5.000 
additional  shops  have  been 
fitted  to  sell  instant  games 
only,  and  the  number  could 
rise  to  12,000  by  the  time  the 
full  National  Lottery  net- 
work of  up  to  35,000  retail 
outlets  is  in  place  by  the  rad 
of  next  year. 

The  glitch  comes  at  a 
sensitive  time  for  Camelot. 
Ticket  sales  have  topped  £1 
billion  in  tbe  first  18  weeks — 
well  ahead  of  expectations — 
raising  £250  million  for 
good  causes  and  £450  mil- 
lion in  prizes.  Early  esti- 
mates were  proved  wrong 
when  £50.000  worth  of  tick- 
ets were  sold  in  the  first  12 
minutes.  The  National  Lot- 
tery’s unforeseen  success 
has  led  to  even  more  ques- 
tions about  whether  Came- 
lot is  being  paid  too  much 
for  its  services.  Camelot  will 
earn  an  average  of  5 percent 
over  the  seven-year  period  of 
the  licence  to  cover  its  costs, 
leaving  an  anticipated  profit 
of  less  than  1 per  cent  to  be 
split  between  the  members 
of  the  consortium.  As  a due 
to  tbe  start-up  costs  in- 

volved.  Cam- 

dot  has  fund- 
ing of  £125 
million  at  its 
disposal. 
Camdot  was 
doing  its  best 
to  play  down 

the  damage 

yesterday. 

saying  the  systems  failure 
had  had  no  impact  on  sales 
of  tickets  for  the  main 
money-spinner:  the  televised 
weekly  game.  A spokesman 
said:  “The  whole  incident 
was  obviously  regrettable, 
but  it  demonstrates  that  we 
are  human." 

It  has,  however,  been 
obliged  to  take  out  advertise- 
ments in  tiie  national  and 
regional  press,  explaining 
what  went  wrong.  Peter 
Davis,  the  National  Lottery 
regulator,  is  anxious  that 
players  and  prize  winners 
should  be  reassured.  He 
said:  “I  am  most  concerned 
that  players  are  kept  fully 
informed  and  their  interests 
are  protected." 

All  being  well  the  scratch 
card  problem  will  fade  into 
memory  as  lottery  sales 
power  ahead.  The  odds  of 
winning  an  in  grant  prize  are 
between  l-in-4  and  1 -in-7, 
compared  with  1 -in-54  odds 
for  the  televised  game. 

Tbe  level  of  instant  prizes 
has  been  deliberately 
capped  to  avoid  dashing 
with  tbe  weekly  on-line 
game,  and  to  that  extent,  the 
phase  two  hitch  is  not  as  big 
a deal  as  it  might  appear  to 
be.  The  nightmare  scenario 
for  Camdot  will  unfold  if 
the  system  starts  to  crash  on 
a regular  basis.  That  is  when 
the  problems  would  really 
begin. 


Ross  Tieman  tells  the  tale  of  four  generations 

Rise  and  fall  of  the  Vestey  empire 


In  just  four  generations,  the 
Vestey  family  built  a £1.4 
billion  fortune  and  a busi- 
ness empire  that  owned  a 
territory  the  size  of  Europe. 
The  appointment  of  adminis- 
trators to  Union  International 
yesterday  afternoon  writes  the 
closing  chapter  to  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  commer- 
cial stories  of  the  20th  Century. 

Union  International  is  best 
known  for  its  chain  of 
Dewhurst  butchers  shops.  But 
these  were  simply  the  high 
street  outlets  of  a supply  chain 
that  once  stretched  to  the 
foothills  of  the  Andes  and  the 
shadows  of  the  Great  Wall  of 
China. 

The  Vestey  story  began  in 
Liverpool  with  two  brothers. 
William,  bom  in  1859,  and 
Edmund,  seven  years  his  ju- 
nior. The  sons  of  a prosperous 
provisions  broker,  they  were 
among  the  first  to  recognise 
the  potential  of  refrigeration, 
and  its  ability  to  satisfy  the 
appetites  of  Britain’s  industri- 
al workers,  and  their  own 
desire  to  grow  rich. 

Meat  was  a scarce  commod- 
ity in  Britain  in  the  early  years 
of  this  century.  In  Argentina, 
China  and  Australia,  which 
were  big  exporters  of  hides, 
feathers  and  wool,  meat  was 
plentiful,  but.  as  a perishable 
product  unsaleable.  The 


Dewhurst  staff  outside  the  Smithfield  butchers  in  1923 


Vestey*s  genius  was  to  build  a 
chain  of  port-side  coldstores  in 
Russia.  China.  Argentina. 
Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
Using  refrigerated  ships,  they 
could  then  move  meat  from 
the  Outback  and  the  Pampas 
to  the  high  streets  of  Britain. 

In  time,  astute  business 
sense  and  hard  work  gave 
them  control  over  the  entire 
food  chain,  from  ranch  to 
slaughterhouse  and  packing 
plant  through  shipping  line 
and  insurer,  to  wholesaler  and 
the  high  street  butcher. 

Vertical  integration  was 
quickly  exploited  to  avoid  tax 
The  Vesreys  could  simply  allo- 


cate profits  where  they  wished 
to  maximise  their  personal 
gain.  The  proceeds  were  chan- 
nelled through  the  celebrated 
Paris  Trust,  established  in 
1919.  The  trust  made  the 
brothers,  and  their  heirs,  the 
richest  family  in  Britain  after 
the  house  of  Windsor.  For  60 
years,  the  Inland  Revenue 
tried  unsuccessfully  to  raid  the 
tax  shelter.  A celebrated  legal 

battle  hi  the  early  1980s  ended 
in  defeat  for  the  tax  man.  Yet 
according  to  The  Rise  and  Fall 
of  the  House  of  Vestey.  by 
Phpip  Knightley.  Dewhurst 
paid  just  £215  in  tax  during 
one  five-year  period  in  which  it 


made  profits  of  £8.8  million. 
The  brother’s  tradition  of  hard 
work  and  parsimony  was 
maintained  by  Edmund's  son, 
Ronald,  when  he  took  charge 
in  1954.  But  the  third  genera- 
tion. Lord  Vestey  and  his 
younger  brother  Mark, 
learned  to  enjoy  their  wealth. 
Lord  Vestry's  country  house, 
Stowell  Park  in  Gloucester- 
shire. stands  in  5,000  acres. 
During  the  last  20  years, 
rising  competition  from  super- 
markets and  changing  life- 
styles have  undermined  the 
foundations  of  the  family's 
money  machine. 

Fbur  years  ago,  Tim  Vestey, 
then  just  30,  became  thief 
executive  at  Union  Interna- 
tional. Within  months,  he  had 
to  rail  a meeting  of  bankers  to 
explain  that  the  company  was 
heading  to  ! breach  its 
coventanrs.  A recovery  plan, 
including  a £40  million  injec- 
tion by  the  family  and  the 
appointment  of  an  outsider  to 
run  tite  company,  was  drawn 
up.  But  the  problems  proved 
too  great.  Administrators  from 
Ernst  & Young  hope  to  sell  it 
as  a going  concern.  The 
Vesteys  may  well  haw  enough 
money  salted  away  in  family 
trusts  to  preserve  their  life- 
style. But  the  ranch  to  high- 
street  empire  built  by  William 
and  Edmund  is  no  more. 


GENERAL  CABLE  PLC 


PLACING  AND 
INTERMEDIARIES 
OFFER 

for  information  on  how 
to  apply  for  shares  in  this 
flotation  please  call 

01714901818 

Lines  open  weekdays  and  weekends-9.30am-6.00pm. 

At  all  other  times  on  answering  service  will  be  in  operation. 

General  Cable  is  a leading  participant  in  the  UK 
cable  communications  industry  providing 
telecommunications  and  television  services  to 
business  and  residential  customers. 

The  Company  has  interests  in  three  of  the  major 
UK  cable  markets  through  the  Western 
London,  Yorkshire  and  Birmingham  franchise 
groupings,  which  cover  1.7  million  homes. 
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■ The  1995  cttitloa  of  The  MS Mr 
Cuhle  Tii  Dimeini  FTrphn.  HoUiiiys  A 
Tmvl  «nr  gjres  details  ef  hasdreds 
ofUaitteow*  travel  consoUdatoni* 
who  seD  itajor  airiiM  fliglus  bod  lap 
quality  bollda^-s  & accomawdatioB 
direct  to  the  public  ai  dbcomls  of  ap 
10  74%. 

Von  will  discover  ■ hage  range  of 
bbuloas  travel  bargains  indsding 
European  apartments  for  £3  per 
night.  Ne^  York  El  DO  morn.  Africa 
£99  return,  car  hire  for  £12  per 
week,  rock-bottom  round  the  world 
(ares,  cut-price  cruises.  Isle  availa- 
bility ‘sped ate*.  10  day*  in  Spain  for 
£59  pins  naoy.  many  mote. 


| There  are  fens  of  thousands  of  Crenel 
bargains  on  offer  aJT- year-round  for 
yon,  your  family,  business  and  com- 
pany on  flight*  (scheduled  & char- 
ter). bolds,  family  boSdays,  sW  boO- 
days.  car  hire,  travel  insurance, 
cruises  and  mneh.  orach  more.  All  at 
discounts  of  op  to  74%. 

This  excellent  book  is  available  oah 
from  The  Winchester  Press.  Dept 
TTT12-  Hampton  House.  33  Church 
Drive.  North  Hamm.  Middx  HA2 
7NR  at  £1235  inc  p&p  or  call  081 
MS  1375  anytime.  All  books  are 
despatched  within  seven  days  and  a 
roll  refund  b offered  ~ 
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growi*«  hrtraft 
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ID  c°*tr«|.  s«, 
succeed,  w 


k You've  spotted  an  opportunity  to  grow.  An  acquisition,  or  international  expansion  maybe? 
Where  do  you  find  the  capital  to  realise  your  plan?  m At  3i,  we  have  50  years'  experience  of 
growing  private  businesses,  and  we  are  the  UK's  leading  specialist  source  of  investment  capital 
for  those  businesses  a To  date,  we've  made  more  than  6,500  investments  in  growing  companies, 
offering  long-term  help  and  support  whenever  needed,  whilst  leaving  management  firmly 
in  control.  So,  whether  your  name  is  James,  David,  Jennifer  or  Alexander,  we  want  you  to 
succeed,  we  want  you  to  be  great.  For  more  information  please  call  0171  928  3131  is 


28  ACCOUNTANCY  

Richard  Gledhill  sees  a role  for  his  profession  in  a new  share  market 

We  can  keep  AIM  on  target 


The  Stock  Exchange  has  now 
issued  rules  for  the  Alternat- 
ive Investment  Market 
(AIM),  the  new  public  market 
meant  for  small,  young  and  grow- 
ing companies  to  raise  capital  and 
widen  their  spread  of  shareholders. 

it  is  distinguished  from  the  Stock 
Exchange  Official  list  in  that  there 
are  no  requirements  of  a minimum 
trading  record  nor  for  a minimum 
level  of  shares  in  public  hands. 
Most  capital  is  expected  to  be  raised 
through  the  retail  market  although 
smaller-company  investment  insti- 
tutions are  also  "raising  capital  for 
dedicated  AIM  funds. 

The  new  market  is  likely  to  attract 
growing  companies  seeking  capital 
to  expand  and  will  offer  greater 
visibility  than  Rule  4 2 trading.  To 
gain  AIM  entry,  companies  must 
issue  a prospectus  in  accordance  with 
the  Public  Offer  of  Securities  (POSl 
Regulations.  1W5.  The  directors  will 
take  responsibility  for  it.  The  ex- 
change will  not  examine  it 
Although  companies  must  ensure 
a regular  flow  of  information  to  the 
market,  including  publication  of 
annual  accounts  and  unaudited 
interim  accounts,  regulation  is  die 
minimum  consistent  with  an  in- 
formed market.  So.  related  party1 
transactions  and  transactions  that 
exceed  10  per  cent  of  profits  or  assets 
require  announcement,  but  no  circu- 
lars to  shareholders.  Reverse  take- 
overs require  shareholder  approval, 
but  no  costly  AIM  readmission. 
Companies  must  appoint  nomi- 


■ d. 


Richard  Gledhill  welcomes  the  opportunities  that  AIM  presents 


rutted  advisers  to  guide  directors  on 
AIM  obligations  and  to  ensure 
compliance  with  rules.  Advisers 
must  undertake  to  be  available  to 
give  continuing  advice.  Companies 
must  also  appoint  nominated  bro- 
kers. who  must  continue  to  provide 
information  to  the  market  after  the 
company’s  admission. 

The  rules  and  procedures  are 
designed  to  make  the  AIM  a low-cost 
way 'to  raise  capital  and  establish  a 
market  in  a company's  shares.  On 
the  surface,  they  seem  to  be  a 
reasonable  balance  between  regula- 


tion and  cost  but  there  may  be  a 
sting  in  the  tail,  at  least  in  terms  of 
the  cost  of  AIM  admission.  Where  a 
nominated  adviser  is  a “reasonable 
person"  under  POS  regulations  in 
respect  of  an  AIM  admission 
document,  he  may  be  required  to 
assume  a role  thai  involves  respon- 
sibilities to  investors.  As  the  ex- 
change points  out  the  adviser's  role 
is  then  likely  to  equate  to  a 
sponsor’s  under  listing  rules. 

The  statement  has  potentially 
far-reaching  implications  for  the 
cost  of  AIM  admission  and  for 


those  wishing  to  be  a nominated 
adviser,  for  a sponsor  has  obliga- 
tions to  the  Stock  Exchange  requir- 
ing significant  due  diligence.  A 
sponsor  must  satisfy  itself  that  the 
exchange  is  aware  of  all  matters 
that  should  be  taken  into  account  in 
considering  the  suitability  of  a 
company’s  shares  and  must  con- 
firm that  it  has  had  confirmation 
from  the  company  that  its  directors 
have  appropriate  procedures  to 
enable  them  to  assess  its  financial 
position  and  prospects. 

Further,  an  AIM  admission  doc- 
ument requires  the  directors  to 
state  that  the  working  capital 
available  is  enough  for  its  present 
needs.  If  he  is  viewed  m the  same 
light  as  a sponsor,  it  is  hard  to  see  a 
nominated  adviser  being  prepared 
to  associate  his  name  with  a 
document  unless  he  has  carried  out 
a similar  level  of  due  diligence. 

While  these  considerations  may 
increase  the  cost  of  AIM  admission, 
as  against  the  existing  4 2 market,  it 
will  still  be  much  cheaper  than 
listing  or  USM  admission. 

We  welcome  this  ini  tatrve  and 
believe  the  accountancy  profession 
can  play  a major  role  in  combining 
performance  of  due  diligence  with 
acting  as  nominated  adviser  in  a 
way  that  is  cost-effective  for  com- 
panies and  helps  to  give  confidence 
to  invest  in  what  is  acknowledged  as 
a higher-risk  market. 

The  author  is  corporate  finance 
head.  Price  Waterhouse . London 
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Taking  stings  out  of  the  tail 


AS  AN  aggressive  Arthur  Ander- 
sen partner  in  Chicago  once  put  it 
to  me  “If  you  lay  down  with  dogs, 
you’re  gonna  get  fleas.**  He  was 
referring,  in  his  blunt  Midwest 
way.  to  audit  clients.  And  with 
litigation  still  cutting  a perceived 
swathe  through  the  profession, 
you  could  understand  what  he 
was  getting  at 

Taking  on  a client  who  is 
possibly  going  to  turn  out  to  be 
dodgy  has  several  stings  in  the 
tail.  They  can  go  belly  up.  which 
does  little  for  the  firm's  reputation 
for  business  advice.  They  can 
prove  to  be  run  by  people  whose 
business  ethics  are  at  their  heart 
non-existent  In  the  worst  cases 
they  can  turn  out  to  be  shells  to 
facilitate  money  laundering. 

Looking  at  it  purely  from  the 
audit  firm’s  point  of  view,  all 
those  eventualities  mean  not  only 
embarrassment  at  the  time  of  the 
denouement  but  also,  given  the 
nature  of  the  people  concerned,  a 
serious  likelihood  of  tenacious 
litigation. 

Most  firms  of  any  size  now 
have  systems  to  evaluate  clients. 
The  systems  vary  in  sophistica- 
tion and  none  of  diem  will  get  the 
answer  right  every  time.  This  is 
why  the  latest  guidance  from  the 
auditing  committee  of  the  Eng- 
lish ICA  is  useful.  Audit  Client 
Acceptance  and  Retention  could 
be  characterised  as  a list  of 
motherhood  statements,  but  its 
use  is  in  reminding  people,  rather 
than  telling  them  something  new  . 

In  a sense,  no  audit  firm  would 
ever  take  on  a duff  diem  if  it 


Robert 

Bruce 


remembered  all  the  warnings. 
But  it  is  tempting,  particularly  to 
a smaller  firm,  to  have  a news- 
worthy and  notable,  if  noi  yet 
notorious,  client  on  the  books. 
There  is  also  the  wider  dilemma- 
AIl  companies  have  to  have  an 
audit  Is  there  not  a duty  for  the 
largest  and  most  capable  firms  to 
take  on  a difficult  client  simply  to 
keep  a beady  eye  on  the  directors’ 
•activities?  And  wftar  happens 
when  a company  goes  bad  and 
only  the  auditor  can  truly  see 
what  is  changing?  Should  that 
firm  not  stick  with  the  dient  and 
attempt  to  dear  up  the  mess  on 
shareholders'  behalf,  rather  than 
simply  dumping  it  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

None  of  this  is  properly  dealt 
with  in  the  guidance.  But  in  a 


sense,  if  people  foltowed  lhe 
Sun*  then  they  shouldn’t 
feach  that  point  anyway.  The 
problem  is  when  a perfectly  good 
dient  starts  to  metamorphose, 
when  directors  change  and  strate- 
aies  alter.  .And  that  is  where  the 
guidance  is  useful  in  suggesting 
that  some  sort  of  formal  exerase 
should  occur  each  year  a some- 
thing important  has  changed,  It 
suggests  events  like  a sudden 
need  for  a consultancy  exercise,  a 


change  in 


the  nature  of  the 


business,  in  ownership  or  man- 
agement and  in  the  case  of  new 
revelations  from  the  audit1 
But  the  guidance  also  suggests 
that  “formal  consideration”  is  not , 
required  every  year.  It  should  be.  j 
First,  because  it  provides  the  | 
framework  which  will  spot  any 
potential  disasters.  Second, 
because  second  thoughts  may  br 
prompted  that  might  have  re- 
mained unexpressed-  And  third, 
because  it  hones  the  auditors 
instinct  and  thought  processes.  - 
There  is  self-interest  here  as 
well.  The  anguish  suffered  by  one 
partner  I knew  over  the  steady 
unfolding  of  fraudulent  behav- 
iour at  his  client  was  terrible. - 
There  was  never  enough  evidence 
to  nail  the  miscreant,  and  you 
knew  that  if  anything  became 
public  the  business,  the  share: 
holders’  investment  and  the  em- 
ployees’ jobs  would  be  blown  . 
awav.  That  is  the  real  reason  why 
guidance  on  how  to  deal  with  . 
audit  clients  when  they  turn  out  to 
be  dogs  should  always  be  only  a 
starting  point. 
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TO  ADVERTISE 
CALL:  0171  481  4481 


ACCOUNTANCY  & FINANCE 


FAX:. 
0171  782  7899 


RECRUITMENT  CONSULTANTS 


LONDON 


Robert  Wallets  As-JKiaces  is  J preeminent  force 
in  the  international  recruitment  market. 
We  provide  innovative  solutions  for  blue 
chip  multinationals  in  the  financial,  commercial 
and  legal  sector?. 

Substantial  growth  from  all  our  offices 
in  the  UK.  Europe  and  rhe  US  has 
created  several  openings  fur  talented 
individuals  Our  clients  expea  a fast,  efficient  and 
professional  service 

To  support  our  continued  growth  we  would 
like  to  hear  from  individuals  aged  between 
23  Jnd  30  with  intelligence,  commercial 
awareness  and  the  ability  to  deal  effcoivclv  at  a 


senior  management  level.  Successful  candidates 
will  probably  have  worked  in  the  City, 
accountancy,  marketing  or  have  previous 
recruitment  experience. 

Given  the  degree  of  client  contact,  individuals 
must  be  able  to  demonstrate  excellent 
communication  and  presentation  skills. 

After  an  initial  period  of  training  you  will 
be  responsible  for  the  development  of  an 
individual  portfolio  of  diems.  This  will  involve 
establishing  strong  relationships  from  director 
level  down  as  well  as  providing  constructive 
advice  on  a professional  consultative  basis. 

The  ability  and  commitment  to  succeed  in  a 


WINDSOR 


highly  motivated  ream  based  environment  are 
also  required. 

We  offer  a long  term  career  within  a 
highly  successful  and  dynamic  company.  The 
package  includes  a competitive  salary,  bonus, 
generous  C3r  allowance,  private  medical 
insurance  and  other  benefits.  It  is  our  policy  to 
promote  from  within. 

For  further  information  about  this  career 
opportunity  please  contact  Melanie  Read 
on  0171  379  3333-  Alternatively,  fax  her 
on  0171  915  8714  or  write  , to  her  at 
Robert  Walters  Associates,  25  Bedford  Street, 
London,  WC2E  9HP. 


ROBERT  WALTERS  ASSOCIATES 


jbeJ 


EUROPEAN 

RELATIONSHIP 

MANAGER 


I/B/E/S  are  leaders  in  golbal  in  vestment 
research  and  the  recognised  authority  for 
corporate  earnings  forecast  information. 

We  seek  an  enthusiastic  and  confident 
individual  in  his  or  her  early  20s,  to  grow  our 
relationships  with  the  equity  research 
community  in  the  UK  and  Europe. 

The  successful  candidate  will  have  a good 
academic  background  in  finance,  some 
experience  within  the  equity  investment 
industry,  and  a willingness  to  travel  9-12  weeks 
per  year. 

I/B/E/S  offers  an  attractive  resulzs-orientated 
compensation  package  as  well  as  excellent 
career  prospects,  with  global  operations  in  New 
York,  London  and  Tokyo. 

Please  write  to  Asad  Sultan,  I/B/E/S  (UK)  Ltd, 
Epworth  House,  25  City  Rood,  London  EC1 
2AA 


Corporate  FUnaing/Bodjtedn*  Manager  - Bmjcn  Banking 
£4DK  + Bena/Bonus. 

AGVMBa  candidates  (27/32  yn)  lo  flD  a new  post  weririu*  wixhris  ■ fcwfins 
investor  in  East  European  cconomiat.  High  profile  role  prorvidhia 
oompreboarive  experience  across  a broad  nnp  of  hanlong  canities. 
Language  useful,  exposure  to  services  sector  wwcntial. 

Cwnpuer  Andtaon  - US.  Beak 
S30/40K  + Bcna/Boana. 

FapetteMwf  mtUvidntH  (25/34  JTS)  are  lOQgftZ  to  eahana?  the  ttgfaaofcur 
Audit  team.  Coaccamuing  on  application  development,  this  haegaBcd  area 
has  responsibility  far  busmere  activities  on  a vrarid  vide  tank  fiaadtl 
service  sector  skflb  an  advantage. 

Global  Custody  Finance  Controller 
£34K  + Bens 

The  securities  tfiviskm  of  a major  UK  banking  group  seeks  a C3MA  qualified 
professional,  currently  occupying  a high  profile  control  poehaon  within 

finmrial  rnmnwiirK  rmriidawmntf  pnaeB  the  arona  and  tenacity  to  ha  part 

of  ■ wide  tauging  programme. 

Business  / Operational  Auditors  - CBy  Investment  Bank 
EZ8/40K  + Boa/Boau. 

Recently  quaKfirrt  ACA/ACCA'a  and  more  experienced  pcnntiael  are  aoaght 
to  join  a pro-active  Internal  Audit  group  cuacent rased  is  project  teams 
trading  within  a risk  based  approach.  Eiddleiil  'springboard1  opportunities 

tO  ^ niMigemnn, 

Compreharove  details  of  the  positions  tujpxbu1  with  the  opportunity  far  fast 
meet  view  esn  be  obtained  through  Ian  Spiers  at  the  etkhewheiaw.ar  in  dtc 
evening  an  081  287  6903. 

thejfeet partnership  ^ 

Financial  Recruitment  Consultants 
1 17  Newgale  Strcd  OM  Bailey,  Loudon  ECIA  7AE 
Telephone:  071-600  6500  ■ Fax:  07 1-frOO  6300 


FINANCIAL  CONTROLLER 
PART  TIME 

Art  Gallery  - Mayfair  £ Attractive 

A leading  Fine  Art  Gallery  currently  seeks  a qnaHfreri  accountant  to  take  charge  of  its 
Bnaadal  foaction.  Duties  wiQ  include  rimflrri  Sanaa]  aad  management  reporting  and 
win  occupy  the  equivalent  of  two  fuB  working  days  per  week. 

Applicants  should  ideally  have  a minimum  of  4 yean  PQE  of  which  at  least  2 years 
should  have  been  spent  in  a commercial  en virement  There  win  be  direct  involvement 
in  strategic  planning,  requiring  initiative  and  resourcefulness,  as  well  as  providing  full 
financial  support  to  the  Managing  Director. 

Please  contact  Mike  Sbsebridge  or  Jonathan  Jones  n 0171  434  4455. 
Alternatively  send  or  fax  your  CV  to  them  at  Masks  Safin,  SacfcvOk  Hawse,  40 
PttcwHIJy,  Loudon,  W1V  9PA.  Tel  0171  434  4455.  Fax  0171  355  4591 

MARKS  ♦ SATTIN 

FINANCIAL  KECKUITHKNT  CONSULTANTS 


FINANCIAL  CONTROLLER 

Central  London 

Salary  £35K  to  £40K  + car  + benefits 

A medium  business  specialising  in  health  care  with  a leading  position  in  its  field, 
wanting  to  grow. 


THE  ROLE 

* Corporate  management 

* Preparation  of  annual  accounts 

* Management  of  cashflows 

* Assessment  of  baseline  costs 

* Exposure  lo  marketing 

* Assistance  in  policy  making 

* Management  of  people 

* Position  reports  directly  to  MD 

Please  send  CV  and  Photo  to; 


THE  PERSON 

* Fully  qualified  ACA,  around  30+ 

* At  least  5 years  post  qualification 
experience  at  a senior  level/ 
mmmgww^f  experience 

* Entrepreneurial  acumen  to  develop 
new  businesses 

* Well  developed  commercial  awareness 
and  good  inter-personal  skills 

* Initiative  and  dynamic 


Mr  R.  Patterson 
Stuart  House 
55  Catherine  Place 
London  SW1E  6DY 


FINANCIAL  CONTROLLER 

For  rapidly  expanding,  small,  successful 
software  house  in  SW  London.  Versatile 
motivated  individual  to  control  and  manage  all 
aspects  of  the  company’s  finances. 
Undemanding  of  computerised  accounts 
essential.  Excellent  salary  & prospect! 

Fax  CV  to  Roger  Barra tt  0181  877  1388 
or  Tel  0181  875  4414 


TtW  2000,  EXCEL  S mental 
CV^  with  current  alary  to  his  Smith,  Financial  Controller 
WaU  To  W*U  Television,  8-9  Spring  Race,  London  NW5  3ER. 
Closiog  date  3 April 
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London 

Touche  Ross  Management  Consultants  is  part  of 
Deloitte  Touche  Tohmatsu,  a global  leader  in 
consultancy  and  accounting.  Our  financial  institutions 
practice  delivers  a complete  range  of  management 
consultancy  services,  from  business  strategy  to 
systems  implementation.  It  operates  as  an  integrated, 
multidisciplinary  unit.  As  part  of  our  growth  strategy, 
we  are  looking  to  recruit  business  and  IT  consultants 
with  experience  in  banking  and  capital  markets. 
We  are  particularly  interested  in  candidates  between 
25  and  35,  with  good  honours  degrees  and  with  high 
quality  experience  in  the  following  areas: 

Bonds,  Equities  and  Derivatives  in  a back  office 
settlement  environment,  in  a custody  operation  or  in 
front  office  systems. 

Treasury  Management,  where  applicants  must 
have  a degree  in  a quantitative  discipline  and  either  an 
accountancy  qualification  or  MBA. 


Up  to  £50,000  + benefits 

Banking,  particularly  those  with  a strong 
international  or  wholesale  banking  background. 
Successful  applicants  will  be  high  achievers  who  have 
already  demonstrated  an  ability  to  shape  their  own 
careers.  As  well  as  having  strong  technical  abilities, 
you  will  need  to  be  energetic  and  have  outstanding 
communication  skills. 

The  rewards  are  a stimulating  and  varied  career 
with  excellent  prospects  in  an  environment 
that  is  open,  friendly  and  supportive  and  where 
promotion  through  to  partnership  is  based  solely 
on  merit. 

Please  send  a comprehensive  CV,  including  salary 
history  and  a daytime  telephone  number,  quoting 
reference  3454-  to:  Sue  Sherliker, 

Touche  Ross  Consultancy  Recruitment,  4§i|| 

Stonecutter  Court,  1 Stonecutter 

Street,  London  £C4A  4TR.  LjseLIIsI 

Management  Consultants 


Chief  Internal  Auditor 
Academic-related  grade  5 
(£27,018 -£30,533) 

(with  a discretionary  range  to  £33,007) 
Applications  are  invited  from  qualified  and  suitably 
«*pertancsd  Chartered  or  Certified  Accountants  far  the  peal 
of  Chief  Internal  Auditor.  The  University's  Internal  Aucflu 
Section  provides  «i  Independent  appraise*  of  the  adequacy 
and  effectiveness  of  the  University's  Internal  system  erf 
control.  It  farms  pan  of  the  finance  dMsfan  of  the  Unhandy' 
Offices  and  for  day-to-day  administrative  purposes  Is 
respcns*rti  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Urtvoretty  Chest  {Ptamcn  _ 
Officer},  subject  to  the  necessary  right  of  access  to  the  W*- 
Ctiancellor  and  Ute  Audit  Committee.  The  succsssfol ' 
candidate  win  hove  the  ability  to  lead  s team  of  soft;  to 
Identify,  plan  and  apply  outfit  strategy  and  procedure  wrote 
the  University  as  a whole;  and  wB  have  experience  In  piannihg  ' 
risk  and  materiality  based  audit  approaches  to  compfe*^ 
decentralised  organ iaatlons.  Previous  experience  Wtt 
preferably  include  both  Top  6’  practice  end  successfW' 
performance  in  non-practice  positions,  and  the  perebn.7 
appointed  will  require  first  class  oral  and  written 
commurtcadon  skUts,  .• 

Further  particulars  of  the  appointment  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Deputy  Registrar  (Administration}.  Urtfvor* # ’ 
Offices,  WeIGngton  Square,  Oxford  OX1  2JD  (tel  01*5 
270003),  to  whom  applications,  including  a detailed' 
curriculum  vitae  and  the  names  and  addresses  of  two- 
refaroes  should  be  sent  by  Friday  2i  April  1995. 

The  University  Is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. " 

The  University  exists  to  promote  excellence  in  education  and- ' 
research. 


MS  ACCOUNTANCY 

T:  071  637  7009  F:  071  436  4575 

MANAGEMENT 

ACCOUNTANT 

SOUTH  HERTS  To  £25, OM 

Our  client  is  an  acknowledged  market 

leader  m the  world  of 

systems/ peripherals  and  me  vF  rhe  1 

success  stories  of  the  last  tc->  •„  With 
growth  record  - « . rent  T/C 
£400  million-*-  - a Management 

Accountant  is  now  sought  to 
complement  the  existing  Finance  team. 

h0  * ffnalist/newly  qualified  -7 
S™?"  yQur kte 20s/early  30s,  with 
tne  ability  to  produce  monthly  \ 
management  accounts,  consolidate  and  \ 
review  ihe  division’s  annual  budget, 
deve fop  reporting  systems  and  lead  a . . 
small  team.  For  further  details,  contact' ! 
Jon  Rees  on  0171  637  7009. 
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Shares  trade  in  narrow  range 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  ten  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day's  close,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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Die  Fledermaus  fails  to 
take  wing  in  a D'Oyly 
Carte  touring  production 
now  at  Sadler’s  Wells 


ARTS 


the  times  thuRSPAVM^HLHJ!!5 


Hawthorne 
crowns 
his  career 

CINEMA;  Geoff  Brown  bends  the  knee  as  Oscar  Best 
Actor  nominees  rule  — in  their  various  ways  — in  The 
Madness  of  King  George  and  Nobody's  Fool 


When  Alan  Ben- 
nett's The  Mad- 
ness of  George  III 
first  opened  at 
the  National  Theatre  in  Nov- 
ember 199],  there  was  much 
scratching  of  heads.  Fine  act- 
ing, of  course,  and  an  interest- 
ing excursion  into  history,  but 
a play  without  an  obvious 
point;  why  did  Bennett  write 
it?  Then,  as  Nigel  Hawthorne 
picked  up  awards  and  the 
production  toured  abroad,  the 
deficiencies  seemed  to  matter 
less.  In  effect.  Madness 
stopped  bring  regarded  as  a 
play,  and  became  a perfor- 
mance: a virtuoso  perfor- 
mance by  a popular  actor  at 
the  height  of  his  powers,  zig- 
zagging through  the  emotions 
as  he 'portrayed  a monarch 
racked  with  agonies  mental, 
physical  and  political. 

Transferred  to  film  as  The 
Madness  of  King  George 
(American  audiences,  the  ar- 
gument went,  would  other- 
wise think  it  a sequel  to  two 
films  they  had  not  seen),  the 
performance  soil  dazzles  and 
dominates.  Hawthorne  has 
his  Oscar  nomination  for  Best 
Actor  to  prove  it.  But  now 
there  are  rivals  for  our  atten- 
tion. In  the  stage  production, 
the  director  Nicholas  Hymer 
kept  settings  and  props  to  a 
minimum:  chairs,  curtains, 
chamber  pots.  The  film, 
Hvmer’s  dnema  debut,  aban- 
dons all  such  restraint. 

In  some  scenes  you  can 
barely  breathe  for  wigs, 
breeches  and  chest  plumage 
as  the  cast  parades  in  some 
stalely  location,  with  selections 
from  "Handel  booming  on  the 
soundtrack.  In  others.  Hytner 
and  Bennett  (who  adapted  his 
own  play)  send  their  torment- 
ed king  out  and  about  He 
gallops'on  horseback  through 
die  grounds  at  Windsor,  com- 
munes with  pigs,  joins  a 
cricket  match  and  rampages 
over  fields  in  his  nightgown  at 
daybreak. 

Some  of  this  is  excessive, 
although  you  can  see  the 
appeal  of  fresh  air  and  a free- 
ranging  camera  to  a director 
used  to  plying  his  craft  inside 
Sir  Denys  Lasdun’s  concrete 
tomb  on  the  South  Bank 
The  period  detail,  while 


The  Madness  of 
King  George 
Lumiere,  PG.  110  mins 
Nigel  Hawthorne 
reigns  supreme 

Nobody’s  Fool 

Odeon  West  End 
15. 110  mins 
Endearing  Americana 
with.  Paul  Newman 

Drop  Zone 

Plaza.  15. 102  mins 
Sky-diving  nonsense 

Mi  Vida  Loca 

Metro.  15. 92  mins 
The  female  perspective 
on  LA  gang  life 


overdone,  serves  a valuable 
purpose  in  bolstering  the  dra- 
ma. lending  it  solidity  if  not 
momentum.  Bennett's  scat- 
tered juvenile  jokes  f Piss  the 
elder  and  piss  the  younger." 
one  servant  .remarks,  holding 
up  two  chamber  pots)  still 
seem  like  cherries  wilfully 
stuck  on  to  a dullish  cake. 

But  the  history  means  more 
this  time:  the  camera  pulls  you 
into  the  king's  plight  in  178S. 
obsessed  by  the  loss  of  the 
American  colonies,  bothered 
by  the  indolent  Prince  of  Wales 
and  a restive  House  of  Com- 
mons. 

The  film  also  gives  the  other 
actors  a better  dianoe  to  strut 
their  stuff.  Helen  Mirren 
emphasises  the  touching  devo- 
tion of  George's  wife.  Queen 
Charlotte.  Rupert  Everett,  plus 
padded  stomach,  is  amusing 
as  the  fat  and  fatuous  Prince  of 
Wales,  while  Ian  Holm  cuts  a 
forceful  figure  as  the  maverick 
Dr  Willis,  who  calls  a halt  to 
cruel,  archaic  medical  treat- 
ments and  helps  the  king 
through  an  early  version  of 
psychotherapy. 

At  the  end  temporarily  re- 
covered. the  king  instructs  his 
son  to  wave  at  the  welcoming 
crowds:  “Let  them  see  that 
we're  happy,  that  is  why  we 
are  here."  The  drama's  own 
reason  for  existing  — beyond 
telling  its  tale,  and  giving 
history  a modem  inflection  — 
remains  vague.  But  the  film 


hides  the  confusion  better  than 
the  play,  and  Hawthorne’s 
commanding  performance, 
honed  over  three  years  on  the 
stage,  is  preserved  for  posteri- 
ty, or  as  long  as  celluloid  lasts. 

Another  Best  Actor  hopeful. 
Paul  Newman,  competes  in 
Nobody’s  Fool,  an  endearing 
slice  of  smalltown  Americana 
from  writer  and  director  Rob- 
ert Benton.  Donald  “Sully" 
Sullivan  is  an  unusual  charac- 
ter for  Newman,  now  normal- 
ly seen  in  patrician  roles.  This 
60-year-old  construction  work- 
er has  frittered  away  his  life  in 
a backwater  of  New  York 
State.  No  funds  to  speak  of:  his 
damaged  kneecap  and  prickly 
attitude  limit  his  employment 
No  home,  either  he  rents  a 
room  from  his  old  school 
teacher,  die  late  Jessica  Tandy. 
And  no  supportive  family.  A 
loser.  His  boss,  Bruce  Willis, 
even  calls  him  a schmuck. 

But  this  schmuck  with  a 
limp  is  at  least  optimistic.  In 
the  words  of  Richard  Russo, 
author  of  the  source  novel. 
Sully  “always  concluded  that 
in  six  months  he’d  be  better  off 
than  he  was  now  for  the 
simple  reason  that  he  couldn't 
be  any  worse  off".  For  all  die 
bickering  and  abuse  passing 
between  friends,  family  and 
neighbours,  this  is  a genial 
film  on  a human  scale. 

In  North  Bath,  a fictional 
small  town  untouched  by  the 
suburban  spread,  people  mat- 
ter. not  car  chases  or  gunfire. 
Whatever  drama  there  is 
comes  mostly  from  life’s  small 
incidents:  the  strain  of  cele- 
brating Thanksgiving:  child- 
ish pranks  with  a snowblower 
machine:  a feud  with  the  local 
cop. 

Newman,  who  turned  70 
this  January,  can  pass  for  60 
with  ease.  It  must  be  that  salad 
dressing  he  markets.  The 
beady  blue  eyes  are  un- 
dimmed. the  natural  authority 
as  strong  as  ever.  Initially  it 
may  be  hand  to  accept  him  as  a 
non-achiever,  but  Newman 
plays  with  such  crispness  and 
zest  that  you  watch  transfixed. 
The  jury  at  the  Berlin  Film 
Festival  certainly  did:  he  won 
the  Best  Actor  prize. 

Others  are  equally  good, 
even  Willis,  buckling  down  to 


Gagged  and  bound  for  glory.  Nigel  Hawthorne  is  royally  indisposed  while  manifesting  The  Madness  of  King  George 


a little  acting  as  the  cranky 
boss  of  Tip  Top  Construction. 
The  boss  has  an  unhappy  and 
sexy  wife.  Melanie  Griffith: 
her  late-flowering  romance 
with  Newman  is  not  the 
script’s  most  believable 
strand,  but  Griffith  makes  the 
character  appealing.  Sur- 
rounding townsfolk,  like  Gene 
Saks’s  lawyer,  who  yanks  off 
his  artificial  leg  to  serve  as  a 
poker  game  stake,  add  further 
spice. 

Benton,  a smalltown  boy 
himself,  responds  fondly  to 
Russo’s  portrait  of  an  America 
passed  over  by  progress.  You 
can  almost  sniff  the  air  in 
these  depressed  streets, 
shrouded  in  grey  winter  wea- 
ther. Nobodys  Fool  swims 
against- the  Hollywood  main- 


stream: -where  most  films 
thwack  our  heads,  Nobodys 
Fool  — modest,  nonchalant  — 
taps  us  on  the  shoulder.  Come 
prepared  for  quiet  but  potent 
delights. 

Normal  service  is  resumed 
in  Drop  Zone,  where  the  plot 
occupies  a few  square  indies 
on  a screen  that  only  comes  to 
life  when  sky-divers  jump  off  a 
jumbo  jet.  scoop  up  the  odd 
body  falling  without  a para- 
chute. or  festoon  the  air  during 
July  4 celebrations  in  Wash- 
ington. Some  divers  do  these 
things  for  fun.  like  Yancy 
Butler,  whose  wisecracking 
flier  seems  on  loan  from  a 
Howard  Hawks  movie  such 
as  Only  Angels  Have  Wings. 
Others,  led  by  Gary  Busey.  are 
bent  on  extravagant  crime. 


hacking  into  the  computer 
files  of  the  Drug  Enforcement 
Administration.  And  none, 
whether  off  ground  or  on.  can 
move  a step  without  deafening 
musical  accompaniment 

To  catch  the  criminals.  L S 
marshal  Wesley  Snipes  goes 
undercover.  “Oh!  Ah!"  he  cries 
as  he  attempts  his  first  dive. 
The  script  does  contain  longer 
words,  but  none  are  impor- 
tant The  stunt  team  keeps  the 
aerial  thrills  coming  but  the 
director  John  Badham.  the 
master  of  empty-headed  fun, 
does  nothing  to  prevent  the 
film  becoming  a waste  of 
Snipes's  talent  a poor  excuse 
for  entertainment  and  a real 
strain  on  the  eardrums. 

Real  life  attempts  a come- 
back in  Mi  Vida  Loca  (My 


Crazy  life),  Allison  Anders’s 
uninvolving  portrait  of  life 
among  the  young  Mearican- 
American  women  of  Echo 
Park.  Los  Angeles.  Shooting 
took  place  on  the  eans-oon- 
trolied  streets  shortly  after  the 
1992  riots:  some  pans  are 
plated  by  gang  members.  But 
authentic  lipstick  and  custom- 
built  cars  mean  little  when  the 
acting  overall  is  flat,  and  the 
story  keeps  shattering  into 
separate  scenes,  with  voice- 
over commentaries  used  as 
glue.  As  with  Gas  Food  lodg- 
ing. Anders's  first  feature,  a 
good  film  might  Ik  buried 
inside:  for  now,  though,  we 
must  rest  content  with  promis- 
ing hints,  a few  tender  mo- 
ments. and  the  jangling 
soundtrack’s  Latin  pop  music. 


Cezanne  finds  a home  in 
the  new  South  Africa 


Sandra  Bank's  The  Distance  Between : “Her  painting  belongs  to  the  great  stream  of 
international  modernism,  and  yet  South  Africa  sml  seems  to  be  at  the  root  of  it” 


As  South  Africa  comes 
out  of  exile  and  into  the 
real  world  again,  it  is 
natural  that  its  artists  should 
do  the  same.  Certainly  the  art 
of  Sandra  Bank  bears  this  out. 
Her  painting  belongs  to  the 
great  stream  of  international 
modernism  (representational 
strand),  and  yet  South  Africa 
still  seems  to  be  at  the  root  of  it. 

Bank  was  bom  in  Johannes- 
burg. where  she  spent  her 
childhood,  and  her  art  studies 
were  all  in  South  Africa,  at 
Witwatersrand  University  in 
Johannesburg,  and  then  in 
Cape  Town.  Here  she  ac- 
quired a solid  academic 
grounding  and  skill,  parti cu- 


VISUAL  ART:  Sandra  Bank  is  part 
of  the  commonwealth  of  inspiration, 
says  John  Russell  Taylor 
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laxly  in  drawing  the  human 
figure.  In  her  schooldays  the 
word  of  recent  developments 
in  European  and  American  art 
was  slow  to  arrive  in  South 
Africa,  but  the  urge  towards  a 
valid  contemporary  idiom  was 
strong,  and  art  students  built 
upon  what  they  had  available. 

The  strongest  influence  on 
Bank,  as  on  so  many  20th- 
century  artists,  seems  to  have 
been  Cfaanne.  He  is  still 
strongly  present  in  the  work 
she  has  done  since  she  settled 
in  London.  The  immediate 
impression  presented  by  her 
oil  paintings  is  of  the  predomi- 
nant bludsh-grey  tones  bal- 
anced with  the  dry  earthy 
browns  common  to  Provence 
in  France  and  much  of  inland 
South  Africa. 

Look  closer,  and  one  discov- 
ers a passion  for  fragmenting 
the  figures  in  a way  that  looks 
forward  from  C&anne  to  early 
Cubism,  and  like  both  is 
concerned  with  conveying 
density  and  volume,  three 
dimensions  palpably  present 
in  two. 

Bank  is  primarily  interested 
in  the  human,  most  often  the 
female  nude.  But  the  human 
figure  is  always  in  context,  as 
part  of  a landscape  united  in 
the  same  artistic  construct  It 


is  difficult  to  decide  whether 
the  physical  surroundings  are 
anthropomorphised  or  the 
humans  monumentalised,  to 
attain  the  quality  of  trees  or 
rocky  outcrops.  What  is  cer- 
' tain  is  that  they  co-exist  in 
extraordinary  harmony,  all 
part  of  the  same  spare-rime 
continuum. 

Nothing  here,  on  the  face  of 
it,  very  South  African.  But 
there  is  something  buried  in’ 
even  the  most  outward-look- 
ing paintings  which  comes  out 
dearly  in  the  brilliant  series  of 
small  figure  compositions  in 
oil  on  paper.  The  paint  is  used 
almost  like  some  dry  medium 
— it  could  be  oil-based  pastel, 
for  instance  — to  capture  an 
instantaneous  quality  of  move- 
ment momentarily  arrestetL 
These  drawings/paintings 
look  as  though  they  were 
dashed  off.  like  an  oriental 
brush  painting  where  the 
quickness  of  the  eye  deceives 
the  hand. 

Possibly  Bank  works  the 
same  way.  But  whether  she 
does  or  not,  these  thumbnail 
sketches  have  the  authority 
and  occupy  the  mental  space 
of  much  larger  works.  And 
they  offer  a due  to  the  larger, 
more  formal  work  in  their 
clear  evocation  of  the  native- 


Southern  African,  the  primi- 
tive world  of  the  Kalahari  and 
its  primeval  desert  inhabit- 
ants. 

Once  recognised,  the  ele- 
ment is  there  even  in  works 
like  the  grand  standing  nude 
She:  this,  perhaps,  is  the 
reconciliation  of  man  and  his 
environment  that  Bank  seems 
to  be  seeking  throughout  her 
works. 

•Sandra  Bank  is  at  Harriet 
Green  Gallery,  $ Silwr  Place. 
London  Wl  f 0171-287  832S)  until 
April  IS 
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CONSUMER  programmes 
i nave  been  a growth  area  in 
{ radio  over  the  past  ten  years, 

I spearheaded  by  the  BBC  and, 

i in  particular,  by  Radio  4. 
Many  of  them,  such  as  John 
Waite's  Face  the  Facts  and 
Derek  Cooper's  The  Food 
programme,  have  delivered  a 
high  standard  of  investigative 
reportins  and  exposed  some 
ghastly  ne’er-do-wells. 

“ The  great  thing  about  con- 
sumer programmes  is  that 
they  appeal  to  the  highly 
developed  British  sense  of 
unfair  play,  which  is  a way  erf 
saying  chat  we  love  a damn 
sood  moan.  One  of  the  prime 
moaning  spots  is  ai  midday 
every  weekday  on  Radio  4, 
when  You  and"  Yours  is  on  the 
air  with  every  manner  of 
moan  known  to  mankind. 
Much  of  it  is  valuable  and 
informative,  some  of  it  is  plain 
daft. 

The  trouble  with  You  and 
Yours  is  that,  having  been 
allowed  on  to  the  air  five  days 
a week,  it  risks  trivial ising  the 
agenda  in  order  to  fill  the 
available  space.  It  cannot  be 
too  many  years  before  You 
and  Yours  has  an  item  about 
the  fact  that  Hampstead 
Heath  tends  to  be  windy  and 
demanding  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Environment  does 
something  about  it 

But  what  happens  when  a 
much  moaned-about  British 
institution  (British  Rail)  falls 
victim  to  a much-vaunted 
modern  policy  (privatisation), 
raising  the  fear  of  God  among 
a much-loved,  if  neglected, 
British  minority  (the 
disabled)? 

The  answer  to  that  turned 
up  on  Tuesday  evening  when 
In  Touch,  the  weekly  pro- 
gramme for  the  blind,  per- 
suaded one  of  the  prime 
bidders  for  the  brave  new 
world  of  railways  into  the 
studio.  Brian  Cox  is  managing 
director  of  Stagecoach,  the  biis 
company  that  now  wishes  to 
become  a train  company. 

After  listening  to  a litany  of 
phoned-in  complaints  from 
blind  people  bemused  by 
everything  from  British  Rail 
toilets  to  the  alarming  short- 
age of  human  beings  able  to 
help  them  on  platforms,  Cox 
found  half  a dozen  ways  of 
.saying  that  he  had  found  his 
time  in  the  srudio  vastly 
informative  and  he  would  now 
go  away  and . . . think. 

I doubt  that  this  assurance 
gave  much  comfort  to  the 
disabled  community,  but  al-  . 
though  I happen  to  think  that 
rail  privatisation  is  a disaster  I 
cannot  for  the  life  of  me 
understand  why  Cox  and  the  .. 
other  private  bidders  for  the 
rail  network  should  be  expect- 
ed to  provide  a service  that  the 
public  rati  network  has  cyni- 
cally failed  to  provide. 

Yet  it  was  dear  from  the  - 
tone  taken  by  In  Touch  that 
consumer  programmes  are 
girding  their  loins  for  an 
assault  on  privatised  rati  com-’ 
panies.  Therefore,  in  a few 
years,  these  programmes  wffi 
encourage  us  to  look  back  cm 
the  dear  dead  days  of  British 
Rail  as  some  Utopian  age  of 
travel  smashed  to  smithereens  / 
by  Thatcherite  hordes  roam- 
ing the  buffet  cars  in  search  of 
wheelchairs  to  heave  out  of  toe  - 
window. 

1 _ worry  as  much  as  the  next 
civilised  adult  about  the  future 
of  the  railways,  but  I worry. 
nearly  as  much  about  the 
tendency  of  consumer  pro-  . 
grammes  to  demand  from  the 
private  sector  standards  uor\ . 
dreamt  of  in  the  pubUc  one. 

Peter  Barnard 


PASSION  AFTER  DINNER 


. UONDON  - 
- Comedy  Theatre  • 
■BETTY,  dressed; in  an. ex- 
pensive tailored  suit  with  : 
, navy  accessories,  and  sport-:; 
tng  a rafter  smarthafrao.  is  f 
all  set  for  her  son's  wedding  : 
; day  — so  why  is  she  up  in  . 
’the  attic?  This  3s  die  begin-.. : 
.rang  of  .Kay  iMeifcrs  A 
Passionate  WomarL,  star- 
-ririg  the-  'award-winning 
Stephanie  .Cole  (from  tefe-  : 
vision's  Waiting  for  God) 
and; . directed  . by . ; Ned  : 
Sherrm.-  ; ; 

■ Theatre.  Club  ^members  - 
can  book  fop-price  seats  far 
Monday  to  Thursday  -per-  . 

formances  from  ,. March  - 27 

to  ApnTB,"  and  enjoy  atwen  " 
course ' : pre-theatre  dinner 
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THEATRE:  Danish  pseuds  cornered  in  NW3;  rhyme  without  reason  ruins  Molfere’s  poetry 

Episodes  in  search  of  a story 


Morning  and  Evening 
Hampstead 


The  second  half  of  _ Asmd 
Saal bach's  intriguing  if  unex- 
citing play  consists  of  a dinner 
party  that  would  seem  odd  if  it 
were  held  on  Glastonbury  Tor  instead 
of  in  the  garden  of  a tnwnhouse  in 
Scandinavia.  The  dawn  chorus  begins 
about  midnight.  The  stars  vanish  while 
a drunken  guest  reels  about  enjoining 
God  to  switch  them  back  on.  Then  the 
dry  foils  deathly  quiet;  a child  comes  in 
to  confide  that  she  has  met  an  angel; 
and  a desolate  wind,  as  from  Revela- 
tions or  that  pan  of  the  BBC  archives 
where  H-bomb  effects  are  filed,  adds  to 
the  impression  dial  these  people  are,  as 
one  half-jokily  claims,  “the  last  on 
earth". 

We  have  had  several  plays  with  an 
end-of-mfilennium  feel  from  Brad 
Fraser.  Tony  Kushner  and  other  North 
Americans.  This  comes  from  Denmark 
and.  although  it  too  is  written  in 
episodic  style,  it  is  much  milder  stuff. 
Imagine  a collaboration  between  Alan 
Ayckbourn  and  Marguerite  Duras, 
with  bits  of  metaphysic  from  Beckett, 
and  you  have  some  sense  of  a play 
unlikely  to  take  London  by  storm  but 
unusual  enough  to  merit  its  NW3  slot. 

Some  will  find  its  format  pretentious, 
and  with  reason.  Until  the  appearance 
of  Robert  Jones’s  gorgeously  lush  patio 
in  Act  n.  the  piece  is  set  in  a blue-and- 
gold  proscenium  with,  if  I mistake  not. 
our  own  nation's  arms  on  its  arch. 
Here  occur  brief  confrontations  an- 
nounced by  glimmering  scrolls  as 
"morning  scene"  or  “intermezzo”.  If  ail 
this  is  Saalbach's  attempt  to  add 
stature  to  what  might  otherwise  seem 
random  encounters,  it  is  neither  suc- 
cessful nor  necessary,  for  she  is  quite 
capable  of  writing  good,  pointed  dia- 
logue on  her  own. 

In  one  “morning  scene"  a young 
man  prepares  to  wed  a bride  suffering 
from  a killer  disease:  Then  an  apologet- 


(From  left)  Alex  Kingston.  Reece  Dinsdale,  Jonathan  Cullen  and  Helen  Baxendale.  Drawing  by  Bill  Hewison 


ic.  self-hating  and  probably  suicidal 
man,  fleeing  a failed  marriage,  app- 
ears at  the  Sat  of  the  girlfriend  he  once 
violently  abused. 

Then  irs  back  to  die  aftermath  of 
scene  one.  with  the  minister  who 
married  the  lovers  comforting  a neu- 
rotic parishioner,  and  so  to  what  the 
programme  misspells  as  “inter- 
mezzoes".  A woman  terrifies  a beggar 
by  giving  her  money  in  exchange  for  a 
blessing;  a man  sees  a shooting  star  but 
can't  think  of  a wish;  a couple 
enviously  inspect  a grand  house  they 
can’t  afford  to  buy.  It  is  beginning  to 


add  up  to  a bad  case  of  the  Danish 
blues,  a mix.  of  hope,  frustration, 
confusion,  illness  and  desperation. 

In  the  second  half  the  diagnosis  is 
complete.  Most  of  the  couples  round 
the  table  have  what  one  might  call 
Aydtboumian  relationships  but  dis- 
play them  more  overtly  pfau’re  tun 
emotional  cripple”;  “I  hate  you”;  "Yes, 
and  I hate  you"}  than  the  sage  of 
Scarborough  usually  permits.  At  their 
head,  controlling  without  understand- 
ing them,  is  a Danish  politician  who 
combines  the  self-effacing  modesty  of 
Baroness  Thatcher  with  the  shrinking 


sensitivity  of  Dickens's  Mrs  JeUaby, 
who  "devoted  herself  to  public  duty  at 
the  expense  of  her  home". 

Polly  Adams,  sublimely  smug,  re- 
sists the  invitation  to  find  a little 
insecurity  in  this  role,  but  the  rest  of 
John  Dove's  cast  cannot  be  faulted. 
Alex  Kingston.  Selina  Cadell,  Reece 
Dinsdale.  Jonathan  Cullen.  Helen 
Baxendale:  ail  play  three  or  four 
characters  and  sketch  them  in  as 
completely  as  time  and  a laconically 
apocalyptic  author  allow. 

Benedict  Nightingale 


ONE  of  two  English  Touring 
Theatre  productions  on  the 
road,  this  energetic  Motigre  is 
near  the  end  of  its  travels,  and 
when  Ben  Orme rod's  ironic 
“happy  end"  music  wafts  the 
young  lovers  into  wedded  bliss 
for  the  last  time  next  week  f 
should  not  be  surprised  to 
learn  that  David  Gant  has  lost 
a stone  in  weight. 

Gant  plays  Amolphe,  the 
elderly,  unattractive  guardian 
of  innocent  Agn&s,  reared  in 
total  seclusion  so  that  she  will 
make  him  a fittingly  subservi- 
ent wife.  He  appears  to  have 
taken  for  his  character  note 
the  woeful  ciy  Amolphe  utters 
in  the  middle  of  the  playwhen 
bis  carefully  laid  plans  are 
rearing  up  and  bashing  him  in . 
the  face.  “I  can’t  keep  still!"  he 


Fool  of  sound  and  fury 


exclaims,  but  this  is  no  news  to 
us.  He  hasn’t  been  stOl  since 
the  play  began. 

His  is  a performance  from 
the  school  for  over-emphasis. 
His  fingers  flutter,  they  pound 
the  air,  clutch  at  his  chest.  His 
jaw  juts,  his  Ups  snarl;  he 
seethes.  Amolphe  is  certainly 
a man  sorely  tried  by  Fate,  for 
Molfere’s  happy  invention  is 
id  have  Horace,  the  youth  in 
love  with  Agn£s,  make  him  his 
confidant  without  realising  he 
is  >his  'rival.  Amolphe  must 
feign  patient  attention  while 
rage  and- jealousy  curdle  his 
vitals.  But . by  pitching  his 
performance  at  Force  Eight 


The  School 
for  Wives 
Riverside,  W6 


from  the  start  Gant  gives 
himself  nowhere  to  climb 
thereafter  — though  the  char- 
acter abruptly  becomes  Inter- 
esting again  near  the  end 
when  Gant  calms  down. 

This  serious  misjudgment 
spoils  Stephen  Unwin’s  pro- 
duction because  Amolphe  is 
on  stage  emoting  like  fury  for 
tiie  greater  part  of  the  two 
hours.  His  servants  foUow  a 


similar  pattern  of  always  jerk- 
ing their  bodies  about  before 
uttering,  but  we  have  learnt  to 
accept  zany  behaviour  in 
French  domestics  of  the  per- 
iod. and  they  frequently  disap- 
pear to  go  shopping. 

But  all  round  Gant  and  his 
underlings  the  acting  is  attrac- 
tive, with  Faith  Flint  offering  a 
delightfully  innocent  AgruJs. 
On  her  sweet  doll’s  face  is  an 
almost  permanently  anxious 
mouth,  and  she  has  a disarm- 
ing way  of  keeping  her  gaze 
dutifully  fixed  on  her  ogre- 
guardian's  eyes.  Skewed  awk- 
wardly on  a chair,  her  attitude 
combines  the  slump  of  dejec- 


tion with  the  habit  of  unfailing 
obedience. 

Ben  Porter  combines  Hor- 
ace's rapture  and  despair  with 
comic  exuberance,  and  Chris 
Tranchell.  as  Amolphe 's 
friend  Chrysalde,  has  a nice 
moment  praising  the  comforts 
of  cuckoldom.  Jackie  Brooks’s 
design  isolates  Agnes's  red- 
walled  home-cum-prison 
centre-stage,  like  a faintly 
sinister  doll’s  house,  and 
Kenneth  McLeish’s  verse 
translation  neatly  varies  short 
lines  — “Thick  as  two  planks? 
No.  thanks"  — within  an 
artfully  delayed  rhyme  struc- 
ture. But  at  the  heart  of  it  all  is 
a whirling  dervish  of  an 
Arndphe,  and  that’s  a pity. 

Jeremy  Kingston 


LONDON 

CHSWOMUSHW:  PMtoo  Opera's 
production  of  StwaakcMch's  operetta 
was  last  auumn’3  operate  "steeper", 
ao  back  t times  for  another  tun. 
Shostakovich's  caichy  turns  are  a 
defeght  and  Ihere  are  added  bonuses  in 
David  Poimtrxjy'E  retty  translation  and 
Gerard  McBuney's  rs-orchestrahon 
Lyric.  King  Street.  Hatnrnerannh.  WB 
(0181-741  2311}  PMmews  begin  tonjgW. 
7J0pm.  opens  Mar  28  UntSApta.IB 

IIUSKT AROUND  TOWN.  Andrew 
Wdtteson  and  the  City  of  London 
SMonia  start  today's  prapamnws 
with  a tree  lunchtime  conceit  erf  works 
from  Eteden,  Jam  Woohch.  Robin  Or 
end  Vaughan  WAam$.  This  everano. 
Michael  TKson  Thomas  opens  Pan  Twj 
ot  his  Mahler  Festival  with  the  London 
Symphony  OiiJreahaei  [tie  Bartacan: 
the  performance  includes  Mahler's 
Symphony  No  a In  A mnor  and  the  UK 
premtaraotSrJwntlKe's  Concerto  Grosfio 
No  5.  Meenwmte.  Andrew  Davts  and  the 
BBC  Symphony  Orchestra  cortenuc 
the*  Mute  to  Messiaen  at  the  South 
Bar*  (CSnq  Rechants  and  TuongaM. 

St  Katherine  Crae.  leadenftul  Street. 
1pm.  Barbican,  5*  Street,  EC2  © 
{0171-638  8691).  7 30pm  Festival 
Haft.  South  Bank.  SEl  © 10171-828 
8800).  7.30pm. 


Q AGAMEMNON'S  CHILDREN. 
BicaHent  staging  by  Laurence  Boswen  o» 
three  Eupdas  dramas  Strong 
performances  m Kenneth  McLeish's 
edtoqdaj  translation.  Tonight  Efertra 
or  (testes  or  (rhsgerrela 
Gale.  11  PerrMdgsRoad.  Wli  <0171- 
229  0708)  IndMduaJ  ptays  Mon-Tua. 
Thtra-F/i.  7.30pm  TntogyWPdarxJSai 
except  Mar  27  and  31  umJAprl. 

D A1NT  MISBEHAVIN':  BthflaratkT 
song'  n ' dame  shew  created  trom  the 
hUs  of  Fats  Water  Non-stop  energy  on 
teal 

Lyric,  Shaftesbury  Avenue.  Wi  (0771- 
49d  5045)  Mon-Sat  0pm:  mats  Thurs. 
3pm  and  Sea.  5pm. 

□ BROKEN  GLASS  Arthur  Miter-, 
masterly  tframa.  dteftSng  his  lletang 
concern  with  personal  responsibility, 
□avid  ThackeTs  production,  with  Henry 
Goodman  and  Margot  Letcester  superb 
as  ths  cereal  Jewish  couple 

Duka  of  York's.  St  Mamn’S  Lane.  WC2 
(0171-836  5122)  MQn-SaL  7.45pm, 
mats  Wed  and  Sal.  3pm  © 

□ BURNING  BLUE  Strong  and 
moving  play  by  farmer  fighter  prior 
D.M.W.  Greer  about  (nendstup. 
doomed  gay  tore  and  a witch  tun  in  the 
US  Navy.  John  T HtahokdrecK 
King's  Hoad,  Upper  Street.  Nt  {0171  - 
226 1916)  Tue-Sau  Bpm.  mats  Sat  and 
Sun,  330pm. 


NEW  RELEASES 

EOEN  VALLEY  (15|-  A father,  a son. 
and  Harness  racing  Ran'sfceofflto 
Irom  norttveast  England  and  the  Amber 
Fdma  coKecnve. 

ICA  Cinematheque  (0171-930  3647) 

IMMORTAL  BELOVED  H5>  Gary 
Oldman  Is  Beethoven,  but  the  film  stui 
ends  up  wnnhy  and  cM.  With  Jenxn 
Krabbe  and  Isabella  Rossemi.  wrfter- 
cfeMor.  Damn)  Ron 
Eoytw  £ (0800  83891 1)  MGM 
Fulham  Road  (0171 -370  2638)  UC1 
WMntays©  10171-792  3332) 

♦ LQ.  (IQ-  Albert  Enstetfi  steers  his 
niece  ICHMRie  romance  wtth  an  ortfrwy 
Joe.  Overly  cure  comedy  with  Meg 
Ryan,  7m  Robbins  and  Walter  Matthau. 
Empire  (0600  88891 IJMGMK 
Futhara  Road  {01  ?1  -370  2636) 
TracadsfoS}  (0771-434  0031)  UCf 
Whitateya  Q (01 71 -792  33321 

LITTLE  WOMEN  (U)  Fresh.  Under. 
femSvst  version  of  me  19th  century 
ctasac,  with  Winona  Hydsr.  Susan 
Sarandon,  md  Gabriel  Byrne. 

Odaon  Leicester  Sq  (042&915  683) 

♦ PRIEST  (15)'-  Torment  of  a gay 
Catholic  pnesL  Oiwarou^s  rtama  thal 
stftl  packs  a punch.  Amoraa  Bird  directs 
Linus  Roache.  Tom  Wilkinson. 
ClaphamPIctm  House  (0171-496 
33231  Curaon  West  End  (0171-389 
7723  WGMFUham  Road  ©(01 71- 


TODAY’S  EVENTS 


• A dally  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
compfled  by  Kils  Anderson 


LONDON  CITY  BALLET:  The 

company  conunues  as  spmg  season 
lineup  o(  Gatna  Samsova's  staging  or 
Gtsete  teamed  wih  a programme  ot 
Ashton's  Tweedledum  and  TwaecSe- 
ctea  the  lakeside  soerw  horn  Swan 
Lake.  David  Ocfnne'B  Satiation  Bait 
and  a sefecttori  o<  sfKwpiece  duers 
Hawth.  Hawth  Avenue.  Crawley  (02&3 
553838).  Tonight- Ss.  7.30pm:  mai 
today  and  Sa , 230pm.  © 

ELSEWHERE 

POOLE'  Andrew  Litton  returns  to  the 
Boumemouih  Symphony  OrtimW 
as  both  conductor  and  sokxst  lor  a 
three-night  programme  of  Rarei's  La 
Vatse  and  Plano  Concerto  in  G and 
Shostaiowch's  Symphony  No  5 ft  D 
minor. 

Wessex  Hal.  Ans  Centre©  (01202 
6852221  Tomorrow  In  Bristol.  Coteion 
Hall  © 101 1 7 9223682)  and  Fn  in 
Plymouth.  Pavlions  Q 10752  222200). 
Alai  7 30pm 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


■ House  full,  returns  onfy 
E Soma  seats  owHabta 
O Seals  at  aU  prices 


□ CELL  MATES'  Rk  MsyaU  and  now 
Smon  Waid  play  Bourke  and  Blake,  si 
Smon  Grey's  disappointing  play. 

Mayan  has  some  good  moments 
Aftrary,  SI  Mann  s Lane.  WC2  (0i7i- 
369 1 730)  Tomdi-Sat,  8pm.  mats 
today 3pm end SaL  5pm  FnsJweok. 

□ IN  PRAISE  OF  LOVE  Pater  Bowies 
and  Usa  Harrow  In  Ratttgan  drama 
about  bravely  toctog  death  nerastng 
and  finaBy  touching  as  it  shows  the 
effects.  Hand  good,  olenwr tonal 
rearaJm. 

Apollo.  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W? 
(0171-494  5070)  Mon-Sat.  8pm.  mate 
Thus.  3pm  and  Sat.  5pm. 

B INDIAN  INK.  FeOdty  Kendal.  Art 
MaJk  and  Margaret  Tyaack  in  Tom 
Stoppard's  tetest.  wudly,  poignantly, 
exploring  aspects  of  An^cHndlan 
resentments  and  respocL  Rater  Wood 
drects. 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Geoff  Brown's  assessment  of 
fUmstn  London  and  (where 
indicated  wtth  the  symbol  ♦ ) 
on  release  across  the  country 


370  2638)  Ranch  (0171-837  0402) 
Screen/Green  (01 71  -228  3520)  Warner 
©(0171-4374343) 

CURRENT 

♦ DISCLOSURE  US):  hfichtri 
Douglas  says  no  to  Demi  Moora 
superficially  entoyabte  vemon  at 
Mikael  Crichton's  blockbuster. 

Barbican  Q (0171  -638  8891 ) MGMs: 
Futtiam  Road  (01 71-370  2638) 
Trocedero  ©(0171-434  0031) 

Netting  Hm  Coronet  S (0171-727 
6705)  Odeon  Marble  Arch  (01436 
9145011  Screen/  Baker  Street  [0171- 
935  2772)  UCI  WMtetoys  © (0 1 7 1 -792 
3332)  Warner  B (0171-437  4343) 

• NELL  (12).  Doctor  Liam  Neeson 
nurtures  badrwoods  wM  child  JOdle 
Footer.  Wei  acted,  well  meant  but 
glutinous  Director,  Michael  Apted. 
MGMk  Baker  Street  (01 71 -935  9772) 
Chelsea  (0171-352  5096)  Tottenham 
Court  Road  (OT  71 -636  6 1481  Odecne;  ' 
Kortstegtoa  @14269146681  Swiss 


ARTS  31 


CARDIFF:  The  Tourtno  Pannershp's 
second  preducocin  is  Peace  In  Our 
Time,  a rae  revival  of  CWranfs  1946 
drama,  Bnaffnmg  □ Bntam  conquered  by 
meNeoa  Wyn  J-xws drecn lhe 30- 

3tr  ong  cast 

New.  Pork  Place  (032  394844). 
Tomght-SrA.  7.30pnr,  mat  SaL  B 

EDINBURGH  Aftstlc  diredar  Galina 
Samscwa  and  des^ier  Jasper  Conran 
*td  merr  own  style  and  giamcw  to  the 
origMctKinogrBphrforScBitiati 
BaBefs  new  production  ot  Swan  Lake. 
Not  robe  missed 

Festival  Nicoteon  Street  (0131  -529 
6000).  Torvghi-Sal.  7.30pm  S 
LBCESTEH  Paul  Kerrysop  (tracts 
Kathryn  Evens  r the  Mte  rote  ol  Pom 
Gemss  powerful  stage-b*o  Ptel. 
Haymarivet  BdgraveGete  (0116252 
4797)  Opens  1 anight,  730pm.  Then 
Mon-Sat  7 30pm:  mat  Sat.  3pm  UrU 
Apr  15 

WATFORD  Opening  night  loo  lor  ihe 
world  prarmere  o(  Sherman  Macdmald's 
Borders  of  Paradbe.  axpudng  the 
romantic  ywmlngG  ol  ae  adolescence 
Two  gris  on  a d«  gaze  down  at  boys 
surfing:  Lou  Stem  directs. 

Palace.  Clarendon  Road  (01923 
2256711.  Torvgfn.  745pm  Than  Mon- 
Thors,  7 4.5pm.  Fn  and  Sat.  8pm;  ma 
Sat,  3pm  Until  Apr  8. 


AMwych.  Aktwych.  WC2  (0171-415 
6003)  Mon-Sal.  7 30pm.  mats  Wed  and 
SaL  3pm. 

□ THE  LIVE  BED  SHOW.  Carofcie 
Quentin  and  Paul  Merfon  play  a couple 
on  their  (utvney  towards  sharngo  bed 
In  Arthur  Srirth’s  comedy 

Garrick.  Chahng  Cross  Road.  WC2 
(0I7T -494  5085)  Mon-Thura.  8pm.  Fn 
<m  S^,  6.30pm  and  0 45pm 

■ UGANDA.  Judith  Johnson's  new 
play,  dreded  tv  PoSy  Tesle.  traong  the 
MandsWp  that  grmrs  between  a 
gneving  widower  and  hia  daughter's 
Asian  boyfriend. 

Theatre  Upetatra  Royal  Court.  Soane 
Square.  SW1  (0171-730  2554)  Tnrvghl- 
Sa.  7.45pm,  mat  SaL  4pm  Find  week 

□ WHAT  THE  BUTLER  SAW  Joe 
Orton's  lararal  Freudian  nightmare 
engagingly  revived  with  John  Aided  on, 
Nicola  Page!  and  a rather  too 
MukJrervisn  Richard  Wfeon. 

National  (Lyttelton).  South  Bank.  SEl 
10171-928  22521  Today.  115  and 
7.30pm  © 

13  2QRRO — THE  MUSICAL:  The 
masked  swashtxKktar  nghts  wrongs, 
duties  gravity  and  gives  me  audtence  a 
great  tone  n Ken  HA'S  show  Fnalweek. 
Theatre  Royal.  Gerry  Rentes  Square. 
£15  |0t0f-534  03101  Tonrghr.  6pm.  © 
Ticket  information  suppted  by  Sooety 
ol  London  Theatre 


Cottage  101 426  91 4096)  West  End 
101 426  9 1 5574)  UCI  Wtitttfeya  © 
(0171-792  3332) 

I LOVE  A MAN  IN  UNIFORM  (181- 
Cop  show  actor  loses  pip  on  reaftiv 
Sinking  Canadian  Sm  from  drector 
David  Welmgion.  with  Tom  McCanns 
Metro  J071-437  0757) 

♦ PRET-A-PORTER  (151  Sixpnsmgty 
leeble  satire  on  the  lashton  world  tram 
Robert  Altman  with  a much  pvMcteed 
ait-siai  cast. 

MGMK  Rfthren  Rd  © (01 71 -370 
2*336)  Tottenham  Court  Rd  (0171  -638 
8148)  Orleans:  Swiss  Cottage  (01426 
914098)  West  End  (01428  915574)  UCI 
WMtalays  © (01 71-792  3332) 

♦ QUIZ  SHOW  (15):  Director  Robert 
Rediord  resureds  a TV  scandal  ol  the 
late  1950s  Fine  performances  Pul  not 
enough  bCe,  or  relevance 

Gats©  (0171-727  4043)  MGM 
Chelsea  (0171-352  5096)  OdsonK 
Hoymartet  (01428  9 15353) 
Kensington  (01426914666)  Swlsa 
Cottage  101 426  9T  4098}  Screen/HW 
©(0171-435  3366)  UCI  Whtteleys© 
(0171-7923332)  Warner  ©(01 7 1-437 
4343) 

♦ THE  RIVER  WILD  (12)  Cnrruvfc 
irrperf)  a family  on  uiar  whoa  water 
rafting  hoSdsy.  Enjoyable  action  thnter. 
wlh  Meryl  Streep  and  Kmn  Bacon. 
MOM  Ttaasdaro  © (Oi  7 1 -434  003 1 ) 
Pleat  B @000 688997} 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


ART  GALLERIES 

MBTRAL  GALLERY,  10  Oner  SI, 
London  WI.  ARTHUR  EASTON 
HQX  One  men  srffeftkn.  Un9  30 
Afrt  Tet'0171  499  4J01/Z 
Morvftl  108.  Sat  104 


ALBERT  WC2  BO  0171 369 1730 
CC 0171 344  4444  (no  tAg  lea) 

ROC  SIMON 

MAYALL  WARD 

Hi  M8yaL_gvm  a Mat 
partornniCT"  S.W 
h 'SIMON  GRAY’S  wMy.tauding 
and  •nrau0Ny  humane  new  phy 
(MyBqnaa 

CELL  MA1ES 

Eras  Bpm  Mats  Wed  3pm  Sal  5pm 
LAST  WEEK  ENDS  SA 


ALOWTCHcc 0171 416  6003 
0171 497  9977  (no  fee) 
Ergs  700.  Mels  WUSStt  30 


INDIAN  INK 


THE  GREEN 
ROOM 

a ibc  Cife  Royal  London'* 
Premier  Cdraet  end  Nistaeteb 

HELEN  SHAPIRO 

14  March  - 1 April  1995 
RESIDENT  BAN1X 
bar  and  dancing 
UNTO.  3AM 

Mon  - Su  Oimicr  from  7pm, 
Cdwet  unrat  9.1  tom 
Dinner  A Ckb«w  148, 
Cabaret  only  £20 

For  bookings  call 
0171  437  9090 


mm 


APOLLO  0)71  494506^344  4444 


in  TERENCE  RATTIQAfrS 

IN  PRAISE  OF  LOVE 

"A  8UBUME  JOY™  DlMbI 
TT(S  UMMSSABLE0  Today 


I n : :: . ■ 


CAMBRDGE 11CATRE  071  494 
5080  CC 497  9977/344 4444 
(24lw7d8ys, 

New  Yorfrt  bnedt  W rawed 

MAMA,  I WANT  TO  SING 

tfmrgCHAKAKHAN 
•Vena  tot  A atocftfcf  ESM 
Uon-Thue  745pm,  FM  5J0PM  & 
8.15PM,  Set  3pm  A 7.4Spm 


CAMBRIDGE  BO  3 ec  01 71  494 
5054  cc(nobkg  tee)  312 199^344 
4444  Grps  4133321/  30 19W 


COMEDY  BO  0171 389 1731 
CC3M  *444/497  9977  &ps4W  3321 
THE MOST  ACCOUMED 


COMEDY  OF  THE  YEAR 
COLE 

A PASSIONATE  WOMAN 

“The  most  hgentoos  nd  fanny 
eoawdy  In  taaiY  Standard 
By  KAY  MELLOfl 
OnctedtyieiSHBVm 


DOMDOONTteksftiesOITI  418 
6060  0171  «7  93770*8  la^.  Grpe 
0171 416  HJ75/413 3321/240  7941 

GREASE 

Stanteg  SHANE  MCME 
andSOMA 

“Fast,  furious  ft  fan,  fro,  fun.” 
DriyMrar 

Eves  730,  Mate  Wed  5 Sat  3pm 
SOME  GREAT  SEATS 
AVAILABLE  MOM -THUH 

DRURY  LAIC  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SScc(Bkfltee)8ar7rteys(h71 484 
5000/344  4444/W  9977  ftps  31 2 
00DV4M5454 

MISS  SAIGON 

■THE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF 


OPERA  & BALLET 


COUSEUMP171  632  8300  (24hn) 


mmm 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  304  4000 
tor  B«  Oft  S Stadby  Irto 
hc*et3  an)  on  the  6o/ 

The  Fteyal  Opera 
Mon  530  Pofl  Mght)  SEGFR^) 
The  Royal  BaM 
TonT,  Tomor  (Lesj  Mght)  730 
SWAN  LAKE 

Sal  780  (Last  MgW)  GtSEULE 


MAStERPIECE”  Wfef  SI  jDuaW 

SUNSFT  BOULEVARD 

Starring 

BETTY  BUCKLEY 
rod  JOWt  BAmOWKAN 
24Wt  CREDIT  CARD  BOCWNGS 
(XL  0171  344  DOSS  (t*gfeo) 
GflP  B00KHG  4133302  8*0  M 
MO  BOOKING  FEE  FDR 
PERSONAL  CALLERS  AT  THE 
ADEIFM  BOX  OFFICE 
Haawted  iriormafion  9171 37S  BB84 
IteftSai  7.45  Mtts  Thur  A Sal  380 
UrBarnanoro 
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4498/0171344  4444/497  9877 
* COeOT  OF  THE  YEAR  * 
Evening  Standard  Drama  Award 

MY  NIGHT  WTTH  REG 

by  Kevin  ByW 

Obea  Anas?  tanndmf  tor 
BEST  COMEDY  ft  BEST  ACTOR 
(DoMdBanber) 

bra  Bpm  WedS  Sat  Mats  4frn 
Tha  bateiaat  Wng  to  Mfha 
West  End  tinea  Joe  Orion* 
todeprodM  On  Stmdsy 
"An  absckfta  MUST  SEE"  ted 


Lvric  Theatre  Hamme: 

THE  TRIUMPHANT  RETURN  OF 
SHOSTAKOVICH'S  MUSICAL  C0ME0Y 

CHERYOMUSHKI 


“The  makings  of  A CULT... 
A RIOTOUS  PRODUCTION... 
has  got  to  be  worth  seeing" 

" BRILLIANTLY  FUNNY* 

•DON'T  MISS  IT... 
ram  the  box  office'' 


“SPLENDID 
AND  DARING... 

Scintillating 
dances" 


UNTIL  8 APRIL 
BOX  OFFICE  0181  741  2311 


DUCHESS  CC  071 494  HOT  oc  344 
4444  fro  bfcghayB36342B(t*g  fas) 
071-413  3321  Eves  Ejonv  Wad  met 
3frm.  Sit  5pm  & 830 
“A  SAUCY  COMSrr  E Std 
NOW  M ns  401  YEAR 

D0NT  DRESS 
FOR  DINNER 


DUE  OF  rones  071  B3S5IZy 

9837  CC  487  9977/ 344  4444fro  fas) 

BEST  PLAY 

1995  QUVBt  AWARD  Nomteteian 


KM 
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FoBawtog  the  sal  nd  rnn  el  Vis 
HdjW  National  Tbaatra 


HAYMARKET  BO^C  071-930  8600 
24  hr  cc  with  tea  344  4444/  497  9977 
Ewnmga  730,  Mato  Wad  & Gal  230 
DerafaWa  Moftoy  Part  Ctriiiy 
The  NataWnwatre  fandueflen  of 
Ton  Sknoaifi 
‘‘MASIERPECET'D.Teiegiaph 

ARCADIA 

Dractad  by  Tkmor  Nam 
BEST  PUT  OF  TIE  YEAR 
Eve  Stadanl  Dram  Ann]  1993 
Uwnce  Oterar  Amd 


PALACE  TTEATRE  0171-434  0909 
cc24ha(bkBtea)0171S(4 
4444/497  9977 
Group  Sates  0171 930  6123 
Oman  0171 4S4 1671 
THE  WORLD'S  MOST  POraUR 
MUSICAL 

LES  MISERABLE) 

Evu  730  MM  Thu  & Sal  230 
Latecomers  not  arknitod 
unR  Vn  intenai 
LAftTBD  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
OALY  FROM  BOX  OFFICE 


THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

Dksctad  by  HAROLD  PRNCE 
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LONDON  PALLADIUM  B0/CC 
0171  <9*5020/344  4444  pfctiev 
Cttf  497  9977  Ggn  0171 3126000 


OLIVER! 


roii  CANT  ASK  FOR  MORE' 
S.Tinas 

Eves  7 30  Mats  Wed  & Sal  230 
CHECK  WTTH  BD  FOR 


FORTUNE  BO  &CC  071  635  2Z3B 
CC497BB77(3ftn  No  tee)  344  4444 
(NofeeV  Ope  413  3321 
“A  FEAST  OF  THEATHtCAJLITY" 
0JM 

JOtW  MCHAEL 

NORMMGTON  GRAMMOE 

SuaroHTs 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Stephan  (Menu 
Mon-Sal  8pm,  htets  Tub*  3pm 

as at 


QARRKXOn  48*  5093 CC  4B799IT 
PAUL  CAROLME 

MERTON  OUBfnN 

Arftar  SmOili  now  eemedy 

LIVE  BED  SHOW 

“We  play  ham  febaa  In 

ted  en  Sin 

UorvThtasaOO,  Frt&Sal 
eao&a4spn 
LAST8WEEK5 
U40BJ  SEASON  TO  29  APR 
Sane  Seen  aft  nmnhte 


LYRIC  Shafts  Am  B0  A oc  0171 
49*  5045  cc  416  6066  Gma  49< 
5*54/416 6075/413 3321/312  f®0 
"FIVE  STAR  ENTEflTWMENr 

S Trees 

AINT  MISBEHAVIN' 

THE  FATS  WALLER  MUSICAL 
“ftregenrus-  takes  yewbrateh 
»wy"DJ«l 

. Evas  6pm  Mats  Thur  a»  Sat  Scan 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  BO  01 71926 
2252  Ops  0171  620  0741;  Zttr  oc 
Uq  tee  0171  497  9977. 
OLIVER  Toni  7.15,  Tomor  2XD  A 
715  THE  MERRY  WIVES  OF 
WMDSOft  HWan  SWropara 
LYTTELTON  Today  2.  IS  A 730 
WHAT  THE  BUTLER  SAW  Jaa 
Orton  Tereor  730  OUT  OF  TOE 


MAN— nwsete  acenw  tern  tee 
wnangs  ol  Danil  Khanra  dariaad  by 
Ttaatra  de  Oompfcaa 
COTTESLOE  Tomor  730  (Pflt 
VEW  TOE  BLUE  BALL  Pad 


NEW  LONDON  Drury  lata  WC2  BO 
0171 405  0072  CC  0171 404  4079  2*» 
344  4444/497  9977  Grps  930 8133 
THEMCflEWlLOTDWSBBV 
TS  ELOT  NTBRNATXVHL 
AVMNMNVMNG  UU9CAL 

CATS 

EVes745uusTue&Sol3DD 
IATCCOUERS  NOT  AQMTTED 
WHLEAUDrrORUMBN 

MORON.  PLEASE  BE  PROMPT 
Bam  open  te  845 

LOOTED  HO.  OF  SEATS  AVAft. 
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OLD  VIC  0171 93  7616/4®’ 937 


JUDDHIRSCH 

"A  HAOHnCEWT.  TQWERWQ 
PStfOWtAHCE"  My  Mai 
-tafttesaconcamteg"  hdaprednl 


■vmtea  (mm  tea  gui  as  wal  as  ha 
heart  rod  ear  Sun  Esptaai 


BLOOD  BROTHERS 


-ASTONBHMGrSEvrera 
^Btage  tba  oodtenca  m ka  tool, 
and  roaring  ft* approver  DMM 
Eves  7 45  Mate  Thus  3 Stf  4 


PICCADILLY  309 1734/344  4444/ 

BEST  NEW  MUSICAL 

OMar  Avanl  Noodnotioa  18B 

ROY  0RBES0N  STORY 

OMLYTtCUMB.Y 
The  Best  Nw  Musical  to 
Towm-BtfEateT  IM  on  Sul 
Mon-Thu  8,  Fri&l5& 8,15,  Sat  5 & 830 
1/2  PRICE  HB  MAT  A FROM 
APR  4TUES  EVES. 
SUNDAY  PERFS  tare  Apr  9 at  4pm 


PLAYHOUSE 839 4401/487  9977 
JQMi  GOOBER'S  MT  COMEDY 

UP  SUNDER 


SADLER'S  WELLS 0171 7138000 

DOTY  CARTE 

On  HtetamuK  3435373930 
Much 

“a  conatant  drfgtO"  Bterv  Poti 
HMS  Pfeadora:  22333831  Mach  « 
lAprl 

“«■  aoucy  Mfe*!  beauty”  Tima 

Man  - Sat  730pm,  Hum  & S«  mate 


SAVOY  0171 636  0088  cc  24hr/ 

7 day*  no  bkg  ten  407  9977 

Grps  413  3321/312  8000 
JOHN  GORDON  RUTHBE 

SINCLAIR  fENSHALL 

SHE  LOVES  ME 

“BT  FAR  THE  BKT  MUSICAL  M 
TOWN-F.T. 

MonSd.746,  Mate  Wad  ASM 300 
-PICK  UP  THE  PHONE  AND 


WWTEHALL  017 1360 1735  or 
01713444444 
‘A  THRILLER  WTTH  AN 
■ WGENIOUS  TWIST*  EStd 
Krith  Baxter 
Jean  Baht 
Gsyte  Kivtofl 
Swan  Potetgon 
ChrtstopherTmmhyh 

DANGEROUS 

CORNER 

byJBPneafloy 

■packs  a thr&lmg 

77CA7WCAL  PUNCH1  D Tel 
Eve*  8pm  Mat*  Wed  3pm  Sal  5pm 

NOW  BOCTONQ  UNTO.  6 MAY 


WYNDHAMS  0171 369 1746  cc  (no 
hkg  tee)  0171 344  4444 

JULIET  STEVENSON 

Ta  tnriy  raarSy  daoply 
impranhnr*  Suiday  Bipnn* 

SIMON  RUSSELL  BEALE 
ROBERT  GLENISTER 
THE  DUCHESS  OF  MALH 

by  Jotan  Wabotar 
Ewa  730  Uda  Wad  & Sal  3^)0 


WYNDHAMS  369  1736  cc  344  4444 
BEST PLAY 
BEST  ACTRESS 
Evening  Standard  Award*  1994 
MAGGESWTH 
FRANCES  DE  LA  TOUR 
ANASTASIA  MLLE 
EDWARD  ALBEE*S 

THREE  TALL  WOMEN 

Directed  by  ANTHONY  PAGE 

TueSte  8pm  Mats  Wed  5 Sal  3pm. 
LASTS  WEBCB 

VAUDEVILLE  017*  836  9987/497 
9977/344  4444  (24hra  no  lee) 


“Superb"  The  Tteias 
MortSre 


PRMIX  OF  WALES  0171 839 
5907/8383464/416  8020/344  4444  CC 
l*gk»Qp10I7l  4133321 


•C0PACABANA* 

■An  Evnng  ol  Pure  DMghT  OJM 
Tba  Nh  Musical  Staring 
QARVWBJHOT 

Ttoaing  Can  PraQUy  Ttp  Ths’  D.Tai 

•C0PACABANA* 


AU.  SMGMG  ALL  DANCMQ 


CRAZY  FOR  YOU 

-«  A GREAT,  GLORIOUS, 
GLAMOROUS  GOLDMINE  OF  A 
SHOWSTOnaa 
Ere*  7^.  Mala  Thu  & Set  300 
GOOD  SEATS  AVAU48LE 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  LONDON 

(0171 638  8891)  FOR  t&l  SEASON 
LEAFLET 

BARaCAN  TWEL1H  MOfT  From 
30  Mr 

THE  PIT:  AFTER  EASTER  Fran  30 
Us 

STRATFORD  (01769  295623) 
RST-  ROMEO  A JULIET  From  30 

Mte 

SWAM  THE  DEVI.  B AN  ASS 
Ron  29  Ur 

Pacne  PI 789335301  biteH 


STRAND  0171 990  0800  or  0171 344 
4444/497  9977  24hra/no  hkg  tee 


THRLUNG  PRCOUCI10N  D.Tri 


A VIEW  FROM 
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SU5XO&830. 

ALL  SEATS  KPRCE 

FRDAY5J0PERF 


TO 
PLACE 
YOUR 

ENTERTAINMENT 

ADVERTISEMENT 

JN 

THE  TIMES 

TRADE 

ADVERTISERS 
TEL:  071-481  1920 

ADVERTISING 
FAX  NO. 
071-481  9313 

TELEX 
925 

PRIVATE 
ADVERTISERS 
TEL:  071-481  4000 

MAJOR 

CREDIT  CARDS 
ACCEPTED 


TRIUMPHANT! 

BRILLIANT,..  EXTRAORDINARY...  EXCRUCIATINGLY 
FUNNY...  ANOTHER  CULT  WEST  END  HIT  IS  BORN" 


JACk  TiSKiS.  CAiL’-'  MA'. 


"NOEL  COWARD'S  COMIC 
AND  EROTIC  DREAM... 

• is  given  a revelatory  new  lease  of  dramatic  Kfe... 
provocatively  modem...  dramatically  vivid...  the  most 

challenging  comedy  of  sexual  manners  in  town" 
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SEAN  MATHIAS'S 

SUPERLATIVE 

PRODUCTION.^ 

EXQUISITELY 

JUDGED... 
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He  was  hurried  hence  twixt  treason  and  convenience 


If  there  were  an  award  for 
troublemaker  of  the  year,  the 
Soviet  defector  Oleg  Gordiev- 
sky  would  be  odds -on  favourite. 
First  he  outed  Richard  Gott.  The 
Guardian's  literary  editor  and  soi 
disant  free  spirit,  as  a Soviet  agent 
of  influence  who  admitted  taking 
Red  Gold.  Then  he  raised  the  ire  of 
both  the  Left  and  the  Establish- 
ment. by  suggesting  that  Michael 
Foot,  a far  better  connected  polit- 
ical eccentric,  was  considered  to  be 
worth  the  blandishments  of  the 
Lubranka. 

Shooting  the  messenger  is  a 
popular  British  response  to  receiv- 
ing unwelcome  news  about  our- 
selves, and  Gordievsky  has  been 
accused  ever  since  of  sowing 
discord  in  order  to  sell  his  book,  of 
inconsistencies,  and  of  being  a 
mouthpiece  for  his  handlers  in 
British  intelligence.  No  one  likes  a 
defector:  those  who  come  over  to 
our  side  are  considered  far  less 
glamorous  than  the  Philbys  and 
Slakes  who  went  the  other  way. 

By  their  very  nature,  defectors 
cause  trouble  both  in  the  country 


Anne  McElvoy  on  the  spy  whose  accusations  have  united  the  Left  and  the  Establishment  against  him 


NEXT  STOP 
EXECUTION 


By  Oleg  Gordievsky 

Macmillan.  £10.09 


they  have  fled  and  in  the  country 
they  flee  to.  They  can  always  be 
accused  of  being  habitual  liars  — 
as  The  Guardian  did  Gordievsky 
when  defending  Gott.  But  Kext 
Stop  Execution  does  ring  true  as  a 
sober  account  of  how  the  KGB 
viewed  Britain.  Moscow,  with  its 
characteristic  mixture  of  frighten- 
ing determination  and  comical 
incompetence,  endeavoured  to 
conrrol  many  in  public  life  who 
considered  themselves  indepen- 
dent spirits  hovering  above  the 
cruel  choices  of  the  Cold  War. 

Gordievsky  provides  a nuance! 

disentanglement  of  the  motives 
and  levels  of  awareness  of  those 
people  in  public  life  the  KGB 


classified  as  sources  or  agents. 
One  may  disagree  with  some  of  his 
conclusions  or  evaluations,  but  he 
does  go  about  his  task  with  the 
caution  and  meticulousness  of  a 
man  motivated  by  the  desire  to 
throw  light  on  dark  areas,  rather 
than  that  of  a vengeful  or  atten- 
tion-seeking fantasist. 

Gordievsky  is  acutely  pained  by 
the  gap  between  the  way  he  sees 
himself — as  someone  who  turned 
his  back  on  a tyrannical  regime 
and  worked  against  it  as  a double 
agent,  at  considerable  risk  to  his 
life  — and  the  distrust  with  which 
he  is  treated  here.  But  the  bald 
truth  is  that  a defector  has  no 
home.  The  KGB  understood  very 
well  how  to  make  treachery  as 
unappealing  as  possible  by  refer- 
ring to  it,  in  hushed  tones,  as  “a 
perverted  act". 

Evoking  the  peculiar  mixture  of 
brutality  and  courtesy  which 
characterised  life  in  the  Soviet 
security  services , we  learn  that 


Gordievsky:  troublemaker 


divorce  was  frowned  on  and 
officers  who  strayed  from  their 
wives  had  to  undergo  a period  in 
the  career  wilderness  before  being 
rehabilitated.  Loud  dressing  and 
the  use  of  Mat  (profane  slang) 
were  also  disdained,  as  was  alco- 


holic indulgence,  despite  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  filing  cabinets 
around  the  various  directorates 
rattled  with  empty  vodka  bottles. 

Gordievsky  is  at  his  strongest 
when  he  analyses  KGB  culture  as 
die  offspring  of  the  Chddst  tradi- 
tion, in  which  erudition  and 
elitism  were  blended  with  obses- 
sive security  doctrines.  Thus  the 
young  officer  is  entranced  on  his 
first  day  at  work  by  the  wealth  of 
Western  books  held  in  the  library 
only  to  be  .told  that  being  seen 
reading  them  too  often  would  be 
marked  down  as  a sign  of  an 
ideological  weakening. 

The  book  is  fluently  written, 
with  dyspeptic  humour  at  the 
expense  of  his  Soviet  colleagues,  as 
they  cany  on  spying  industriously 
in  the  name  of  preserving  a system 
whose  shortages  and  failures  are 
so  apparent,  even  to  the  Nomen- 
klatura. that  they  dread  being 
recalled  from  a Western  embassy 
to  a job  at  “the  Centre". 


Alas,  this  acuity-  is  not  matched 
in  his  account  of  dealings  with 
British  intelligence  officers,  who 
are  invariably  muld-talented,  po- 
lite and  honourable.  1 could  how- 
ever have  done  with  more  on  Joan 
the  redoubtable  55-year-old  who 
planned  his  escape  from  Russia 
and  then  turns  up  in  her  stout 
shoes  and  tweed  skirt  in  the 
middle  of  the  Finnish  forests  to 
greet  him  when  he  clambers  out  of 
the  boot  of  die  getaway  car. 


There  are  careful  omissions 
about  his  work  for  British 
intelligence.  The  decision  by 
his  handlers  here  co  have  him 
follow  the  call  back  to  Moscow  in 
1985  was  foolhardy  and  callous  in 
the  extreme.  Greed  for  more 
knowledge  prompted  them  to  nsk 
sacrificing  him  to  the  KGB  hang- 
man and  Gordlevsky's  mild  com- 
plaints do  not  do  justice  to  the 
resentment  he  must  hare  felt  at  the 
time. 


Also  hazy  is  the  exact  nature  of 
the  relationship  between  G^- 
sky  and  MIb  before  h*  defection. 
Cleariv.  he  was  seeking  a ticket  to 
the  West  from  early  on.  while  it 
was  in  his  handlers'  uneresn.  ro 
keep  him  working  from  within  the 
enemv  camp  for  as  long  as 
possible.  There  must  have  been 
Sore  tensions  in  these  dealings 
than  he  deems  it  polire  to  reveal. 

One  of  the  unconsciously  touch- 
ing things  about  Gordlevsky’s 
book  is  its  rerelation  of  the 
emotional  limitations  of  the  spy- 
His  first  marriage  failed  after  his 
wife  began  to  display  "anti-domes- 
tic tendencies"  in  Copenhagen;  his 
second  was  a casualty  of  his 
defection,  left  behind  in  Moscow 
where  she  had  been  innocent  of 
her  husband's  double  life.  Subject 
to  KGB  harassment  and  whisper- 
ing campaigns,  by  the  time  she 
was  freed  to  come  to  Britain  she 
was  "showing  hostility  and  de- 
manding explanations".  Now  fhat 
could  only  come  as  a surprise  to 
someone  who  has  manipulated 
human  beings  for  a living. 


Citizen 


Orson’s 


Orson  Welles  always 
claimed  to  abhor 
the  use  of  the  close- 
up  in  films.  He 
believed  that  it  was,  as  Simon 
Callow  reports,  “both  undem- 
ocratic and  unaesthetic  ro  ex- 
clude the  rest  of  the  world  to 
the  advantage  of  a single 
figure  in  it".  It  is  difficult  to 
accommodate  that  dictum 
with  the  colossal  figure  of 
Welles  himself,  whose  mere 
presence  seemed  to  attract  so 
much  of  the  spotlight  that 
anyone  near  him  would  be 
plunged  into  darkness.  Even  if 
his  book  is  intended  to  spread 
the  beam  a little  more  gener- 
ously. Callow  makes  clear  that 
this ’hogging  of  the  light  was 
not  coinddenial.  Welles  was 
no  victim  of  the  hype  that 
always  surrounded  him.  Per- 
haps he  didn't  need  to  be 
centre  stage  exactly,  but  Jhe 
had  to  fill  the  frame. 

Welles  might  seem  a diffi- 
cult subject  for  a new  biogra- 
phy. The  legend  is  already 
pretty  much  writ  in  stone. 
Callow's  achievement  is  three- 
fold: he  embraces  his  subject 
with  such  gallumphing  energy 
that  the  extraordinary  power 
of  his  subject  is  conveyed  as  if 
for  the  first,  fascinated  time;  he 
attempts  a sober  reassess- 
ment, trying  to  get  an  honest 
measure  of  someone  who 
seemed  larger  than  life  with- 
out in  any  petty  way  cutting 
him  down  to  size;  and  he 
provides  a genuinely  interest- 
ing actor's  view  of  the  actor. 

This  last  is  the  particular 
distinction  of  this  work,  and  it 
is  worth  remarking  on  be- 
cause Callow's  disquisition  on 
Welles’s  theatricality  is  itself 
untheatrical:  it  is.  indeed,  al- 
most austere  in  its  firm  intelli- 
gence. For  those  of  us  who 
know  nothing  of  how  the 
theatre  works,  how  an  actor 
works,  it  is  illuminating. 

Welles  himself.  Callow  re- 
ports, and  not  without  disap- 
proval, wasn't  really  inter- 


ego 


Nigella  Lawson 


ORSON  WELLES 
The  Road  to  Xanadu 
By  Simon  Callow 

Jonaihon  Cape,  £20 


ested  in  acting.  He  loved  the 
theatre,  and  in  some  sense  saw 
acting  as  the  least  part  of  it.  He 
felt  that  character  wasn't  im- 
portant: personality  was  all. 
“It  is  absolutely  impossible  to 
give  a great  performance  and 
have  a single  characteristic 
that  is  not  the  actor's  own.  It  is 
impossible  for  a great  actor  to 
be  anything  but 'the  same  in 
every  performance  — abso- 
lutely impossible." 

But  this  is  the  performance 
of  a star,  not  an  actor.  Callow 
himself  adds  that  for  Welles  - 
an  egotist  who  despised  intro- 
spection — personality  was 
immutable:  “One  is  who  one 
is.  and  that’s  that.  He  does  not 
admit  to  the  possibility  that . . 
the  actor's  gift  is  to  be  able  to 
release  the  discarded  or  re- 
pressed possibilities  dormant 
within  himself." 

Welles's  ego  was  such  that 
he  could  not  allow  it  to  be 
fragmented  by  acting.  His 
personality  had  not  merely  to 
remain  intact,  but  others  had 
to  be  subsumed  into  it.  The 
myth  of  Welles  has  always 
been  of  a man  so  possessed  of 
genius  that  he  could  do  every- 
thing, did  do  everything.  “AC- 
TOR. POET.  CARTOONIST 
- AND  ONLY  TEN!"  reads 
an  early  press  cutting. 

But  the  more  he  cultivated 
his  own  legend,  the  bigger  the 
role  he  accorded  himself,  the 
less  room  he  gave  himself  to 
move  in  it  He  grew  hysterical 
when  the  actual  writer  of  the 
adapted  War  of  the  Worlds 
was  given  the  author's  credit 
He  was  stung  when  his  co- 
writer on  Citizen  Kane  was 
formally  acknowledged,  “as  if 
anything  less  than  total  au- 


‘Thou canst  not  say  I did  it  Never  shake/Thy  goiy  locks  at  me."  Orson  Welles,  in  the  title  role  in  his  I94S  film  of  Macbeth,  sees  Banquo's  ghost 


thorship  would  expose  him  as 
a fraud”.  He  was.  writes 
Callow,  “in  perpetual  competi- 
tion with  the  15-year-old  prodi- 
gy he  had  been”. 

" Unlike  many  contemporary 
biographers.  Callow  is  little 
interested  in  digging  dirL  i 
imagine,  however,  that  his 
views  on  the  homosexual  as- 
pects of  Welles’s  character  will 
be  greeted,  by  the  overreacting 
and  suspect  few,  in  this  light. 

But  Callow’s  claims  for  his 
subject  seem  remarkably  un- 
con ten  tic  us,  He  simply  points 
to  the  homosexual  undertows 
of  some  of  hi  relationships 
(though  perhaps  there  is  some 
nose-tapping  innuendo  be- 
hind a remark  about  “a  suc- 
cession of  ironically  beautiful 
consorts  who  were  always  to 
be  found  at  his  side").  But  that 
seems  entirely  of  a piece  with 


what  we  know  of  Welles.  He 
was  a seducer,  he  needed  to 
cast  people  in  his  spell,  to 
enchant  them.  People  tike  this 
don’t  care  whether  the  object 
of  their  seductions  is  male  or 
female:  the  desire  is  to  possess, 
to  charm,  to  conquer.  More 
innocently,  we  usually  call  this 
charisma. 

Seven  hundred  pages  for  a 
book  that  takes  Welles  just  up 
to  the  age  of  26  might  initially 
seem  swamping.  But  by  re- 
moving from  immediate  in- 
quiry die  spectre  of  Welles  as 
he  was  to  become  — bloated, 
old  and  grotesque  — we,  as 
well  as  his  earlier  self,  are 
somehow  freed  from  it.  It  is 
this  which  makes  The  Road  to 
Xanadu  feel,  improbably,  like 
a fresh  journey  rather  than 
another  weary,  ironic  retread- 
ing of  the  route. 


All  the  world,  now 
in  its  third  edition 
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‘Here  is  an  author  at  his  formidable  best,  at  home  with  alcohol, 
loneliness,  mischief  and  romance,  celebrating  the  human 
condition  without  missing  a heartbeat ...  His  novels  last,  like 
a grand  malt  whisky  - rounded,  rich,  intoxicating,’ 


These  three  books  are  the 
grandchildren  of  the 
first  edition  of  the  fam- 
ous series,  the  Arden  Shake- 
speare, which  was  published 
at  the  beginning  of  this  centu- 
ry. The  second  series,  with  all 
the  plays  re-edited,  came  out, 
rather  slowly,  after  the  Second 
World  War  (the  Sonnets  killed 
off  two  editors  and  never  got 
finished).  These  three  grand- 
children launch  the  third  se- 
ries. in  which  all  the  plays 
(and.  one  hopes,  the  Sonnets) 
will  be  edited  and  presented 
afresh. 

Why  all  these  editions?  If  we 
look  at  the  first  Antony  and 
Cleopatra,  edited  by'  R.H. 
Case  in  1906.  we  find  the  two 
main  purposes  of  that  first 
series  plainly  embodied  in  it 
to  establish  a sound  text  of  the 
play,  and  by  good  annotation 
make  it  intelligible  and  enjoy- 
able for  the  new  20th-century 
reader.  Case  looks  into  all  the 
uses  in  Elizabethan  language 
of  dubious  words  in  the  early 
texts  of  the  play,  in  order  to 
deride  what  Shakespeare  actu- 
ally wrote.  He  goes  deeply  into 
those  factual  ^rations,  like 
the  date  of  the  play,  which 
have  enabled  innumerable 
non-titerary  schoolchildren  to 
get  good  marks  in  their  A-level 
Eng.  Lit.  But  his  criticism  is 
wholly  Victorian,  in  the  style  of 
his  master,  the  great  AC. 
Bradley.  It  is  an  exclusively 
psychologies!  and  moral  study 
of  the  characters  of  Antony 
and  Cleopatra. 

M.R.  Ridley,  who  did  the 
second  version  in  1954.  did  not 
change  very  much.  But  he 
threw  out  some  of  Case's 
punctuation  marks,  taking  the 
view  that  Case  had  "rewritten 
Shakespeare  for  logical  com- 
prehension". whereas  Shake- 
speare’s more  meagre  punct- 
uation often  indicated  the 
speed  and  emphasis  with 
which  he  wanted  the  lines 
spoken  — it  was  “tantamount 
to  stage  directions”  and  a good 
actor  would  instinctively  pick 
up  its  implications. 

This  anticipates  an  impor- 
tant development  in  the  latest 
edition.  John  Wilders,  the  new 
editor  of  Antony  and  Cleopa- 
tra, is  like  his  third-generation 


colleagues  in  drawing  not  only 
on  critics  but  also  on  stage 
directors  for  his  interrelation. 
He  shows  convincingly  how 
the  simple,  uncluttered  pro- 
ductions at  Stratford  by  Glen 
Byam  Shaw  in  1953  and  Trev- 
or Nunn  in  1972  brought  out 
the  powerful  dramatic  effect  of 
the  strings  of  short  scenes  — 
the  very  feature  of  the  play  that 
led  earlier  critics  to  call  it 
“badly  organised"  and  “lack- 
ing in  unity”. 

In  his  introduction.  Wilders 
also  gets  right  away  from 
undiluted  character  study.  He 
draws  out.  through  his  exami- 


Derwent  May 
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SHAKESPEARE 
Third  Edition 


Antony  and  Cleopatra 
Edited  by  John  Wilders 
King  Henry  V 
Edited  byT.W.  Craik 

Titus  Andronicus 
Edited  by  Jonathan  Bate 

Routledge.  each  volume 
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nation  of  the  play’s  imagery, 
the  brilliant  interplay  between 
the  private  emotions  of  the  two 
chief  characters  and  the  un- 
derlying political  themes. 
Antony  and  Cleopatra  is  not, 
as  Bradley  thought,  a “foiled 
tragedy"  with  an  unworthy 
hero  and  heroine  — it  is  just  a 
very  different  kind  of  play,  and 
equally  successful. 

The  three  editions  of  Henry 
V follow  a similar  pattern  to 
those  of  Antony  and  Cleopa- 
tra. though  here  one  question 
dominates  all  the  commentar- 
ies: was  Shakespeare  present- 
ing Henry  to  us  for  our 
admiration  or  our  scorn?  The 
first  editor.  HA  Evans  in 
1903.  thought  that  however 
badly  Prince  Hal  had  behaved 
in  Henry  IV,  Parts  1 and  2,  now 
as  Henry  V he  is  “entitled  to 
unreserved  admiration".  J.H- 
Walter  in  1954  was  more 
cautiously  on  Henry's  side. 
The  new  editor.  T.W.  Craik, 
loftily  surveys  the  views  of 
many  critics,  but  evidently 


But  to  look  back  at  the 
first  Arden  edition, 
H.B.  Baildon's  in  1912, 
is  also  a surprise.  Baildon  too 
thought  it  was  a splendid  play. 
Shakespeare,  he  said,  was  no 
“namby-pamby",  and  he 
heaps  derision  on  a Victorian 
critic  who  wrote  “the  introduc- 
tion of  rape  as  a subject  for  the 
stage  would  be  sufficient  to 
disprove  Shakespeare's  au- 
thorship". “A  more  ridiculous 
and  fatuous  remark  it  would 
be  impossible  to  find  in  the 
annals  of  criticism,"  Bailey 
comments.  Bate  would  no 
doubt  agree. 

The  new  Arden  editions  are 
handsomely  printed  and  easi- 
ly portable  in  an  overcoat 
pocket  They  provide  all  that  is 
necessary  for  a beginning  in 
both  the  appreciation  of 
Shakespeare  and  sound  liter- 
ary scholarship.  They  could 
hardly  be  bettered  as  founda- 
tion stones  for  a culture. 


Short 

sharp 

shocker 


Michael  Arditti 


HOT  IRONS 
Diaries,  Essays, 
Journalism 
By  Howard  Brenton 
Nick  Hem.  £15.99 


Howard  Brenton  bel- 
ieves that  the  main 
audience  for  weekly 
repertory  theatre  consists  of 
middle-aged,  middle-class 
women.  Back  in  the  mid-1960s 
these  ladies  might  have  been . 
horrified  to  know  that  lurking 
behind  the  familiar  French 
windows  at  the  Connaught 
Theatre  in  Worthing,  was  an 
acting  assistant  stage  manag- 
er who  would  soon  be  lobbing 
dramatic  hand  grenades  onto 
the  English  stage. 

Brenton  was  the  first  of  his 
generation  of  playwrights  to 
have  work  produced  on  the 
main  stages  of  both  the  Royal 
Court  and  the  National.  In 
recent  years,  he  has  been 
overshadowed  by  his  friend 
and  quondam  collaborator, 
David  Hare,  while  seeing  his 
distinctive  brand  of  epic  the- 
atre become  both  economical- 
ly un viable  and  critically 
unfashionable.  Nevertheless, 
at  his  best,  he  has  always  had 
a unique  ability  to  many 
striking  stage  imagery  with 
sustained  political  thought 
Now  he  has  brought  out  this 
collection  of  journals  and  jot- 
tings, essays  and  articles.  The 
diaries,  in  particular,  confirm 
the  pertinence  of  the  title.  Even 
while  rehearsing  and  rewrit- 
ing Berlin  Bertie  at  the  Royal 
Court  he  has  another  “iron  in 
the  fire"  in  a Channel  4 com- 
mission. He  has  always 
"struck  while  the  iron  is  hot" 
with  such  contentious  plays  as 
A Short  Sharp  Shock,  an  anti- 
Thatcher  satire  or  squib,  and 
Moscow  Gold,  about  Gorba- 
chev, produced  at  a time  when 
the  fire  of  socialism  had  dwin- 
dled to  an  ember. 


inclines  towards  the  simple, 
heroic  notion  of  Henry,  just  as 
he  prefers  a straightforward 
performance  to  some  of  the 
bizarre  modern  productions 
he  faithfully  describes. 

The  most  interesting  of  these 
three  new  volumes  is  Jonathan 
Bate's  Titus  Andronicus.  Bate 
believes  that  our  distaste  for 
the  barbaric  cruelty  in  the  play 
has  blinded  us  to  its  beauties. 
He  observes  that  the  editor  of 
the  previous  Arden  (J.C.  Max- 
well in  1953)  did  not  like  the 
play  at  all.  Bate,  on  the 
contrary,  thinks  that  it  is  “one 
of  Shakespeare’s  most  inven- 
tive plays",  a "complex  impro- 
visation" on  some  themes  in 
Ovid’s  Metamorphoses.  He 
shows  how  brilliantly  Shake- 
speare uses  the  Elizabethan 
stage  in  it  (and  how  some 
modem  directors  have  fol- 
lowed him);-  he  argues  that  its 
language  is  almost  as  daz- 
zlingly  self-conscious  as  the 
language  of  Hamlet,  and 
above  all  he  finds  in  it  a subtle, 
moving  analysis  of  the  moral- 
ity of  revenge.  As  for  being 
shocked  by  it  he  think  thar  is 
absurd  in  our  times.  After 
reading  Bate,  I -certainly  read 
the  play  again  with  deep,  I 
unexpected  pleasure. 


NEW  AUTHORS 

PUBLISH  TOUR  WORK 
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Certain  themes  recur 
throughout  He  berates 
English  culture  which 
separates  art  from  politics  and 
envies  other  European  writers 
their  role  as  social  commenta- 
tors  as  well  as  domestic  chron- 
iclers. Indeed,  he  considers 
only  one  question  to  be  valid 
when  making  theatre:  “how 
can  we  live  justly",  which  is 
true  of  any  great  play  or 
comic’s  act  from  Aeschylus  to 
Jacques  Tati.  His  own  outlook 
is  international;  and  the  dia- 
ries chronicle  trips  to  Austra- 
lian rain  forests  and  post- 
Glasnost  Russia,  while  the 
essays  celebrate  writers  such 
as  Genet,  Buchner  and  Brecht 
The  most  fascinating  section 
of  diaries  details  the  long 
reading  tour  which  he  under- 
took in  1982  to  raise  funds  to 
contest  the  private  prosecution 
that  Mary  Whftehouse  brou- 
ght against  The  Romans  in 
Britain.  Although  the  play 
itself  is  one  of  his  least 
accomplished,  it  remains  a 
damning  indictment  , of  the 
English  puritan  conscience 
that  an  act  of  brutal  rape 
should  have  been  confused 
with  one  of  illicit  pleasure* 
Though  it  cannot  compete 
with  Alan  Bennett's  'best- 
selling  collection.  Writing^ 
Home.  Brenton  dry  prose  \ 
offers  an  honest  account  of 
what  it  was  like  to  be  a 
playwright  in  the  1980s.  a 
decade  he  characterises  as  a 
"moral  Legoland”. 
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Malcolm  Bradbury  sees  Martin  Amis’s  novel  as  a comedy  on  a cosmic  scale  in  the  grand  American  style  by  a master  of  language 


Forget 

the  hype, 
feel  the 

breadth 


Let’s  forget  for  a mo- 
ment the  matter  of  the 
fabulous  advance,  the 
expensive  bridge- 
work,  the  male  turkey-cock- 
ing. the  claims  of  agents  and 
publishers.  A writer  is  worthy 
of  his  hire;  one  novel  by 
Martin  Amis  is  worth  many 
by  the  higher-paid  Jeffrey 
Archer  or  Sally  Beau  man. 
Let’s  forget  too  the  high  profile 
interviews,  respectfully  con- 
ducted in  post-divorce  London 
apartments  or  Manhattan 
pool  rooms.  Amis  may  be  a 
high  fashion  object,  a quality 
sample  of  street  cred.  He  also 
happens  to  be  an 
amazingly  good 
writer,  a great 
creator  of  fiction- 
al vision  and 
language. 

Let’s  forget  it 

except  to  say  this.  

This  is  a novel 
about  most  of  these  things: 
about  writers,  reputation,  and 
male  literary  competitiveness, 
conducted  in  effect  to  the 
death.  It’s  about  celebrity, 
posterity  and  appropriate  cul- 
tural recognition,  about  the 
bad  writer  as  success,  the 
better  writer  as  failure.  One 
irony  is  that  the  writer  with 
whom  Amis  here  most  identi- 
fies and  positions  himself  is 
Richard  Tull  — a 44-year-old 
literary  failure,  rotting  with 
middle  age  and  envy,  a 
necromode  smelling  of  his 
own  mortality,  who  is  subject- 
ed to  every  possible  literary 
humiliation.  His  very  passport 
has  been  remaindered;  when 
he  submits  his  new  novel 
{titled  Untitled)  his  agent, 
agent’s  assistant  and  publish- 


THE 

INFORMATION 
A Novel 
By  Martin  Amis 

Flamingo.  £15.9? 


er  are  struck  down  by  sudden 
diseases  by  page  nine,  and  he 
sees  himself  sliding  down  into 
death  and  decay  — along  with 
the  universe  itself. 

By  contrast,  his  rival.  Gwyn 
Barry,  good  friend  and  worst 
enemy,  has  fabulously  suc- 
ceeded with  an  anodyne  book 
about  a drab,  sexless  multi- 
cultural utopia,  which  has 
gratified  readers  looking  for 
euphemistic  universalism. 
Success,  or  the  wrong  kind  of 
success,  is  the  real  enemy.  A 
kind  of  comic  virtue  attaches 
to  failure.  In  fact,  it’s  not 
simply  comic  but  cosmic  — 

associated  with 

the  decay  of  the 
hungry  genes, 
the  rotting  of  the 
flesh,  the  earth- 
death  of  the  plan- 
et When  an 
Amis  hero  has  a 
~ mid-life  crisis,  it 

really  is  a crisis,  set  in  the  big 
cosmic  frame  — nothing  less  ; 
than  the  post-Hubble  universe 
itself,  which  is  nightly  giving 
us  the  “information",  informa- 
tion on  our  status  as  contempt- 
ible specks  in  the  schemeless 
scheme  of  things. 

This  needs  avenging,  and 
The  Information  is  a reveng- 
er’s comedy:  a knmving./w  de 
noire  siecle  comedy  of  literary 
degradation,  cultural  slip: 
page,  social  and  sexual  hu^ 
mours.  urban  collapse,  male 
menopausal  crisis,  endless  hu- 
man rivalry,  global  depres- 
sion. It’s  set  in  Anus's  familiar, 
transatlantic,  apocalyptic 
world  of  trex  and  misery;  the 
streets  of  London  and  urban 
America  are  as  formidable.' 
and  dangerous  as  ever.  The 


Martin  and  Kingsley  Amis,  Britain's  most  celebrated  literary  double  act  father  and  son  share  an  obsession  with  intonation  and  voicing 


world  is  a competition — at  the 
pool  table,  on  the  tennis  court, 
at  the  chess  game,  as  well  as  in 
the  bedroom  or  at  the  literary 
signing.  The  endgame  of  re- 
venge TuJ  I starts  to  play,  aided 
by  a now  familiar  group  of 
London  low-lifes,  is  equally 
life- threatening.  Out  on  the 
streets,  for  the  price  of  eight 
negative  reviews,  you  can 
actually  get  a writer  killed. 

However,  the  classical  liter- 
ary rules  are  also  mused  on 
and  considered.  Literature  has 


completed  a large-scale.  Nor- 
throp Fryean  artistic  descent, 
from  Gods  to  heroes,  kings  to 
our  peers  and  then  to  our 
inferiors;  tragedy  has  slipped 
iitfairony.  Hence  here  is  an 
ironic  comedy  — and  comedy 
has  dangers  and  humiliations, 
but  benign  habits  too.  The 
book’s  ending  had  better  be 
preserved:  but  it’s  safe  to  say 
it’s  one  your  mother,  and  even 
your  father,  could  read.  Some 
of  the  postmodern  trickery  has 
gone,  and  Amis  has  found  his 


own  authorial  position:  be- 
tween and  above  the  two 
writers,  as  a cosmic  meditator, 
not  averse  to  taking  us  off  on  a 
trip  down  his  own  street  or  a 
tour  of  the  outer  galaxy. 

Amis  admires  die  big  Amer- 
ican writers  for  their  desire  to 
write  the  ambitious,  world- 
historical  book.  His  writing 
shares  their  sense  of  grandeur, 
and  some  of  their  flaws.  This  is 
a book  of  brilliant  energies. 
Amis  is  here  all  over  the  place, 
viewing  the  literary  and  social 


culture,  genetics,  science  and 
history.  There  are  local  scenes, 
of  formidably  good  rendering; 
a visit  to  an  aristocratic  house- 
hold in  East  Anglia,  where  all 
the  daughters  are  lactating. 
the  house  grinds  endlessly 
with  its  ancient  systems  of 
heating,  and  your  noble  lord  is 
just  on  the  verge  of  his  stroke. 

Mostly,  it’s  set  in  more 
familiar  spaces:  those  London 
streets  where  one  driver  drives 
through  daily  at  60  mph;  the 
shabby  offices  of  a little  maga- 


zine (called  The  Little  Maga- 
zine)i.  ever  in  the  process  of 
growing  tittier.  the  tiring,  tired 
airports  of  the  American  writ- 
ers’ tour,  the  humiliations  of 
the  double  signing.  What's  on 
display  are  more  than  just 
observed  social  phenomena. 
This  is  culture  in  slippage, 
passaging  over  the  hump  of 
the  millennium,  into  an  age 
where  writers  are  all  called 
John  Two  Moons,  and  readers 
want  confirmation  of  their 
own  agendas  and  myopias. 


1 . il 

BACKUS! 

Books  by  Martin  Amis 
THE  RACHEL  PAPERS 

1973.PHtpunE5.99 

DEAD  BABIES 
[975.  Pen  gain  €5.99 

SUCCESS 

1978.  Penguin  E5.99 

OTHER  PEOPLE 
1981.  Pengnm  E5.99 

MONEY 
1964.  Pengnm  £5.99 


THE  MORONIC 
INFERNO 
1985,  Penguin  £5.99 

LONDON  FIELDS 
1989.  Penguin  E5.99 


TIME’S  ARROW 

1991.  Penguin  E5 .99 

VISITING 
MRS  NABOKOV 
1993,  Penguin  E6.99 


There’s  much  observation  .of 
what  is  sometimes  called  male 
misogyny,  really  a renegotia- 
tion of  gender  psychology, 
much  comic  disgust,  much 
cosmic  despair. 

Bui  if  that  gives  Amis  one 
basis  for  his  comedy,  another 
is.  quite  simply,  his  command- 
ing mastery  of  language  itself. 
Intonation  and  voicing  are 
matters  of  constant  obsession, 
and  one  key  plot  point  (follow- 
ing Amis  p&re)  turns  on  the 
malapropism  of  a sentence. 
Many  of  the  jokes  on  style  and 
discourse  are  superb  (a  fine 
passage  on  those  writers  who 
follow  a neuter  antecedent 
with  female  pronoun).  But 
above  all  this  is  a comedy  of 
the  enraged  passions,  and  a 
comedy  of  humiliation. 

The  Information  sparkles 
with  Anus’s  distinctive  rage, 
disgust,  stylistic  observation, 
language,  it’s  a middle-aged 
book,  he  tells  us;  and  now 
there  is  something  almost 
world-weary  about  his  famil- 
iar world-weariness.  (If  you 
think  40  is  the  end  of  the 
world,  have  a go  at  60).  At 
times,  at  500  pages,  it  plainly 
struggles  for  plot  and  develop- 
ment; there  are  scenes  and 
meditations  where  the  author 
simply  detains  us  far  too  long, 
and  the  sparkle  dies.  But  the 
wrfrerly  energy  is  overwhelm- 
ing— and  I’d  rather  be  held  up 
by  a few  Amis  longueurs  than 
work  a more  ponderous  way 
through  many  of  the  books 
now  front-running  the  market 


This 


Rachel  Cask 


SOMETHING 
ABOL1T  WOMEN 
By  P.H.  Newby 
Andre  Deuisch.  £12.99 


PH.  Newby’s  amusing 
novel  Something  About 
Women  does  not  neces- 
sarily intend  to  be  a story  of 
old  age.  In  fact,  its  cast  of 
characters  is  essentially  youth- 
ful, beset  by  adventure,  dilem- 
ma and  discovery;  and  yet 
over  their  dramas  presides  a 
different  intelligence,  a benign 
but  fragile  consciousness  of 
things  past  of  fragmentation 
and  change,  which  speaks 
quietly  of  the  irrevocable. 

This  consciousness  belongs 

to  Owen  Bark,  a retired  Angli- 
can clergyman  who  went  to 
Oxford  as  a young  man  and 
never  left,  and  who  now.  put 
out  to  pasture  by  his  college, 
spends  his  solitary  days  writ- 
ing articles  on  religious  affairs 
and  being  superintended  by 
his  bossy  elder  sister.  The 
suspended  reality  of  the  aca- 
demic world,  along  with  frail- 
ty and  attacks  of  angina,  have 
calcified  Owen  in  a realm  of 
intellectual  abstraction,  a 
parched  place  from  which  he 
attempts  to  make  sense  of 
social  change.  His  awareness 
of  difference  is  anxious  and 
remote:  free  from  its  impinge- 
ment. he  views  a distant 
landscape  of  racial  and  sexual 
integration  from  the  bunker  of 
his  religious  and  domestic  life. 


fair  defect  of  nature 


Newby  in  1958:  BBC  executive  and  Booker  winner,  1969 


Try  as  he  might  to  protect 
himself,  however,  the  modem 
world  has  of  course  already 
made  its  way  to  his  heart  and 
claimed  him  as  its  victim.  The 
theft  of  his  wallet  by  a young 
woman  fit  was  against  na- 
ture") is  the  catalyst:  Owen’s 
quasi-religious  worship  of  the 
feminine  ideal  — the  keystone 
of  his  objection  to  women 
priests  — must  somehow  be 


married  to  the  real  women 
who  have  populated  his  life. 
His  wife  has  long  since  left 
him  for  another  man  and  gone 
to  America,  taking  with  her 
their  daughter.  His  sister  con- 
tinues to  bully  him.  in  much 
the  same  way  as  she  has  done 
since  they  were  children.  All 
around  ton  women  are  crop- 
ping up  as  doctors,  academics 
and  prime  ministers,  few  of 


them  raking  the  Virgin  Mary 
as  a role  model. 

What  Owen  must  do  is  get 
back  in  step  and  rejoin  life, 
and  his  opportunity  comes 
when  his  daughter,  now 
grown  up.  returns  to  England 
with  her  American  business- 
man husband.  She  makes 
contact  with  him.  and  Owen  is 
returned  to  the  human  situa- 
tion and  forced  to  act  Newby 
adds  a bittersweet  flavour  to 
these  developments:  for  all  the 
necessity  which  underpins 
Owen’s  engagement  with  the 
younger  generation,  the  mild 
but  discernible  aura  of  corrup- 
tion surrounding  their  circum- 
stances is  never  quire 
redeemed  by  their  goodness. 

His  own  deeply  held 
Christianity  finds 
much  in  their  dilem- 
mas on  which  to  affix  itself, 
bur  he  has  lost  too  his  ability  to 
perceive  perfection.  “1  used  to 
think . . . that  women  were 
better  than  men."  he  says. 
“Experience  has  taught  me 
they  are  much  of  a muchness." 
What  he  seeks  finally  is  “the 
most  profound  reality  of  all. 
the  embracing  love  of  God". 

Somef/imgAbour  Women  is 
a charming  novel,  interesting 
for  its  unusual,  evocation  of  old 
age  (which  pardons  some  un- 
certainties in  idiom),  and  for 
its  attempt  to  find  a spiritual 
comer  in  lives  over-cluttered 
with  the  worldly. 

Rachel  Cusk’s  second  novel . 
The  Temporary,  will  be  pub- 
lished in  July. 


Someone  rotten 
in  a deep  freeze 


HELEN  Dunmore  is  a poet 
short  story  and  children's 
writer,  who  has  only  recently 
turned  her  accomplished  hand 
to  novels.  A Spell  of  Winter  is 
her  third  offering,  and  it  bears 
the  distinctive  lyrical  beauty  of 
its  predecessors.  This  time  the 
poet’s  hand  is  more  apparent 
than  the  novelist's. 

The  story  is  set  in  an 
English  country  house.  The 
reader  is  told  neither  its  name, 
nor  its  geographical  situation. 
It  is  not  the  facts  but  the  feel  of 
a place  which  are  the  author’s 
concern:  the  walls  which 
“trapped  sunlight  and  fed  it 
back  to  you  when  you  leaned 
against  them  after  dusk",  the 
“yeasty  smell  of  the  cellars". 

Similarly,  we  are  not  en- 
cumbered with  dates.  We 
know  that  Jadies  still  wear 
stays  and  the  stove  needs 
blackening,  a lemon  is  exotic 
and  white  bread  is  for  the 
wealthy.  But  it  is  not  until  the 
young  men  troop  off  to  the 
fields  of  France  that  the  novel 
moves  from  pure  mood  into 
historical  context 

The  heroine  is  Catherine:  a 
girl  on  the  cusp  of  woman- 
hood, from  a family  on  the 
brink  of  disintegration,  living 
in  a country  poiskl  on  the  edge 
of  war.  Her  mother  has  bolted, 
her  father  gone  mad,  and  her 
grandfather  is  becoming  ever 
more  remote.  She  and  her 
brother,  Rob,  are  left  clinging 
to  the  wreckage,  and  each 
other,  with  an  illicit  intensity. 


Gill  Hornby 

A SPELL  OF  WINTER 
By  Helen  Dunmore 

Viking.  £15 


This  is  a morbid  piece:  it 
opens  with  a corpse,  and  there 
are  plenty  more  to  follow. 
Catherine’s  father,  governess, 
grandfather  and  aborted  foe- 
tus are  all  lowered  into  the 
ground  in  swift  succession; 
they  are  just  the  horsd’oeuvres 
before  the  Great  War. 

Throughout,  Dunmore’s 
imagery  is  as  cold  as  the 
grave.  Catherine  is  a winter's 
child  and  has  always  claimed 
comfort  from  the  cold.  She 
longs  for  the  mercury  to  drop, 
and  for  a “spell  of  winter"  to 
hang  over  the  house.  She  gets 
her  wish.  In  a den  of  snow  and 
ice  which  they  build  together. 
Catherine  and  Rob  find  their 
incestuous  erotic  awakening. 
It  is  the  final  nail  in  their 
family’s  coffin. 

Helen  Dunmore  is  an  un- 
usually fine  writer.  There  is  a 
strong  and  sensuous  magic  to 
.4  Spell  of  Winter,  yet  it  is  not 
the  best  of  her  work.  Perhaps 
it  is  the  poet  in  her  that  has 
emphasised  style  at  the  ex- 
pense of  substance.  She  cre- 
ates an  atmosphere,  but 
forgets  to  change  it  and 
strikes  but  one,  persistent  note 
—haunting,  even  piercing,  but 
ultimately  monotonous. 
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Lamentations  of  a widower 


Daniel  Johnson 


NEW  SELECTED 
POEMS 
1957-1994 
By  Ted  Hughes 

Faber.  £14.99/ £799  pbk 


less  than  15  years  after  the  first 
Selected  Poems.  One  could 
make  a plausible  case  for 
Hughes  as  the  greatest  poet  of 
nature  in  English  since 
Wordsworth,  but  his  birds 
and  beasts  belong  to  the  same 
supernatural  family  as  Blake's 
tyger  and  Rilke  s panther. 

" Yet  it  is  clear,  above  all  from 

the  hitherto  uncollected  poems 
included  in  this  new  volume, 
that  his  first  marriage  to 
Sylvia  PJath  has  overshad- 
owed the  whole  of  Hughes’s 


writing  career.  There  is  some- 
thing deeply  sad  and  yei  also 
noble  about  the  spectacle  of  a 
veritable  master  of  his  craft 
dedicating  so  much  of  his 
energy  to  the  painful  memory 
of  an  apprentice. 

She  is  omnipresent  in  these 
late  wQrks.  In  You  Hated 
Spain,  one  of  the  most  recent 
uncollected  poems.  Hughes 
addresses  her  directly,  as  he  so 
often  does,  recalling  her  unso- 
phisticated revulsion  at  the 
strangeness  of  Spanish  culture 
to  “a  bobby-sox  American": 

Von  saw  right  down  to  the 
Goya  funeral  grin 
Arid  recognized  it.  and 
recoiled 

As  vour  poems  winced  into  a 
chill,  as  your  panic 
Clutched  back  towards  college 
America. 


He  conjures  the  “grey-faced 
matador"  at  the  bullfight 
“vomiting  with  fear”,  and  the 
dawning  reality  for  his  young 
wife  of  “the  puckering 
amputafions/No  literature 
course  had  glamorized".  Spun 
becomes  an  extended  meta- 
phor for  life  itself,  with  all  its 
petty  cruelties  and  emotional 
betrayals,  its  disappointed 
hopes  and  intimidating  harsh- 
ness. “Spain  was  what  you 
tried  to  wake  up  from /And 
could  noL" 

To  those  who  have  elevated 
Sylvia  Plath  to  the  status  of  an 
orade,  Hughes  might  seem  to 
be  patronising  in  this  charac- 
terisation of  her.  was  she 
really  so  unworldly,  so  naive, 
so  American?  To  this  the 
answer  is:  he  knew  her  best;  he 
was  her  husband.  And  in  the 
coda  to  this  fine  poem,  Hughes 


Hughes:  grand  old  man 


transfigures  his  absent  inter- 
locutor into  the  immortal  be- 
loved of  his  predestined 
bereavement.  She  is  an  Ophe- 
lia to  his  Hamlet,  a Eurydice 
to  his  Orpheus: 

1 see  you.  in  moonlight 


Walking  the  empty  wharf  at 
Alicante 

Like  a new  soul,  still  not 
understanding. 

Thinking  it  is  still  your 
honeymoon 

in  the  happy  world,  with  your 
whole  life  waiting. 

Happy,  and  all  your  poems 
still,  to  be  found.  ' 

Sylvia  Hafirs  squalid  end  at 
the  age  of  31  ensured  that  she 
never  fulfilled  her  promise  as 
a poet,  but  has  transformed 
her  into  the  tragic  heroine  of  a 
literary  industry.  That  cannot 
have  been  her  intention-  It  is 
as  the  major  poet  she  wanted 
so  badly  to  be  that  Hughes 
memorialises  her.  His  sense  of 
her  limitations  as  a person 
adds  poignancy  to  his  tributes 
to  her  as  a poet  These  valedic- 
tory verses  are  a widower’s 
exhortation  to  the  Almighty  to 
have  mercy  on  the  never-quite- 
departed  soul  of  his  lost  con- 
sort — and  a plea  to  give  his 
own  troubled  spirit  peace. 


THE  TIMES  ( J/jenguin 

FESTIVAL  @Je/fICTION 

PENGUIN  Books  is  60  years  ojd  this  year.  In  the  last  of  a 
series  in  which  famous  titles  from  the  Penguin  list  are  seen 
through  the  eyes  of  contemporary  Times  journalists,  the 
obscenity  trial  involving  Lady  Chatterley’s  Lover  is  die  sub- 
ject of  an  ambivalent  leading  article. 

A jury  of  nine  men  and  three  women  have  derided 
that  D.  H.  Lawrence’s  novel  Lady  Chatterley's 
Lover  is  not  obscene.  While  Penguin  Books  Ltd  get 
ready  to  do  record  business,  and  while  Sir  Allen 
Lane  will  receive  the  congratulations  of  all  those  who  sin- 
cerely believe  that  a bad  taboo  has  been  broken  and  an 
unnecessary  restraint  lifted,  many  equally  sincere  people 
will  be  asking  themselves  exactly  where  the  consequences 
will  stop.  For,  in  spite  of  the  impressive  parade  of  witnesses 
for  the  defence,  well  nigh  all  affirming  that  the  publication 
of  Lady  Chatterley's  Lover  could  do  nothing  but  good,  it 
would  not  have  been  difficult  to  match  them,  bishop  for 
bishop  and  don  for  don,  with  a similar  parade  taking  exact- 
ly the  opposite  view. 

In  fairness  to  Lawrence,  his  novel  is  wholly  concerned 
with  normal  copulation.  It  depicts  no  perverted  vice  his 
characters  do  not  indulge  in  unnatural  practices  or  abhor- 
rent acts.  There  is  no  nastiness  in  his  approach.  He  does 
not  snigger.  But  on  the  grounds  of  decency,  and  taste,  and 
even  morals,  it  is  still  possible  to  express  dissent  It  is  hard 
to  make  the  major  premise  of  the  book  other  than  that 
Constance  Chatterley  was  behaving  naturally  in  being 
unchaste  both  before  and  throughout  marriage  and  was 
justified  in  lying  with  one  man  after  another  until  she 
found  one  to  her  satisfaction.  Now  that  this  novel  can  go 
into  the  hand  of  every  man.  woman,  adolescent  and  child, 
is  it  possible  to  be  sure  it  Mil  have  no  harmful  effect  on 
morals? 

A great  shift  in  what  is  permissible  legally  has  been 
made.  But  not  morally.  Yesterday’s  verdict  is  a chal- 
lenge to  society  to  resist  the  changes  in  its  manners 
and  conduct  that  may  flow  from  it  It  should  not  be 
taken  as  an  invitation  to  succumb. 

( The  Times,  February  3,  I960) 


. Superb  author  events  in  March 


THE  PENGUIN  Festival  of  Fiction  wall  feature  eight  midweek  and 
weekend  events  throughout  March,  with  more  than  40  Penguin 
authors  taking  pan  in  debates,  readings,  workshops  and  signings. 
Everyone  attending  will  be  entered  into  a FREE  PRIZE  DRAW  to 
win  a hamper  Tull  of  Penguin  goodies  each  Wednesday  and  a 
COMPAQ  PRESARIO  460  all-in-one  home  computer  each  Saturday. 


SATURDAY  25  MARCH. 

Cinema  One.  Chapter  Ans  Centre. 
Market  Road.  Kenan.  Cardiff  CR5  IQE. 
Price  E45D/E350 ( concessions ). 
Supported  by  Dillons. 

JJ.0Cton  Writing  a first  Novel: 

Elspedi  Barker.  Rafiaella  Barker, 
Nicholas  Hoyle,  Emma  Donoghue 
11.40am  Laurie  Lee  in  Conversation 
12.15pm  ComempLiraiy  fiction 
Readings:  Rotnesh  Gunesefcere. 

Aisling  Raster.  Clare  Chambers. 

Angda  Lambert 
1.00pm  B reassigning 
2.00pm  Humour  Beryl  Bainbridge. 
Howard  Jacobson.  Lynne  Truss 
3-00pm  Bestsellers:  Does  Sex  Play  a 
Pan?  Maeve  Harare  Celia  Brayfield 


Present  this  coupon  and  get  ] 
£1  off  the  entrance  price  if 


3.40pm  Masculinity:  Will  Self. 

Jim  Croce.  Barry  Hines. 

Russell  Celyn  Jones 
4.30pm  Signing 

Tickets  available  from  Dillons.  Cardiff  telephone:  0222  222  723  or  the  Chapter 
Ans  Centre  telephone:  01222  399  6*6 


| presented  upon  purchase j 


Win  a fabulous  COMPAQ  PRESARIO  460  nft-nbone  home  compute 
compteiewkh  an  excellent  selection  of  pre-installed  software. 
Compaq  is  the  world's  leading  computer  manufacturer  renowned 
far  its  togh  quality  and  reliability 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH23M5 


Law  Report  March  23 1995  House  of  Lords 


Administrators  liable  to  employees  after  adopting  their  contracts 


PowdriD  and  Another  v Watson 
and  Another 

Talbot  and  Another  v Cadge  and 
Another 

Talbot  and  Another  y Grundy  and 
Another 

Before  Lord  Keith  of  Kintal,  Lord 
Browne- Wilkinson,  Lord  MustiU.  Lord 
Woolf  and  Lord  Lloyd  of  Berwick 
{Speeches  March  16J 
Where  the  conduct  of  an  administrator 
or  admin  istratrive  receiver  of  a con- 
pony  amounted  to  an  election  to  treat  a 
continued  contract  of  employment  with 
the  company  as  giving  rise  to  a separate 
liability  in  the  administration  or 
receivership.  the  contract  was  “adopted" 
within  the  meaning  of  sections  19  amd 
44  of  the  insolvency  Act  1986  and  the 
administrator  or  receiver  could  not 
avoid  that  consequence  by  telling  the 
employee  that  he  was  not  adopting  the 
contract  or  was  only  doing  so  on  terms. 

His  liabilities  were  not  restricted  to 
liabilities  incurred  in  return  for  services 
actually  rendered  for  the  benefit  of  the 
administration  or  receivership. 

The  House  of  Lords  varied  the  order 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Powdrill  v 
Watson  f The  Times  March  i.  1994;  |!994( 
ICR  395)  dismissing  an  appeal  by  Mr 
Roger  Arthur  Fowdril!  and  Mr  Joseph 
Beaumont  Atkinson,  joint  admin- 
istrators of  Paramount  Airways  Ltd, 
from  the  decision  of  Mr  Justice  Evans- 
Lombe  on  July  27.  1993  and  referred 
determinations  of  Mr  Justice  Ligfuman 
in  Talbot  v Grundy  and  Taibot  v Cadge 
(sub  nom  In  re  Ferranti  International 
pic  In  re  UyUuid  DAF  Ltd.  (The  Times 
August  II.  1994: [1994 [4 AUER 3001  back 
to  the  Chancery  Division,  but  otherwise 
dismissed  appeals  by  Mr  Fow  drill  and 
Mr  Atkinson  and  by  Mr  John  Andrew 
Talbot  and  Mr  Murdoch  Lang 
McKiUop.  joint  administrative  receivers 
of  Ferranti  and  Ley  land  DAF. 

Section  19  of  the  l^So  Act  provides;  “(4) 
{An  administrators!  remuneration  and 
any  expenses  properly  incurred  by  him 
shall  be  charged  on  and  paid  out  of  any 
property  of  die  company  which  is  in  his 
custody  or  under  his  control  at  that  time 


in  priority  to  any  security  to  which 
section  15(1)  then  applies. 

“(5)  Any  sums  payable  in  respect  of 
debts  or  liabilities  incurred,  while  he 
was  administrator,  under  contracts 


entered  into  or  contracts  of  employment 

adopted  by  him. -.in  the  cartymg  out  of 


adopted  by  him ...  in  the  ortyrng  out  ot 

his ...  functions  shall  be  charged  on  and 
paid  out  of . , . property . . . mentioned  m 
subsection  (4)  in  priority  to  any  charge 
arising  under  that  subsection,  for  this 
purpose,  the  administrator  is  not  to  be 
taken  to  have  adopted  a contract  of 

empkiyment  by  reason  of  anything  done 

or  omitted  to  be  done  within  14  days 
after  his  appointment-" 

Section  44  provides:  “(1)  The  admin- 
istrative receiver  of  a company  . . . (bjis 
personally  liable  on  any  contract  entered 
imo  by  him  in  the  carrying  out  of  his 
functions  (except  in  so  far  as  the  contract 
otherwise  provides}  and  on  any  contract 
of  employment  adopted  by  him  in  the 
carrying  out  of  those  functions;  and  (cj  is 
entitled  in  respea  of  that  liability  to  an 
indemnity  out  of  the  assets  of  the 


company. 

“(2)  For  the  purposes  of  subsection 
pj(b}  fhej  is  not  to  be  taken  w have 
adopted  a contract  of  employment  by 
reason  of  anything  done  or  omi  tied  to  be 
done  within  14  days  after  his 


appointment . . 

Mr  Jonathan  Sumption.  QC  Mr 
Patrick  Elias.  QC  and  Mr  Mark  P. 
Phillips  for  the  administrators  and 
administrative  receivers:  Mr  Robin 
Pons.  QC.  Mr  Richard  Snowden  and 
Mr  Brain  Napier  for  the  employees  in 
Povdrill  v Watson.  Captain  John  Wat- 
son and  Captain  Anthony  John  Unwin; 
Mr  Charles  Purte,  QC,  Mr  David  Bean 
and  Miss  Ross  Crail  for  the  employees 
in  Talbot  v Cadge.  Ronald  Douglas 
Cadge  and  Robert  Sumner,  and  in 
Talbot  v Grundy.  Mrs  Maureen 
Grundy  and  John  Ernest  Parry. 

LORD  BROWNE-W1LKINSON  said 
that  when  a company  was  in  severe 
financial  difficulties  its  bankers  or  other 
holders  of  a floating  Charge  normally 
enforced  their  security  by  appointing  a 


receiver. 

In  many  cases  it  was  in  the  interests  of 
the  secured  creditor  that  the  whole  or 


pan  of  the  company's  business  should 
continue,  notwithstanding  the  receiver- 
ship. so  that  it  could  be  sold  as  a going 
concern  rather  than  on  a break-up  basis. 
Fbr  that  purpose  it  was  necessary  far  the 

company,  acting  by  the  recover,  to 
continue  to  employ  same  or  aD  of  the 
workforce. 

Where  no  receiver  had  been  appointed 
out  of  court-  die  court,  instead  of  making 
an  immediate  winding-up  order,  could 
now  appoint  an  administrator  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  the  business  of 
theajmpony  with  a view  to  procuring  its 
survival  for  the  more  advantageous 
realisation  of  its  assets  on  a gang 
concern  basis.  For  that  purpose  the 
continued  employment  of  part  of  the 
workforce  would  again  normally  be 
essential. 

The  appeals  raised  questions  as  to  the 
rights  of  employees  whose  employment 
had  been  continued  by  a receiver  or 
administrator.  Those  rights  had  bam 
clarified  for  the  future  by  the  insolvency 
An  1994.  but  for  employments  contin- 
ued between  1986  and  1994  the  questions 
remained  live. 

In  outline,  the  question  was  whether 
on  the  true  construction  of  the  1986  Act 
sections  19  and  44  gave  such  employees 
ihe  right  to  be  paid  in  full,  and  in 
priority  to  all  other  creditors,  not  only 
for  services  actually  rendered  during  the 
administration  or  receivership  but  also 
other  payments  not  referable  to  such 
services  to  which  the  employees  were 
entitled  under  their  contracts  of  employ- 
ment with  the  company,  for  example, 
holiday  pay  referable  to  a period  before 
the  receiver  or  administrator  had  been 
appointed  and  payments  in  lieu  of 
notice. 

The  question  in  administration  under 
section  19  was  whether  in  the  case  of  any 
given  employee  the  administrator  had 
“adopted"  die  employee’s  comma  of 
employment  and.  if  so,  whether  the  sum 
claimed  under  the  adopted  contract  was 
a sum  ‘payable  in  respea  of  debts  or 
Liabilities  incurred  while  he  was 
administrator'. 

The  question  in  administrative 
receivership  under  section  44  was 
whether  the  receiver  had  adopted  the 


.contract  of  employment  and,  if  so. 
whether  the  sum  claimed  was  a liability 
on  the  adopted  contract, 

The  question  whether  an  employee 
whose  employment  the  receiver  Had 
caused  the  company  to  continue  but 
whose  wages  had  not  been  paid  in  full 
was  entitled  to  the  same  priority  as  the 
receiver  in  respect  of  the  unpaid  wages 
had  first  arisen  for  determination  in 
Mco/l  v Cuts  fllfflSJ  BCLC  322}.  The 
Court  of  Appeal  had  rejected  the 
anpkjyert  dawn. 

Immediate  steps  had  been  taken  to 
correct 'the  law  as  stated  in  Nicoll  v 
Chris.  An  Insolvency  Bill  had  already 
been  introduced  into  Parliament. 
Amendments  had  been  made  to,  inter 
alia,  sections  19  and  44  of  the  I9S6  Aa  to 
correct  the  mischief  disclosed  by  Nicoll  v 
Cures,  vidilicet  the  inability  of  an 
employee  who  bad  rendered  services 
during  the  receivership  to  recover  his 
wages  for  such  services  if  they  remained 
unpaid 

Following  die  passing  of  the  I9S6  Act. 

it  had  become  the  practice  for  recovers 

and  administrators  to  send  to  employees 
whore  services  the  company  still  re- 
quired letters  such  as  those  sent  in  the 
present  cases,  that  was.  emphasising 
that  die  receiver  or  administrator  was 
neither  adopting  the  contracts  of 
employment  nor  accepting  personal 
liability  but  was  not  terminating  the 
employees'  contracts  with  the  company 
and  would  cause  the  company  to 
continue  to  pay  the  employees’  salaries 
so  long  as  they  were  at  work. 

That  practice  had  been  widespread 
and  had  been  said  to  be  based,  perhaps 
unwisely,  on  an  unreported  decision.  In 
re  Specialised  Mouldings  Ltd  (February 
13. 19871  for  which  the  judge  had  given 
no  reasons. 

When  the  decision  of  die  Court  of 
Appeal  in  PomtdriU  v Watson  had  bean 
announced  it  had  caused  a furore  in  the 
insolvency  world.  The  Court  of  Appeal 
had  held  that,  if  employees  continued  io 
work  and  be  paid  after  the  appointment 
of  an  administrator,  letters  of  the  kind 
sent  in  these  cases  were  ineffective. 

By  continuing  the  employment  the 
administrator  had  adopted  the  contracts 


of  employment  and.  accordingly,  liabil- 
ities incurred  to  such  employees  while 
he  had  beat  administrator,  including 
payments  in  lieu  of  notice  and  holiday 
pay  payable  on  dismissal,  were  payable 
in  priority  to  all  other  debts.  The  Court 
of  Appeal  had  described  the  letters 
seeking  to  avoid  that  result  as  mere 
“ritual  incantation”. 

The  furore  had  beat  understandable. 
The  result  of  the  derision  had  beat  to 
make  it  extremely  hazardous  for  admin- 
istrators to  keep  on  the  employees 
necessary  to  enable  foe  company’* 
business  to  continue. 

In  relation  to  recovers  hips,  die  pos- 
ition was  even  worse.  If  receivers  were  to 
be  taken  to  have  adopted  contracts  of 
employment,  they  became  personally 
liable  for  all  liabilities  on  cot  tracts. 

The  fear,  subsequently  confirmed  by 
Mr  Justice  Ughunan's  decision,  had 
been  that  the  receiver's  liability  on 
adopted  contracts  might  extend  to  aU 
liabilities  under  the  contracts  of  employ- 
ment whether  incurred  before,  during  or 
after  the  receivership. 

In  the  ordinary  case.  14  days  was  quite 
inadequate  to  enable  the  'recover  or 
administrator  to  assess  the  relative 
merits  of  an  immediate  closure  of  the 
business  or  its  continuance. 

Parliament  had  acted  with  almost 
unprecedented  speed.  Under  the  1994 
Act  the  liability  of.  inter  alia,  admin- 
istrators under  section  19  and  admin- 
istrative receivers  under  section  44  of  the 
19S6  An  on  contracts  of  employment 
adopted  fy  them  after  March  l£  1994 
was  restricted  to  payment  of  wages, 
salaries  and  contributions  to  a pension 
scheme  m respect  of  services  rendered 
after  the  adoption  of  the  contract. 

Although  the  position  was  thus  re- 
solved for  the  future,  if  the  decisions 
appealed  from  were  correct  the  large 
number  of  receiverships  and  admin- 
istrations that  had  taken  place  between 
19S6  and  1994  would  have  been  con- 
ducted on  a wrong  basis  and  very  large 
sums  were  at  stake. 

In  his  Lordships  view,  as  Mr 
Sumption  had  submined,  "adoption”  in 
sections  19  and  44  of  the  19S6  Act  could 
only  connote  some  conduct  by  the 


administrator  or  receiver  that  amounted 
to  an  election  to  treat  the  continued 
contract  of  emptaymertt  with  die  com- 
pany as  giving  rise  to  a separate  liability 
in  the  administration  or  receivership- 

In  favour  of  the  view  that  the 
administrator  or  receiver  could  attach 
conditions  to  his  adoption.  Mr 
Sumption  had  submitted  that  there  was 
no  a priori  reason  why  the  adopter 
should  not  state  w hich  liabilities  he  was 
accepting  and  which  he  was  not. 

His  Lordship'S  views  on  that  argu- 
ment had  varied,  bur  eventually  he  was. 
with  regret,  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  no  halfway  house  such  as  Mr 
Sumption  had  proposal 

The  mischief  aimed  at  by  the  I9S6  Act. 
that  is.  tire  derision  in  Nicoll  v Cuts 
must  mean  that  the  concept  of  adoption 
of  the  contract  covered  at  least  accepting 
liability  for  payment  for  services  ren- 
dered to  the  administrator  under  con- 
tracts chat  he  had  continued. 

If  ft  were  to  be  open  to  the  admin- 
istrator or  receiver  to  exclude  such 
liability,  the  Aa  foiled  ro  remedy  the 
mischief.  Therefore,  ihe  concept  of 
adoption  of  thecontracnras  inconsistent 
with  an  ability  to  pick  and  choose 
between  different  liabilities  under  the 
comma 

The  contract  as  a whole  was  either 
adopted  or  not.  If  the  employment  was 
continued  for  more  than  14  days  after 
the  appointment  of  the  administrator  or 
receiver  there  seemed  to  be  no  escape 
from  the  conclusion  that  die  whole 
contract  had  been  adopted.  Since  "adop- 
tion” must  have  the  same  meaning  in 
both  sections  19  and  44.  rt  follow  ed  that 
in  those  cases  the  contracts  of  employ- 
ment had  been  adopted. 

So  for  as  administration  was  con- 
cerned. section  19  otnly  applied  to 
liabilities  incurred  during  the  admin- 
istration- On  the  literal  meaning  of  those 
words,  such  liabilities  included  liability 
for  wages  accruing  during  the  contrac- 
tual period  of  notice  or  the  damages 
payable  for  failure  to  give  such  notice. 

His  Lordship  disagreed  with  Mr 
Sumption's  submission  that  the  words 
should  be  read  as  limited  to  those 
Uanfiines  incurred  in  return  for  services 


actually  rendered  for  the  bo£  of  the 

S^pSn^iutions  in  r* 

spea  of  the  notice  period 

As  to  holiday  pay. 
employs  liability  under l*u*aOrf 
,he  employ  comracisof  ™P^' 
had  been  incurred  ac  foe  eno  « 
calendar  month  although  only 
on  a contingency  at  a foter  datc_H^day 
my  referable  to  compile  mom™  “ 

administrators  appointment  m 
therefore,  not  liabilities 
he  was  administrator  and  did  not  tan 
within  section  19(5}. 

The  liability  of  a receiver  on  m 
adopted  contract  must  be  read  as  subject 
to  die  same  restriction,  foal  was.  ™ 
liabilities  incurred  under  the  contract 
while  he  was  receiver. 

His  lordship  would  therefore  vary  me 
order  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in  Powdnll 
v Wuuon  as  regarded  holiday  pay  out 
otherwise  dismiss  the  appeal. 

As  to  Talbot  v Cadge  and  Talbot  v 
Crundv.  their  Lordships  had  not  beat 
addressed  bv  counsel  as  to  which  of  the 
benefits  claimed  by  die  employees 
would  be  payable  if  their  Lordship 
determined  the  appeals  in  the  sense  his 
Lordship  had  suggestoi 

Nlr  Justice  Ughtman’s  order  in  Tab 
hot  v Cadge  should  therefore  be  varied 
by  setting  aside  his  directions  in  relation 
to  entitlement  to  private  medical  in- 
surance. accident  insurance  and  holiday 
pay  and  referring  those  matters  back  to 
the  Chancery  Division. 

Similarly,  in  Talbot  v Grundy  his 
determination  in  relation  to  health  care 
schemes,  foe  provision  of  cars,  holiday 
pay  and  sums  due  under  a severance 
payment  and  redeployment  agreement 
should  be  set  aside  and  those  matters 
referred  back.  The  appeals  should 
otherwise  be  dismissed. 

Lord  Keith.  Lord  MustilL  Lord  Woolf 
and  Lord  Uoyd  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Wilde  Sapte.and  Allen  & 
Overy;  Burrough  & Co;  Rowley 
Ashworth. 


Individual  cannot  sue  over  frontier  control  Council  stag  hunt  decision  was  invalid 


Regina  v Secretary  of  Stale 
for  tbe  Home  Department 
Ex  parte  Flynn 
Before  Mr  Justice  McCullough 
{Judgment  March  9} 

Provisions  of  European  Com- 
munity treaties  which  aimed  at 
establishing  an  infernal  market 
without  internal  frontiers  created 
no  enforceable  rights  for  individ- 
uals against  member  states. 

Mr  Justice  McCullough  so  held 
in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division  in 
dismissing  the  application  of  Don- 
ald Walter  Flynn  for  certiorari  to 
quash  the  maintenance  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  of  controls  on  the  free 
movement  of  persons  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  other  coun- 
tries of  the  European  Union  and 
for  declaratory  relief  and  for 
damages  for  being  subjected  to 
border  controls  and  detained  at 
Dover  on  May  22.  J993. 

.Article  7(a)  of  the  EC  Treaty 
(Cmd  4864).  inserted  by  article  13 
of  the  Single  European  Act  1986 
<1987  OJ  LU#/II.  formerly  article 
8{a/  and  renumbered  by  Article 
GlS)  of  the  Treaty  on  European 
Union  (1992  QJ  C2Z4J.  provides: 

The  community  shall  adopt 
measures  with  the  aim  of  progres- 
sively establishing  the  internal 
market  over  a period  expiring  on 
31  December  1992  ...  without 
prejudice  to  the  other  provisions  of 
this  treaty.  The  internal  market 
shall  comprise  an  area  without 
internal  frontiers  in  which  the  free 
movement  of  goods,  persons,  ser- 
vices and  capital  is  ensured  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  treaty." 

Mr  lan  Hunter,  QC  and  Mr 
ftter  Duffy  for  Mr  Flynn:  Mr 
Stephen  Richards  and  Mr  Mark 
Shaw  for  the  Home  Secretary. 

MR  JUSTICE  MCCULLOUGH 
said  that  article  7(a)  did  not  match 
the  criteria  for  having  direct  effect. 
It  imposed  no  obligation  on  mem- 


ber states,  let  alone  one  that  was 
dear  and  precise. 

The  obligation  it  imposed  was 
cast  on  the  community:  it  extended 
only  to  the  adoption  of  measures 
with  a stated  aim  within  a stated 


tune. 

The  establishment  of  the  in- 
ternal market  was  dependent  upon 
the  adoption  of  measures  of  the 
stated  kind  and  their  introduction 
left  wide  scope  for  the  exercise  of 
discretion  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  community  would  fulfil 
its  obligation. 

Neither  article  5.  an  the  obliga- 


tion upon  member  states  to  pro- 
mote the  objectives  of  the  EC 
Treaty,  nor  article  7(a)  was  of  direct 
effect  and  nothing  added  to  noth- 
ing equalled  nothing. 

Article  59.  regarding  freedom  of 
the  provision  of  services,  was  of 
direct  effect,  but  it  said  nothing 
about  internal  frontier  control  and 
could  not  alone  enable  Mr  Flynn  to 
suoceed.He  needed  to  show  that 
article  7(a)  was  of  direct  effect 

Did  article  7(a)  have  direa  effect 
in  combination  with  article  6. 
regarding  the  prohibition  of 
discrimination  on  the  grounds  of 


nationality?  It  was  argued  that  the 
common  travel  area  with  Ireland 
made  for  discrimination  when 
such  a benefit  was  not  extended  to 
people  arriving  from  France. 

Given  foe  geography  of  Britain 
and  Ireland,  the  harmony  of  their 
immigration  policies  and  degree  of 
cooperation  between  them,  there 
was  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Goun  of  Justice  of  the  European 
Communities  would  say  dial  foe 
common  travel  area  was  not 
justifiable. 

Solicitors:  Baileys  Shaw  & 
Gillett  Treasury  Solicitor. 


Regina  v Somerset  County 
CotmdL  Ex  parte  Fewings 
and  Others 


Before  Sir  Thomas  Bingham.  Mas- 
ter of  the  Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Simon 
Brown  and  Lord  Justice  Swincon 
Thomas 


Difficulties  caused  at  trial 


by  age  of  offences 


Regina  v BircfaaO 
Before  Lord  Justice  Hutchison.  Mr 
Justice  Curtis  and  Sir  Lawrence 
Vemey.  QC.  Recorder  of  London 
{Judgment  March  6| 

At  the  trial  of  a defendant  charged 
with  offences  allegedly  committed 
many  years  earlier,  it  was  incum- 
bent on  the  judge  when  summing 
up  to  refer  to  foe  difficulties 
occasioned  to  the  defence  by  the 
age  of  the  complaints,  and  to 
explain  to  the  jury  the  way  it 
affected  the  ability  of  the  defence  to 
advance  its  case. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  stated 
when  allowing  the  appeal  of  James 
Richard  Birchall  against  his 
convictions  by  a majority  erf  eleven 
to  one  on  July  16, 1993  at  Liverpool 
Crown  Court,  (Judge  Downey  and 
a jury}  of  offences  of  rape  and 
indecent  assault,  an  which  he  was 
sentenced  to  a total  of  eight  years 
imprisonment 

Mr  John  Maxwell  for  the  appel- 
lant Miss  Elizabeth  Cliff  for  tbe 
Crown. 


LORD  JUSTICE 

HUTCHISON,  giving  foe  judg- 
ment of  foe  court,  said  that  foe  trial 
judge  had  rejected  an  application 
for  the  indictment  to  be  stayed  on 
the  ground  of  abuse  of  process 
because  of  the  age  of  the  com- 
plaints. which  alleged  offences 
occurring  between  1973  and  1977. 

In  the  light  of  the  authorities  it 
was  difficult  to  contend  that  she 
was  not  entitled  to  reach  foe 
decision  she  dkL 

However,  in  AttomeyGenerai's 
Reference  No  1 of  1990  (11992J  QB 
630.  644)  Lord  Lane.  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  having  said  that  a stay 
should  only  be  employed  in  excep- 
tional circumstances,  said  that  in 
assessing  whether  there  was  likely 
to  be  serious  prejudice  justifying  a 
stay,  the  power  of  foe  judge  to  give 
appropriate  directions  was  one 
factor  to  be  borne  in  mind. 

Thal  was  amplified  and  coo- 
firmed  in  R v Dutton  ([19941  Crim 
LR  910),  a case  quite  similar  to  foe 
present  one,  in  which  it  was  said 


thar  the  judge’s  power  to  give 
appropriate  directions  would 
surely  be  called  for  in  a case-  in 
which  not  only  had  there  been 
substantial  delay  but  it  could  be 
seen  that  witnesses  who  might 
have  been  able  to  give  relevant 
evidence  had  disappeared. 

In  the  present  case  the  Crown's 
case  depended  on  the  uncorrobo- 
rated evidence  erf  the  complainant 

It  was  self-evident  that  many 
particular  difficulties  were  occa- 
sioned to  foe  defence  as  a result  of 
the  age  of  the  case  yet.  with  foe 
exception  of  one  passage,  foe 
summing  up  might  have  applied  to 
a case  where  the  events  dekribed 
took  place  in  foe  recent  past 

The  failure  to  make  any  ref- 
erence to  foe  difficulties  caused 
and  to  the  way  in  which  the  delay 
affected  the  ability  of  foe  defence  to 
advance  its  case  was  a material 
misdirection  or  non-direction. 

Solicitors:  Canter  Levin  & Berg, 
Liverpool;  Crown  Prosecution  Ser- 
vice, Liverpool. 


[Judgment  March  17J 
Where  a local  authority  had  not 
considered  the  statutory  purposes 
for  which  their  power  under 
section  LJOUNDj  of  foe  Local  Gov- 
ernment Act  1972  had  been  con- 
ferred. namely,  to  manage  land 
they  had  acquired  “for  the  benefit 
...  of  their  area."  they  were  not 
entitled  under  that  section  to 
decide  to  ban  stag  hunting  over 
pair  of  their  land  because  they 
believed  it  to  be  unacceptably 
mid. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held. 
Lord  Justice  Simon  Brown  dissent- 
ing when  dismissing  Somerset 
County  Council  s appeal  from  Mr 
Justice  Laws  (The  Times  February 
10.  1994:  11994}  92  LGR  6741  who 
had  granted  an  application  by 
William  Fewings.  Master  of  foe 
Quantock  Staghounds.  William 
Leyfand.  chairman  of  foe  hunt’s 
executive  committee  and  Richard 
Down,  huntsman,  for  judicial 
review  and  quashed  foe  council's 
resolution  of  August  4.  1993  that, 
as  landowners,  they  would  ban  foe 
hunting  of  deer  with  hounds  at 
Over  Stowey  Customs  Common. 

Following  foe  death  of  foe 
second  applicant  his  personal 
representative.  Audrey  Leyfand. 
was  substituted  in  his  place  by- 
order  of  foe  Registrar  of  Civil 
Appeals. 

Mr  Michael  Supperstone.  QC 
and  Mr  Philip  Sales  for  the 
council:  Mr  Michael  Beloff.  QC 
and  Mr  David  Holgate  for  the 
applicants. 


LEGAL  & PUBLIC  NOTICES 


0171-782  7344 


THE  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLLS  said  that  it  was  common 
ground  on  the  appeal  that  foe 
majority  of  councillors  who  sup- 
ported the  ban  were  moved  to  do  so 
by  their  belief  that  hunting  in- 
volved unacceptable  and  un- 
necessary cruelty  to  foe  red  deer 
who  were  foe  victims  of  foe  chase. 
His  Lordship  referred  to  that  as 
"the  cruelty  argument". 

The  court  had  no  rafe  as  an 


arbiter  between  those  who  adhered 
to  that  argument  and  those  who 
supported  hunting  as  a traditional 
country  sport  more  humane  than 
other  methods  of  destruction  such 
as  shooting,  snaring,  poisoning  or 
trapping.  * 

The  question  ‘the  emu:  was 
obliged  io  answ  er  was  whether  the 
council  had  acted  lawfully  in 
making  their  decision.  In  other 
words.' were  member?  entitled  in 
reaching  their  decision  to  give 
effect  to  their  acceptance  of  foe 
cruelty  argument? 

It  was  critical  to  distinguish 
between  the  legal  position 'of  a 
private  landowner  and  that  of  a 
land-owning  local  authority  . 

The  modern  answer  u?  foe 
famous  question  “Is  i:  no:  lawful 
for  me  to  do  w hat  1 will  wfch  mine 
oh 7t?"  was  clear  “Yes.  subjecr  ;o 
such  regulatory  ar.d  other  con- 
straints as  the  Saw  imposes  " 

Bui  the  answer  would  be  dif- 
ferent if  the  same  question  were 
posed  by  a local  authority:  it  would 
be'No.  it  is  not  lawful  for  you  id  do 
anything  save  what  the  law  ex- 
pressly or  impliedly  authorises. 
You  enjoy  no  unfettered  dis- 
cretions. There  ore  legal  limits  to 
every  power  you  have." 

The  law  in  issue  was  agreed  by 
the  parties  to  be  section  120fo:b)  of 
foe  1972  .Act  which  provided:  ~fl) 
For  foe  purposes  of  — ...  fo/  foe 
benefit  improvement  or  dev- 
elopment of  their  area,  a principal 
council  may  acquire  by  agreement 
any  land  whether  situated  inside 
or  outside  their  area. " 

Was  therefore  foe  councillors- 
acceptance  of  the  cruelty  argument 
capable  of  justifying  the  ban  as  a 
measure  which  conduced  to  “the 
benefit,  improvement  or  dev- 
elopment of  their  area"  within  the 
section? 

It  was  noteworthy  foal  section 
120(1)  did  not  provide  that  prin- 
cipal councils  might  acquire  land 
for  foe  purposes  of  the  benefit, 
improvement  or  development  of 
that  land,  foe  reference  was  "to 
their  area". 

Thar  initialed  that  tbe  drafts- 
man was  concerned  not  merely 
with  improved  husbandry  of 
particular  land  but  with  wider 
questions  of  public  benefit.  The 


power  to  acquire  land  outside  their 
area  reflected  the  same  intention. 

His  Lordship  accepted  Mr 
Supperstone submission  that  the 
judge  had  put  too  narrow  a 
construction  on  the  words  "tbe 
benefit  ...  of  their  area".  The 
draftsman  wuuld  have  been 
pressed  to  have  found  broader  or 
less  specific  language. 

Nor  did  his  Lordship  accept  foe 
judge's  view  that  the  cruelty  argu- 
ment. or  tbe  contrary  argument 
was  necessarily  irrelevant  to 
consideration  of  what  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  area.  That  was  to 
place  an  unwarranted  restriction 
on  the  bread  language  foe  drafts- 
man bad  used.  . 

Tnere  was  however  a categorical 
difference  between  saying  “I 
strongly  disapprove  of  X"  and  "It  is 
for  foe  benefit  of  foe  area  that  X 
Should  be  prohibited" 

The  first  was  foe  egression  of  a 
purely  personal  opinion  which 
might,  but  need  not.  take  account- - 
of ' any  wider  countervailing 
argumenL 

The  second,  also  an  expression 
of  personal  opinion,  involved  a 
judgment  on  wider,  community- 
based  grounds  of  what  was  for  the 
benefit  of  foe  area.  Both  statements 
might,  hut  need  not.  lead  to  the 
same  conclusion.. 

There  was  nothing  illogical  in 
saving  "1  strongly  disapprove  of  X. 
but  I am  not  persuaded  that  it  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  area  that  X 
should  be  prohibited." 

His  Lordship  concluded,  for  the 
following  reasons,  that  foe  council, 
in  resolving  as  it  did.  had  not 
exercised  its  power  to  further  the 
object  prescribed  by  foe  statute,  the 
benefit  of  foe  council  area: 

1 As  no  point,  before  or  during,  foe 
debate  was  the  council's  attention 
drawn  to  what  was  now  agreed  to 
be  the  governing  statutory  pro- 
vision. The  councillors’  minds 
were  never  drawn  to  die  question 
they  should  have  been  addressing. 

2 A paper  circulated  to  councillors 
with  the  agenda  concluded  that  the 
council  bad  to  come  to  a decision 
“largely  on  the  grounds  of  ethics, 
animal  welfare  and  social 
considerations" 

His  Lordship  accepted  that  foe 
latter  considerations  were  and  the 


former  consideration  could  be 
relevant  matters  to  be  taken  into 
account;  but  foe  statement  did  not 
express  or  exhaust  the  statutory 
test  and  could  have  been  read  as  an 
invitation  to  councillors  to  give  free 
rein  to  their  personal  views. 

3 References  to  the  council  “as 
landowners"  appeared  to 
equiporate  the  positions  of  private 
and  local  authority  landowners. 
That  reflected  a failure  to  appre- 
ciate foe  overriding  statutory 
constrainL 

4 The  lack  of  reference  to  the 
governing  statutory  test  was  not  a 
purely  formal  omission.  If  coun- 
cillors had  been  referred  to  it  they 
would  have  had  to  attempt  to 
define  what  benefit  a ban  would 
have  conferred  on  the  area,  and 
conversely  what  detriment  foe 
absence  of  a ban  would  cause.  It 
might  be  that  they  could  have  done 
so.  but  as  it  was  they  did  not  need 
to  _try.  In  the  absence  of  legal . 
guidance  it  was  not  appreciated 
foal  persona]  views  had  to  be 
related  to  foe  benefit  of  foe  area. 

His  Lordship  accordingly 
agreed,  although  on  much  nar- 
rower grounds,  that  the  council 
were  not  entitled  to  make  foe 
decision  they  did  on  foe  grounds 
they  relied  on. 

He  left  open,  and  expressed  no 
view  on,  the  possibility  that  foe 
same  derision  could  have  been 
reached  on  proper  grounds. 

His  Lordship  did  not  share  the 
judge's  view  that  the  derision  was 
vulnerable  on  the  alternative 
ground  that  foe  council  had  failed 
to  take  account  of  a relevant 
consideration:  namely  foe  effect 
the  ban  would  have  had  on  herd 
management  and  how  the  deer 
were  to  be  conserved  in  the  light  of 
it. 

His  Iqrdship  would  dismiss  that 
ground  of  challenge,  but  would 
dismiss  the  appeal. 

Lord  Justice  Simon  Brown  deliv- 
ered a dissenting  judgment  and 
Lord  Justice  Swinton  Thomas 
delivered  a judgment  concurring 
in  tbe  result  with  foe  Master  of  foe 
Rolls. 

Solicitors:  Sharpe  Pritchard,  for 
Mr  J.  K.  Whitcutt,  Taunton; 
Knights,  Tunbridge  Wells. 
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CONWAY  conrwrty  OWEN. 
PHILIP  CONWAY  formally 
PHILIP  COHEN  tale  at  Stasmr 
Groan.  London  El  eUM  there  on 
22  November  1993 
(EMafia  about  £300001 
nsHEn  formally  FKLD  new 
QASHWOOD.  GLADYS  IVY 
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1993  (EJUHjc  about  CI6.Q00) 
JUfUtaC.  2XLJKO  DESHJER 
JUWoC  erne,  n,  xeljkO 
JURKaC  late  Of  UnoTMO.  Kent 
died  Danford,  Kent  cm  11 
November  1994 

{Estate  JtMiM  £100X00) 
MOORE.  CYRIL  MOORE  late  of 
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Jo ty  1994 

(pair  abend  £28X1001 
REBzne.  STAMESLAW  REDKK 
lata  or  Norwich  died  there  on  22 

December  1993 
(Little  abend  £10X1001 
SMITH.  DOROTHEA  MARQA- 
RET  LAVFiELD  SMITH  other- 
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LAYF1ELO  SMITH  SPINSTER 
late  of  Whffley  say.  Tyne  and 
Wear  eften  mere  an  14  January 

1994  (estate  about  £19X100) 
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beyond  powers 


Contempt  sentence 
not  excessive 
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daKripOon.  fia  pmeuiar  or  thair 
dr 
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Morgan  Grenfell  & Co  Lid  v 
Sutton  London  Borough 
Council 

Before  Mr  Justice  Clarke 
(Judgment  Ffebijua/y  23| 

A local  authority  acted  beyond  its 
powers  when  It  guaranteed  and 
indemnified  a ; loan  made  to  a 
housing  association  that  was  not  a 
registered  housing  association  for 
the  purposes  of  section  3 of  the 
Housing  Associations  Act  1985  and 
both  guarantee  and  indemnity 
were  void  ah  initio  and  could  not 
be  relied  upon  by  the  lender. 

Mr  Justice  Clarke  so  hetd  in  the 
Queen’s  Bench  Division  when 
refusing  Morgan  Grenfell  & Co 
Ltd's  claim  against  foe  London 
Borough  of  Sutton  for  £790,929.20 
and  interest 

Sutton  had  guaranteed  punctual 
repayment  and  had  indemnified 
outstanding  advances  under  a 
loan  made  by  Morgan  Grenfell  to 
Wellesley  Housing  Association  Ltd 
which  was  a housing  association 
that  had  not  been  registered  under 
section  3 of  the  1985  Act.  The  loan 
teas  intended  for  the  purchase  of 
housing  which  was  to  be  leased  to  ’ 
the  council  for  use  in  alleviating 
homelessness. 

Section  111  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  1972  provides; 

“(1)  ...  a local  authority  shall 


provides:  “(l) . . . loans  and  guar- 
antees may  be  made  or  given  . . . 
only  if  the  association  is  ...  a 
registered  housing  association. " 

Mr  Michael  Beloff,  QC  and  Mr 
Peter  Irvin  for  foe  bank  and  the 
housing  association;  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Appleby.  QC  and  Mr  Timo- 
thy Kerr  for  foe  local  authority. 

MR  JUSTICE  CLARKE  said 
that  the  plaintiff  bad  argued  that 
the  guarantee  was  conducive  or 
incidental  to  foe  discharge  of  one  of 
foe  functions  of  foe  council, 
namely  its  duty  to  house  the 

homeless  under  section  65  of  the 
Housing  Act  1985. 

However,  the  council  did  not 
have  power  to  give  the  guarantee 
under  section  111(1)  of  foe  Local 
Government  Act  1972  because 
although  the  giving  of  foe  guar- 
antee was  incidental  to  its  duty  to 
house  the  homeless,  the  powers 
under  section  111  were  expressed  to 
be  subjed  to  foe  provisions  of  any 
subsequent  enactment  and  the 
giving  of  the  guarantee  was 
prohibited  by  section  60(1)  of  the 
Housing  Association  Act  1985. 

Both  foe  guarantee  and  the 
indemnity  were  ultra  vires.  In  foe 
relevant  case  law  it  was  assumed 
that  contracts  made  by  local  coun- 
cils which  were  ultra  vires  were 


Hudson  v Hudson 

Before  Lord  Justice  Roch  and  Lord 
Justice  Ward 
[Judgment  March  3| 

A prison  sentence  of  nine  months 
for  contempt  of  court  by  a husband 
who  in  breach  of  an  injunctive 
order  for  E 10,000  made  in  favour 
of  his  wife  had  disposed  of  his 
army  gratuity  was  not  manifestly 
excessive  and  was  not  to  be 
interfered  with  by  the  Court  of 
Appeal, 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  Ian 
Gerard  Hudson  from  the  order  for 
imprisonment  for  contempt  made 
by  Judge  Stephenson  in  Newcastle 
County  Court  on  December  8. 
1994. 


Mr  James  Simon  Adkin  for  the 
husband:  Miss  Pauline  Moulder 
for  the  wife. 


LORD  JUSTICE  WARD  said 
that  the  issue  concerned  foe  proper 
punishment  for  contempt  by  a 
husband  who  had  taken  not  a 
blind  fat  of  notice  of  the  court’s 
order  in  his  wife's  favour  regard- 
ing foe  disposal  of  money  he  was  to 
receive. 

The  parties  had  separated  after 
ten  years  of  marriage,  foe  wife 
having  to  set  up  home  for  hersdf 


of  his  severance  payment  until 
after  an  inter  partes  hearing. 

At  the  contempt  hearing  foe 
husband  freely  admitted  to  foe 
judge  that  he  had  spent  the  whole 
of  the  £20,000  gratuity  money  he 
had  received  within  four  months 
and  without  thought  of  his  wife 
and  child.  The  judge  found  that 
that  was  a flagrant  breach  of  the 
court's  order,  about  as  bad  a case 
of  contempt  as  one  could  imagine, 
and  sentenced  him  to  nine  months. 

Mr  Adkin  ariouiwtedged  that 
the  judge  was  right  to  regard  itasa 
flagrant  breach  and  that  imprison- 
ment was  appropriate.  He  said, 
however,  foat  the  judge  had  failed 
to  toJce Q»rtaj/>  matters  into  account 
and  that  nine  months  was  exees- 
sive.  «ft  was,  he  said,  the  first  time 
foe  husband  had  breached  an 
injunctive  order  and  he  was  a man 
of  exemplary  character  who  had 
fer  b years  served  Queen  and 
country  and  was  now  anxious  to 
obtain  work. 

But  the  breach  was  a substantial 
OTe.  foe  hiBband  had  been  shown 
to  have  had  a systematic  disregard 
wun*  ortter.  Further  the 
wife  had  as  a result  lost  all 
pmsiwa  of  recovering  any  iumo 
sum  payment  from  him.  9 

neHwfj toade  no  error  in 

prtoopfe-  He  had  not  felted 


(whether  or  not  involving  foe 
expenditure,  borrowing  or  fending 
of  money  or  foe  acquisition  or 
disposal  of  any  property  or  rights) 
which  is  calculated  to  fariiiinte , or 
is  conducive  or  incidental  to  the 
discharge  of  any  of  their 
functions." 

Section  60  of  foe  1985  Act 


was  correctly  made. 

Academic  opinion  suggested 
foal  the  rights  of  foe  contractor 
should  prevail  but  any  changes  to 
. the  present  state  of  the  law  was  a 
mailer  for  Parliament  and  not  foe 
courts. 

Solicitors:  Norton  Rose;  Sharpe 
Pritchard. 


accommodation  with  no  financial 
support  from  foe  husband. 

After  13  years'  service  foe  hus- 
band was  to  leave  the  army  and 
the  wife,  fearful  foat  he  might 
dissipate  the  army  gratuity  or 
lump  sum  he  would  receive,  had 
obtained  the  court  order  prevent- 
ing him  from  disposing  of  any  part 
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^^and  foe  appeal  should,* 
Lord  Justice  Rodi  agreed 
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RACING  35 


Shaikh  Mohammed  appoints  new  trainer  at  Newmarket 

Godolphin  venture  gathers  pace 


From  Richard  Evans 
Racing  correspondent 

IN  DUBAI 

FROM  the  four-lane  motor- 
way sweeping  out  of  Dubai 
diy  towards  Jebel  AJi.  a mo- 
torist could  be  forgiven  for  not 
spotting  the  duster  of  incon- 
spicuous buildings  with  their 
whitewash  walls  and  mud-red 
tiled  rooves. 

Set  back  400  yards  from  the 
busy  highway  amid  the  desert 
dunes,  the  A1  Quoz  raring 
stables  not  only  house  some  of 
the  finest  thoroughbreds  in 
the  world,  but  they  are  also  the 
headquarters  of  Godolphin, 
the  Shaikh  Mohammed-in- 


EDWARD  WHITAKER 


RICHARD  EVANS 


Nap;  SKY  RUN 
(2.15  Wincanron) 

Next  best:  Astrolabe 
(4.40  Doncaster) 

Richard  Evans  landed  his  nap. 
Tejano  Gold  (5-1).  yesterdev  and 
coupled  it  with  Fongo  Waring  (7-2)  tor 
a 26-1  double.  His  naps  showed  a 
proff  of  £29.66  (El  stake)  this  jumps 
season,  which  gave  him  second 
place  in  the  Sporting  Life  naps  fabfe 


spired  raring  operation  which 
is  based  in  this  fast-changing 
Arab  state. 

A year  ago  Balanchine  was 
just  one  of  a number  of  horses 
who  wintered  at  the  unique 
satellite  base  before  returning 
to  Britain  to  win  the  Oaks  arid 
the  Irish  Derby,  and  so  be- 
come the  top  three-year-old  of 
1994.  Towards  the  end  of  next 
month  another  batch  of  30 
horses  to  have  benefited  from 
a warm  winter  will  be  flown 
back  to  Britain  in  search  of 
classic  glory  and  to  continue 
Shaikh  Mohammed's  dream. 

Dressed  in  traditional  Arab 
clothing,  the  world’s  leading 
racehorse  owner  yesterday 
showed  off  some  of  his  top 
performers,  including  Balan- 
chine and  Moonshell.  the  6-1 
favourite  for  the  1.000  Guin- 
eas. before  talking  in  detail 


Shaikh  Mohammed  proudly  displays  dual  classic  winner  Balanchine  at  his  AI  Quoz  stables  in  Dubai 


about  his  plans  for  the  future 
and  the  potential  impact  on 
existing  British  trainers,  par- 
ticularly at  Newmarket. 

Shaikh  Mohammed  was 
animated  and  the  pride  in  his 
venture  shone  through  as  he 
chatted  about  the  possibility  of 
Moonshell  running  in  the 
Derby,  while  horses  such  as 
Halting,  the  Cambridgeshire 
winner,  and  Cezanne,  the 
Irish  Champion  Stakes  win- 
ner. were  walked  around. 

“Now  we  will  look  at  the 
Queen  of  the  Desert,"  the 
Shaikh  announced  before 
walking  into  Balanchine's 
box.  Fully  recovered  from  a 
near  fatal  attack  of  colic  which 
curtailed  her  racing  last  sea- 
son. she  will  return  to  Britain 


in  May  and  could  reappear  at 
Royal  Ascot 

However,  the  news  that  will 
have  Britain's  top  trainers 
sleeping  nervously  came  as 
Shaikh  Mohammed  held 
court  in  a richly-coloured 
majlis.  and  fielded  questions 
for  upwards  of  40  minutes. 

Saeed  Bin  Suroor,  a 28-year- 
old  former  policeman,  will 
train  the  30  British-bound 
Godolphin  horses  born  a sep- 
arate yard  at  John  Gosden’s 
Stanley  House  Stables  in 
Newmarket.  He  will  apply  for 
a full  licence. 

With  the  exception  of 
Moonax,  the  St  Leger  winner, 
who  will  return  to  Barry  Hills, 
all  the  other  horses  which 
have  wintered  in  Dubai  wUl 


be  handled  by  Bin  Suroor, 
assisted  by  Jeremy  Noseda 
and  Simon  Crisford.  That 
means  horses  like  Moonshell, 
who  was  with  Henry  Cecil  last 
year,  w ill  not  return  to  their 
former  trainers. 

Shaikh  Mohammed  is  well 
aware  of  the  unease  such  a 
derision  may  cause,  but 
stressed  that  as  an  owner  he 
had  the  right  to  transfer  the 
occasional  horse  to  Godol- 
phin, so  he  could  sefe  them 
regularly  during  the  winter. 

He  said:  “If  you  see  some- 
thing every  day.  you  appreci- 
ate it  more.  If  I have  a yearling  ‘ 
in  Europe  1 don’t  see  her 
except  in  foe  middle  of  the 
season  and  just  read  small 
reports  about  her:  I am  a 


THUNDERER 

2.05  Stalled  3.40  Ultra  Beet 

Z3S.Thai  Morning  4.70  Contrafire 

3.05  MISSED  FLIGHT  (nap)  4.40  Astrolabe 

Olt  Newmarket  Correspondent  3.05  MISSED  FLIGHT  (nap). 
3.40  Leap  For  Joy.  4.10  Contrafire. 


HQ  (12)  60432  GOOD  IMS  74  (CD.BFF.6J>)  (Ms  D RritiBdnj  8 rtfl  610-0  — B Wtel  (4)  « 
Racacad  umbra.  [few  in  frackab.  SfcJgut 


3.05  STONES  BITTER  DONCASTER  MILE 

(Listed  race:  £12.690: 1m  md)  (9  runners) 


(31  130120-  H6SED  HJGHT 138  (OS)  (W  tataiteta)  C tal  5+5 G DuWd  3 

(9)  2/15146-  BM  AJWAAD 180  (D.CJS)  (A  Mena]  B (Many  5-9-3 Wfty*  04 

Cfl)  103361-  ffiAAM  175 <C0.F.aS) (Uataur  AI Uteoml  L Do** 64-1  _ WR 9nM»  02 

(2)  510003-  TCM/Y  DROPS  146  (DJLS)  (S  Slap)  Urt  Huntingdon  6-9-0 D Harts®  93 

(*l  12532-  ARPORT  1Q>  (ILS)  OaBi  UchamlJ)  J Giwtei  4-S-I2 J Can*  07 

(E)  105225-  ALANEES  161  (6)  (M  Ooatte)  C Brutal  4-0-12 M Rhnmsr  95 

(5)  203251-  JAF8CA  150 (D-&S) (MIC (Rufus) Ltd) fl Kkb® 4-8-12 PUEddoy  91 


tarn  (F  — fell.  P — puUad  op.  U — wasted 
rider,  b — bnuqN  dnn.  S — dipped  up.  R — 
itdcca  D — dcquaURed)-  Hobbs  name.  Days 
stow  tag  ou&ng.  J d jumps.  Flltt  (B  — 
Mfnftais.  V — *or  H — hood  E — Eyetated 
C — course  Miner.  D — tf  stance  winner  CD  — 


cons  and  rSsftnce  urn.  BF  — bWen 
bviutt  in  fated  ran)  Gong  on  wNdt  hone  tas 
wn  (F  — rim.  good  to  5rm.  had  G— good. 
S — sad,  Qcod  h>  a*.  !«"»»•  Oww  to  fractals. 
Turner  AprfweigN.  Rjoeruteav allowance. 
Tl*  runes  ftiwit  Handia«Ws  rating. 


(1)030200-  RISK  MASTER  152  (UG)  (Mrs  9 Sumo)  C Morgan  6-5-12 W Woods  77 

(7)  021(06-  OUR  FffTA  130  (CD.FJLS)  (A  Edranfc)  J Sargii  6-8-7 0 Hofand  07 

BET7M&-  2-1  Hssed  Ftyi  4-1  Powy  Drops  5-1  Atoms.  5-i  Bin  Atoaad.  Rom.  Airport.  8-1  etoras 
1904:  PAY  HOMAGE  5-9-3  L Dmn  1-4-1)  I Batting  0 on 

FORM  FOCUS 


MISSED  RJGH7  Deal  Green  Tone  head  in  10- 
iuk  son  D Pnx  dn  nonv-Pora  a Longttamp 
11m.  go®  B Stoll.  BIN  AJWAAD  SMI  ■»  ol  6 to 
MeMaal  in  (pom  I Tnpfrpmt  Cetefrabcn  Vile  at 
Goodwood  dm.  goal).  FRAAM I 


GOING:  GOOD 


DRAW:  5F.  HIGH  NUMBERS  BEST 


SIS 


2.05  RACEF0RM  APPRENTICE  HANDICAP  (£3.202: 1m  41)  (24  furrows) 

101  (13)  231121V  GBBtAL  M0UKTAR  371J  (D.F.G)  (A  Halaea)  M Pfew  5-10-0 0 Pears  - 

HE  08)  225310-  SUNDERLAND ECHO 204 p,F.6fl)  W Press) Me Mteefcy 6-9-12  SCoppfl)  to 
103  (8)  01050-  UMOl  OSWALD  152  (F)  (Ntontt  Conpinrt  R Keren  +9-12.  Mttc  Dshtd  (5l  87 
123)  605020-  BIT  ON  TOE  SIDE  138  (D.aS)  (M  Haute#!  W Muss®  S+10.  P McCabe  (31  89 

(22)066040-  TOP  CSS  26J  (6)  (P  Leorad)  Ms  J Ftoreden  5-9-7 -----  TFtai(7j  84 

(12)  00-4331  JOHNS  ACT  15  (V.D.G.S)  (J Brow  Ud)  D Hay®  Janes 5-9-3 _ _ Stamp)  97 

(3)  501032-  SHADOW  LEADER  142  (D.S)  (J  BbAsha*)  Miss  A WlteM  4-9-2  RPatitoQ  86 

(10)23*216-  HTT  T>£  CANVAS  262  (D.S)  (P  Sand)  lbs  M Rrwefcy  49-1 60 

(2)1  324314  IH  THE  MONEY  7 (CP/.B)  P ftQO?  B Hfrtotaad  6*12--  - — A6””1  0 95 

(1)  111000-  CUTTHROAT KZD 104J  (D.F.G.5)  (P SarBI) Ms M Rewky  54-11  D Dart*  (5)  82 

|17)  201-111  PHARLY  DANCER  20  (0.GJ  (A  Itauco)  W tbltfi  6-8-8 jTg  “ 

(IS)  0006-  CLASSIC  MODS.  188  (U  Cdr  P Ratal  B life  4-8-8 S 

(19)  640416-  WSH FIVE  185  (G)  (D  Wtorr)  D Wfcwi 5M  --------  0 « '?£sbe  “ 

(161  0060-30  MNCWG SENSATION 7 (Df6)(V0 ^ JtolRNataol  W4  “ 

(20)  56162-0  ENWRONMENTAUST  31  (D5J  (R  ttacooi  S VWIiams  4+5 OWrtff  » 

(9l  126611-  STALLH)  96  PAS)  (Mrs  P Watoyn)  P WWfi  5+4 U tfrny  ® 81 

(4)  6042-63  0PSJA  BUFF  43  (BF)  (B  Treg®tw)  M Pipe  4+2 - Stafrtyg)  84 

(5)  014263  M0ffAWSANYmwi5(D.G.S)4Stf«r6+i  .- Anawtttannrem  m 

(7)  410.112  ASHOtra  24  (D^a  jT  tad  Ttamn  5-7-12 f 

414)  S/06D40-  P1UB 157  (P  Qiwnglgn)  J Pare«  4-7-)0— & 

12)  100233  FUSKY TU  21  (D.G)  (L  NtitrtJ  P IfrUewa,  4-M.  Adefc»ta«®  K 

IK  550323  ACHU£S  MB.  23  (Fnfr  Js  Sprtcate)  C Altai  4-7-7 M Ban  (5)  78 

1^3  (nj  OQOCOO-  Tie  PR&PB? EXPRES  162J  (S)  fl Dewswl  F OHahony 5-7-7  Daren  McftfflP)  - 

i’4  124)  (Y004O-  WADADA  BJ  (B)  (A  Blee)  S CenW®  4-7-7 PFessey  (5)  - 

long  handicap'  ftcWBa  Heel  T-6.  The  Ftanla  E«pms  7-4,  WstStta  7 3. 

1994:  BROUGHTONS  FORMULA  4-7-10  S Larugan  (lO-lJ.W  Mas®  31  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


GOJERAL  MOJKTAR  ted rfert  bcUmnteaAi 

ffiT  ON  THE  SIDE  1*  1 2nd  (H12  to  PenmrA  QsjmJj 
handicap  ova  tutu  && ' ^ yLgft 

on  oenuiftnNe  Mart  OanOel^H, 

0SW0LD  (610  bener  oB)  l5v»l  7Bi  -iOHnS  ACT 


oea  Mad  Mriaare  ston-head  m 12-nmr  hamfcap 
a wotartsntaon  ikk.  im  4fl  wm 
MENTALASANYTHW  I2ffb  wop  oB)  3W!  3rd. 
SHADOW  LEADER  ?»l2ndfl(9/oNewlftnn 
handicap  a Newcsaie  dm  41 93rd.  good 
Nwembar  1994.  PHARLY  DANCER  best  Power 
INI  ui  ■] -runner  handicap  a Southwell  (AW.  1m 
4f).  ASHOVER  head  2nd  c<  8 m Survez 

a Sototm * "" 

Setecnut 


2.35  BROCH^BY  CONDITIONS  STAKES 

(2-Y-O:  £5.349: 51)  (13  runners) 

m BfTQteB  Deris)  JFflch-HeyK  8-11 - 

OONT  RlftaT  MKE  (f  SHastarl  M Heaonflfri  8-11  ---- 
M damn  B-n 

GCWXI-njwai-RANGBI  (h  Brown  B Elton  B-n 

GyyESPYR  (lortM(»wi)Jtary8-ll - — 

JOHAYR0 (F  ftradjl  W G M Iciner 8-11  -----  -■  

wFASURE  TIME  flhe  Tenede  Bn*fs)  C SmttS-U 

RAMSEY  HOPE  (t  B*t»-Lom»)  C F«tuS  8-11 

TE  KAUWHATA  (L  

THAI  MORNING  OlW  Thai  CarneOtei)  P (**  8-11 

WORLD  PREWS  (MR.  C BrmttlC  Bnmei  8-n 

YOLOW  DRAGON  (S  Kwal)  ' 

WHITTLE  ROCK  (Ba»  Horse  ftclfr)  E ;;  r 

Ttoltortng.  4-1  0®gwn  Maser.  Gwespyi.  9-2  Te  towhato.  6-1  Wald 
1994-  MM>  SkUS  8-H  J CtofrU  l*-1)  J Beny  IS  ran 


201  (4) 

202  18) 

203  Ml 

204  (3) 

205  15) 

:&&  im 

207  (9) 

208  (2) 

209  (131 

210  (6) 

211  (7) 

213  ii2) 
313  (TO) 
BFTTHG:  5-2 


Tttenn  - 

Saptan  Danes  - 

...  n (Wes  - 

Thw  - 

J Can*  - 

GDuflMd  - 
W Woods  - 

NKemedy  - 

J Waver  - 

Pa  Eddery  - 
M Rttwner  - 
SWhMHth  - 

J Fortune  - 

Pcsneer.  7-1  n#«i 


FORM  FOCUS 


dungeon  uastbi  Iff"  W 


Pttng  a Vedo  Nodo.  paced  oner  a as  e^eje 
W Sasoa  dam  wfcwr  a ip  lo  im  WORLD 
PREMES  (Math  4).  Had-brcfter  by  Sha^ 
Danter  to  Aocw.  placed  net  S as  iuw«»ej®l 
Kson  (ton  useW  mJIWe  anreilng  a Aiwnde. 
No  aetecdon 


Lowest  ever  price! 

Best  snow 


\ 0181  789  1122 


Alto 


I bea  Gtaisat  iv.| 


in  7-nmr  Ida)  ace  a Neensrta  (Im.  pcod  to 
Inn).  ALMBS  «l  2nd  n(  9 to  SmiB  U»  in 
graop  d Cnartton  ton  Supreme  Saw:  at  Good- 
wood (71  good  ® frm)  on  pendfrnale  sat 
SMeont  iBSED  FUGHT  (mp) 


3.40  RACEF0RH  UPDATE  HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0:  E6.108: 5f)  (14  mnnera) 


M4|  42130-  LEAP  RR  JCN 13)  (F)  (S  ton)  J Gosden  97 JCUm  89 

(1)  150120-  D01BLE  QinCX  1 20  (D.S^)  (The  2nd  WUdttom  Pm)  M tthntom  9-2  DHoAaod  89 
(13)  620124-  THAT  MAN  AfiAM  136  (BJfe.F)  (M  Jamescnj  G Lewd  9-2_ S WM  90 


02104-  A MLLKW  TO  ME  190  (D.G)  (Ma  E (torts)  U EM  8-10 M Ftrton  82 

051-0  SWAN  AT  WHALLEY 15  (DA  (Capi  H Bartnrt  J Beny  8-7 JCem*  E 

411111  ULTRA  SETT  22  ((XG)  fltt  bfrez  Ltt)  P Itotam  8-7 JWtnar  ffl 

327-  SUPERPRDE  278  p)  (Mis  M Itart)  T B»ran  M J Ffrttew 

113783  P0KTBB  20(G)  (D  Ecwng)  S Boning  8-3 CTeaM  (7) 


152141  CRYSTAL  L0CP 19  (G)  ffi  kWSwws)  A Bailey  6-2 KDrty 

p)  0160-66  DOUBLE  GLOW  20  (Di  B)  IJ  WMe)  N Bjctti  7-12 J Faming 

(21  0005-45  RB1Y  FOOTSTEPS  54  (V)  (B  BeraeC)  P Hnwllnc  7-7 SLaApw  (7) 

<9|  003-244  BOLD  FRONTS)  41  (Bfl£)  (K  toy)  K toy  7-7 G (Mewl 

(7)  624-223  C-YER-SMAE  26  (D.G)  (D  CBppwtafi)  R HeWnetiod  7-7 N CaMe 

110)  045-  SI4NER0LLA 127  Ma  A Res)  Ifcs  J RzredBi  7-7 Jlnem 


Long  tandtap:  flay  ftoBSps  7-4  Bold  Rater  7-4.  C-Yer-Stam*  7-4.  Stamto  74. 

BETTK&51  UtHBea.51  leap  For  Jay.  51  A tBkn  To  (fce.  Daito  (fe**.  Portwtt.  Ciyaal  Lncp,  10-1  etiwe 
1994:  NAIE  THE  T1A€  « Pad  Efttry  06-1)  P Hotolng  14  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


LEAP  FOR  JOY  51 3rd  dI  8 H)  farted  Mafln  n 
Ibtod  race  here  (9.  gnod  In  soB)  DOUBLE  DUCK 
ivri  2nd  ol  10  id  htecal  Season  n condfrab 
ran  at  Fnifasaoe  (51.  soffl.  wfth  THAT  MAN 
ARAM  <36  beca  ad)  6>*l  46.  A MOJJON  TO 
ONE  3W  «h  to  Princess  Satfe  In  rusay  a 
Sandoen  (51.  pod  6 soB).  ULTRA  BEET  bea 


Dolly  Face  2H\  in  f*ndksg>  at 
wldi  C-YH4-GMAE  11  3rd. 


lW.  50. 

“ bea 


Mto)  Watting  stal-tiac  In  maiden  a Ayr  (5L 
good  in  sot).  FWTMJ  3V*  I W 6 Betti  Partas  fei 
naotaap  a SojUmNI  (AW,  8fl  wBh  DOUBLE 
GLOW  (109)  worse  oflj  17341  G» 

Setoctin:  DOUBLE  QUICK 


4.1  0 BACK  A WINNER  BY  TRAIN  HANDICAP 

(3-Y-0:  £4,698:  Im  2f  60yd)  (18  runners) 


(17)  022-  HXXSITOfl  149  (h  AfrluUa)  j Gosttoi  9-7 Pa*  Eddery 

(9)  0101-  FAME  AfiAM  152  IC.S)  W Ototw)  Mrs  JRamsdmW J Weaver 

01)  511-  CLffTON  Htt  150  (S)  (P  and  S Partnership)  J (fewer  9-1 MBbch 

(8)  010-  DR  ED&AR  215  (F)  iS»  Ftwho  OppoMmei)  G Wragg  8-11 FNortnn 

08)  05OT-  aPaXJS  155(B)  mw  During  CwwUd)CBna» 8-9 BDcyh 

(12)  03038-  DANE&OLD  171  (The  from  Tsml  U Chamun  8-8 R Hughes 


(2)  4-21462  HUBEYEV  0ANCB1 29  (6)  (D  GXIagha)  A Baiej  B4 V HaBetay  (5) 

(5)  25140-  BUSY  BANANA  194(F)  IP  Sad)  RHsmonW K Daley 

509  (13)  05431-  LUCOTY 140 (G)  (S ftafl  C DewJmM DmlteKam 

510  (7)  500-  CRE5TB)  KMOFT  1B3  (l*s  B Sunwrt  C Hagan  8-8 J Reid 


511 

512 

513 

514 

515 

516 

517 

518 

ung  handcar:  taraaSre  7-5,  Tototta  Talk  7-5. 

BETTW&  6-1  tavtibf.  7-1  Fame  Again . Dugans  FtaL  B-1  Cbfion  Fw.  Bptta.  Corttara.  10-1  otan 
1994:  SURPRISE  OS  ST  8-5 1 Worn  (4-1)  U Jctaoon  14  on 

FORM  FOCUS 


(16)  611000-  RAUBQ  WALT7ER  138  (S)  (Keystone  teettg  Cii  Rm)  S Nonxi  8-3  J Fannho 

(3)  00-0540  CHALDON  WRRWG  24  (E)  p Scofl)  T Etowo 8-3 WCerctoi  90 

(6)  020-121  CUR6AMS  HRST  24  (G)  (Way  tetoey  RC)  Mb  M Rrnto)  8-2 — DDeNiyfT)  93 

(I)  60030-5  DODtWGIW  R.Y31 3 U Bower)  R HnUreteed  W) A Garth  (5)  90 

(14)  20-6510  COURBAHL  32  (D5)  (G  Sterterg)  S Dn  7-12 G Carle  88 

(15)  000440-  QK0 FORUM  T60 (The Fonm Ud) G L Mome 7-10. JCUm  86 


14)  006-131  CONTRAPRE  33  (O.GlftfcsV Jems)  W^rts  7-7 

(10)  058-  RJS«a4  TALK  257  /Trr»to  (UK)WB  Hhtei  7-7 — 


N Vctoy  (5)  S3 
JLowe  60 


MQUSI1DR  Mi  2ndtt  Fina  Apuaaance  m natttoi 
s LeraOH  [im.  good  »?(4).  FAME  ASAW  l»l 
nemo  Sato  1141  ki  iushy  here  (7L  prod  to  so« 
with  CHALDON  lERRDG  (13b  beta  off)  10)41 
9Di  CJJTOU  FQX  Deal  Sabid  W m nasery  a 
Lacesfrc  (71  good).  SPBJOS  bea i ZBtoiy  «l  tt 
iwsery  a Ytomuih  (im.  good).  KOMHEYEV 


DANCB1  Ml  a*»  to  Mta  Ffee  Eyes  in  hmfcao  * 
Wohatontafr)  (AW,  im  If  79yd).  DURGAMS 
FBTST  tea!  PtAla*  31  in  daine  a Soatoeefl 
(AW.  im).  CONTRARRE  bed  Titd  Peace  ned  in 
hantona  Lingfieu  (AW.  Im  21)  wtt  KDWEVEV 
DAfCER  (IB)  MBS  dQ)  Ml  68l 
SMectttR  CONTRAFIRE 


4.40  HALL  GATE  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(3-Y-O:  £4.1 72:  Im  2f  60yd)  {12  runners) 


601 

600 

603 

604 

605 

60b 

607 

608 

609 

610 
611 
612 


04  AMBtcms  78  (The  Fre*t>  Psversnp)  R (total  9-0 R Haghes  - 

o-  AsraamBE  ^ ffl  Hofltapmm)  a rats  m urns  bo 

0-  CKNA  MAL 189  (G  C«f)  J Eistace  9-0 B Thomson  - 

42-  OAFFAO  168  (N  4J  M*toun)  P Watojn  9-0 W Canon  S 

HOVECREST {Us U Foster) B GHsnn 9-0 Thus.  - 

MEHSHOOO  U Abfrttah)  8 (tottury 9-0 WRyan  - 


00-  RDSCnMGfl LAD  171  (MreTGatiend RHNSndwedB-O WRSwtoum  - 

0-  5EA  VlCTtSl  zn  ff  «*ttSa)  J Gcsden  9-0 Pa  Eddery  - 

[91  0045-00  VADE  RETRO  SATANAS  EG  (P  Cohen)  B FMlMell  941 U Birch  68 

0)  ANTARCTICA  (L  Nans)  P KeOwa?  B-9. I Waver  - 

(1)  43-  PAPER  CLOUD  147  fl  (Wards)  C Brflntt  8-9 BDoyie  98 

(7)  TRA1NA  OM  Pme  Fahd  Sfrnap)  W Jenis  89 JRNd  - 


BETTW&  3-1  Sea  Wcto.  9-2  Papa  Cloud.  S-i  Aswfete.  QWaa  0-1  Uenshond.  10-1  Tana.  12-1  Ohn. 
1994;  RUI  SOFTLY  04)  U H3S  (8-4  toe)  B (Ntt  15  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


ASTROLABE  121  7»  to  Heel  HII  in  ksttd  BC8  a 
Ne«narta  (71.  gmdV  DAFT  AO  71 2nd  v Salmon 
Latter  in  maiden  a Yort  (im.  good  to  soft).  SEA 
VICTOR  211 12m  m Wffli  The  Fanes  in  itaden  a 
Neumaiai  171.  good)  VAl£  ROM  SATANAS 


171  Bfli  lo  LraaDy  Defidous  In  seta  a Sorted ! 
Ilia  sfintoqTPAPBt  CLOUD  4HI  3rt  m SteMn 
m naden  a NoOhdam  dm.  good).  TRAUMA. 
Pam  loN.  stshr  m 71  jmenile  none  Footsteps. 
SeSedtort  DAffAfl 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS 

Wins 

ftnrs 

% 

JOCKEYS 

YftTHS 

RUs 

% 

B Hills 

3 

99 

253 

Pa  Unen 

38 

172 

20J 

J Grata 

31 

125 

*40 

m rais 

21 

122 

175 

G Wragg 

10 

43 

Ul 

D HoUxd 

9 

55 

164 

J fioiy 

19 

114 

lb./ 

W R Smnfrsi 

19 

128 

14.8 

M Ctotnan 

8 

56 

K3 

J Weae 

13 

89 

14.6 

horseman  and  I tike  to  see  my 
horses.” 

Without  naming  any  train' 
er.  but  dearly  with  people  like 
Cecil  in  mind,  tiie  Shaikh  said 
he  had  sent  hundreds  of 
horses  to  some  yards  over  the 
years  and  it  was  not  too  much 
to  ask  to  take  foe  odd  one  bade 
to  Dubai. 

Bin  Suroor.  who  came  to  the 
Shaikh's  attention  when  he 
converted  a garage  at  his 
home  into  two  stables  and  sold 
his  car  to  pay  for  horse  feed, 
was  chosen  as  the  trainer 
because  it  was  important  to 
have  a local  person  from 
Dubai  in  charge.  He  succeeds 
Hilal  Ibrahim  whose  lade  of 
English  caused  communica- 
tion problems  last  year. 


Exeter 

Qota0:  good  to  sod 

2 (2m  21  tide)  1,  Maid  Equal  (j  Lower, 
+1):  Z Cornell  Quick  Stop^-T):  3.  Spirt 
Level  (40-1).  Ffcer  Corsort  +2  fan/  18  ran. 
31,  V*  M Ppe.  Tote-  ESSO:  £2.60.  £2.00. 
£900.  DF:  £3210.  CSF:  C48  88.  No  bid. 
280  (an  71 1 10yd  ch)  1 . Terao  (J  Lower.  7- 
2).  2 Ftosl  Design  (11-1):  3.  Marcum 
Express  (100-30  fav).  8 ran.  81 31M.  M Pipe. 
Tote  £4.50;  £1.50.  £120.  El  .70.  OF: 
El  9.70  CSF:  £35.13  Tneast:  E12271. 

3.00  (3m  21)  1.  Rufus  Ni  McFtotend.  1+1). 

2.  Boogie  Soppar  (12-lj:  3.  Si  Vile  (5-2 
taw).  12  ran  a hd,  201.  B Smart  Tote: 
£1450:  £4 30.  £20.  £1.60  DF:  £41.40. 
Trta  £210.  CSF  £10^29.  TrtcaaT 
£355^4. 

890  (2m  2t  ch)  1 . Lacksndara  (J  Osborne, 
+4  tew).  2 Sadors  Luck  (7-1);  3.  Yc 
Pokoybe-t)  7ran.*I.M  MttsNKn 
Tote  E3.10:  n 70.  £260.  DF:  £1 1 .BO.  I 
E1654 

4.00  (3m  2(  efi)  1.  BfctecWpfprtee  (Mr 
R Dartte.  11-2).  2.  Sonel  HA  (+1);  3. 
Expieamem  (12- 1)  Mr  Murdock  6-4  tew. 
15  ran  NR:  Manhattan  Chase.  51.  IM.  Mre 
M Darke  Toe:  £490:  El.flO.  £270.  £2 *0. 
DF:  £14.70.  Trio:  £39.10.  CSF-  £48.06. 
430  (2m  a htfe)  1.  Ftango  Waring  (J 
Osborne.  7-2  tew);  2.  Sky  Buret  (B-1J:  3. 
Grata  (stand  (16-1).  11  ran.  51. 2 Ml  Mias  H 
Krerfil  Tote:  £390:  £130.  £2.70.  £3.70. 
DF  £15.70.  Tno  £110  90  CSF:  £27  67. 
Tneast  £348  38 

Jackpot  £11,933.10. 

Ptacepot  £163.10.  Quadpot  £20730 
(tt 80  winning  tWreO.  Pool  Of  £56.10 
carried  forward  to  Doncaster  today). 

Ludlow 

Going:  good 

210  (2m  hdke]  1,  Magic  Junction  (M  A 
FttzgeraJd.  +1);  2.  Serious  Danger  (50-1): 

3.  Danag  Istend  (1+1).  Temein  11-4  few.  18 
ran.  Nk.  41  N Henderson.  Tote  £3.50: 
£130.  £4.50.  £420.  DF:  £60.50  CSF: 
£12324 

240  (2m  ch)  1.  Rupptee  (W  Wdrthmgton 
14-1);  2 L'Uomo  ftoi  (6-1):  3.  Ftehu  (12-1). 
Pats  Mnstral  15-8  taw.  8 ran.  51.  51  M 
Chapman  Tote:  £20  80;  £2.60.  £1.70. 
£1  60.  OF-  £31.10  CSF:  £9128.  Trieste 
£96242 

210  (3m  ch)  1,  Knockumahki  (Mr  R 
Johnson.  +1);  2 Sheer  Jesl  (1-3  tew):  3. 
SoncitBijpsy  (5-1).  6 ran  NR:  Kerry  HOI  l». 
21.  S Smtfi.  Tote:  £1 1 .00;  £2  80.  £1.10.  DF: 
£320  CSF  £10 S3. 

3.40  (2m  hdte)  1.  Prerogatiwe  (N  Wdlerrv 
son.  10-11  law):  2 Baflw  Royal  (4-1):  3. 
Nu(n-Tera  (10-1).  15  ran.  iffi:  Most 
Inlerestng.  2L  6L  M Ftoe.  Tc4e:  £2.10; 
£1  SO.  GOO,  £1.90.  DF:  E3.70  Tno 
E1280  CSF:  £4  99 


Barons.  Tore!  £260:  £1.80.  £1520  DF- 
£48  40  CSF-  £36.44 

4.40  (2m  41  efi)  1.  Golden  Freeze  (Mr  C 
Mortock.  8-1);  2 Much  (50-1 ):  3.  Star  Oate 
(7-2  4-tetf.  Trust  The  Gypsy  7-2  0-few.  13 
ran  Mr,  51  Mra  A Boitoy  Tote  £6.10. 
£250.  £520.  £230  DF  E1489D.  CSF. 
£196.15. 

5.10  (2m  hd^  1.  Tetano  Gold  (S  Wyme. 
5-1  iMar  ffichard  Evans's  nap).  2,  King 
AHielEtan  (7-1):  3.  Frankus  B-1)  JusJRoeie 
— --  1/4L  P Bra 


5-1  fe-taw.  12  ran  1W/4L  P Bradtey.  Tote: 
£920;  £3.70.  £3.10.  E3  90.  DF:  £1700. 
Tno-  £443).  CSF:  £3802  Tnc36t 
£28426. 

PlacapoC  £45250.  Quadpot  £17.1 0. 

Towcester 

Going:  good  to  sod  (soft  patchas) 

220  Pm  Hdte)  1.11  Bambino  (Mr  G Brown, 
7-4  lav);  2.  Staptetord  Lady  (8-1):  3. 
Flappmg  Freda  (7-1)  8 ran  8L  (Set  H 
Manners  Tola:  £270:  £120.  £150.  £1.50 
DF-  £9  SO.  CSF  £1527. 

260  tar  1 10yd  cH1 1 , Count  Barechols  <R 
Suppte.  25-D:  2.  Pnnca  Tmo  (4-1).  3. 
Playing  Trutn  (7-4  faw)  7 ran.  131. 6L  Mre  E 
HSft  Tola:  £16.60:  E290.  £250.  DF: 
£4220.  CSF:  £11352 
320  (2m  51  hdte]  1.  Artie  Wtegs  (M 
Brennan.  5-2  law);  2 Mr  Tawtor  n2-ij:  3. 
Vayrua  (5-1).  7 ran.  Bi.  31 0 Brennan.  Tote: 
£350.  £1 70.  £3  00.  DF.  £7.60  CSF: 
£28.07. 

350  pm  II  cm  1.  Faa  Thoughte  (G 
BracSey.  9-4):  2.  veteoa  II  (10-11  tew);  3. 
Wbodbncte  Power  150-1).  4 ran.  Hd.  25L  D 
Gendotto.  Tola:  E3.10  DF-  £190.  CSF: 
£4  65 


420  (2m  51  hdte)  1.  JoBwar  (D  Bridnwata. 
Evens  (aw):  2 Bucket  Of  Gold  f£l):  3. 
— — •lClwQue(7-l).l2ran.NR: " — 

SB.  71,  251  M Ptoft  Tc 
I,  £1 .40.  £1  30.DF:5T30.C 


Blank 
Average. 
£120  “ 


Tote.  £2.1 — 

CSF  £3.72 


450  Cm  « ch)  1 . Avostar  (Mr  B Pollock.  + 
13  taw);  2 &pyJ1Sfl):  3.  Nick  The  Brial  (7- 
l).  5 ran  12L  9.  mbs  C Sataders.  Tote: 
£150:  £1 10.E1-50.DF:  £150.  CSF:  £222 
520  (2m  hdte)  1.  RSfuel  (DBAfeWta,  &■ 


Jk  2.  FtoSing  The  Bones  (7-1)74  Doctor 
Death  (5-1).  Mefcon  Pride  5-4  law.  B ran. 
2W,  11  Ms  D Hama.  Toie:  £520:  £150. 
£260.  £200.  DF-  £11.40  Tno:  £23.10. 
CSF:  £3514.  Tneast  £15257 
Placapot:  £99.70.  Quadpot  £15.40. 


Record 
jackpot 
goes  at 
Exeter 

INVESTORS  plunged  on  the 
Tote’s  record  jackpot  pool  at 
Exeter  yesterday  to  push  it 
past  the  £2  million  mark. 
Unlike  the  last  few  days, 
when  several  surprise  win- 
ners frustrated  jackpot  hopes, 
the  huge  number  of  tickets 
sold  yesterday  — to  the  value 
of  £92^827.52  — coupled  with 
more  predictable  winners,  en- 
sured that  the  pool  was  won. 

When  Pongo  Waring,  the* 
7-2  favourite,  won  the  last 
race,  the  Robert  Webb  Travel 
Handicap  Hurdle,  it  meant 
that  there  was  £121,01  worth  of 
winning  tickets,  with  a divi- 
dend of  £11.933.10  to  a £1 
stake. 

After  the  first  race.  £154.925 
was  still  left  in  from  the 
E2.050.65L58  pooL  This  had 
shrunk  to  £50.128  after  the 
second  nee.  £7.796  after  the 
third,  £2JX)3  after  the  fourth 
and  £461  after  the  fifth. 

At  the  course  itself,  there 
was  90p  worth  of  winning 
tickets.  In  fact  more  money 
was  taken  at  Towcester 
(£14.428)  than  at  Exeter 
(£1235). 

. The  bulk  of  the  money, 
some  82  per  cent,  was  wa- 
gered through  the  2,000  Tote 
Direct  terminals.  The  Tote 
marketing  director,  Peter 
Dow.  reported:  “It  was  almost 
chaos  in  foe  last  15  minutes 
before  racing  when  we  took 
£15.000  a minute.  The  biggest 
single  bet  was  at  a Coral  shop 
in  Holbom  where  £15,000 
was  invested.” 


Crested  Knight 
to  hold  court 


DONCASTER 

C4 

235:  As  usual  there  are 
plenty  of  whispers  for  this, 
the  first  juvenile  race  of  the 
season.  Unusually,  they  are 
all  for  one  horse.  Thai 
Morning,  the  mount  of  Pat 
Eddery,  has  been  working 
impressively  at  home,  ana 
will  take  plenty  of  beating  if 
reproducing  that  ability  on 
the  racecourse.  Te  Kauw- 
hata  is  a rare  Irish  runner  in 
this  race  and.  with  Jason 
Weaver  booked,  he  may 
prove  the  main  danger. 

305:  Missed  Flight  will  be  a 
popular  choice  here  after 
showing  some  smart  form  in 
France  last  autumn,  but  the 
drying  ground  may  be 
against  him.  Preference  is 
for  Fraam.  who  is  nett  the 
most  consistent  performer, 
but  rounded  off  last  season 
with  a comfortable  1*4- 
length  defeat  of  Glatisant  in 
a listed  race  at  Newmarket. 
Best  of  the  remainder  is  the 
1993  2000  Guineas  third  Bin 
Ajwaad,  who  retains  -plenty 
of  ability  and  goes  well  fresh. 
3.40:  There  is  plenty  of  pace 
in  this  race  with  Double 
Quick.  Swan  At  Wh alley  and 
Ultra  Beet  all  front-runners. 
The  latter  is  well  treated 
judged  on  his  all-weather 
form,  but  it  may  pay  to  side 
with  the  progressive  Leap 
For  Joy.  John  Gosden's  filly 
is  well  drawn  and.  having 
won  over  six  furlongs  last 
year,  will  be  staying  on 
strongly  at  the  finish. 


TODAY’S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 

4.10:  Inquisitor  is  burdened 
with  top  weight  on  his  first 
start  in  handicap  company, 
but  that  is  fully  deserved  on 
last  season’s  form  and  he  is 
open  to  further  improve- 
ment However,  a more  in- 
teresting runner  is  Crested 
Knight  who  showed  ability 
when  fifth  in  a Newbury 
maiden  on  his  debut  and 
was  not  given  an  unduly 
hard  time  in  two  subsequent 
races.  likely  to  improve  for 
today's  longer  trip,  he  may 
oblige  at  rewarding  odds. 
Contrafire  merits  plenty  of 
respect,  running  off  a handi- 
cap mark  lllb  lower  than 
when  winning  on  the  all- 
weather  at  Lingfield  last 
month,  and  should  go  well. 

Channel  4 is  also  providing 
live  coverage  of  this  after- 
noon's international  jockeys* 
challenge  at  Nad  AI  Sheba. 
Dubai.  The  best  bets  there 
are;  220  Winter  Coat  250 
Mujaazafah.  320  Lower 
EgypL  3.50  Karoo  Lark. 

Robert  Wright 


ptj  : is 

m ^ 


1 ]f  ? 


THUNDERER 

2.15  Shankar.  2.45  Spartan  Saver.  3.15  Jumbeau. 
350  Sevso.  4.20  Rayman.  4.50  Jurz.  520  AH  Clear. 

Private  Han  dicapper’s  top  rating:  2.15  SHANKAR. 
Brian  Bee):  4J20  Rayman. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT 


SIS 


2.1 5 BRITISH  FELD  SPORTS  SOCIETY  MAIDEN 
HURDLE  (£2,985: 2m)  (21  Timers) 

> B-00  ORLWMOM)  WARPIQH  3S  T Rumsod  Jons*  6-1T-2 

UARcgvabf  - 

2 636  DUKE  OF  DREAMS  105  RBttta  5-11-2 BPwel  71 

2 00  HTZGANDH  43  AJWasoi  6-11-2 UPwrrH  - 

4 680  MGHMKVLAD 22 RtexfeB 6-11-2 T Daucnte (7)  - 

5 NO  KHTRAA  7F  R 0*Srtan  5-11-2 MRtoams  80 

S 64>  LICENCE  ID  KILL  206  N Mkttefl  6-11-2 R Ftnsrt  - 

5 PREMER  LEAGUE  10  J Brttgv 5-11-2 8UcGait  - 

232  SKY  RUN  27  (BIMPte  5-11-2 R Dwwxxty  06 

1-  UPHAM SIHBWSE 492  (SJJOU  7-11-2— — TGfintan  - 
50  WMSPIT 14  R Ataer  S-11-SL __I C Mauds  72 


i-  urnrw  junrnut  ioc  u o uw  r-n*«  , ■ naami 

0 WMSPfT  14 R Atoer 5-11-2. CMaucfc  72 

0 DUBBJI B4  J Nag  S-iO-11 -1 NYHansoa  - 

000-  RtAGRANCE  MOUKTAH  577  R Bata  0-10-11 . D Leaky  (3)  - 

to-  LADY  MAWS  385  KBUnp  61611 U Mansi  (7)  - 

00-  USA  RIDGE  316  M Kami  5-10-11 DMmdtoft  - 

CLASSIC  PAL  162F  N IttrtxA  4-10+. DSkynae  - 

04  MORFETHIIfl  R Rut +168 JFraa  - 

5 RABAMtfF  14 PHdUb 4-168 MrSMfc4ra(7)  66 

0 RUSTAVI  54  R Cult  4-10-8 D Moms 


f*  SHANKAR  20  DNUmton  4-168 

5 EATONS  50  RSwng*  4-10-3 

OP  Urt  0A1CIVG 15  N bsetoi  4-163, — . 


— A MtguiK  _ 
WMcFatett  - 

- CLJewlyn  59 


1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
t 
i 
l 
i 

ta 
20 
21 

5-2  Sataar,  7-2  Ste  taL  4-1  Upton  Supnea.  B-i  (bgaiUL  10-1  Mcwtan. 

Dnrwnwa  Waiter,  16-1  ten 


2.45  PRBflmUVESTOCK  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3.474:  Zm  51)  (0) 

1 122  SPARTAN  SLVHI 34  S)  NGttaiaa  611-10 — C LtaW0yn  Q 

2 1-5F  MASTRD  PAUL  13  (r,E.S)  J Btord  9-11-3 P W*  - 

3 HP3  MANOR  ftHrtff  12  JMcCoraucto  611-3 SMcNal  - 

4 SUPS  RIVAEE  BUD  13  J tag 0-11-3 NMtaran  74 

5 P553  ROCOJAK 10 (BBScrtrai 9-11-3 Mr B Pcflaci (7)  - 

6 PflJF  M THE  CHOIR  38RAtaB  7-10-12 B fWl  - 

7 5K3  LAICSKER ISSS1E 14  M Ftoe  B-1612 R Dmwoody  S3 

8 rP-3  Sa)G£WARBLHnS»*sPRotosao616IZ_MRfctodS  83 


64  Spm  Steer.  5-2  Lnfeta  MtisUo.  4-1  Macro  P«i.  M Maw  Bipra.  8-1 
Step  llftrtta.  161  RngeBku.25-1  ten. 

3.15  STEWART  TORY  MHIORUL  TROPHY 

(Handicap  chase  £4,250: 3m  11110yd)  (10) 

1 1820  JINBEAU 9 (6^) J GMtM  10-128 CBmtr(5)  9E 

2 2-2P  KE9*  TAU«B  111  (Ffl  T Itaasm  Jmo  10-11-12 

0 (total  (5)  9S 

3 712-  SOME  DAY  SOON  491  0 U fYxfekx*  +11-9 1 Buctaren  (7)  ffi 

4 -K2  IMNDY  WAYS  88  N Hntasw  10-11-9.  C VlQOf*  0 ffl 

5 B&SO  STRONG  BEAU  9 (D.6.S)DMeSo!s»  1611-3  RjDtaBon  (7)  - 

6 1528  SUMEraAyi4fm.S.S)PMctote611-2MtoPCirtngIS)  98 

7 31-U  SYNDER80ROU8H  LAD  23  (CDJ.6)  S We  61613 

M Fetal  (5)  96 

8 163  W6E  CUSTOMER  82(C, 8, S)S9tewood  1 1-169  JRteS  p)  91 

9 1154  SPECIAL AOMtelT12(V/^pflOTte6l67 MRfente @ 93 

8fl 


10  4345  IIGHIY FAUX* a^ksiRAttw  16160 P Hater 
61  Juitoeau.  7-2  Ste^r  Bay.  62  Kb?  Tteteg.  61  tatty  Ways.  7-i 
SpttatWTtefri  tad.  61  Stoag  Beau.  12-i  tews. 

COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS:  Mrs  J PfriteL  22  tenrare  from  73  mw,  301\  M 
37  km  136.  27.2%;  S Stowtt.  8 Horn  33,  182%;  0 
, 10  hw  55. 17.9%;  J QRord,  17  Iron  97. 17.5%. 

JOCKEYS:  D Shura,  4 team  ton  19  rttes.  21 1\  W MeFartand. 

5 tom  31. 181%;  PHte.  4 tom  27. 14JK:  M Penal  5 tom  36. 
139%;  C UaMByn.  10  tom  73. 13.7V 


3.50  SYMDNDS  & SAMPSON  MARES  ONLY  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (£2513:  2m  61)  (16) 

1 1315  SEVSO  45  (BF.S)  D Mttnlsa  611-8 A Maguire  9 

2 66  BELMORE CLOUD 406 U Ope 611-2 RDmnody  - 

3 BO  8UCXLAMD HLLE)BH 2B P Hates  611-2 — MARtzgeott  - 

4 600  DWOdOffiCOUnRYIII  FTuttaf  5-11-2 G Upton  - 

5 0 FRBISHAM  CANYON  34  (V)  J Jetttes  611-2 G McumI  - 

6 60  KTM  CRYSTAL  34  Mrs  J Rcrtrse+ainrs  6l  1-3  _ . R Green  - 

7 0004  LADY  UR  87  BYlug  611-2 HksSYoon  88 

a MO  JWS80ISIW  138  ft  ftattf  611-2- BPDwtt  - 

9 OOP  (EARLY  PBffECT  66  MBSWUtam  7-11-2 S Lyons  (3)  - 

10  40  PStYLAN  GOLD  IDS  PMdteta  611-2 C Matte  - 

11  P006  ROSE-B  21  R Stonge  611-2 A P McCoy  9B 

12  P SIBFORD  ID U taro  611-2 MrTGnte  - 

13  506P  SRCXY IMNEY 14  M Pipu  7-11-2  J Lower  85 

14  -fOP  STORMY  SUNSET  87  WDmB  611-2 BCVcto  B3 

15  04  RES  POWT 10  K Bcfrtt  4-167 M Mm  (7)  75 

16  0 THE  FROG  LADY  61F  D Aibtenri  4-167 NWHamm  95 

2-1  Seeo.  6!  Had  Port.  7 r 7fe  Frog  tad y.  61  tote-B,  12-1  Ms  DtsUri. 
Stttiy  Morey.  161  teen. 

4.20  MARYLAND  FARMS  NOVICES  HUKTOS  CHASE 

(Amateurs:  £1,204: 2m  5f)  (15) 


| N Honan  1612-0 S Darts  J7)  - 


83 


1 66R  ARCTCfUNMM  

2 P/P-  8UJLLA404P  [S) P Gmnwod  12-12-0 PNng 

3 (VP-  BOLD  IMP 36SP  Mbs S Wfr0>  1612-0 MRtmte 

4 -PIP  BONUS  BOV  It  (S)  R ButWv  1612-0 — M Horidas 

5 PS-U  CARSWHl'S  CHOKE  5P  (F.G)  AUtab  12-12-0  B Prttet 
64-P3U  CHANDIGARH  10  (S)  F Bnm  7-12-0  . — AtMdnnrtb 

7 1-1)  COOIE HU.  IIP  (&S) w Deans 612-0 T Derate  rn  - 

BPP-3P  BNHONOSBEST  11PB YMttg 612-0  — Mbs SYoraig 0 - 

9 4-5P  HAMPER  1BPJB.GAPtes8B!lei12-l2+.  MGItowfo  85 

10  7861  LANTERN  WE 5P  fl(aT  Nertan 612-0..  S Mriofei  (7)  - 

11  P6»  MAGNOLIA  MAN  12P  (S)  Ms  0 (fete  612-0  „ N Harts 

12  FI-  RAYMAN 337PRBtew  7-12-0 IMP 

13  -04R  RVT0NnM5P(G)  MbS  OrM  1612-0 ..  JTi 

14  6PP  DC lEWYSAUBL®  13  (SJLGassiCk  1612-0 

J GoBskl  (7)  - 

15  24-3  YARRDN  KDI6  285P  Mte  ft  Hantr  9-12-0 B Dun  (7)  - 

64  Raymo.  61  Coome  («.  61  ttagntii  Mbd.  61  Donragati.  RyenAii.  12-1 
totem  (tot.  14-1  Bans  Boy.  161  tews. 


4.50  R B TAYLOR  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.735: 2m)  (4) 


1 5311  JURZ  12  (CD, ELS)  A Hodges  7-11-11 T Dasumtie  (7)  f£) 

2 11-P  BBOAL CHASE 7F (G) l Camphte 61613 — AMagnW  80 

3 2140  COflRM (0LL 70 (FS H Hteges 610-0 JH»lta(7)  90 

4 POO  BOBBIE  DS 14  MnPDteitH  6160 A McCabe  - 

1- 2  Jurz.  4-1  Cam  HIL  61  Genaal  Chase,  261  Bribe  Dec 

5.20  RUHNG  FOfl THE  DISABLED  SILVER  JUBfl.EE 
OPEN  NATIONAL  HUNT  RAT  RACE  (£1.518: 2m)  (18} 

1 a (RECCE  JOB 5-11-6 Tamtam  - 

2 Htl  CRUSE  N ftytale  611-8 BPuwcl  - 

3 IOOTHEJOKE5JGttonI611  6 PHtte  - 

4 ET RULES NtoJPttiBn 6113 ifemfl  - 

5 MRXSkMN SPARKS D Charr 5-11-6 ..  MMMngtanw)  - 

6 PBMCALBt  P Hotitis  611 3 GTonneyJS)  - 

7 SAUCTSWOir  tas  EBmota  611-6 AfrDnM  Jones  - 

fi  STRONG  TAROUNPttcriofc  611-6 C Matty  - 

9 3 FARLEYER  ROSE  15  H Ftosell  611-1  Ur  RTcianJ  Whfa  (7)  - 

10  LTnUETOOTTOOTtas AXr4gfr61l-1 0 Hasten (5)  - 

11  NOUNATKM GOLD B Paflttg 611-1 RFsrart  - 

12  NORTHERN  aATTON  J Speamg  61 1 - 1 AMagtet  - 

13  WO  DAHCSTHOtaa  611-1 Phto  Hughus  (7)  - 

14  242  AU  CLEAR  2BM  (toe  4-1612 R Dunwoody  - 

15  CAJJMG  THE  ROYALS  W G Tumra  4-10-12  MfJQteRyQ  - 

1$  ROALYWONOUM Pipe 4-1612 LJteynoktt  0 - 

17  SOUTHBNi(AY  BOY  lito  S Wifans  4-1612 — S Lyras  (3)  - 

18  WDea  LAKE  AJWasoi  4-167 MARzgeratt  - 

2- 1  AO  Ctev.  61  ftaly  tanofl.  B Fretth.  7-1  SBong  Tmnn,  61  Weyw  Ron, 
Jei  Ftees,  161  Ottm. 


Blinkered  first  time 

DOWCASTm  2.05  WNdada  PLUMPTON:  330  Finneran's  Fan- 
toy.  5.00  Kitebel  WMCANTON:  2 15  Shy  Rim  350  Frensham 
Carister 


THUNDERER 


2.30  S^3.00  The  Whip.  3^0  Twfep.  4J30 


Freddy 
Chtoigeling. 


450  Whippers  Deflght  5.00  The 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  SOFT  (HEAVY  IN  PLACES) 


SIS 


2.30  PEASE  POTTAGE  NOVICES  HURDUE 

(£2,246: 2m  4()  (6  runners) 

1 MB  SWLY 170 (COnTMcGonm 611-9 DBriUjwW 

2 2336  GLBCARRG GALE 84 D Grtssefl 7-11-3 PMerHrtte 

3 UP52  1TM) SCHEDULE 9 R Lh 7-11-3 Wltaatra 

4 PP  TODAY'S  ASSET  12  Ms  LJrate  7-11-3 JRatom 

5 0144  (ffW  TWBE 17  (S)  Jtato  4-11-0 P Udju^tin  ® 

8 DPP-  SWEET  FRBmSHB’ 407  WrsLJnraH  7 -1612  Hooey  Peace  (7) 

2-1  Statey.  62  Gtancerlg  Stte.  6J  Third  SUnUe.  7-2  New  Trfce.  261  Totey'e 
Asm.  33-1  Serai  Meted*. 

3.00  DON  BUTCHERS  CHALLENGE  TROPHY 

(Handicap  chase:  £2,636: 2m  51)  (7) 

1 P1F-  POWDBt  BOY  3G0  (COF.G)  R Hofes  1611-10 A Tray 

2 QFP4  MARK KVB0 10 (C^.S)  RffStehan  11-11-10 — DCYSrtran 

■ 14F1  RUSSWSKY 12  (D&S)GBa«y  611-9 M Houlgan 


4 -381  ClEVHI DICK  10 SO,S) MS LJente  1611-8(8*0  D8tett8»r 

5 P6f  POPPETS  PET  ID  (F^J  J MAS  61613 L Harvey 

‘ 8 2363  7>C  VHP  30  fTOilfi SriSStf  8-16I3_. PHsrHrttiB 

7 30PF  HUGE  DANCER  10  (DJ=)  AMs  C Came  12-10-0  ILnranca 
64  Ctow  DO.  11-4  Rustecta.  7-2  POra*.  Pel  61  Tta  Wp.  61  Ntah  Auto. 
12-1  Pmata  Boy.  361  Wep  Oran. 


3.30  MARCH  SSUNG  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£1^25: 2m  If)  (12) 

1 3-06  DE1NSBAY 17  JB.CQ/.ELS)  J Brirfen  7-12-0 RJctart  Guea 

2 F6Q  VNTCHWAY  W7RTH  fi  fS)  John  Bory  611-4 ILarace 

3 3FZ4  CLOGffiAN  LAO  8 (BAS)  J Smtb  611-3 WIMtt 

4 3430  KNYA2  29  (B.5)  Ms L (triads  6H-2 JAMdfrfOiy 

5 PD43  TWBP  23  M TenvUra  61613 DGatoglcr 

8 4005  POKTEVECQtO  BELLA  15  flLS)  Mis  LJowA  9-10-17  J RaHon 

7 4413  CHEVELEY  DANCER  15  (D.S)  0 Hlson  7-t6l0  DBrtdgvaer 

8 P3W  MDRED  SOPHH 14  (D.S)  N IBMeil  610-6 

UtsSMkcM(7) 

9 -WO  BRC  LANE  22  8 Stews  610-3 M severe, 

10  602  VERR0 15  K Btettg  6160 L Harvey 

11  AT  TODAYS  FANCY  94  0 O’Brien  MM 0 Hope  (5} 

12  Rff*  FWNBWrS  FANTASY  28(B)  N Graton  6160 N Mm 

7-2  Dertday,  62  Ck^ra  Lad.  6i  Ttesp.  7-1  Krpz.  61  Yarn  PonMoM) 
Btea.  161  Ctoteey  Dner.  161  rtn 


4.00  DAVID  WRIGHT  MEMORIAL  HANDICAP 

CHASE  (£2,611: 3m  II  110yd)  (7) 


R Ctoiteri  12-12-0.  Rtotaid  Grata 
. IS)  Miss  H AngN  1611-9  J FTtey 
(BJJStSjGTIwner  1611-7.  WMarsfin 
>S)JWMa 


1 -PUU  ISLE  NAHMSE  33  I 

2 0262  CATCHAPEVMY 15  | 

3 IW  SAMSHORROCK!  . . 

4 4F2U  FRajOYOWBiSICOa JtaiaHl-3 JRtebn 

5 4TP0  THE  PORTSOY  LOON  2 (S)  GTIwmo  611-1  _ DBrtdgtraw 
B 2424  SUNBEAM lALB0T14ffl£S)  A Jores  14-1612—  PHotey 
7 OOF  BOMW IB.  IABD 9 (B.F/  <*Z. M Ucftwl  9-tO-O  JA MdUttty 

64  CrittapHMy.  64  Surieam  TAuL  61  Fredte  Ohbl  161  Ita  Pwtsw  Loon. 
i2-i  Fete  M ram  ‘ * 


4.30 


am.  161  Son  SnorrocL.  261  Dorn  Del  Logo. 


FOX  HILL  NOVICES  CHASE  (£2,742: 2m)  (4) 


1 P432  HAEHAR  ID  (F)  D Breurti  7-11-2 PHteey 

2 35UP  HHIE  IE  CQMtS  12  (6S)  A Moon  611-2 D BataQtier 

3 34P2  WHPPERS  DBJGHT  17  (GS)  S Cfttee-Jeoe  7-TT-2 

DMtaMfrr 

4 -U03  BEU£ LOCK 64 DC Tuctai 7-1611 Mta«8»|7} 

6-4  Mra  He  Canes.  7-4  mam  62(ttea.  12-1  Beta  Lor*. 

5.00  GAY  HNDERSLEY  AMATEUR  RIDERS 
HANDICAP  HURDLE  (£2,158: 2m  41)  (10) 

1 2044  BCKBTHAN  5 (BU.F.G.S)  J Spearnq  12-11-13 

Mss 

2 1/1  BLUSHWS  BELLE  10  (CJJ.FAS)  J Wtoe  7-11-10  ( 

R_ 

3 MO  REBAL AURA B (5) 0 OWai 611-9 UaJOjawodl. 

4 -580  TIC  CHANGEliNG  105  ffilGBaray  611-0 — M AcmyBpi 

5 4(M>  QUCT  ANALYSIS  126  (S)Hiactafl  6163  Mbs  SMteheim 

6 5UF3  RUBSMN  EMPRE  B N wtees  610-0 P Cooper  m 

7 POPO  BAYLORD  PRWCE  10  (C5)WssJEmf  7-160  Mbs  JEwefQ 

B 10  POST  CODE  28  C Jones  6160 Msa  A DutBy  m 

S -060  GLEN  MRAGE49  (R  MCoonM  1616Q  Mbs  M Coombe  (7) 

10  4-50  WISBa  10  (BJTMeGnen  7-160 T McCarthy  (7) 

S-i  BKJeman.  11-4  Bbsiteg  Belle,  6i  The  Cn®grino.  6i  RegU  Aura.  Rusten 
Enpto,  161  Bayttd  Prirxa.  14-1  aim 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TBAKBB;  R OtenplaiL  5 ntom  tom  (6  ranera.  31 3%;  J Mite. 
43  Iran  140. 30.7%;  R (TSuffiiai.  8 tom  41. 19.5%;  Mb  L RWnnt. 
3 ban  17. 17.6%:  R Hodges.  10  tom  62. 16 1%;  Ms  L Jewed  4 bom 
26.15.4% 

JOCKEYS:  D Brtdtpaei.  B ernrm  ban  19  rides.  42.1%;  L Hsvey.  5 
tom  30. 16.7V  P note.  3 ban  19. 154%.  0 (TSuUfran.  10  ban  64. 
166V  Peter  Hottis.  7 tom  48. 149V  J ftrtdfl.  6 tom  56  107%. 


□ Martin  Pipe  took  his  tally  for  foe  season  to  a 
hundred  with  four  winners  yesterday.  Maid 
Equal  and  Terao  completed  a double  at  Exeter, 
Joliver  won  at  Towcester  and  Prerogative  was 
on  foe  mark  at  tud^rw. 


Jr**  ‘I 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  231995 


Winners  take  all  of  Formula  One’s  rich  rewards , 


Oliver  Holt  reports  on 


the  crippling  cost 


of  competing  for  teams 


at  the  wrong  end  of 


the  grand  prix  grid 


ao/vr  tcav  nv  to as* tr  on a a coAcnv  A A/n  tVUBffB  CO^f^Sf^Om 


Away  from  the  glamour 
and  the  glitz,  the  celeb- 
rities preening  them- 
selves in  the  paddock,  the 
drivers  as  debonair  as  you  like 
on  the  grid  before  their  high- 
octane  duels,  there  is  a hidden, 
darker  side  to  grand  prix 
motor  racing  that  intrudes  on 
the  sport  like  a down-and-out 
at  a society  ball.  Formula  One 
may  appear  to  be  one  long 
feast  of  conspicuous  consump- 
tion but  for  many  of  the  teams 
it  is  a dour  struggle  for 
financial  survival. 

Lotus,  one  of  the  most 
famous  names  in  motor  sport 
went  into  administrative  re- 
ceivership last  season,  laid  off 
its  staff  during  the  winter  and 
then  abandoned  efforts  to 
compete  this  year  amid  tales  of 
sequestered  chassis  rusting  in 
sheds  in  the  Norfolk 
countryside. 


In  Car  95  this  Saturday: 
the  complete  colour  guide 
to  the  Formula  One  season 


There  are  also  lingering 
doubts  about  the  ability  of  the 
French  team,  Larrousse,  to 
field  two  cars  for  the  opening 
race  of  the  season  in  Sad 
Paula  Brazil,  on  Sunday.  For 
the  leading  teams,  with  their 
wealthy  tobacco  sponsors,  it 
may  be  business  as  usual  but 
at  the  wrong  end  of  the  grid,  it 
is  a tough  fight  to  make  it  to 
the  track  at  all. 

Jordan,  the  Irish  team 
owned  by  Eddie  Jordan  and 
based  at  Sfiverstone;  is  some- 
where in  the  middle.  It  has 
experienced  the  lean  times 
since  it  entered  grand  prix 
raring  four  years  ago1  but  now 
it  is  beginning  to  glimpse  a 
land  of  plenty,  a place  where 
some  travel  costs  are  paid  for. 
engines  are  gratis,  prize- 
money' rewards  success  and 
sponsors  are  keen  to  sign  on 
the  dotted  line. 

“Last  year  was  the  first  year 
when  we  could  go  to  a race 
and  not  have  to  worry  about 
whether  we  could  make  the 
next  one,"  Jordan  says.  “We 
still  do  things  a lot  cheaper 
than  anyone  rise  We  don't  cut 
comers  in  vital  areas  but  we 
do  cut  comers.  The  first  thing 
that  is  ever  asked  in  this  team 
is  will  it  make  the  car  go 


quicker?*  If  we  serve  caviare 
instead  of  hlack  pudding  it  is 


not  gmng  to  make  the  car  go 
quicker." 


Jordan  recognises,  though, 
that  economising  is  just  a 
small  part  of  ensuring  finan- 
cial survival  The  team  re- 
ceived a huge  fillip  this  year 
when  it  signal  a deal  with  the 
French  manufacturer.  Peu- 
geot, which  guaranteed  free 
engines  for  three  years  and 
saved  about  £4  million.  Fuel, 
all  75.000  fitres  of  it  comes  free 
too.  courtesy  of  Total  and  the 
majority  of  the  freight  costs  for 
the  long-haul  journeys  are 


taken  care  of  by  the  Formula 
One  Constructors’  Association 
(FOCA)  because  Jordan  fin- 
ished in  the  top  ten  teams  last 
year.  “Paying  for  the  engines 
used  to  be  our  biggest  worry," 

Ian  Phillips.  

Jordan  ts  com- 
mercial direc-  cPnr  rr 
tor.  said.  “It 
used  to  account  StTU 

for  40  per  cent  

of  our  budget, 

and  it  put  us  on  the  knife  edge. 

To  have  that  taken  out  of  our 


engines  and  fuel  Jordan  were 
able  to  afford,  for  the  first 
time,  to  pay  their  drivers. 
Rubens  Barrichella  die  talent- 
ed young  Brazilian,  and  Eddie 
Irvine,  the  accident-prone 


‘For  many  of  the  teams  it  is  a dour 
struggle  for  financial  survival’ 


hands  by  a major  manufactur- 
er is  wonderful." 


With  die  money  saved  on 


Irishman,  rather  than  relying 
on  them  to  contribute  to  the 
team  budget  and  pay  their 
own  wages  with  money 
gleaned  from  personal  spon- 


sors. More  money  will  also  be 
allocated  to  testing  sessions 
and  the  team  is  about  to 
establish  a separate  testing 
unit  so  that  it  can  continue  to 
develop  foe  car  even  when  the 

team  is  away  at 

races/'Testing 

I dour  « more  exPen~ 

sive  than  rac- 

ival’  fog."  Phillips 

said.  “On  race 

day  you  can 

only  do  a maximum  of  200 
miles  but  at  a test  the  circuit 
will  open  at  10am  and  shut  at 
6pm.  You  can  run  all  that  time 
if  you  want  to  and  get  through 


a massive  amount  of  miles. 
That  means  tyres  and  engines 
and  fuel  and  spares." 

Some  of  the  spiralling  costs 
are  met  by  prize-money  from 
foe  16  races  that  comprise  ihe 
championship.  If  is  a shadowy 
system,  the  exact  details  o? 
which  remain  a secret,  but  it 
rewards  consistently  good  per- 
formances rather  than  occa- 
sional outstanding  ones.  A 
place  in  the  top  ten  construc- 


tors’ championship  is  worth 
more  than  SI  million  and  also 
guarantees  a cut  of  the  tele- 
vision bounty. 

About  90  per  cent  of  Jor- 


dan's expenditure,  though,  is 
garnered  through  foe  backing 
of  sponsors.  There  are  32 
companies  involved  with  the 
team,  three  paying  about  10 
per  cent  each  of  the  budget  in 
return  for  prime  advertising 
spots  on  the  car  and  foe  warm 
hospitality  that  Jordan  pro- 
ride at  races. 

Bemie  Ecclestone,  the  presi- 
dent of  FOCA.  has  little  sym- 
pathy with  the  minnows.  "A 
second  quicker  costs  extra,"  he 
said.  "Even  two-tenths  of  a 
second  is  expensive.  It’s  cheap 
to  go  slow,  but  quick  is  a bit 
more  pricey." 


Jordan:  catting  comers 


m*'.  SHEEHAN*on  BRIDGE 


Keene  on  chess 


SPORTS  LETTERS 


Sour  grapes  leave  bad  taste  Need  for  strong  deterrents 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 


Most  people  play  that  an  opening  bid  of  Two  Clubs  is  forcing  to 
game  (with  one  exception  — see  below). 

Traditionally,  the  responder  was  required  to  bid  Two 
Diamonds  if  Ids  high-card  strength  was  less  than  an  ace  and  a 
king,  and  otherwise  to  give  a “positive"  — any  bid  other  than 
Two  Diamonds.  However,  that  method  had  many  drawbacks. 

To  see  if  you  need  the  Refresher  today,  decide  what  you  would 
respond  on  each  of  the  hands  below  after  your  partner  has 
opened  Two  Clubs. 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 


(A) 

4KG1064 

▼ Q 4 2 

♦ J32 

*63 

<B) 

4 Q 4 2 

▼ J 3 2 

♦ K Q 10  6 4 

*6  3 

<C) 

♦ A763 

VA83 

♦ 642 

*10  6 4 

<P) 

442 

▼ J 6 5 

. ♦AQJ1063 

*84 

(A)  TV/o  Spades:  If  you  have  a decent  five-card  major  suit  this  is  . 
enough  to  give  a positive  response;  but  do  not  ever  respond  in  a 
four-raid  suit.; 

(B)  Two  Diamonds:  To  respond  at  foe  three  level  you  need  a 
better  suit.  Apart  from  anything  else,  a Three  Diamond  bid 
consumes  quite  a lot  of  space,  so  should  be  used  only  for  a 
restricted  type  of  hand 

(C)  Two  Diamonds:  Although  Two  Diamonds  used  to  be 
described  as  “negative",  “relay”  is  a better  description  of  the 
modem  usage.  That  is,  it  is  a mark-time  bid.  made  on  both  weak 
hands  and  hands  with  a few  high  cards  bur  no  decent  suit.  At  one 
time,  players  would  respond  2NT  to  show  a “balanced  positiv" 
(the  hallowed  ace  and  king). 

The  drawbacks  of  that  are:  a)  you  may  be  playing  the  hand  the 
wrong  way  up  — it  is  always  bettor  for  the  big  hand  to  be 
declarer  in  no-trump  contracts,  if  that  is  the  correct  denomina- 
tion; b)  this  hand  is  easy  to  bid  after  the  Two  Diamond  response. 

If  your  partner  rebids  2NT  (the  only  non-forcing  bid,  showing 
a balanced  23-24  points),  you  raise  to  3NT.  If  your  partner  bids 
3 NT  (25*26  points),  you  bid  6NT.  If  your  partner  rebids,  say.  Two 
Hearts  or  Two  Spades,  you  raise  and  make  a cue  bid  later  to 


Gronfeld  revived 

Id  the  1920s.  Ernst  Gronfeld.  the 
Austrian  Grandmaster,  invented  a 
new  defence  to  the  queen's  pawn 
openings.  Grunfekj’s  idea  was  to 
grant  White  a giant  pawn  centre 
and  then  snipe  at  it  from  the  wings. 
In  recent  years,  Grunfrid’s  inven- 
tion has  been  under  a doud. 

Garry  Kasparov  used  it  with 
notable  lack  of  success  in  a 
number  of  world  championship 
games  against  Anatoly  Karpov. 
Ms  great  rival  However,  in  the 
match  between  Gaia  Kamsky  and 
Viswanathan  Anand,  the  Grun- 
feWS  fortunes  have  revived. 

Anand  has  been  using  it  with 
great  success  to  bhmt  the  force  of 
Kamskyx  normally  powerful 


opening  preparation  with  White. 
The  tenth  ea me  of  their  match  in 


18  axb3 

19  R«8+ 

20  Bxa7 

21  Kf3 

22  ads 

23  Rdl 

24  Be3 

25  b3 

26  Nd4 

27  Rcl 

28  g4 

29  Kg3 

30  Ne6 

31  dxa6+ 

32  KJ3 

33  Rdl 

34  Rd3 

35  HX04 
38  B(£ 

37  Ke4 

38  KJ3 

39  Ke4 

40  Kf3 

41  Ke4 


Bb2 

Rxc8 

Rc2 

f5 

Bx*5 

Ba3 

Bd6 

Ra2 

Bd7 

KT7 

h5 

Ra5 

Bxa6 

Kxe6 

Ra2 

Rb2 

hxg4+ 

Rbl 

Rft+ 

Rgl 
R!1  + 

Rgl 

Rf1+ 

Draw  agreed 


The  tenth  game  of  their  match  is 
Las  Palmas  was  a case  in  point 
Anand  achieved  the  draw  with 
relative  ease.  The  score  is  now  5h 
to  44  in  AnandY  favour  with  two 
games  to  go. 

While:  Gaia  Kamsky 
Black:  Viswanathan  Anand 
PCA  Candidates.  Las  Palmas, 
March  1995 

Gronfeld  defence 


Diagram  of  final  position 


■;V. 


show  extra  strength. 
The  only  type  of  ha 


The  only  type  of  hand  on  which  I would  respond  2NT  would  be 
one  with  tenaces  in  all  suits,  for  example; 

♦ KJ9  TQ 10  4 4K1043  4Q102 

For  those  unfamiliar  with  foe  term,  card  combinations  with 
gaps  in  them,  as  in  the  above  hand,  are  called  “tenaces”  The 
combination  A Q is  known  as  a “major  tenaoe”. 

(D)  Three  Diamonds:  This  is  a minimum  for  a three  level 
response —you  need  a good  six  card  suit  headed  by  some  top 
honours. 


1 

d4 

Nf6 

2 

04 

96 

3 

Nc3 

dS 

4 

cxd5 

Nxd5 

5 

84 

NxC3 

6 

bxc3 

Bg7 

7 

Bc4 

c5 

B 

Ne2 

0-0 

9 

Be3 

Nc6 

10 

Rcl 

cxd4 

11 

cxd4 

Qa5+ 

12 

Kfl 

Qa3 

13 

003 

Oxb3 

14 

Bxb3 

Bd7 

15 

14 

RfcQ 

16 

KS 

Na5 

17 

d5 

Nxb3 

2 1 y- 

abcdefgh 

Polgar  qualifies 


In  the  qualifying  final  at  St 
Petersburg  for  the  women's  world 
championship  organised  by  Fide, 
the  World  Chess  Federation, 
Zsuzsa  Polgar.  from  Budapest,  has 
fought  through  with  ease  — 5^  to 
l*a  — against  Maya 
Chibuitiankbe,  of  Georgia,  the 
farmer  women’s  world  champion, 
ftrtgar  will  challenge  Xie  Jun,  of 
China,  for  the  title  later  this  year. 


From  Mr  J.  C.  M.  Watt 
Sir.  Do  any  rugby  union  foll- 
owers, English  or  Scottish, 
really  want  to  listen  to  ill- 
mannered  comments,  in  the 
aftermath  of  a great  sporting 
occasion,  from  foe  likes  of 
Brian  Moore?  After  England’s 
defeat  of  Scotland  at  Twicken- 
ham last  Saturday,  BBC  view- 
ers were  able  to  listen  to 
eloquent  and  sporting  senti- 
ments from  Will  Carling  and 
Rob  Andrew  and  then  to  the 
thoughts  of  Moore.  His  com- 
ments about  the  opposition 
were  an  embarrassment  to  his 
team-mates  and  to  England 
supporters  and  an  insult  to 
Gavin  Hastings  and  his  team. 

Moore  should  stick  to  what 
be  does  best  playing  fierce 
and  committed  rugby,  for 
which  he  is  feared  and  ad- 
mired throughout  the  world.  I 
think  most  people  must  be 
getting  fed  up  with  his  attitude 
as  a bad  winner.  Sour  grapes 
traditionally  come  from  a 
team  that  has  just  been  beat- 
en, not  from  a player  who  has 
just  helped  his  country  to  win 
a major  sporting  event 

Yours  sincerely. 

J.G.  M.  WATT, 

41  Spencer  Walk,  SW15. 

From  Mr  Andrew  Corfield 
Sir,  Simon  Barnes’s  defence  of 
Scotland's  spoiling  tactics 
(Marti  20)  is  fundamentally 
flawed.  The  laws  of  rugby 
union,  particularly  those  relat- 
ing to  offside,  have  been 
developed  to  allow  true  skills 
to  flourish.  Flouting  those 


rules  destroys  the  innate  struc- 
ture of  the  £ame.  reducing  it  to 
a disorganised  scrap. 

Rather  than  deriding  Eng- 
land. Barnes  would  be  beuer 
addressing  the  problem  of 
poor  referees  who  allow  such 
rule-breaking.  Perhaps  foe 
game  is  now  too  fast  and 
complex  for  one  official. 

Yours  faithfully. 

A.  P.  CORFIELD. 

Hinton,  Elm  Road.  Hereford. 


From  Mr  Howard  Campbell 
Sir,  All  those  penalties!  Not  to 
detract  from  the  excellence  of 
goalkicking  this  season  by  all 
nations,  and  Andrew  in  partic- 
ular. is  it  not  foe  laws  of  foe 
game  again  that  are  at  fault? 
All  this  carping  about  spoiling 
tactics  make  sad  viewing  and 
reading. 

Surely  the  mauls  are  foe 
fault  — a free-for-all  with 
every  temptation  to  try  and 
move  the  ball  away  from  the 
opposition  at  all  costs  — so 
who  can  blame  the  players 
with  natural  human  frailiry? 

Administrators  should  con- 
sider returning  to  the  rucking- 
only  rule  with  “down  to  foe 
feet  and  heel”  (and  other  poss- 
ible modifications)  then  hope-, 
fully  the  ball  will  go  out  to  the- 
wings  with  more  free  running;: 
and  when  did  we  last  hear  the 
cry  of  “Ret  Scotland"?! 

Yours  faithfully, 

HOWARD  H.  CAMPBELL 
(Scottish  internationalist 
1947-48), 

5 Cleeve  Court  Streatley. 
Reading,  Berkshire. 


From  Mr  John  F.  Coghlan 

Sir,  Rob  Hughes's  perceptive 
article  concerning  Dennis 
Wise  (March  14)  touches  close- 
ly on  foe  ethics  and  morals  of 
modem  sport  at  elite  level  and 
below.  Sport  is  an  integral 
part  of  British  culture,  so  why 
should  we  be  dismayed,  al- 
though disappointed,  when 
foe  ethics  of  the  City,  com- 
merce and  public  life  are 
reflected  in  sport? 

It  has  been  ever  thus  from 
Victorian  days,  and  before,  to 
today,  when  the  market  rules 
and  greed  has  become  fash- 
ionable. Whilst  those  passion- 
ately concerned  with  sport 
regret  the  fall  from  expected 
standards,  because  we  see 
sport  as  itself  setting  stan- 
dards of  behaviour,  we  should 
not  be  any  more  shocked  when 
this  happens  than  we  are  by  a 
City  or  political  srandaL 

This  is  not  to  be  complacent, 
to  shrug  the  shoulders  and 
accept  it  as  inevitable,  but 
rather  we  should  work  at 
strengthening  our  sporting 
structures,  eliminating  the 


cheats  and  those  who  use 
sport  to  make  a fast  buck. 

The  teaching  of  team  sports 
is  not  about  producing  candi- 
dates for  national  teams,  al- 
though this  is  a welcome  by- 
product. but  is  about  ihe 
values  of  sport,  its  civilising 
and  socialising  benefits,  foe 
need  to  play  within  the  rules  in 
the  hope  of  those  values  being 
carried  over  into  adult  life. 

The  moral  and  ethical  pres- 
sures on  top  sportsmen  and 
women  is  as  never  before  and 
foe  temptations  are  great  The 
deterrents  most  be  draconian, 
secure  and  thorough,  and  the 
preventative  systems  foolproof 
to  ensure  that  those  tempted 
.will  stand  back.  We  must 
accept  that  top-level  sport 
today  is  not  sport  as  was 
known  some  years  ago,  but 
rather  showbusiness  in  a 
sporting  format 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  F.  COGHLAN 
(Deputy  director. 

Sports  Council.  1975-83), 

2 Dunnock  Way, 

Wargrave,  Berkshire. 
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By  Philip  Howard 

AXONOST 

EUCOMIS 

a.  A stepped  pyramid 
■■  b.  A fish  bone 

a.  An  Etruscan  nobleman 

b.  An  exotic  lily 

c AT  Peruvian  language 

c.  A dry  flower  vase 

«*■  ” — 

BILIKEN 

CANK 

a.  A smiling  mascot 

a.  To  bully  or  tease 

b.  A splinter 

b.  A camp  kettle 

c.  To  make  friends  with 

' _ c.  Sandstone 

c 

' ! l • ’ ' 

Answers:  page  38 

By  Raymond  Keene 


This  position  is  from  the  game 
Majws  - Golnbovic.  Bern  1995. 

Combinations  can  often  by  spotted 
by  pinpointing  weaknesses  fa  foe 
opponent’s  position.  In  this 
spectacular  position  with  no  less 
than  five  pawns  on  the  g-file,  the 
weak  point  is  that  Blade's  queen  is 
undefended.  How  can  White  use 
this  to  his  advantage? 

Solution:  page  38 
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order  tortellini  carbonara 
Q buy  £300  of  travellers  cheques 
eat  tortellini  carbonara 
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Hibs  adjust 
the  clock 
and  turn  up 
the  pressure 


Hibernian 2 

Motherwell "..o 

By  Kevin  McCarra 

HIBERNIAN  gave  a complete 
performance  in  their  frag- 
mented stadium  yesterday  af- 
ternoon to  dose  to  within  two 
points  of  Motherwell  and  in- 
tensify the  struggle  for  the 
runners-up  spot  in  the  pre- 
mier division  of  the  Bell’s 
Scottish  League  that  guaran- 
tees a Uefa  Cup  place.  The  two 
ends  of  Easter  Road  are  being 
demolished  to  make  way  for 
new  stands  and  the  absence  of 
floodlights  required  an  after- 
noon kick-off  in  midweek. 

At  a time  when  most  people 
are  sneaking  glances  at  the 
office  dock  and  surrendering 
to  lethargy,  a section  of  Edin- 
burgh’s citizenry  found  itself 
getting  rather  excited.  Even 
so.  with  the  capacity  reduced, 
the  crowd  of  5,402  was  only 


Hangera 

Motherwell.. 

Hibernian.... 

Celtic 

Hearts 

Kilmarnock. 
Dundee  Uid 

Faldrk 

Aberdeen.... 


Patrick 


PW  D L F 

2916  8 5 50 
291111  7 42 
29  915  5 39 
28  816  4 30 
2810  711  36 

28  8 911  33 

29  8 912  34 

28  71110  36 

29  61112  32 


27  6 912  27 


half  that  which  had  seen  these 
sides  compete  in  the  Tennents 
Scottish  Cup  fourth-round  tie 
that  Hibs  also  won  2-0. 

Entertainment  however, 
swept  away  the  sense  of  oddity 
and  Hibs  were  ahead  within 
ten  minutes.  In  that  moment, 
only  the  Motherwell  defence 
appeared  disoriented. 

The  Easter  Road  side's  new 
signing  from  Kilmarnock. 
Andy  Miilen.  hooked  the  bail 
on  to  Jackson,  who  created 
space  to  send  the  speedy 
Harper  to  the  byline.  His  crass 
from  the  left  was  ill-directed 
but  Wright  adroitly  reached 
out  a foot  to  haul  it  into  tSenet 
with  his  heel. 

v.  Hibs,  with  three^snec-in 
attack,  had  signalled  their 
intention  to  play  with  pa- 
nache. Given  that  their  promi- 
nence in  the  league  is  coupled 
with  a place  in  the  Scottish 
Cup  semi-finals,  the  confi- 
dence of  Alex  Miller’s  team  is 
well-founded.  In  attack  espe- 


cially. their  ebullience  brought 
an  indsiveness  that  Mother- 
well  could  not  march. 

The  Lanarkshire  side  are  on 
the  verge  of  signing  Michel 
van  der  Gaag.  from  PSV 
Eindhoven,  for  £400.000.  but. 
whatever  his  excellence,  will 
also  need  to  recruit  extra  vim 
for  their  attack.  All  of  Mother- 
well’s anempts  on  goal  were 
struck  from  distance  and  easi- 
ly fielded  by  Leighton. 

In  the  second  half,  the 
visitors  did  bring  on  Tommy 
Coyne,  the  premier  division's 
leading  scorer,  who  had  not 
played  since  being  injured  on 
February  4.  The  task  of  pierc- 
ing the  Hibs’  defence,  though, 
was  far  too  great  for  one 
convalescent  man. 

The  authority  of  Leighton 
was  pleasing  since,  at  36.  he 
faces  a demanding  match  for 
Scotland  against  Russia  in 
Moscow  next  week.  He  seized 
almost  every  cross  and  his 
expertise  provided  agreeable 
entertainment  in  the  spell 
before  Hibs  scored  again. 

Harper’s  acute  service 
allowed  Jackson  to  stride  in 
from  the  left.  His  shot  had 
some  of  the  pace  taken  off  it  as 
Woods  made  a partial  save, 
but  the  ball  trickled  across 
goal,  to  be  knocked  in  by 
Wright  at  the  far  post. 

Motherwell’s  first  defeat  in 
six  matches  was  sealed.  I 


Wright  could  even  have 
notched  a hat-trick,  but  Woods 
deflected  his  shot,  and  the 
substitute,  McGraw,  could  not 
control  the  rebound. 

That  barely  counted  as  a 
disappointment  for  a satisfied 
Miller,  who  saidr  "We  had  to 
get  back  into  die  race  for 
Europe.  Now  we  need  other 
clubs  to  do  us  a favour." 

For  once,  though,  the  plea- 
sures of  the  sport  itself  and  the 
great  figures  who  dominate  it 
mattered  more  than  the  out- 
come. When  ihe  announcer,  at 
half-time,  passed  on  news  of 
the  critical  condition  of  the 
former  Motherwell  player. 
Davie  Cooper,  his  name  was 
met  with  the  spontaneous 
applause  that  remains  a foot- 
bail  crowd’s  deepest  sign  of 
respect. 

HIBERNIAN  {4-3-3)  JLoghton—  WMAer. 
G Huflflf.  S T«w«l  J Tortoteno  — P 
McGrtay,  A MMan  A McGraw  86minl. 
M OTIei  — K Harper  (sub:  M Weir  80).  k 
VWgm,  D JaOffion. 

MOTH  SWELL.  13-5-2}.  S Woods  — B 
Martin.  M Knwkaplc.  J PHltoan  {»*>.  T 
Coyne  451  — E May.  P Lambert.  W DoBn. 
W Dawfefl.  S McMiten  — D Amott  (sub:  R 
Shannon  64).  A Bums 
Referee:  J O'Hare 


Construction  workers  at  Easter  Road  enjoy  Hibernian's  victory  over  Motherwell  from  an  unfinished  stand 

Armstrong  stays  in  Scotland’s  thoughts 


By  Mark  Souster 

SCOTLAND  yesterday 
named  a 29-strong  party  for 
their  World  Cup  squad  train- 
ing weekend  next  month,  and 
although  the  name  of  Gary 
Armstrong  did  not  feature  in 
it,  the  selectors  suggested  that 
the  Jed-Foresx  scrum  half 
might  yet  be  fit  to  travel  to 
South  Africa. 

Officially  Armstrong,  who 
damaged  cruciate  and  medial 
knee  ligaments  in  pre-season 
training,  will  not  be  able  to 
play  again  until  next  season, 
but  Duncan  Paterson,  the 
Scotland  team  manager,  said 
last  night  that  Armstrong  was 
being  given  every  chance  to 
recover.  “We  are  keeping  our 
options  open,  although,  realis- 
tically. at  the  moment  it  is 
unlikely  he  will  be  ready.”  he 
said. 

The  psychological  boost  that 
Armstrong's  presence  would 


bring  to  a team  already  high 
on  confidence  after  the  five 
nations'  championship  would 
be  immense.  Paterson 
indicated  that  one  or  two 
places  may  be  kept  open  after 
die  final  26-man  squad  for  the 
World  Cup  is  named  on  April 
6,  in  case  doctors  dear  Arm- 
strong and  also  Andy  Reed, 
the  Bath  lock,  who  has  missed 
the  whole  season  with  a seri- 
ous back  injury. 

While  the  manager  admit- 
ted this  might  seem  unfair  to 
players  who  had  served  Scot- 
land so  well  this  season,  he 
added:  “These  two  are  British 
Lions  and  if  they  can  make  it. 
we  want  them  to."  Reed.  25.  is 
due  to  start  training  in  the  next 
fortnight,  bui  Paterson  ac- 
knowledged that  time  was 
running  out  for  any  of  the 
long-term  casualties  to  force 
their  way  into  the  reckoning. 

Included  in  that  number  are 
Andy  Nichol,  another  absen- 


tee from  the  squad.  The  Bath 
scrum  half,  who  has  also 
played  for  the  British  Isles, 
albeit  for  only  six  minutes,  is 
due  to  play  die  second  half  for 
his  dub's  second  team  against 
Wasps  on  Saturday  and.  if  all 
goes  well,  a full  game  the 
following  week. 

Apart  from  them,  the  squad 
which  departs  for  South  Africa 
on  May  17  will  be  drawn  from 
the  party  announced  yester- 
day. That  means  no  place  for 
Derek  Stark,  of  Boroughmirir. 
whose  pace  would  appear  to 
have  been  suited  to  South 
African  conditions,  nor  Rowen 
Shepherd,  the  Edinburgh  Aca- 
demicals full  back  widely 
tipped  as  Gavin  Hastings's 
successor  in  the  national  team. 

Shepherd’s  dub  colleague, 
David  Mclvor,  who  played 
against  South  Africa  last  au- 
tumn. is  die  only  international 
to  have  played  this  season  who 
has  not  been  considered. 


However.  Ian  Jardine  and 
Damien  Cronin,  who  were 
both  injured  against  France, 
are  expected  to  be  fit  to  travel 
to  South  Africa. 

Because  of  the  flexibility 
offered  by  a number  of  players 
in  the  threequarters.  Paterson 
said  Scotland  may  gamble 
and  take  only  11  backs  to  the 
World  Cup  and  15  forwards. 
There  were  no  surprises  in  the 
squad,  which  will  train  in 
Perth  on  April  1 and  2.  except, 
perhaps,  the  inclusion  of  Peter 
Walton.  The  Northampton 
flanker  is  widely  admired  by 
the  selectors  and  is  induded 
on  the  strength  of  rally  one 
comeback  game  last  weekend. 

SCOTLAND  SQUAD:  Backs:  C M Chal- 
mers. I C Glasgow,  A G Hoangs . S 
Hastings,  I C Jantne.  C A Jraner,  K M 
Logan,  D W PaHaraon,  B W Redpetft.  A G 
ShS.  A G Suing*.  G P J Townsend 
Forwards:  A P Bunel.  S J Campbel.  O F 
Cronin.  0 I W HBtcn,  K D McKenzie,  J J 
Maroon,  K S Mine.  I R Morrison,  D S 
Mum.  E W Peters,  J F RMwdson.  A V 
Sharp.  / B Smeh,  R I Watoswfcft.  P WaWoa 
GWWak.  PHWngfe. 


Wales  call 
on  cream 
of  Cardiff 
for  student 
tournament 

By  Christopher  Irvine 

THE  impact  of  Cardiff  Insti- 
tute of  Higher  Education,  the 
“Wigan”  of  student  rugby 
league,  is  recognised  by  the 
selection  of  seven  players  in 
the  Wales  squad  for  the  Ow- 
ens-Coming student  four  na- 
tions’ championship  next 

month. 

Three  squad  members, 
Mark  Morgan,  the  utility 
back,  and  Gareth  Davies  and 
Paul  Thomas,  both  loose  for- 
wards. are  members  of  the 
John  Moore's  University. 
Liverpool  side  that  meets 
Bradford  University  in  the 
student  cup  final  at  Head- 
ingley  next  Wednesday. 

The  tournament  starts  on 
April  5,  with  the  opening 
matches  between  Wales,  run- 
ners-up last  year,  and  Ireland, 
and  England,  the  champions, 
and  Scotland.  France  provide 
warm-up  opposition  for  Eng- 
land at  Rochdale  next  Wed- 
nesday and  for  Wales  at 
Aberavon  two  days  later. 

Four  nations' champs 
v Ireland  (Wootston). 

Mterrngton)  (fc  England 
Scotend  v Writes  (Le 
Ireland  v Scotland 
land  v Wales 


5:  Wains 
v Scotland 


KV.’: ' r 3 3^7  '^!  f1 

wards:  G Davies  (John  Moore  s 

Hodges  (CanSff  HE).  C James 

HE).  D Morten  (CarfiK  HE). 
(Crewe  and  Ateaper),  A Pteftps 

Thoms  (John  Moore's  Urtv).  D 
(Quaff  IHE). 

□ After  a bone  scan  on  an 
injured  arm,  Jason  Robinson, 
of  Wigan,  has  been  found  not 
to  have  a hairline  fracture. 
Martin  Offiah  and  Shaun 
Edwards  will  undergo  checks, 
but  are  also  expected  to  be  fit 
for  the  Silk  Cut  Challenge  Cup 
semi-final  on  Saturday  with 
Oldham,  who  have  recalled 
Jason  Temu  to  the  front  row. 
As  well  as  the  knee  injury  dial 
caused  Gariy  Schofield  to 
miss  five  visit  by  St  Helens  last 
night  Leeds  are  also  sweating 
on  the  outcome  of  Gary  Mer- 
cer's appearance  tonight  be- 
fore the  Rugby  Football 
League  disciplinary  cammitte 
for  an  alleged  illegal  tackle. 
More  than  a one-match  sus- 
pension would  eliminate  the 
second-row  forward  from  the 
second  semi-final,  against 
Featherstone  Rovers,  on  Sat- 
urday week. 

Rochdale  Hornets  have 
fined  David  Anderson,  the 
Australian  wing.  £100  and 
warned  him  about  his  conduct 
after  a sending-off  and  seven 
sin-binnings  in  17  matches. 


Doherty 
responds 
to  partisan 
support 

KEN  DOHERTY,  the  world 
snooker  No  7.  reached  the 
quarter-finals  of  the  Benson 
and  Hedges  Irish  Masters 
with  a 5-3  victory  over  Dave 
Harold  at  Goffs,  Co  Kildare, 
yesterday.  Responding  to  the 
urgings  of  a partisan  crowd. 
Doherty  produced  his  best 
performance  of  a disappoint- 
ing year. 

Doherty  won  the  first  frame 
on  the  pink  and  two  others  on 
the  black  for  a 3-1  lead  before 
Harold  fashioned  a break  of 
99  to  take  the  fifth.  A 
clearance  of  122  enabled 
Doherty,  the  Scottish  Masters 
champion,  to  move  4-2  ahead, 
and  he  secured  a meeting  with 
Stephen  Hendry  with  a break 
of  63  in  the  eighth  frame. 

Harold’s  total  clearance  of 
US  in  the  seventh  frame  is  the 
bggest  break  to  date. 

Too  dangerous 

Yachting:  Racing  in  the  Amer- 
ica’s Cup  semi-final  trials  off 
San  Diego  was  postponed  for 
the  eleventh  time  in  42  days  of 
raring  on  Tuesday  when  25- 
knot  winds  and  a 9ft  Pacific 
swell  were  deemed  too  danger- 
ous. The  spare  day.  however, 
came  as  a welcome  relief,  for 
Kevin  Mahaney’s  Young 
America  defence  team,  who 
used  the  time  to  complete 
repairs  to  their  boat.  Which 
suffered  hull  failure  over  an 
area  of  die  bows  16ft  long  after 
slamming  down  off  a 16ft 
wave  a week  ago. 

Students’  crown 

Hockey:  Loughborough  won 
die  British  Universities’ 
Sports  Association  title  at 
Cannock  yesterday  by  beating 
West  London  Institute  7-3  after 
extra  time.  Loughborough^ 
3-0  lead  was  pegged  bade  in 
the  last  six  minutes  of  normal 
time.  Woods  (2).  Lee  (2), 
Gilman.  Archer  and  Jones 
scored  for  Loughborough; 
Sawrey-Cookson  (2)  and 
Grant  replied  for  West 
London. 

Maximum  effort 

Bowls:  England  emerged  as 
favourites  to  win  the  women’s 
home  international  series 
when  they  convincingly  beat 
Scotland,  the  champions  for 
the  past  two  years.  132-99  at 
Baflymoney  yesterday.  The 
foundations  of  success  were 
laid  by  Irene  Molyn erne's  rink, 
who  scored  a maximum  eight 
shots  on  the  eighteenth  end  on 
their  way  to  a 36-10  victory 
over  Robola  Hutchison. 


FOOTBALL 

Be  ITs  Scottish  League 

HIBERNIAN  (I)  2 MOTHERWELL  (0)  0 
WritfK  10.53  5.402 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  First 
dhristan:  Luwn  3 MAeafl  1.  Second 
division:  Swansea  5 PtymotAh 1 
Tuesday's  late  results 
FA  CARUNG  PREMIERSHIP:  Wtnbfcxton 
2 Manchesier  City  0. 

P W D L F A Pb 
Blackburn  ...'34  23  7 4 70  29  76 

Man  Utd  . . . 34  21  7 O 63  24  70 

Newcastle  . .33  18  9 6 55  33  63 

Liverpool  31  M 3 S H m S 


Mown  Forea  ..  34  16  9 | £3  38  57 

Leeds  32  14  10  8 44  30  52 

Tonenham  ■ ■ 32 14  9 9 52  f-j  51 

Wimbledon  ■ 34 14  £ 51  jf 

SneRWed  35  11  10  14  43  46  43 

Coventry  35  10  13  12  37  53  43 

Nowwh  ..  34  10 12  12  33  38  42 

OPfiT . ...  3111  8 12  46  SO  41 

ManCftv  ...  . 34  10  11  13  « 52  41 

Afssna)  . • 33  10 10  13  36  37  40 

I'twlsaa  32  10  10  12  40  45  40 

&■"  912  13 

Evert  on  ...  34  9 72  13  37  4b  39 

WasiHam.  .34  10  7 17  _ 33  44  _37 
32  B 10  14  23  34  34 

&”  s sis  a s s 

! . 34  4 9 21  38  66  21 

ENDSLEK3H  LEAGUE:  Brel_ 
aJnieyTl Uiion  1;  Charlton  2 GrmsfcyJ . 
Nom^ounty  1 

hri-sAtfi  1 Watford  3 Barnsley  2 Second 
rthrrjfTT-  Brnrungham  3 Oxtoro  Unled  0. 

Darkroion  0.  Scartwreugh  1 ^ ~ 

p w D L F A Pts 
a j 56  21  75 

r.Minie  ™ n 


9 2 56  21  75 

^saLiais^-frS 

waisan  ■ • & {7  7 a si  29  £8 

s&'inflffi  ass 

S 1 6 13  54  47  48 
Scurtfxrpe  « * 8 12  41  45  47 

Bam*  " ’ S it  IS  9 « 42  46 
Fulham  . Sf"  o,3  44  48  45 

Torquay  «T  in  12  39  52  43 

Rcchoa*  S ’i  5 41  43  41 

..  - 32  1 « ,3  M 47  40 

Wg3H  ■ • 7 17  35  45  37 

■ ia  “ 8 16  36  54  35 
Hereford  • • £ =M1  16  34  51  32 
Nortf^pjon  0 0 16  33  59  32 

; l ? si?  *jj 

bsSsugir'srs'TM"#  s,  & 


Cofchesier . 

ScurtfadW 

Bamet  ... 
Fulham  . 
Torquay 
Rochdale 
L/nooUi  •• 
W«3n  . 
Darlington 
Hereford  . ■ 


51  ! « s s 

1 % 8 17  3LSJ 

sTTTm  as  57 


Tenordowc+^wo 
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BELL'S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  Premier 
division:  Dundee  Uroted  1 Hearts  1. 
Kflmamock  0 Celtic  1.  Fast  divWon:  Si 
Mrrrui  0 Si  Johnstone  0.  Second  diviator: 
SJenhousermw  2 Oueen  the  South  2. 
[Xmbarton  1 Berwick  0 
KOMCA  LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Newtown  2 
Corvvy  0.  Hotyvwi  5 Porthmadog  2 League 
cup:  Third  round,  second  leg: 
Uansartfraid  2 Bangor  Cly  1 (aer  1-1  a 
90min:  agg3-1). 

UNIBOND  LEAGUE:  Premier  division: 
Cc+wyn  Bey  1 Hyde  0.  First  dMston: 
Fleetwood  0 Warrington  0:  Mossiey  2 
Clkbo  Ashton  2;  Neihetfield  1 Congieton 
0.  League  Cup:  SemJ-finais.  first  leg: 
Bamber  Bridge  7 Chodey  2.  Mattock  1 
Bishop  Auckland  4 

BEAZER  HOMES  LEAGUE  Premier  dl- 
vteton:  Alherstone  2 So*Ui  O:  Gloucester  1 
Halesowen  2.  Gredey  1 Burton  t:  RUsnden 
and  Demonds  5 Leek  Cr  Sudbury  2 
Gravesend  and  N 0.  Midland  dMston: 
Bifsun  1 Uxcesfer  1.  Iteesion  4 Sutton 
Coldfield  ?.  Moor  Green  6 Kml  Lynn  0. 
Southern  dMston:  Astilord  2 Fehet  2: 
Burnham  0 Poole  1 . Cfevedon  0 Baswey  3 
DiADORA  LEAGUE:  Premlar  rftviston: 
Aylesbury  2 Grays  0:  ChesTam  1 Watlan 
anS  H 0:  Enfield  3 Yeedng  0:  Mtcftin  1 
Wcimgham  0:  SI  Albans  1 Hayes  J.  First 
cfe/mlon:  Baring  2 Abngdon  Town  1: 
Berinamsted  1 Matoerttoad  1.  Heybndge 
SwiHa  1 RTencav  5.  Tgotlrg  and  M 0 
Scatoee  ».  LM*xtoe  2 Wtembley  T.  Wonting 
1 Leyton  1.  Second  dwtstoiu  Brackne*  3 
Ednware  1.  Epham  1 Saflron  WaldHi  v 
MEKfen  Vale  1 Were  2.  Titoury  1 ChaBom  St 
Peter  2.  Windsor  arid  Bon  2 HunMtord  2 
Third  dMston:  Bedford  Town  4 Gove  0. 
Cwivey  Island  1 Northwood  1.  Eo3om  D 
rrapton  3.  Homcfrurcft  0 Kngsbury  2. 
Leighton  1 Fefthem  ana  Haunstow  B 0. 
Southall  4 KaretieU  2. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION:  Fust 
dMston:  Cresial  Palace  1 .Jpsvwch  3: 
Swindon  2 Southerner,  1 . West  Ham  0 
WrnUedon  0. 

PONTTNS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE'  Rret  di- 
vtston.  Coventry  0 BtacHjum  1.  Everton  0 
Nairn  Forest  a Manchester  Uid  0 Wohier- 

hamrtonO  

CARUNG  NORTH  WEST  COUNTIES: 
Fbm  dMston:  Eastwood  Hanley  1 
SketowrsdaJe  3.  Prescot  I Bacup  O. 
Trattord  1 Charkterton  0. 

ESSEX  SENIOR  FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 
Premier  tfivlsion:  Bastfdon  0 Romtoid  1; 
Southend  Manor  2 Eton  Manor  2 
FEDERATION  BREWERY  NORTHERN 
LEAGUE:  Flret  cfertaton:  Chester  Le  Street  0 
Consetl  2. 

GREAT  MILLS  LEAGUE  Premier  dMston. 
Odd  Down  3 Frame  0:  Chippenham  0 
Taunton  0.  Postponed:  Bristol  Manor  Farm 
v Bndport 

HELLENIC  LEAGUE  Premier  tfivtsam: 
Brachley  d Nonh  Leigh  £ 

INTERLINK  EXPRESS  MIDLAND  ALLI- 
ANCE Chasetown  1 Paget  2:  Hatesowen 
Harr  1 wmenheB  D:  SandwaH  Boro  2 !Bofehs« 
Swfts  1:  Rocsstsr  1 Stratford  CL  Shitnal  O 
West  Mid  Police  0. 

JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES 
LEAGUE  premier  rfvteton:  Ctes  3 March 
0.  Fah»*>»n1  Chownsl;  Great  Yarmcn* 
1 Haveifva  a.  * Suc*x*y  2: 

Haotead  7 Stowmsilcet  0.  Wane*  0 
Woc<tjridge  3.  Wisbech  6 FSston  0: 
WroKham  4 Lowestolt  0 


I ImLbWH  ...  h 


LONDON  SPAHTAM  Senior  ChaMnfle 
Cup:  Third  round:  Canrahtar  Casuals  2 
Harwell  1 

NORTHEW4  COUNTIES  EAST:  League 
cup:  Third  round:  Ossen  Town  0 North 
FerrtJy  1 

PARASOL  COMBINED  CQUNVES 
LEAGUE:  Premlar  divWon;  Famham  2 
BasingstoKe  2.  Godsimmg  1 Crartagh  0. 
UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE  First 
dMston:  Bowes  FH  4 Oakwood  0.  East 
Gmsiead  3 CraftOorough  l;  Rmgmer  4 
Haisham  0.  Shcreham  4 Pomi«d  0: 
Srarnco  5 Newhaven  0. 

SPANISH  CUP:  0uaitBr4toat  Second  leg: 
AflfieOc  Bfifieo  0 Deponrvo  La  Coaria  0 
(Deponfvo  win  34)  on  agg). 


102  New  Jaree y 95:  Mam  97  V>iana  95. 
Charlotte  78  New  Tori  69:  Orlando  126 
Phoenix  102:  Seattle  104  Houston  1C2. 
UAMKAee  115  Golden  State  109.  Portland 
ill  Waefengion  106 


BALLWONEY:  British  Women's  Indoor 
Homs  toternationato:  EngtsxJ  to  Ireland 
155-98  (nnk  scores,  Englmd  skips  first):  J 
Roytance  « M Jormsron  29-20. 1 McfyneiK 
fit  J Mutioiand  32-12:  N Shaw  to  M Uaicn 
25-13:  M Puce  a A McGwnness  21-12.  W 
Lite  bl  M McGarroy  23-20.  M Steeto  bt  F 
Btott  26-21 


GEORGETOWN:  Tour  mseh  (final  day  of 
three],  Guyana  1 05  (G  D McGram  S-47)  and 
207  (B  P Jubsn  5-54).  AieOraLatts  373  (G  S 
Btoweo  1 16.  M E Wauqh  75.  J L Langer  55). 
^irsJraLans  won  by  an  mngs  and  61  runs 
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FOOTBALL 
Kicfc-off  7 30  unless  sated 
UNIBOND  LEAGUE:  Prenter  dMston: 
ashop  Auctoand  I'Draytsden. 

DtADORA  LEAGUE  Second  cferistorc 
Banstead  v ChesfutL  Cup:  SemtAial, 
first  teg:  Aytastuy  v Marlow. 

SKOL  KBDLAND  COMBINATION:  Pre- 
mier efiviston:  Often  Royafe  v Sherwood 
Cette 

UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE: 
First  division:  langney  Sports  v Easi- 
boume  Town:  Lnterampron  v WMehawlc 
PeacehavaVTatecofift*  v Southwck. 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION: 
First  division:  Tottenham  Hotspur  v Wat 
Itxd  (at  Sl  Asians  FC). 

PONT7NS  LEAGUE  first  dMston:  Baton 
v Liverpool  (7  0) ; Notts  County  v Asran^  Vda 
(7  0):  Sunderland  v Leeds  f70»:  Trsnmere 
v Rotherham  (7X1):  west  Bromwich  v Stoke 
(70)  Second  dMston:  Bnmtgham  C v 
Barnsley  (7.0);  Bradford  v OfeJiarn  (7.0). 
BORD  GAIS  LEAGUE  OF  IRELAf®: 
Premier  dMston:  Bohemians  v Cobh 
FfemUere  (8  0);  Omdafe  v Deny  (8  0). 
SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  English  Schools 
Snickers  Trophy:  Under-IE  quarter-final: 
Westfands.  Devon  v SI  Nos,  Comtiofi  (at 
Outmra  PF  Torquay.  2J0) 

OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL  Budwelssr  League:  Lon- 
don v Worthing  [8  0) 

BOWLS:  Women's  Home  tofemafionsis 
(Brtfymorwy). 

GOLF:  Strirwigdete  foursomes  (Surtnrg- 
date) 

SNOOKER  Benson  and  Hedges  Irish 
Masters  (Kit). 

SQUASH:  finwh  Open  (CaiWl. 


soph's,  knwtoh  6;  Brcefioume  0 Manchester 
GS  43.  Bnanufil  12  St  Joseph's  31 ; Emanuel 
7 Manchester  28:  Bnsboune  0 Harthoms 
4V.  Mancnester  12  St  Joseph's  12.  Emanuel 
0 Hawthorne  43:  Manchester  19  Hawthorne 
26;  Braxboume  7 St  Joseph's  40  Group  B: 
Mftbeto  24  Hyman  lofRGS  Hl^>  Wycombe 
ID  London  Dreary  19:  hymas  33  John 
Fisher  14:  MBeti  19  London  Orteoiy  14; 
MWteto  24  John  Ftetar  5.  Hymem  7 Ugh 
Wyeomba  31;  John  fisher  5 London  Oraraiy 
31 . MUfteM  19  Hui  Wyccmbe  0.  John  Rsher 
19  High  WteonZe  21:  Hymere  14  London 
Oratory  0 Group  C:  Caerion  0 Arnold  SB:  SS 
George's.  Harpwden  12  NoucasafMmdBr- 
Lyme  12:  Amcto  29  ChEtehurei  and  Sdcup 
10;  Caertaan  5 Newcastte  28:  Caerteon  22 
Choteiusx  7:  Arnold  33  St  George's  33, 
Cfealehurat  D Newcastle  47.  Caerfeon  12  St 
George's  54;  Chtstenuat  1«  St  Geora&’s  31, 
Arnold  13  Newcastfe  10  Group  Cr.  S Cyras 
17  Nottingham  HS 10:  Wna  GS  21  Coopers 
tt  ftoffinAam  lOAhonTai  21.  Si  Cyrae  19 
Coopws  12.  St  Cyras  54  Aton  Taf  O. 
NotfeBhairi  7 Wirra!  GS  10;  Aton  Taf  7 
Coopers  28.  St  Cyras  38  Wkral  GS  5;  Aton 
Taf  14  Mrrai  GS  7:  NoOngham  18  Coopers 
12.  Owe  E Bethany  12  SodnA  31,  St 
Benertot'8  12  Ctorham  24.  Sostout  28  Dtcrfa 
14:  Belherw  7 Durham  35.  Bethany  0 Qfctfa 
43.  Sdhid  22  St  Benedto-5  15.  Otohtj  19 
□uham  7:  Betharv  7 St  Benaflcfs  33, 
Otchte  19  Si  Gmttd  14;  Sofihul  12 
Dufiam  15  Group  F:  Vantan  7 Judd  15;  St 
Edwotfs,  Lnapool  24  OE  Bams!  19;  Judd  5 
Giantal  22:  Venjfem  12  Barrel  IK  V&uam  7 
Glartal  35:  Judd  14  St  Edwortfa  7:GlsntBn2 
Bamei  19;  VaUam  OSi  Edward's  19.  Giantal 
21  Sj  Edward's  10;  Judd  0 Samar  30  Group 
a-  KkidB.  Maaaasfiald  26  Sv  HiomBsPUor 
14;  U&ftqlon  GS  14  Hampton  21;  Sir 


Y.U.ri  lii 


& Merchant  T< 

Amptetorth  S’  Da  La 
tVdnndc  fZ  Merchant  TayOrs'  17  Dart fbntf 
12,  Wstrack  47  De  La  Sale  0;  Amotetarth  47 
Dartford  0:  Warwick  21  Denton)  7:  Merchant 
Tajtore'  SB  De  La  Safie  12. 

JUNIOR  TOURNAMENT:  Group  wfenera 
raimd:  Jofei  Fisher  14  Dwr-v-Fefci  33: 
Sarthamaad  14  Brtstoi  GS  12;  Hymars  33 
GS  12;  RGS  ‘ 
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Lee’s  deadly  boot 
denies  Swansea 


West  London  IHE 31 

Swansea  University 30 

By  David  Hands 

WHATEVER  you  choose  to 
call  student  rugby’s  prime 
knockout  competition  these 
days.  West  London  Institute 
and  Swansea  did  it  proud  at 
Twickenham  yesterday.  A 
magnificent  finale  to  die  Brit- 
ish Universities  Sports  Associ- 
ation competition  was  not 
derided  in  West  London's 
favour  until  the  last  kick  of  the 
match  when  Andy  Lee  took  his 
contribution  to  26  points  with 
the  derisive  penalty  goal. 

The  Welsh  students  were 
distraught,  and  no  wonder. 
They  compiled  a 17-3  lead  in 
the  first  half,  only  to  see  it 
whittled  away  by  Lee’s  deadly 
goal-kicking.  They  scored  four 
tries  to  one.  they  were  stopped 
indies  short  of  two  more  and 
twice  hit  the  uprights  with 
kicks  at  goal;  it  was  injury- 
time  when  Hughes  reclaimed 
their  lead  with  a soaring 
dropped  goal  and  even  then,  ft 
was  not  enough. 

West  London  kept  their 
shape  when  Swansea  scored  a 
try  after  46  seconds  and  a 


second  only  11  minutes  later; 
as  they  exerted  pressure 
Swansea’s  predilection  for 
handling  the  ball  in  the  ruck 
gave  Lee,  the  Saracens  stand- 
off half,  his  chance  and  by  the 
interval  he  had  kicked  four 
goals  out  of  four. 

Two  more  took  West 
London  into  the  lead  and  then 
two  ball-handling  packs  set 
about  each  other  in  thrilling 
vein. 

SCORERS:  West  London  IHE  Tty:  Kemp 
Converakxi:  Lee.  Penalty  goals:  Lee  7. 
Dropped  goal:  Lea  Swansea  University. 
Tries:  Whams,  Hughes,  Griffiths.  Baard 
Conversions:  Davies  2.  Penalty  goal: 
Davies.  Dropped  goat  Hu^ias. 

WEST  LONDON  ME  R Hann 
msHands  Cert.  Dublin).  A dartre 
Edwanfs.  Oxford).  M Kemp  (Coopers 


N Jonas 

SWANSEA-  N Ferns  (HateKtestere.  Mon- 
moutfi).  G WBams  (Monmouth),  D 
Hughes  (King's,  Worcester),  D Fitzgerald 
(Trinity).  A Hsiris  (Blshopeton  CS):  L 
bevies  (Blchopeton  CSV  S Powefl  (RGS 
mxoeoerl:  A Lewis  (CfirOt,  Brecon;.  D 
Robbins  ft 
Edward's, 

Heal  (MWbM).  c Yandeft  (Watte 
Beard  (Monmouth),  R GriOths  (Ysgl  Gyfun 
Uanharil.  Late  replaced  by  B MartSn  (9 
Brendan's  Vlth  Form  College, 

Referee:  D Beordan  (Unfed  States). 

BUSA  WOMEN'S  FINAL:  Loughborough 
53  (Tries:  Rtjmsi  3.  Morris  2.  Raes, 
Sanderson,  WBson.  Omn.  Conversons: 
Burioid  4)  De  Moraton.  Bedford  11  (Try: 
Smytri  PenaCy  goals:  Hams  2) 


THE  INDEPENDENT  NEWS  .V  REPOETS 


LATEST  TRANSFER  NEWS 
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Sampras 
retains 
world  No  1 
spot  for 
100  weeks 


From  Stuart  Jones 

TENNIS  CORRESPONDENT 
IN  KEY  B1SCAYNE 

PETE  SAMPRAS,  as  a result 
of  reaching  the  last  eight 
of  the  Upton  tennis  champion- 
ships, has  ensured  he  wfll 
remain  the  world's  No  I- 
ranked  player  a position  he 
will  have  held  for  precisely  100 
weeks.  Nevertheless,  he  would 
willingly  sacrifice  the  honour 
to  win  the  one  grand  slam  title 
to  have  eluded  him  — the 
French  Open. 

To  emphasise  his  intentions, 
he  is  to  leave  for  the  Davis  Cup 
tie  in  Italy  after  the  tourna- 
ment is  over  and  will  stay  in 
Europe  to  begin  practising  on 
clay  far  earlier  than  usual,  fn 
doing  so,  he  admits  that  he 
risks  being  overtaken  by  An- 
dre Agassi,  die  No  2.  who  is 
still  on  course  to  meet 
Sampras  in  the  final  here 
for  the  second  successive  year. 

The  convoluted  ranking 
system  is  again  under  review. 
Sampras  supports  a proposal, 
which  has  already  been  reject- 
ed by  the  Association  of  Ten- 
nis Professionals,  that  the 
players,  instead  of  being  rated 
on  their  results  over  the  pre- 
ceding 12  months,  would  start 
afresh  at  the  beginning  of  each 
year. 

"it  sounds  a good  idea  to 
have  a race  which  everybody 
could  understand."  he  said, 
but  he  appreciates  that  it  is 
also  flawed  and  carries  poten- 
tially as  many  complications. 
“If  the  guys  from  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology  cam  figure  it  out 
then  ! certainly  won't  be  able 
to." 

Sampras,  the  holder,  has 
conceded  only  18  games  in  his 
three  matches  so  far.  He  was 
granted  a day  off  yesterday 
before  his  quarter-final  with 
Andrei  Medvedev,  the  No  10 
seed,  who  saved  a match  point 
before  eliminating  Mark 
Woodforde.  Agassi’s  progress 
has  been  even  smoother.  He 
has  thus  far  yielded  a mere  15 
games. 

Marianne  Werdel  Wit- 
meyer,  of  the  United  States,  is 
not  concerned  about  the  rami- 
fications of  the  present  rank- 
ing system.  In  progressing  as 
far  as  the  quarter-finaJ,  the  27- 
year-old  lifted  herself  from 
No  33  to  No  2b  in  the  world 
and  with  the  promise  of  climb- 
ing even  higher. 

A semi-finalist  at  the  Aus- 
tralian Open,  she  had  already 
humbled  Arantxa  Sanchez 
Vicario,  the  top  seed,  in  the 
second  round,  bur  yesterday 
she  was  dismissed  by  Kimiko 
Date,  of  Japan,  the  No  7 seed. 
6-1. 7-5. 

Date  reached  the  last  four 
last, year  and  tomorrow  she 
will’  probably  play  Gabriela 
Sabatini,  the  No  5 seed,  who 
won  the  title  here  in  1989  and 
is  currently  enjoying  a 
resurgence. 
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Another  lady 
vanishes 

Missing.  Radio  4,  2.00pm.  , . . 

Elizabeth  Baines’s  drama 

who  vanishes.  It  has  more  than  a touch io  statements  from 

There  is  hardly  any  cmwan on  . onfr fS).^k1  the 
husband  (Andv  Wear)  and  mother-m-la  ( » 11  midday" 

passage  of  time  is  tersely  marked  by  the  narrator  JuneH-  ^ 
and  so  on.  There  is  no  apparent . rtajw*  ‘°r  JS  mSSSS 
disappearance-  But  that  does  not  stop  herhusban^ 
taw  firing  emir  feelings  about  things  said  and  wsua. 
ignorine  what  might  hare  been  wairune 
such  as  "A  dog  is  a hean  beating  in  die  dark,  cold  small  noun  . m 
awkwardly  into  the  play’s  realistic  Framework. 

Stranger  than  Fiction.  Radio  4.  S-45pm. 

The  third  writer  in  this  series  of  Lent  lectures  is 
writes  fantasy  novels.  So.  naturally  enough,  the 

the  one  thar  presents  Jesus  as  the  ultimate  fnwhoalte  «*«»" 
he  asks,  and  in  my  view  persuasively  answer*  « ® 
peace,  should  have  attracted  a greater  band  of  followers  than  aiime 
conquerors  in  history-  put  together.  Without  once  drawing  His  iraora 
in  the  manner  of  Alexander  the  Great.  Hercules  and  Rjchajd  the 
Lionhean,  He  defeated  all  the  demons  known  to  man.  The  ultimate 
hero,  says  GemmeU.  fought  the  ultimate  battle  — the  war  for  hearts 


Sam  Torrance  tees  off  yesterday  during  die  Sunningdale  Foursomes  golf  tournament,  in  which  he  is  partnering  Bernard  Gallacher. 
The  Scottish  pair  won  their  second-round  match,  on  the  New  Course,  6 and  5.  Results,  page  37.  Photograph:  Kippa  Matthews 

Faldo  fulfils  American  dream 


From  John  Hopkins 

GOLF  CORRESPONDENT 

IN  PONTE  VEDRA  BEACH 

WHEN  you  have  won  nearly 
$500,000  from  seven  events 
and  your  stroke  average  after 
26  rounds  is  69.S0,  you  are 
entitled  to  look  pleased  with 
yourself.  When  most  of  your 
drives  go  straight  and  many  of 
your  putts  go  in.  when  your 
swing  remains  firm  and  on 
plane  and  you  are  named  as 
one  of  the  favourites  for  the 
Masters,  well,  that  is  no  less 
than  you  deserve,  too. 

So  it  is  these  days  for  Nick 
Faldo  in  the  United  Stales, 
where  he  is  preparing  for  the 
Players’  Championship  here 
in  Florida.  It  is  nothing, 
seemingly,  but  gloiy.  glory, 
glory.  March  may  not  have 
been  much  of  a month  for 
Julius  Caesar,  but  it  has  been 
a bonanza  for  Nick  Faldo.  He 
won  the  Dora!  Ryder  Open  in 
the  first  week,  came  second  the 
following  week  and  tied  for 
fifth  last  week.  Of  those  12 
rounds,  nine  were  in  the 
sixties  and  they  earned  him 
$283,000  {about  £184.000)  - 
$23383  per  round,  $342  per 
stroke.  * 

“Faldo  is  so  tough  and  so 
good,”  Dave  Marr.  the  re- 
spected former  player  turned 
television  commentator,  said. 


“Just  look  at  the  way  he  fought 
to  beat  the  cut  last  week.  He 
needed  to  play  his  Last  three 
holes  in  one  under  par  to 
make  it  and  he  did  it  in  two 
under.  It  would  have  been  so 
easy  for  him  to  miss  the  cut 
and  blame  the  weather  or 
something  else  for  his  perfor- 
mance. But  no.  he  tried  like 
hell.  He  has  the  heart  of  a 
lion." 

Much  has  been  made  of  die 
laughing  and  joking  Faldo, 
the  man  whose  television  ad- 
vertisement for  Mizuno  has 
acquired  a cult  following,  the 
man  whom  American  players 
describe  as  “a  fun  guy,  one  of 


the  funniest  men  out  here".  To 
the  Americans.  Faldo  has  been 
a revelation,  appearing  to 
enjoy  himself,  to  be  approach- 
able in  a way  that  be  never 
had  been  in  the  past. 

Actually,  it  is  not  only  to  the 
Americans  that  Faldo  has 
been  a surprise.  Even  those 
who  have  known  him  for 
years  have  been  surprised  at 
how  quickly  he  has  settled 
down  in  the  United  States 
these  past  few  months. 

"The  big  key  to  it  all  has 
been  that  l have  stayed  out 
here.”  Faldo  said.  He  is  rent- 
ing a house  at  Labe  Nona, 
Orlando,  to  which  he  returns 


between  tournaments  and 
which  his  family  fly  out  io  as 
often  as  possible.  Gill,  his 
wife,  and  his  Family  arrive 
tomorrow. 

“I  had  four  weeks  on  the 
West  Coast,  then  two  weeks  off 
when  I spent  time  with  the 
family  and  1 was  able  to 
practise."  Faldo  said  “Being 
at  home  and  trying  to  practise 
in  the  British  winter  would 
have  been  no  good.  I have 
adapted  to  it  well.  Of  course.  I 
miss  things  about  home.  I 
miss  decent  bread,  decent 
cars,  roads  with  curves.  It 
would  be  nice  to  drive  a car 
and  turn  it  rather  than  eer  into 


Devotion  to  duty  shakes  Davies 


LAURA  DAVIES  is  not  a great  one  for 
preparing  for  a golf  tournament  in  orthodox 
fashion  — not  even  an  important  champion- 
ship such  as  the  Nabisco  Dinah  Shore,  which 
starts  at  Mission  Hills  country  dub  in  Palm 
Springs  today  (Palrida  Davies  writes). 

However,  it  was  a professional  commitment 
that  led  the  world  No  I to  travel  from  Arizona 
to  the  neighbouring  stale  of  California  via 
distant  Nashville,  Tennessee — a round  trip  on 
scheduled  flights  that  ended  with  a very 
shaken  frequent  flier  just  glad  to  make  land. 

“ I thought  l was  going  to  die,"  Davies  said  of 
the  last  leg  of  die  trip,  from  Los  Angeles  to 
Palm  Springs,  a short  bop  over  the  snow- 
capped San  Jacinto  mountains.  “It  was  the 


most  scary  flight  I’Ve  had  for  years.  We  came 
over  the  mountains  and  dropped  and  dropped 
again  and  dropped  again.  I don’t  mind  flying, 
but  I don’t  like  turbulence." 

Davies  made  the  trip  because,  as  defending 
champion  of  the  Sara  Lee  Classic,  which  is  in 
Old  Hickory.  Tennessee,  in  May.  she  was 
asked  to  attend  a press  day  and  faced,  sbe  said, 
no  more  than  an  hour  of  interviews — devotion 
above  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty,  even  for 
someone  who  rarely  plays  golf  on  Mondays. 

Last  year,  the  Dinah  Shore  was  one  that  got 
away  from  Davies.  She  three-putted  the  last 
and  lost  by  a shot  to  Donna  Andrews.  Helen 
Alfredsson.  the  Swede  who  won  in  1993, 
remains  the  only  European  winner. 


it  and  just  point  it  in  me 
direction  you  want  to  go. 

“It's  been  tough  for  Gill  and 
the  kids,"  Faldo  continued. 
“She  has  to  deal  with  all  the 
questions  from  the  kids.  1 
think  she  would  like  an  easier 
option."  One  option  is  that 
Faldo  might  move  lock,  stock 
and  barrel  to  the  United 
States.  He  has  hinted  at  this 
lately  and  wfl]  consider  it 
when  he  reviews  the  year  in 
the  autumn.  He  will  make  a 
flying  visir  to  Britain  to  com- 
pete'm  the  Volvo  PGA  at 
Wentworth  and  then  may  not 
return  again  until  just  before 
the  Open.  In  other  words,  he 
will  have  played  once  in 
Europe  by  mid-summer. 

The  Players’  Champion- 
ship, which  starts  today,  is 
striving  to  become  a major 
championship.  This  is  a title 
that  cannot  be  bestowed  but  is 
earned  bv  longevity,  impar- 
lance and'  a number  of  other 
attributes.  On  one  score,  the 
quality  of  the  field,  it  is  doing 
well,  it  has  the  third  strongest 
field  of  any  event  in  recent 
times.  It  has  46  of  the  top  50 
players  in  the  Sony  world 
rankings,  the  past  eight  Open 
champions,  the  past  seven  US 
Open  champions,  the  top  six 
from  the  European  tour  and  12 
Europeans  in  ail. 


Bonetat  ushers  Nicol 
to  first-round  exit 


Sri  Lanka  win  first 
overseas  Test  series 


By  Colin  McQuillan 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 
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PETER  NICOL,  the  Scottish 
champion,  was  unexpectedly 
defeated  by  Julien  Bonetat.  of 
Ftance.  a qualifier  who  shares 
both  his  coach  and  his  train- 
ing facilities,  in  the  first  round 
of  the  Leekes  British  Open 
squash  championships  at  the 
Cardiff  International  Arena 
yesterday. 

Bonetat  transferred  late  last 
year  frran  his  Paris  base  to  the 
training  camp  built  around 
Nicol  m London  by  Neil 
Harvey,  the  former  England 
captain,  in  the  hope  of  improv- 
ing on  his  ranking  of  No  27  in 
the  world. 

He  drew  understandably 
grudging  applause  from  his 
new  coach  for  ousting  the  21- 
yearold  Scot  15-14, 3-15, 17-15, 
L5-8  in  56  minutes.  “Julien  has 
applied  himself  to  our  new 
programme  with  great  disci- 
pline,” Harvey  acknowledged. 
“He  played  brilliantly  at  the 
start  and  the  finish  against 


Peter  who,  to  be  fair,  is  still 
lacking  a bit  of  match  fitness 
from  a long  tonsillitis  bout 
earlier  in  the  year.” 

Nicol  was  unlucky  to  lose 
the  first  game  to  a penalty 
stroke,  after  fighting  back 
from  12-5  down  to  a single 
point  tie-break  bravely  called 
by  Bonetat  “Things  might 
have  developed  differently  if 
that  point  had  gone  the  other 
way."  Nicol  said. 

Indeed,  misfortune  was  al- 
lied regularly  to  unease  as 
Nicol.  having  dominated  the 
second  game  in  just  three 
high-paced  hands,  allowed 
three  game  points  to  disap- 
pear in  tinned  errors  at  the 
end  of  the  third  and  virtually 
gave  up  hope  when,  at  9-6  in 
the  fourth,  a drive  from 
Bonetat  struck  a protruding 
wall  panel  and  hopped  over 
his  racket 

Results,  page  37 


THE  Sri  Lankan  cricketers 
won  their  first  Test  series 
abroad  yesterday  by  drawing 
the  second  game  of  the  two- 
match  series  against  New 
Zealand  at  Carisbrook. 

Beaten  by  241  runs  in  the 
first  match.  New  Zealand 
were  looking  to  make  the 
running  and  end  a miserable 
summer  on  a bright  note,  but 
they  failed  as  Sri  Lanka  bat- 
tered their  ineffectual  bowling 
to  finish  their  second  innings 
on  4ii.  with  an  overall  lead  of 
337  runs. 

SRI  LANKA:  Fret  hninae233  (WPU  JC 
Was  51). 

Second  Innings 

A P Guruariha  b Su"a 127 

DSanamwomattwbSu'a 6 

S feretuiga  c Parare  b Paid  23 

P A de  SWa  cMunayb  Patel -.13 

HPTfekarome  c Munay  b Patel 108 

•A  Ftenatunga  c Paicne  b Larson 90 

tC  Dunudnaha  e Harrmg  b Pmai  . ....  11 
w p u J C Vaas c Poors b Waknstey  ...3 
P WctarfnasJn^o  c Pawn  b Wfetmstoy ...  9 

MMuraOiOaniunnA  .7 

R Pushpatunara  not  out  ..  i 

Extras  (bB.b5.nb3)  - - ™14 

Tata!  — 4ii 


FALL  OF  WICKETS:  1-11. 2-63, 3D1. 4-273, 
5-295,  6-344,  7-355,  6-377,  9-105 
BOWLING:  WaJmstev  38-6- 121-2;  Rale)  57 
20-96-*;  Su'a  2WWS7-2;  Pringte  22-6-55-0: 
Larsen  25  4-14-31-1. 

NEW  ZEALAND:  Fits  Innings  307  (B  A 
Young  B4.  S P Ftenvu  66,  DN  Patel  52; 
W P U J C Vaas  6 lot  87). 

Second  (rmmngs 

B Young  not  out 0 

D Murray  not  out  — — — 0 

Total  {for  0 mM) . . 0 

BOWUNQ  C Vaas  01-0-0-0. 

Match  drawn. 

□ Mark  Ramprakash,  Glen 
Chappie  and  the  bulk  of  the 
England  A squad  that  per- 
formed so  successfully  in  In- 
dia during  the  winter,  where 
they  won  the  A-Test  series  3-0, 
have  been  selected  for  the 
English  season’s  curtain  rais- 
er, a four-day  match  at  Edg- 
baston  against  Warwickshire, 
which  begins  on  April  18. 

ENGLAND  A:AF  WeDs  (Sussex,  captain), 
G Chappie  (Lanradws).  D G Cork 


Nbcon  (LdcesteralW).  M M Patel  (Kant),  M 
R Ramprakash  (MadJasoc).  R D Stomp 
(YarkstwB).  M P Vaughan  (Yorkshlrpl.  P N 
Mfeekes  (Mddesenj. 


and  minds. 


FM  Stereo.  4.00am  Brurr?  Brookes  6-30 
Store  V.'ngh;  9.00  Sman  Mayo  12-00 
Lsa  FAnson.  inciting  31  12-30- 
12.45pm  Newstea;  2-00  N'^yCamp- 
i»T  4.00  CEve  Warren.  esfadtag  at  5D0- 
5-45  Newsbeat  7.00  Ewrirg  Session 
900  Soundbite  Louse  .\erer  of  Sfcep- 
v.  reveals  She  sore  that  eftanjed  her  We 
10.00  Mark  RadctiWe  12-00-4 .00am 

Lr-n  Persons 


FM  Stereo  6.00am  Marrr.  kelner  6.1  S 
=£Lse  lor  Though  7.30  Sarah  Kennedy 
9.15  Passe  tar  Thought  9-30  Ken  Bruce 
11-30  Jimmy  lours  2.00pm  Ghana 
Hurn.'.crd  3D0  Ed  Sto-vsl  5.05  John 
Cwtr  TOO  Marc  Blake’s  iVhrsng  tar 
Ers’-are!  7.30  Man  9D0  Paul 

Jones  10.00  Brash  Country  10  JO  The 
Jamescrs  l2-05sm  Ctf.n  Berry,  wmn 
f.'-sh:  Ffcde  3jOO  Adrian  Fmighan 


RADIO  5 LIVE 


5.00am  Mcmmg  Feccns  6.00  The 
Breakfast  Programme,  indudmg  at  555 
and  7.55  Racing  Preview  535  The 
Magazine,  including  at  9.40  Film  Re- 
view,- 1535  eurarews  11.00  Gut 
P-aataxr.  12D0  Midday  vrth  Mair 
245pm  fiuscoe  on  Five,  including  at 
3.15  Prms  Minster's  Question  Tine 
4DQ  John  imercsie  Nationwide  7 DO 
News  Extra  incIucSng  at  7.20  sport  7D5 
Women  on  Top  535  Chns  Rea  Goes 
.n>c  Greyhound  Racing  9.05 
SpasAmenca  10-QS  News  Talk,  with 
Pa'ji  Rayr.clds  1 1 DO  Nght  Extra,  metud- 
at  11 A5  The  Fxanoai  World  Tonight 
lZD5am  Night  Moves  2D5  Up  All 


TALK  RADIO 


EDOam  Usance  Dee.  Carol  McGiffin 
1500  Scot:  Cbshor-.  IDOpm  Anna 
F&aixir  3.00  Tommy  7.00 

Samanna  Meat).  Sean  Bolger  10DO 
Zeess:  UOOam  At  Ka?/ 


6D0am  Open  Universfty;  Modem 
Literature.  Home  ana  Abroad 
6L55  Weather 

7.00  On  All*  Bach  (Brandenburg 
Concerto  No  2 m F). 
Mendelssohn  (Prelude  and 
Fugue  in  E minor.  Op  35  No 
1):  Dvofak  (Overture: 
Carnival):  Elgar  (Pomp  and 
Circumstance  March  No  4); 
8.10  Scngbook  Series-  Wait: 
&32  Quartet  CoBection  : 
Haydn 

9.00  Composer  of  the  Week: 
Carver  The  Sixteen  sngs 
Mtssadum  Sacrum 
Mystenum  a JO 

9A5  Musical  Encounters:  Dvof^k 
(Legend  No  6 in  C sharp 
minor);  10D0  Artis!  of  the 
Week:  Marie-Gaie  Alain, 
organ.  Jehan  Alain  {Trois 
danses):  10^0  Maces  and 
VSots:  BBC  Singers  under  Bo 
Holten;  Rose  Consort  of  Vtals: 
10.45  Geoflrey  Bush  (Trio); 
Ante  (Tno  Sonata  in  E minor. 
Op  3 No  7):  Mendelssohn 

12JKJ  Ensemble:  Mosalques 
Quartet  performs  Schubert; 
Mendelssohn  (r) 

1.00pm  The  Boston  Romantics: 

Including  Charles  Martin 
Loelfler.  Arthur  Foote 
SLOO  Schools:  Radio  Q and  A 2.05 
In  the  News  2^5  Something 
to  Think  About:  Infant 
Assembles  2^10  Musk; 
Workshop:  Muse  Course  3 
Orpheus 

3.00  Eiuopean  Community 
Banague  Orchestra  under 
Roy  Goodman.  Bach 
(Sinfoma  Cantata  No  209: 

Non  sa  che  sia  dotare): 
PachetMl  (Canon  and  GIgua 
in  D);  Vivatts  /Concerto 
grosso  in  D,  Op  3 No  t. 


555am  Shipping  Forecast  6D0 
News  Briefing  Inci  Weather 
6.10  Farming  Today  6D5 
Prayer  far  the  Day  &30  Today 

Inci  7 DO,  7.30,  8D0,  8D0 
News  7D5.  8D5  Sport  7.45 
Thought  far  the  Day  RAO 
Yesterday  in  Partement  8J58 
Weather 

9-00  News  9.05  The  Moral  Maze: 

Michael  Buerk,  Tmgs 
coiummst  Janet  Daley,  Rabbi 
Hugo  Gryn,  Edward  Peace 
and  Dr  David  Starkey 
10DO-1ODO  News;  After  Eden 
(Rl  only):  Rfth  of  a six-part 
drama  series  about  a woman 
priest 

10D0  Dally  Service  (LW  only) 

10.15  Something  Understood  (LW 

only):  Pure  and  Endless  Light, 
a new  spiritual  anthology 
10.30  Woman's  Hour,  introduced 
by  Jemi  Murray.  Serial:  The 
Normal  Man  (6/8} 

1 IDO  From  Our  Own 


Peter  Davafle 


WORLD  SERVICE 


AU  times  in  GMT.  4D0am  BBC  Engteh- 

4.45  Fnihmagaan  5.00  Newshow  6D0 
Morganmagazin  6D0  Europe  Today 

7.00  News  7.15  The  Inseparable  Twins 
7J30  Network  UK  BJ»  News  aiO 
Words  ol  Faith  8.15  Good  Books  &3Q 
John  Peel  9.00  News  9D5  Busmes3 
Report  9.15  From  Our  Own  Corres- 
pondent 9 DO  Farming  World  &45  Sport 

10.00  News  10D1  Assignmem  10DO 
Quote  Unquote  1TD0  Newsdeak  11.15 
me  English  11-45  Mtiagsmagazn 

12.00  News  12-1  Opm  Words  ol  Foth 
12.15  Multitrack  12-45  Sports  Roundup 
1.00.  News  2-05  Outlook  2D0  The 
inseparable  Twins  2j45  The  Learning 
world  3.00  News  3.15  Seenffeld 
Collection  4D0  News  4.15  BSC  English 
430  Heute  AJaueS  5.00  Wbdd  News 
5D5  Business  Report  5.15  BBC  EngBsh 

6.00  New3desk  6 DO  HaJe  Aktuefl  7 DO 
News  7.05  OuboOk  7J30  On  1 he  Mora. 

7.45  Faming  World  8JU  News  9.10 
Words  of  Faith  8.15  The  World  Today 
8DO  E lb  ope  Today  9-00  News  10-05 
Business  Report  10.15  Network  UK 

10.45  Sports  Roundup  11-00  Newsdesk 
11  DO  Quote  Unquote  12D0  News 
12.150m  Musk  ReMew  1 XO  News  IDS 
Outlook  IDO  On  the  Move  1.45  Global 
Concerns  2.00  Newsdesk  2-30  a 
History  of  the  Novel  in  Sbc  Chapters  3DO 
News  3-15  Sports  RocndupDDO  Focus 
on  Faith  4D0  Newsdesk 


CLASSIC  FM 


6.00am  Nick  Badey  9D0  Henry  Kefiy 

12.00  Susannah  Simons  2-OOptn 
Unchbne  Concerto  300  Jamie  Crick 

6.00  Classic  Reports  7.00  The  Travel 
Guide  8D0  Evening  Concert  ItLDO 
NSchael  Mappln  IDOam  Robert  Boctti 


6.00am  RussWjono  9DO  Rtohafa 
Skinner  12D0  Graham  Dene  4D0pm 
Wendy  Uoyd  7D0  Rai  Coyte  11-00 
t*ck  Abbot  ZMamJaneylae  Grace 


L’estro  armonico):  Tetemarm 
(Concerto  m E minor  far  Bute 
and  recorder}, ■ 340  Untervat 
Simon  CaDow  reads  excerpts 
■tom  Telemann's 
autobiography  (rt:  3J50 
Albinoni  (Ctooe  Concerto  in  D 
nrtinor.  Op  9 No  2);  Cflpel 
Bond  (Concerto  grosso  No  6 
in  G minor);  Bach,  an 
Goodman  (Concerto  in  D for 
flute,  oboe  and  vtoln,  from 
Concerto  far  three  violins) 
4.40  Quasi  una  fantasia: 

Beethoven  (Piano  Sonata  in  E 
flat  Op  27  Not) 

5.00  The  Music  Machine:  Tommy 
Pearson  talks  to  Tanto 
Tikaram 

5.15  in  Tune:  With  David  Owen 
Norris. 

7D0  BBC  InvftaUon  Concert 
Christine  Whittlesey,  soprano; 
London  Sinfanfatta  under 
Sakari  Oramo.  James 
MacMillan  (Sinfonietta); 
Benedfd  Mason  (Rfite 
Songs);  8.10  The  Art  of 
Ctohestratton  considered  by 
tvan  Hewett;  8-30  Oliver 
Knussen;  Nicholas  Maw 
9.10  The  Forties:  Catalysts: 
Bernard  Dixon  discusses 
medical  advances 
9D0  The  Ways  at  Zion  Do 
Mourn.  Handel's  anthem 
composed  far  the  funeral  of 
Queen  Caroline 

10.15  Time  and  Changes:  Stan 


Tracey  (3/8)  (r) 

10AS  Mght  Waves:  Cfvistapher 
Cook  reports 

11DO-l2DOam  Voices:  Songs 
about  Paris 

1 DO-2-10  Night  School:  Scene  on 
Radio  — Exploring  Talking  In 
Whispem:  Author  and  Ideas 
IDO  German  16+: 

Deutschlandspiegel 


by  the  Liberal  Democrats 

cases', 

Space:  Tony  Robinson  and 
David  Haig  star  in  CoBn 
Swash's  six-part  space-age 
comedy  about  a fafled 
hqaeker  and  a lunar  timeshare 
gasman  stranded  on  a 
friendly  alien  planet  Tha 
OWviona  team  to  play  tenr* 

Z"5S  *fewa7-Q5  The  Anrtwre 
7-20  Soundtrack:  Down  and  Out-  • 
ffl  Preston.  Jennifer  Holden 

n^slheresldorasofareght 

_ __  ^beftar  n Preston 

B-00  Analysis:  The  Pursuit  of 
Happiness.  Geoff  Mufean 
why  economic 
growth  does  not  necessarily 


Choice 

9D0  Does  He  Take  Sugar? 


Depth 
(an) 
L U 


Conditions  Runs  to 
Piste  Oftyp  resort 


Wether 
(5pm)  Last 
"C  snow 


AUSTRIA 

SsteJbach 


Ssobach  60  140  good  powder  good  do ud  2 21/3 

fExcefiert  siding  on  wet-prepared  pistes) 

St  Anion  105  450  good  powder  good  fine  -3  21/3 

(Superb  pemder  throughout  Arllxrg) 

FRANCE 

AJped'Huez  210  480  good  varied  good  sun  *10  2XV3 


La  Plagna 


fTALY 

Cetvinia 


210  480  good  varied  good  sun  *10  2<V3 

(Excoflars  swing  everywhere) 

230  420  good  varied  good  fine  -4  20/3 

(Good  sfSno:  powder  stffl  avaDabte) 

95  340  good  varied  gcxxl  fine  2 20/3 

(Wondertul  skiing  on  w&R-prOpared  pistes;  no  queues) 


Cetvinia  90  400  good  heavy  good  sun  1 2Q/3 

f&cdtenf  spring  skwig;  sumy  stoos,  no  wind) 

SWITZERLAND 

C Montana  120  320  good  good  good  One  -8  21/3 

(Faufttess.  firsf-dass  swing  ev&ywhere) 

Source:  Sid  Oub  of  Great  Britain.  L - tower  dopes;  U - upper,  art  - artifidaL 


Answers  from  page  36 
AXONOST 

Fro?:  tilt  Greek  coon  an^^+^eon  a bone.  “Mcdw;  fins  are  rods  of 
cartilage,  each  segmented  farto  three  pieces.  The  outer  (distal)  dement  is 
termed  a baseott,  the  inner  (proximal)  dement  an  axonosL" 

CANK 

(c)  The  name  in  the  former  Midland  coalfields  fora  hard  fenuginotis 
sandstone  aisa  cankstonc,  local  dialect  “Some  Jess  regular  sandstone 
beds,  oiled  Cankstone.  approach  very  nearly  to  the  nature  of  the 
ganister  or  cafliard  rocks  of  the  coal  strata.*' 

El/COMIS 

(b)  A plant  of  die  lifiaceons  genus  so  aamed.  comprising  certain 
bulbous  plants  native  to  southern  and  tropical  Africa,  tetog  a crown 
of  large  tones  on  the  floceerspifae.  from  the  Greefe  eukomes  fiurhaued, 
beanufuHieaded,  eu  fair  * korrti  hair. 

Bl  LIKEN 

(a)  A snag,  squat,  smiling  figure  used  asa  mascot  probably  from  bitty* 
-fen.  P.CLWodehonse.  Man  Upstairs,  19M:  *TVhm  too  smd  a ^rl  three 
bouquets,  a braedet,  and  a gold  biliken  with  ruby  eyes,  yon  do  ml 
expect  an  entire  absence  of  recognition.” 

SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE  ~ 

1,  Rh8*!  KxhS;  2.  Nf7+  Rxf7: 3,  Qxd8*  and  While  wins  easily  on  material 


aaSSaaw  ■ 
sssftrstis.ea&  MsESSst 

4.00  News  4JS  KaMdoscop«: 

Paul  Aflen's  shjSoajwtfe  5,16  romantic 

the  author  Mat»iArtre?fflid 

there  are  reviews  of  Borders 
ofPamrtse,  playing  at  11DO 

Watford  v 11,30  (FM 

4A5  9»rt  Starr.  Cursod  to  Eat 

Bread,  written  and  read  by  fo 

SJoSuSfh^Lowfeand  12^W^!?.2«8^Sf7  " 

-was- — £ssa; 

RADIO  Is  FM  97.&99J.  RADIO  2:  FM^aano  um  - 
92.4.  RADIO  4:  198kHz/1515m; 

693kHzM33m;  909kH»330m.  LONDON  RATHn-  ^ * 

97D.  CAPITAL:  154ffi<Lb/194re;  nKl-  oS.  U53itefflfi1rn:  ™ 
SERVICE:  MW  648kHz/403m.  CuSSc  WORLD 

MW- 121 5,  1197.  1242  kHz.  TALKR^S  WfiGMr 

compiled  by  Pater  Dear  and  GmSTlifiSy1089’  10S3kM*U**»fl* 


cyts,  yon  do  ml 


gr«‘  ’5 


10.00 

12.00  ' 
,jj|Ne«»5 r" 1,1 " 

I^Ne-sTK.^  _ 
1J0Gc*5‘"i:  : 


3,50  jackal  =•■’ 

4DD?5S-a-  --- 

425  A?,  ra  - •’ 

5jjONpaV7J'^ 

5J5  Neigh'S 
Ireland  ■ 

tflONevrsanS  ht'.trf 
BJO  ReS'Cri  “««»« 

Ireland  ’ . " 

.Vacs 

7J»Topcfflie  =ta« 


Davti  c-.j- . 

7-30  East  End  e:s  ■ 

:1 1 

8.00 Animal  Has:;z 

BDO  Crown  Prsser  ■■■ 

9.00  Parly  Poi-sa. 

Dwiocras  ; 

9-05  Nine  O Cfac,  _ 

9,35 

^025  Question  T?,':®  - 
;rc-^  .* 

Sg?  >*•;-  ■=.- 

ite'T.i — : 

Wales 

(?53ci:  : V-:.  •• 

Film  - 

- - 

1J»*W 1*,^. 


i j 


TELEVISION  39 


nd  move 


i ll  changes 


SiHna*  ahead 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  23  1995 


Soundbites,  gay  dogs  and  jumping  fleas 


One  of  the  more  mystifying 
aspects  of  nor  drinking 
much  alcohol  is  that  even 
so  i sometimes  lurch  away  from 
the  television  in  the  kind  of 
hallucinogenic  state  normally  as- 
sociated with  the  devil  of  a thrash. 

What  else  can  explain  a head 
swimming  with  mites  that  live  in  a 
butterfly's  ear.  fleas  that  can  jump 
30.000  times  without  pause,  a 
media  circus  that  lives  in  the  body 
politic  and  a man  who  inhabits 
two  worlds  every  week? 

No  wonder  The  Times  has  its 
own  doctor  and  if  Thomas 
Srunaford  is  reading  this,  perhaps 
he  could  meet  me  at  the  end  of  this 
column  with  a hypodermic  full  of 
something  calming. 

Meantime,  the  last  shall  be  first: 
last  night’s  Modern  Times  (B6C2J 
was  called  Weekenders  and  I 
approached  it  with  some  dread. 
Here  we  go  again,  the  awful  media 
obsession  with  town  versus  coun- 
try once  more  offering  the  chance 


to  polarise  opinions  and  lambast 
stereotypes.  It  was  not  quite  that 
bad  but  it  was  bad  enough. 

Weekenders  a re  of  cou  rse  people 
who  spend  their  weekends  in  the 
country  and  they  include  a single 
man  with  a dog.  During  the  week, 
in  London,  they  are  called  Ivan 
and  Sasha  respectively  and  they 
drive  aboul  in  a Ferrari.  At  the 
weekends,  ar  his  flat  in  a country 
mansion.  Ivan  calls  himself  Ken, 
his  dog  becomes  Colin  and  his  car 
becomes  a Morris  Minor. 

The  greatest  of  these  injustices  is 
the  one  perpetrated  on  the  dog,  for 
surely  Sasha  is  a female  name  and 
Colin  is  a male  one?  I thought  as 
much.  My  own  dog  is  called  Jasper 
and  lives  in  the  country  bur  when  I 
go  to  town  I do  not  call  him 
Mirabelle  or  Antonia  because  I 
fear  some  kind  of  gender  identity 
crisis  which  could  end  up  with 
him/her  being  named  ai  an  Out- 
Rage!  press  conference. 

Others  in  the  programme  were 


nearer  to  being  normal,  but  they 
were  no  nearer  to  behaving  nor- 
mally. One  couple  lived  at  week- 
ends on  a caravan  site  and 
appeared  to  spend  most  of  their 
time  rehearsing  for  one  of  those 
how-many-people-can-fit-in-a- 
phone-box  competitions. 

They  entertained  roughly  twice 
the  number  of  fellow  caravanners 
who  could  comfortably  fit  around 
a table  and  when  they  were  not 
doing  that  the  same  number  were 
jammed  into  the  site's  sauna:  the 
body  heat  must  have  rendered  the 
steam  redundant  AH  this  in  the 
cause  of  a relaxing  weekend. 

The  saviour  of  the  entire  piece 
was  the  teen  aged  son  of  a 
couple  who  own  a house  by 
a Cotswolds  lake  on  which  60 
horse  power  outboard  engines 
towing  skiers  give  the  place  all  the 
acoustic  calm  of  a lawn  mower 
factory  on  overtime.  The  son. 
public  school  educated,  recounted 


his  first  sight  of  this  estate:  "1 
looked  at  the  rooftops  and  thought, 
very  plebby . . . oh  no,  Eldorado". 

This  lad  had  previously  “never 
spoken"  to  anyone  not  educated  at 
public  school  but  here  found 
himself  meeting  “people  from  all 
over.  Ireland,  Birmingham . . 
Gracious  me,  what  an  alarming 
experience.  But  no:  the  boy  got  to 
like  these  accented  plebs  and  now 
thinks  "it's  fun". 


Two  Teenage  girls  had  more 
mixed  feelings  abou  t their  parents' 
hideaway,  the  calm  of  which  was 
reached  on  a Friday  night  after 
hideous  fights  over  what  luggage 
to  take  arid  whether  anyone  had 
remembered  the  dog  (which  may 
have  hidden  under  a bed  for  fear  of 
tunning  bisexual  in  the  back  of  a 
Morris  Minor). 

One  of  the  girls  loves  the  country 
and  is  regarded  by  her  sister  as 
“sad"  while  the  sad  one  regards 
her  bored  younger  sister  as  "an 
airhead".  There  are  of  course 
people  on  the  planet  who  can  have 
a relaxing  weekend  away  without 
taking  most  of  their  possessions, 
changing  their  names,  traumatis- 
ing their  dogs  or  alienating  their 
children,  but  there  was  little  sign  of 
them  last  night. 

Back  in  London.  Four  Millbank 
is  the  latest  modish  address,  the 
new  home  for  almost  all  the 
television  news  that  is  generated 
by  Parliament  across  the  road. 


Roger  Bolton's  film  for  Dispatches 
(Channel  4)  was  pan  of  the  Whose 
News?  series  and  was  supposed  to 
be  about  news  management. 

Well,  all  right.  I suppose  it  was 
about  news  management,  but 
managing  the  news  is  hardly  a hot 
development  and  nothing  here 
gave  cause  for  further  concern. 
The  incidentals  tended  to  be  more 
interesting  titan  the  broad  points: 
apparently  Teresa  Gorman 
spends  so  much  time  talking  to  a 
camera  she  has  become  known  as 
the  MP  for  Millbank. 

Bolton  spent  some  useful 
time  rat  the  increasing  use 
of  video  news  releases,  in 
whicb  organisations  with  their 
own  axe  to  grind  offer  ready-made 
video  tapes  of  supposed  news 
events.  But  that  is  not  the  problem: 
the  problem  arises  when  editing 
becomes  lazy  and  journalists  cease 
to  plough  their  own  furrow'. 

But  when  they  do.  are  they 


generating  more  heat  than  light? 
Robin  Oakley,  the  political  editor 
of  the  BBC  (and  a former  colleague 
on  this  newspaper),  admitted  that 
with  limited  time  it  was  often  only 
possible  to  give  two  extreme  views 
on  a particular  issue,  a trait  for 
which  both  the  BBC  and  ITV  are 
notorious.  The  mainstream  is  the 
principal  engine  of  polity,  yet  the 
loudest  motors  are  the  auxiliaries 
on  the  fringe. 

Which  leaves  brief  space  for 
Miriam  Rothschild,  the  scientist 
and  naturalist  since  childhood. 
Her  contribution  to  the  BBC’s 
Science  Week  was  to  open  a series 
called  Seven  Wonders  of  the 
World  (BBC2)  by  naming  as  her 
own  wonders  the  jump  of  the  flea 
and  the  ear  mite,  which  lives  inside 
one  ear  of  the  garden  tiger  moth. 
And  only  ever  inside  one  ear,  not 
the  other.  How  does  h get  there? 
By  walking  up  the  tongue,  possi- 
bly. A little  gem  of  a programme. 
Now  where's  that  syringe? 


BBC1 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (77772}  7.00  BBC 
Breakfast  News  (95806878)  9.05Ki!roy  (s) 
(5957149) 

10.00  News  (Ceefax).  regional  news  and  weather 
(7335830)  10.05  EastEnders  — The  Early  Days 
(r)  (Ceelax)  (8342033) 

10.35  Good  Morning  with  Anne  and  Nick  (s)  (7694897) 

12.00  News;  Regional  News  and  Weather;  Weather 

(Ceelax)  (1100588)  1 2.05pm  Pebble  Mill 

presented  by  Alan  Titchmarsh  (s)  (7969101) 
12.55  Regional  News  and  Weather  (15509507) 

1.00  News  and  Weather  (Ceefax)  (68472) 

1.30  Neighbours,  (s)  (Ceelax)  (77246781) 

1-50  Going  for  Gold  (s)  (77257897) 

2.15  FILM:  Hollywood  or  Bust  (1956).  Dean  Marlin  and 
Jerry  Lewis  are  friends  who  win  a car  in  a 
sweepstake.. Directed  by  Frank  Tashlin  1551762) 

3-50  Jaekanoiy:  BiHy  Pink’s  Private  Detective 
Agency  narrated  by  Sean  McKenzie  (s)  (8526675) 
4.00  Robinson  Sucroe  (Ceefax)  (9753472) 
4J25  Animal  Hospital  with  Rolf  Harris  (s)  (4907656) 
4.35  Mud  (s)  (Ceefax)  (1238491) 

5.00'Nswsround  (2933675)  5.05  Blue  Peter  (s) 
(Ceefax)  (6739323) 

5.35  Neighbours  (r)  (s)  (Ceefax)  (568168)  Northern 
Ireland  Inside  Ulster  (5681 6B) 

BiX)  News  and  Weather  (Ceelax)  (859) 

EL30  Regional  news  magazines  (43 9)  Northern 
Ireland  Neighbours  (439)  Inside  Ulster  News 
(596304)  Wales  Wales  Today  (439) 

7.00  Top  of  the  Pops  (sj  (Ceefax)  (2946) 


David  Roper  and  Susan  Tully  (7.30pm) 


7.30  EestEnders.  Michefle  has  an  answer  for  Geoff,  (s) 
(Ceelax)  (323) 

B.00  Animal  Hospital  Week.  A special  Science  Week 
edition,  (s)  (Ceefax)  (1694) 

8.30  Crown  Prosecutor  (s)  (6471} 


9.00  Party  Political  Broadcast  by  the  Liberal 
Democrats  (Ceefax)  (442878) 

9.05  Nine  O’clock  News;  Regional  News;  Weather 

(Ceefax)  (840236) 


Jobs  for  the  Girls 

(s)  (Ceefax)  (585641) 


10.25  Question  Time  David  Dimbteby  chairs  the  debale 
from  Glasgow.  The  guests  are  MPs  Ian  Lang. 
Margaret  Ewing.  Donald  Dewar  and  Ray  Mrtchie 
(654859)  Northern  Ireland  Spotlight  (431897) 
10  55  Question  Time  (367946)  11.55  Inside  Ulster 
News  (940878)  12  00  Cagney  and  Lacey  (5729908) 
Wales  The  Slate  (393236)  11.05  Question  Time 
(955385)  12.05  Cagney  and  Lacey  (5728279)  12.50 
FILM;  Skin  Game  (339163)  2.30  News  Headlines; 
Weather  (3965076) 

11 .25  Cagney  and  Lacey.  A seemingly  insignificant  case 
theatens  lo  turn  into  a major  investigation,  (r) 
(Ceefax)  (238255) 

12.10am  FILM:  Skbi  Game  (1971)  Two  conmen  pose  as 
master  and  slave.  Starring  James  Gamer.  Lou 
Gossea  and  Ed  Asner.  Directed  by  Paul  Bogan. 
(Ceefax)  (752705) 

1 J90  Weather  (634081 T) 


BBC2 


6.20am  Open  University:  Biology  Form  and  Function 
(7816526)  6.45  Organic  Chemistry  (2662410) 
7.10  Animal  Behaviour  (5952656)  7.35  Drifting 
Continents  (5555781)  8 Breakfast  News 
(Signed  and  Ceefax)  (6229491)  8.15  Westminster 
On-Line  with  Andrew  Nell  is)  (471 7014) 

9.00  Square  One  TV  (5012236)  920  Mathsphere  (s) 

(5092472)  9.40  You  mid  Me  (subtitles]  (sj 
(9794762)  9.45  Come  Outside  (s)  (5173217) 
10.00  Ptaydays  (r)  (s)  (8360439)  - - 

10.25  Teaching  Today  (B383526)  Northern  Ireland 
Study  Ireland 

10.55  Watch:  Homes  across  Europe  (s)  (Ceefax). 
(4419588)  11.10  Healths  2 (S)  (6434897) 

Northern  Ireland  Ceefax  pages  (s) 
11  JO  Landmarks:  Pakistan  and  Rs  People  (sj: 
(Ceefax)  (9823830)  T1.50  Mad  About  Music  (s) 
(4662507)  12.10pm  Short  Circuit  (5612946) 
12.30  Working  Lunch  (36236)  1-00  Lifeschool 
(s)  (5756521 7).  1.25  History  File  (s)  ■ (87269859) 
1.45  Children'*  TV  . 

3.00  News;  Weather;  Westminster  with  Nick  Ross 

(Ceefax)  (4835323) 

3.50  News;  Weather;  Regional  News  and  Weather 
(Ceelax)  (8524217)  4.00  Today’s  the  Day  (s)  (192) 
4.30 Ready, -Steady,  Cook  (s)  (236)  SJOpThe 
Oprah  Winfrey  Show  (s)  (Ceefax)  (3610878) 
5.40  Glynn  Christian’s  Entertaining  Microwave 

(r)  (528675)  6.00  Quantum  Leap  (r)  (s)  (Ceefax) 

(457410)  ..  ■ 

6.45  They  Who  Dare  (s)  (Ceefax)  (307025) 

7.00  Waiting  for  God.  (r)  <s)  (Ceefax)  (1546) 

7.30  Regional  programmes  (965)  Northern  Ireland 
Sceal  Dha  Chistm,  followed  by.  Country  Trnes  (R) 

8.00  A Little  Local  Difficulty:  The  Joint’s  Not  Jumpin’ 

(s)  (Ceefax)  (9236) . 

8JJ0  Top  Gear  (s)  (Ceefax)  (8743)  ' 

9.00  The  Glam  Metal  Detectives.  (Ceefax)  (5491) 


Ho  Chi  Minh  was  America's  ally  (9 .30pm) 


Tlmewatch 

(si  (Ceefax)  (497912) 


10.20  Russian  Wonderland  (742675) 


* 


10.30  Party  Political  Broadcast  by  the  Liberal 
Democrats  (Subtitled)  (644762) 


10.35  Newsnight  (Ceelax)  (605743)  11-20  Late  Review 
Is)  (583217)  12.00  Weatherview  (5887724) 

12.05am  Open  View  (s)  (5886095)  12.10  The 
Chemistry  of  Almost  Everything  (9805502) 
1JL35  The  Record  (s)  (4112279).  Ends  at  1.05 


4.00  BBC  Select:  The  Hitachi  Royal  Institution 
Discourse  (43163).  Ends  at  5.00 


5.30  RCN  Nursing  Update  (r)  (34434) 


VfdaoPItn-t  and  tha  Video  PtusCodoo 

The  iximMrf  nwt  to  «cn  TV  piogramnw  ta-ng  3^  v-ceo  PisGooe" 
numbers.  wtwh  atowyoj  to  pregramme  w wdw  reconJa  naanry  wm 
aVUeoPXB-'  rancaet  voeofxe-  can  u uaec  mas  tons  Tapm 
Hie  Video  PwsCocto  lor  (he  erogramme  ycu  wsh  to  mean  P-t  mere 
Palate  cad  Vn»:iPius  on  G&»  leans  cos!  36o,irm  cnesc  cam. 

46ftTtunaiomef  wnasicir  wn®  10  Viaeicr^t*  Arams,  Lie  5 way  Hum 
Plantation  Whari.  London  swu  3TN  lAowpius-  t“t  PiuMCda  l'i  ara 
vaeo  Frogrtrnnv,  art)  Vaoemsrt-s  oi  Gemsu  DeveBpmtfU  US 


t y;:CftOfcE-" 

Timewatdi:  Unde  Ho  and  Unde  Sam 
BBC2, 930pm 

Two  Vietnam  War  anniversaries  — 40  years  since  the 
American  troops  went  in.  20  years  since  Saigon  fell  — 
are  the  cue  for  an  ironic  prologue  to  the  conflict  which 
begins  in  May  1945.  Vietnam  is- occupied  by  the 
Japanese  and  American  forces  are  determined  to 
dislodge  them.  Who  should  the  Americans  choose  as 
an  ally-  than  Ho  Chi-Mink,  the  Moscow-trained 
Communist  later  to  be  reviled  as  an  enemy  of  the  free 
world?  A bargain  is  struck.  Ho  is  to  supply  intelligence 
about  Japanese  troop  movements,  while  the 
Americans  will  arm  and  train  Hb*s  guerillas.  The 
alliance  soon  crumbles  but  not  before  Ho  is 
prod  aimed  as  Vietnam's  president.  Survivors  help  to 
reconstruct  an  extraordinary  episode. 

Naked  News:  The  Tycoon: 

Channel  4, 9/J0pm 

A four-part  series  on  the  American,  media  opens  with  a 
profile  of  Ted  Turner  and  his  Cable  News  Network. 
Given  Turhert  outsize  personality  and  the  flamboyant 
nature  of  his: operation,  there  is  much  gripping 
material.  One. of  Turner’s  aides  says  he  lives  on  the 
edge  of  genius  and  craziness.  Turners  genius  lies  in 
believing  his  own  absurd  claims.  Having  helped  to 
end  the  Cold  War,  he  is  now  busy  saving  the  world.  He 
alone  has  a plan  for  ending  hunger,  cleaning  up  the 
environment  and  promoting  peace.  Much  acclaimed 
for  its  coverage  of  the  Gulf  War,  when  it  had  reporters 
in  the  all  the  right  places,  CNN  is  now  fighting  for 
viewers.  Undaunted.  Turner  pursues  his  latest  scoop, 
ah  Interview  with  the  elusive  Fidel  Castro. 

Animal  Detectives 
IlV.SJOpm- 

A seven-part  series  features  the  undercover  agents  pt' 
the  Environmental  Investigation*  Agency,  as  they 
fearlessly  expose  the  illegal  and  barbaric  trade  in  wild 
animals.  Armed  only  with  hidden  cameras  and 
microphones.  Dave  Currey.  Peter  Kinghts  and 
Rebecca  Chen  travel  to  Vietnam.  Pbsing  as  dealers, 
they  reveal  how  wild  monkeys  are  rounded  up  and 
sola  by  the  thousands  for  laboratory  experiments  in 
Europe  and  the  United  States.  Monkeys  are  also 
supplied  to  Vietnamese  restaurants,  which  offer  their 
brains,  dipped  in  vinegar,  as  a tasty  dish  for  those  able  1 
to  afford  £80  a time.  Bears’  paws  are  another  delicacy.  . 
Whh  animals  rights  protests  enjoying  a high  profile, 
the  series  could  not  be  more  timely. 


Qulrke,  Garrett  and  Robson  (BBC1, 9.30pm) 


Jobs  For  the  Girls 
BBC],  930pm 

As  far  as  singing  goes,  you  would  guess  that  Pauline 
Quirke  and  Linda  Robson  would  be  happiest  belting 
out  Knees  Up  Mother  Brown  in  the  saloon  bar  of  a 
crowded  pub.  The  programme  does  nothing  to  modify 
this  impression  as  they  prepare  for  a different 
challenge,  to  perform  Rule  Britannia  before  an 
audience  of  9.000  at  an  open-air  concert  in  north 
London.  As  if  that  was  not  ordeal  enough,  they  will  be 
sharing  the  platform  with  a real  singer,  Lesley  Garrett. 
Garrett’s  observation  that  good  voices  are  bom  and 
not  made  takes  on  greater  force  as  the  pair  croak  and 
giggle  their  way  through  the  verses.  Among  those 
offering  advice  are  Michael  Crawford.  Dame  Kiri  Te 
Kanawa  and  Sir  Edward  Heath.  Peter  Waymarfc 


CARLTON 


6.00  GMTV  (7308385) 

9.25  Chain  Letters  (s)  (3743217)  9.55  London  Today 
(Teletext)  and  weather  (8347588) 

10.00  The  Time ...  the  Place  (s)  (7472168) 

1035  This  Morning  (26039439)  12.20  London  Today 
(Teletext)  and  weather  (1 1 99472) 

1Z3Q  News  (Teletext)  and  weather  (2678255) 

12JS5  Emmerdale  (r).  (Teletext)  (2653946)  1.25  Home 
and  Away  (Teletext)  (57550762) 

1.55  Vanessa  (Teletext)  (s)  (35430255)  225  A Country  • 
Practice  (s)  (74207236)  2.50  Gardeners'  Diary. 
John  Ravenscroft  with  seasonal  advice  (771 8410)  1 
3J20ITN  News  headlines  (Teletext)  (6554149)  325 
London  Today  (Teletext)  and  weattiet  (6546120) 

3.30  The  Rkldlers  (r)  (2628439)  3 AO  Wizadora  (r)  (s) 
(8522859)  350  Rupert  (r)  (5348025)  4.15 
Anlmantacs  (Teletext)  (s)  (6968946)  4j40  Fan 
House.  (Teletext)  (s)  (9592033) 

5.10  After  5 with  Caron  Keating.  (Teletext)  (6723762) 

5 AO  News  (Teletext)  and  weather  (801410)  5.55  Your  - 
Shout  (388052) 

6.00  Home  and  Away  (r).  (T elelext)  (255) 

6.30  London  Tonight  with  Alastair  Stewart  and  Fiona 
Foster.  (Teletext)  (507) 

7.00  Emnierdale.  (Teletext)  (7014) 

7.30  3-0  presented  by  Julia  Somerville.  This  week's  . 

. edition  includes  an  investigation  into  ths  problem  of . 

compulsive  shopping  (s)  (491) 


Trouble  for  WPC  Polly  Page  (8.00pm) 


ftJMThe  Bill:  Stopping  Time.  Polly  Page  must  find  a 
hit-and-run  driver.  (Teletext)  (6762) 

&30  Animal  Detectives:  Monkeys. 

rcMra  (Teletext)  (s)  (5897) 

9.00  Chiller  Toby.  A pregnant  woman  loses  her  baby  in 
a car  crash.  However,  when  she  falls  pregnant  again 
she  becomes  convinced  that  she  is  haunted  by  the 
malevolent  spirit  of  her  lost  child.  (Teletext)  (s) 
(9965) 

10.00  Party  Political  Broadcast  by  the  Liberal 
Democrats  (753781) 

1026  News  at  Ten  (Teletext)  and  weather  (421410)  10.35 
London  Tonight  (Teletext)  and  weather  (384878) 

10.45  Revelations.  Drama  serial  about  a Church  of 
England  bishop  and  hrs  family  (s)  (244965) 

11.15  Big  City.  A London  entertainment's  guide  (s) 
(241878) 

11  -45  The  Powers  That  Be.  Comedy  series  starring  John 
Forsythe  as  an  affable  American  senator  with  a 
pushy  family  (278033) 

12L20am  The  Little  Picture  Show  presented  by  Mariella 
Frostrup  (r)  (2645057) 

1.20  The  Beat  Music  and  movie  magazine  (r)  (s) 
(6335279] 

2L20  The  Album  Show  (r)  (s)  (5599144) 

3.15  America’s  Top  Ten  (r)  (s)  (68739231) 

3 AO  Sport  AM.  Includes  golf  from  Portugal  (r)  (8756637) 
4J35  Videofashion  New  York  collections  (r)  (76256231) 

5.00  Vanessa  (r).  (Teletext)  (s)  (44076) 

5J30  JTN  Morning  News  (21960).  Ends  at  6.00 


CHANNEL  4 


6.35  Spiff  and  Hercules  (2673526) 

74 » The  Big  Breakfast  (81323) 

9. 00  . You  Bet  Your  Life  (r)  (s)  (92304) 

9.30  Schools:  Middle  English  (5163830)  9.45  The  New 
Living  Body  (5064439)  10.05  Scientific  Eye 
(8364878)  10.27  Geographical  Eye  Over  Africa 
(6682014)  10.50  Your  World  (6854675)  114)0 
History  In  Action  (6423781)  11.20  Earth  — ThB 
Home  Planet  (6037743)  11  <40  The  German 
Programme  (4651491) 

12.00  House  To  House.  Be  hi  nd-the-pofrticai- scenes  with 
. Maya  Even  (12168) 

12J30  Sesame  Street  (96507)  1.30  The  Wonderful 
Wizard  of  Qz.  Animation  (r)  (s)  (35420878) 

1.55  Channel  4 Racing  from  Doncaster  and  Nad  Al 
-Sheba,  Dubai.  Live  coverage  of  the  2.35,  3.05, 

. 3.40  and  4.10  races  from  Doncaster  interspersed 
with  live  action  from  Dubai  where  Frankie  Dettori 
competes  :In  the  four  rounds  of  the  international 
Jockeys'  Challenge  (s)  (49395472) 

430  Countdown!  Another  round  of  the  words  and 
numbers  game.  (Teletext)  (s)  (304) 

5.00  Ridd  Lata.  The  guests  Include  a girl  who  has 
dropped  out  of  school  because  she  claims  she  can 
farm  alt  she  needs  to  know  from  television. 
(Teletext)  (s)  (8668965) 

5.50  Tenytoons.  Classic  cartoons  (378675) 

64)0  The  Cosby  Show.  American  domestic  comedy  (r). 
(Teletext)  ^897) 

6.30  Saved  By  The  Belt  The  College  Years.  Campus 
• . comedy.  (Teletext)  (149) 

74»  Channel  4 News  (Teletext)  and  weather  (385149) 

7.55  Whose  News?;  Bremner  Bulletins  (s)  (441675) 

• 8.00  Allen ' Nations.  In  the  last  of  the  series  Andy 
Kershaw  is  in  Berlin  to  investigate  the  plight  of  the 
Immigrant  Turks.  (Teletext)  (s)  (4304) 

.830  Food  Hie.  Cuisine  magazine.  Includes  a search  for 
■ Britain's  oldest  butcher's  shop.  (T eletext)  (s)  (3439) 


Media  mogul  Ted  Turner  of  CNN  (9 .00pm) 

9.00  Whose  News?:  Naked  Truth  — The 

Tycoon.  (Teletext)  (s)  (7507) 

10410  FILM:  In  The  Eyes  of  a Stranger  (1992)  starring 
Justine  Bateman  and  Richard  Dean  Anderson.  A 
drama  about  a murder  witness  who  discovers  the 
whereabouts  of  the  proceeds  o!  a S2  million  robbery 
and  then  seduces  the  policeman  assigned  to 
protect  her  Directed  by  Michael  Toshiyuki  Uno. 
(Teletext)  (265520) 

11 .«  Whose  Naws?:  And  Fbiatiy.  The  last  m the  week's 
series  on  alternative  approaches  lo  the  news, 
presented  by  Sheens  McDonald.  (Teletext) 
(225491) 

1Z50am  Manufacturing  Consent:  Noam  Chomsky 
and  the  Metfia.  The  second  and  final  part  of  the  film 
examining  Noam  Chomsky's  views  on  the  media  (r) 
(2840811) 

1.50  Whose  News?:  Dispatches  (t).  (Teletext) 
(96001 B2) 

2.40  FILM:  Sweetheart  of  the  Campus  (1941.  b/w) 
starring  Ruby  Keeler.  A musical  about  a dancer  who 
helps  save  a college  from  closure  Directed  by 
Edward  Dmytryk  (4893927).  Ends  at  3.50 


VARIATIONS 


SATELLITE 


ndon  except  135  The  fixing 

(77241 £36)  2JKKL20  Taka  me 
»d  (T7IB41DI  5.10-5.40  Shorland 
57237821  623-720  Angte  weather 
I by  Anglia  News  P’®2361™'45 
Sure  (£44965)  11-15  Side  Efleas 
) 12.10am  The  Powers  Thai  Be 
fli  12J5  Puzzle  (549391)  220  The 
>569144)  3.15  Crema.  Cffwrrva. 

(68736231)  3-40  Cwc 
HU  4.05  Donahue  (9779501)  54)5 
i (22*756) 


ndon  except  1.55  A Country  Fray** 
12361  24*0-320  Tate  the  High  Road 
HO)  5-10-5-40  ShorUand  Slreei 
?62)  9 « Central  News  and  Waainer 
IT)  625-720  Life  Lure  (581472) 
■1045  Central  News-  and 
raj  11.15  Side  Eh  eels  1201410) 
sm  Cuius  Caib  (41115*01  4JS  ,Ja&- 
126036181  5.20  A&an  |7B23i-w> 

iNADA 

ndon  except  122S-125  Shcfliand 
(2663946;  1.25  Home. and 
)96E)  150  Vanessa  |35Ju86Sb)  220 
3!  Fret  Sam  174299217)  2^K320 
rtale  I771B410)  5.10-5.40 1 A 
* (67237621  625  Granada  Tonigh 
J6(  7.00-7.30 

Granada  News  13848781  IMS 
wans  (2449661 1 1 AS  P**" ^ 

01401 12.15am  Curts  oals  1411)540 
Tfw  unte  Picture  Shew 
fw  Beat  I633S279)  MOTH* 
15590144)  3.15  Americas  Top  'en 
I231i  3A0  S port  AM  (875663^ 
ter  (76256331 1 5-00  Vanessa  U40/bl 

WEST  ^ 

15881  235-320  Shetland 

51Q-&AQ  A Cot JflNV  Pracwe 
u?.  620-7.00 HTV  News  (50ri  IMS 
Dunuy  Set  (2J496S)  1i-«TheWW 
to*  1241878) 

G)  425am  JoDfirder  (7t£5S23] ) 

WALES 
V WEST  «w*pt 
J (507)  7J6M0 

1035  HTV  Wales  tnateao* 

Bt  10.45  WeWi  A W^«hV  (2M9d5) 
Grass  Boats  (24187BI 


don  except  BJSant-lO-^f  UenO- 


41236)  220-320  Sh0«ai»1  Street 
84 10)  325-320  Mendian  News  and 
idler  (6546120)  5.10  Home  and  Away 
3762)  5.37-540  Three  Mmues  - 
lesropFtefS  [3755881  8.0 0 Mandan  Tc- 
i (2551  6-30-7.00  Grass  Bools  (507) 
15  Metidan  Naws  (384878)  10-43  Tran  at 
Pnh  Panther  153710897)  1225am 
ie  (B4SGfiri  2.20  The  Beat  (5599144 1 
i Cmama.  Cinema.  Cnerna  (60739231) 
I i>iz  t-hflW  (1717381 1)  425  Donahue 
P502)  5JJ5  Fraasaeen  (2299786) 

iSTCOUNTRY 
London  except:  9.55-10.00 
tcouwy  News  (8347568)  1220pm 
rcourwv  News  (1108120)  122S42J0 
siory  (1107401)  225  Wish  Vc-j  Were 
i » (74298588)  32MJ0  Westccijmry 
s Weaitiei  (6546120)  5.10-5^0  Mama 
Away  (67237621  6.00  Westcouniry  Lrva 
;588l  6.50-7.00  London  Tonight 
656]  1025  Wesicoumry  News.  Weather 
878)  10.45  Mamed  with  Cruldran 
965)  11.15  PnBOr«f  Cet I EMod,  H 
4391  425am  JoWimSer  (76256231) 


n except  9^-1020  Calendar 
Weather  (8347S88I  1220pm- 
Calendar  News  and  Wea- 
dale  Nenrcirti  North  ri  199472) 
ertry  Practice  177241236)  220- 
larid  Street  (7718410)  325-3.30 
Calendar  Naws  i Bisdale  Ner- 
(6546120)  5.10-5.40  Home  and 
37621  555  Calendar  / Nan«oni 
iM9l  620-7-00  Crosswfls  (5071 
nd»  News  and  Wea'hw  (384878) 
V (6217811  1120  Prisoner  C-efl 
43675)  1225am  Murder  m High 
690ft)  2.10  America's  Top  Tan 
2.40  Cinema.  Cinema.  Cinema 
3.10  The  Man  «nh  the  PiTwer 
,45  JoWinder  (2627296) 


304)  920  VSgoien 
seTo  House  1121681 
> Chwilh  |?676B97| 
688i  125  Joumev- 
Channel  4 Raexig 
172 1 420  The  i^cst»v 

=vmp  iBiroi  s-30 
feiwvddion  (SSTtfit?) 
.00  PotcJ  7 Cwm 
56)  820  Daritedad 
aiura  (319»7)  825 
925  O FlJfirt  Dv 
rtwr  (437878)  1025 
1025  Trie  House  in 
76)1 220am  Secrei 
id  (267892?)  120 


SKY  ONE 


820am  DJ  Kai  (6049U  620  Diptato 
(87033)  720  Wheeled  Wamors  (3B2S5)  720 
Teenage  Mutant  Hero  Turtles  117762)  820 
Wttgnty  Morphln  Power  Panpem- (46149)  820 
BlccMjuaers  (38120)  920  Oprah  Winfrey 
(66439)  1020  ConcenOBBcn  (763851 1020 
Card  Sharks  (25656)  1120  Sa9y  Jessy 
Raphael  (26410)  1220  L«)an  Peasant 
(492361 1220pm  Anythng  But  Love  (750521 
120  Si  Elsewhere  (77507)  220  Freemanfle 
Conspiracy  (79014)  320  Oprah  Winfrey 
(6869439)  320  DJ  hat  (4777507)  325 
Teenage  Muiart  Haro  Turtles  (9334897|420 
hfcghiy  Mc*phn  Power  Rangers  (8014)  520 
Star  Tie*.  Deep  Space  Nne  184531  620 
Murphy  Brown  (9507)  620  Fam4y  T>es 
(30891  720  Rescue  (1472)  720  M-A'S'H 
(9743)  820  Manhunt er  (42502)  920  Under 
Suspidon  (27526)  1020  Star  Trek  Deep 
Space  Nine  (97385)  1120  David  Lenerman 
(8614721 1120  UtUejohn  [5864391 1240am 
Chances  (3035328)  1 20  WKRP  n Ceicmnaii 
(60057)  220-620  H»  Mv>  Lcnfl  Play 
(12653201 

SKY  NEWS 


News  on  (he  hour. 

6.00am  Sunrise  11173743)  920  News  Errra 
(297621  1020  ABC  N^9*ie  119114) 
1 20pm  CBS  roews  (82743)  220  Partomerrl 
Uve  (990385)  520  Live  ar  Five  (8019033) 
625  R chard  Ldtephn  (602033i  720 
◦J  Smpson  TnaJ  (20918591  1120  CSS 
News  (588301  1220am  ABC  News  (772371 
220  Partameni  Replay  (58521)  420  CBS 
News  1868921 8206-00  ABC  Nows  (702501 

SKY  MOVIES 


B-OOari  Showcase  (1CC3743)  1020  The 
Return  of  httnaida  |13S3|  (83168)  12.00 
Chaflenga  to  Be  Free  (19721  (83217) 
220pm  Aloha  Summer  11988]  (11965) 
420  True  Storlaa  (1988)  |8«59&410I  SJSS 
Thn  Return  of  Ironside  nKG)-  As  10am 
(27024694)  720  El  News  W»ak  In  Review 
(4439)  820  Company  Business  (1991 1 

(73271439)  9.40  TWs  Boy1*  Lflte  ff®3) 

(845304)  1 1 25  Halraiser  lib  Hen  on  Earth 
119921 1208385)  1.10am  The  Don  Is  Dead 
(1973)  (247618)  325  The  Last  of  His  Tribe 
(19921  (37M182)  425-620  ChaOanga  to 
Be  Free  (1972).  As  rwen  (54543471 

SKY  MOVIES  GOLD 


5.00pm  Baby  Boom  1 19871  (99781)  8.00 
Tender  U areies  (1982)  (913861  1020- 
12.00  Dirty  Harry  (1971)  (81410) 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 


6.00am  The  Story  of  EstMr  Costello 

(1957)  (335071 820  Cat  Cfty  (19B7)  (91236) 


1020  WhO^  Bern  Sleeping  te  My  Bad? 
11963)  (744101  1220  HOudH  (1953) 
(81859)  220pm  My  QJrl  (1991)  (19507) 
420  Cat  City  (1987):  As  Sam  (3317)  820 
My  Friend  Walter  (1993)  (99743)  820  My 
Girt  (1931!.  AS  2pm  (42548)  1020  Love 
Crimea  (1982)  (914149)  1125  Anthony’s 
Desire  (1983)  (239255)  1.10  Ghoet  Story 
(1981)  (251811)  3-10425  Jumpin’  at  the 
Boneyard  (1991)  (89849705) 

• For  more  On  information,  see  the 
Vtoton  supplement,  ptfoflatied  Saturday 

SKY  SPORTS 

720am  Soccer  News  (4499859)  7.15  VMF 
Chataige  (758743)  8.15  Soccer  Nans 
(3412588)  820  National  Traits  (561011  920 
Adrenafine  Adventures  (707811  020 

Aerobics  (96217)  1020  Rugby  Oub  (59762) 
1120  Gel  Your  Handicap  Down  (27052) 
1120  Fish  Tales  (4713743)  11-45  Sports 
Classics  (4741526)  1220  Aerobes  167217) 
1220pm  Ford  Escort  Cup  Scrth-Round 
Specs)  (58197]  220  ATP  Terms  (BZ385) 
420  Rugby  Ckte  (18301)  520  WWF  Admn 
Zone  (38591  620  Soccer  News  (37X55) 
6.15  Fish  Tales  1381 4 to)  620  Argbv  Union 
(6675)  720  Transnorid  Sport  (671681  820 
Bootroom  (4Xi88)  920  Ford  Scorpio  Goil 
USA.  Lmb  (46675)  1120  Soccer  News 
n 722S51 1 1 .15  Rugby  Uraon  (42 1052)  1 1 .45 
Fish  Tales  (8759651 1220  Transwond  Sport 
113144)  12O4L00am  Bcotrocm  (36163) 

EUROSPORT 


720am  MountainMee  (571681  820  Equest- 
rianism [107431 920  Figure  Staling  (25149) 
1120  Motors  Magazne  (30120)  1220pm 
Truck  Racing  (S5101J 120  Snooker  (283C*4i 
320  Tennis  (7675)  320  Euronxi  (15071 4.00 
Snowtxjarttng  (99941  420  SnowmcPile 
<114721  520  News  (9138)  620  Live  Tennis 
(60255)  820  VMestTng  (38G56)  920  Boxing 
(411201  1020  Snooker  (51507)  1120 
Snooker  (52859J  12.00-I220am  EutDSport 
News  (26453) 

SKY  SOAP 


a20BmL£Mng  (4925385)  820 Peyton  Race 
143M656)  920  Afi  tee  Wald  Tune 
(4130014)  1020  Gukfcng  Light  (9427101) 
1 1 20-1 220  Another  World  (9447965) 

SKY  TRAVEL 


1220  Gtotetrooer  (4928473)  1220pm  Zoo 
Lite  (1 151 526)  120  Trawl  GudM  (9441 781) 
120  Cook  Kahan  [i  150897)  220  Cflflomla’s 
Gold  (7707120)  220  Video  Trips  (4587536) 
320  Over  The  Wal  m Chma  (4451491)  4.00 
Shy  Travel  Guda  (4578878)  420  Zoo  Ute 
(4567782)  520  Travels  in  EixOpe  (7798472) 
520  Cod*  Ka&an  (4558014)  820  Gotetrot- 
w (4588255)  620  Paris  (4579507)  720 


Robert  Duvall  as  Mac  Sledge 
(Sky  Movies  Gold,  RflOpm) 


American  Vacation  (5440694)  820  Around 
(he  World  m 30  Mnies  (7794656)  820 
Travel  Guile  (7706491)  020  Gtobeironar 
(4469410)  920  Paris  (1131762)  1020 
American  Vacation  (54499651  1120-1220 
Travels  mEiAOpe  (9428830) 

TLC  


B20em  SucceeslU  Sugarcralt  (2715586) 
920  A TestB  at  Japan  (5936304)  10.00 
Jimmy's  (2747762)  1020  Only  Hunan. 
(1015985)  1120  Inode  Crime  (4814007) 
1220  Pnw»  Lives  (2720052)  1220pm  Pak 
high  (5920120)  120  A Taste  d Japan 
(8315526)  120  SuCCOESM  Suganaafi 
(S829491)  220  Jocaste  Hines  (2748491) 
820  Secrei  Gardens  C59656B)  320420 
Fumnura  to  Go  (1868304) 

UK  GOLD 


720am  Gwe  Us  a Clue  (83ffi38E)  720 
Neighbours  (8397120)  820  Sons  and 
DeugNufs  (27273231  820  EsstEndera 
(2726694)  820  The  Bi  (2717946)  920 
Coidtz  (5726630)  1020  Anaete  (1017323) 
1120  Ttey  and  Jure  (3014Q25)  1220  Sons 


and  Daughters  (2720410)  1220pm  Nei^b 
hours  (5939673)  120  Eas£ndera  (8384CS6) 
120  The  Bi  (5933149)  220  Father.  De» 
Father  (2819439)  220  I Didnl  Know  You 
Cared  (1885217)  320  Knots  Landing 
(8414061)  420  DaKas  (5404746)  520  Every 
Second  Counts  (9590410)  525  Ock  Emery 
(7330110)  5JS0  HhDe-H  (4683439)  820 
EastEnders  (18805261  720  The  Two 
Ronnies  (9586656)  820  I DidnT  Know  You 
Cared  C28B9875)  820  Some  Mothers  Do 
'Awe  'Em  (2801410)  920  Minder  (9515168) 
1020  The  BA  (2738439)  1020  Top  Ollhe 
Pope  (7429694)  11.10  Carrttfs  Lib 

(2908439)  1220  Dr  Whc  The  Ambassadors 
Of  Death  (3204095)  1220am  FILM:  Trie 
Leopold  Man  (1943):  A publicity  stunt 
unearths  a kttar.  WHH  Dennis  O'Keefe 
(48650463)  1-40  Candid  Camera 

(382S5298)  2.10  Shopprg  (65396637) 

THE  CHILDREN'S  CHANNEL 

620am  Sesame  Street  (6879859)  625 
Garfield  (7339033)  725  Eek  (8327894)  725 
De^aea  Jtnor  [B9365681  B2S  Super  Mane 
Brothers  (4279120)  825  Casper  (14853231 
820  Sesame  Street  (59323)  1020  It's 
Drotbaa  rima  (52897)  1220  GarfieU  (94385) 
1220pm  Eek  (43149)  120  Bawdy  HBs 
Teens  (753851  120  Super  Mans  Brothers 
(83373149)  1.45  Baby  Fates  (B33613CM) 
220  Barney  (7830)  220  Babar  (1 762)  320 
Casper  (15151081 3.158V  and  Ted  (6949461 
243  Some  lhe  Hedgehog  (883217)  4.15 
Head  lo  Head  In  3D  (1104491)  420620 
CeUomia  Dreams  (1526) 

NICKELODEON 


720am  Nchaihei  (4480101)  7.15  Pee- 
wee's  Playhouae  (721439)  725  Rugrals 
(713410)  8.15  Doug  (897946)  825 
NKtaUval  (8122188)  B20  Nek  Jr  (592052) 
1220  Pee- Wee's  Ptaytuuse  [6585S1 
1220pm  Trie  Muppet  Show  (88675)  1.00 
Smoggies  (48656)  120  Atan  (97946)  220 
Denver  (1014)  220  Galaxy  Hgh  School 
(2236)  320  KJter  Tomaioes  (4209)  320 
Turtles  GoH  (77B1)  420  Doug  (3588)  420 
Ftugrais  (2473  520  Qanssrt  BqXteis  It  Al 
(56941  520  Nfckahvel  Including  Rccko'c 
Modem  Lite  16052)  520  Grtmmy  (3965) 
620-720  Ckacuta  [6687] 

DISCOVERY 


420pm  Ctoes-Up  on  WBcMe  (87431011 425 
Man  Lam  ol  the  Wild  (91299743)  520 
Around  Whicker  s WOrtd  (91949491)  625 
Beyond  2000  (4281304)  720  From  Mortays 
to  Apes  (2911897)  720  Art  Afncsn  Me 
(1877052)  920  HBOryS  Mystanes 

(2897217)  820  W«W  of  Advenlurefl 
(2809052)  920  Speoal  Fomas  (5369132] 
920  Those  Who  Den  (5917656)  1020 


Search  lor  Adventure  (9816897)  1120 
Paramedtes  (0814287)  1120-1220  The 
Giooal  Family  (2743946) 

BRAVO  


1220  FILM:  Cat  Gin  (1957)  (678878(1 
120pm  Smothers  Brothers  15923217)  220 
thftysomettimg  (2742217)  320  The  Ret 
Parol  (2963014)  820  Hogan's  Heroes. 
(1855830)  420  FILM:  Muscto  Beach  Paty 
(1064)  (2B87B30)  620  Get  Smart  (1851014) 
620  FILM.  Operation  Buftsrtne  (18591 
(6797897)  820  tiwtysomethrg  (9580472) 
920  Tha  Twtfghl  Zbne  (1 7B9138)  920  FIM: 
The  Beast  in  the  Cater  (1971)  (5584410) 
1120-1220  Hogan  s Heroes  (2730472) 

UK  LIVING  


820am  Agony  Hour  (6786120)  720  Umg 
(8201676)  820  The  TraaUrnera  (42862091 
820  Bon  Voyage  (50875201  920  Go  For  H 
(13629121  920  Kale  and  Ate  (7078946) 
1025  Now  You  See  R (2330502)  1020 
Susan  Powter  (5962976)  1120  Young  and 
Restless  (7705033)  1220  John  Towey 
(6168323)  1226pm  Bon  Voyage  (48945101) 
125  KJroy  (8905946)  220  Agony  Hour 
(18058941  320  Uvng  (7381650)  3.43 
Gtadrags  (65874101)  420  Inlatuahon 
(9806675)  420  Cnxswrte  (9904869)  520 
Maaterchel  1992  (3120472)  525  New  Mr 
and  Mrs  Show  (7737052)  625  Susan  Powter 
(0077526)  620  BroOUMde  19909304)  720 
Uwng  (9458878)  820  Young  and  Restless 
(9467526)  920  FILM  Who  fa  Jute?  (19861:  A 
woman  undergoes  a brain  transplant  WHh 
Mare  Wimte^tam  (98854101)  1020  Sneak 
Scenes  — F6ww  Wid  (8518675)  1120 
BrookSKte  (1220656)  1120-1220  Intaiua- 
Bon  UK  (1680149) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL 


620pm  Dangermouse  (14i0l  520  Mighty 
Jirtgto  (28781  620  The  Black  SteUon 
(4663041  625  Ad  Oued  Up  (416323)  720 
Trivial  Pursus  IS946)  720  My  Two  Dads 
(2255)  820 Christy  (70656)920  MoonigH- 
ng  (83120)  1020  Famly  Catchphrase 
(95014)  1020  GP  (39502)  1120  Lou  GnW 
(867E2)  1220  Rhodl  (60611)  13L30am  &g 
Brother  Jake  (32540)  120  Dangetmouse 
(38808)  120  T rival  PursuJ  (B4811)  ZOO 
Mocnightuig  (98540)  320  Lou  Grant 
(34968)  4.00  Rhode  (182781  4-30-520  Big 
Brother  JaKa  (19873) 

MTV 


520am  Awske  on  lhe  wndode  (77231)  620 
Trie  Gnnd  (56120)  720  fimite  on  Die 
Wffldade  (1552E)  820  tfj  Ingo  1406149) 
1120  Soul  (302051  1220  Grea«a  Hits 
(2401 -D  1.00pm  Afternoon  kta  (60665)  ZOO 
MTV  Spoils  (8323|  3-30  Coca-Cola  Report 


(1728007)  345  Onemalic  (2147252)  420 
MTV  News  (1123526)  4.15  3 From  1 
(1113149)  420  Dial  MTV  (1976)  520  Music 
Non-Stop  (1 7236)  720  Greatest  Hie  (96694) 
B.00  Most  Warned  (449301  920  Beauts 
(25743)  .1020  Coca-Coia  Report  (463656) 
10.15  Q nematic  (491439)  1020  MTV  News 
(181 743)  10.45  3 from  1 (1 19528)  11 20  The 
End?  (48491 1 1 20am  SouH70521 ) 220  The 
Gnnd  (96057)  220  Night  Videos  (9147144) 

VH-1  


720mn  Crawirg  from  tha  Wreckage 
(9440052)  920  Cate  VH-1  (87620 M)  1220 
Trie  Bndge  (1132491)  1.00pm  VH-1  to  1 
E hru.  Coetelo  (9450439)  1 20  Ten  ol  the  Best 
(9174236)  220  Heart  and  Soul  (3242014) 
320  Hd  lhe  Music  (1579975)  820  Prune 
Cuts  (1 138675)  720  VH-1  for  You  (5442052) 
820  VH-1  Rock  (5428473)  920  Ten  ol  the 
Best  (5448236)  10.00  The  Bridge  (4143588) 
1 1 20  Tlw  Niohitiy  (944987S)  220  Tan  of  the 
Best  18734308)  320-720  Dawn  Patrol 

CMT  EUROPE  


Cevray  rhusfa  from  6am  lo  7pm,  Including 
at  520  Saturday  Nde  Dance  Ranch  620- 
720  Ticket 

ZEE  TV  


620am  Persian  Morning  (629623851  720 
Asian  Morning  (800847631  820  Fata  Fur 
(75483830)  920  Hmdl  FILM  Hanyalt  Aur 
Raasla  (84678507)  1220  Tara  (754749461 
1220pm  Chakrauyuha  (81314120)  120 
Hindi  FILM:  Naseebwala  (29666878)  420 
Tcp  Ten  (34908168)  520  Tear  Karan 
(82971439)  520  Zae  and  You  (78331323) 
620  Yah  Hal  Bombay  Men  Jaan  (78238236) 
620  Janam  Daara  (78229568)  720  V®  Var 
ParrvBf  (90951675)  720  DUagi  (78218472) 
820  News  (92960323)  .820  Andaz 
(929498301  920  India  Business  Review 
(34997052)  920  Pakistan  Bifaness  Update 
(81301666)  1020  Zee  Honor  Show 
(75476675)  1020  Sa  He  G8  No  (75484323) 
1120  Have6  (34909097)  1120-1220  Wati 
JSTOb  (4S77B472) 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Continuous  carloons  from  5am  to  7pm, 
then  TNT  (Bins  as  bdow. 

Thame  Spoti^n  on  Joan  Crawford 
720pm  The  Gorgeous  Hussy  (1938) 
(16221897)  920  Susan  and  God  (1940) 
(76748762)  1120  Today  We  Urn  (1833) 
[40427502]  125am  Forsaking  Afi  Others 
(1935)  (65975453)  225920  Reunion  In 
France  (1942)  (47494328) 

CNN/QVC 


CNN  prosUes  24-hour  news  and  OVC  te 
ttw  home  shopping  channel 
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RACING  35 


TRACKING  DOWN 
SHAIKH  MOHAMMED 
TO  HIS  DESERT  LAIR 


SPORT 


GOLF  38 


FEARLESS  FALDO 
MARCHES  TO 
TUNES  OF  GLORY 


THURSDAY  MARCH  23  1995 


Atkinson  installs  Scot  as  Midland  club’s  managerial  apprentice  j Cooper  Struck 


Strachan  makes  Coventiy  move  f^yng  sesSion 


By  Russell  Kempson 


By  Kevin  McCarra 


RON  ATKINSON’S  short- 
term impact  at  Coventiy  City 
has  been  typically  dazzling. 
Three  wins  and  three  draws 
from  seven  matches  had  al- 
ready alleviated  short-term 
fears  of  relegation  from  the  FA 
Carling  Premiership  before, 
yesterday.  Atkinson  began  to 
shape  the  long-term  future  at 
Highfield  Road  when  he 
signed  Gordon  Strachan.  the 
former  Scotland  and  Leeds 
United  midfield  player,  as  his 
assistant. 

Strachan.  38.  accepted  a 
three-year  contract  that 
included  a novel  clause.  He 
will  move  from  apprentice  to 
sorcerer  in  two  years,  when  he 
will  be  offered  the  team  man- 
agers job  in  succession  to 
Atkinson.  Leeds  fried  to  per- 
suade Strachan  to  stay  at 
Elland  Road,  by  proposing  a 
similar  deal,  but  he  turned 
them  down. 

Although  Strachan.  who 
made  50  appearances  for  Scot- 
land, has  retained  his  playing 
registration,  he  is  unlikely  to 
feature  in  Coventry's  dosing 
league  programme.  “I  don't 
expect  to  play  first-team  foot- 
ball unless  we  get  a lot  of 
injuries.**  he  said.  “I’m  more 
interested  in  the  coaching  side 
at  the  moment,  but  1 would 
like  to  play  in  the  reserves,  as  1 
did  at  Leeds. 

“I  enjoyed  my  stay  in  Leeds. 
I liked  the  people  and  I got 
dose  to  them.  The  dub  was  a 
sleeping  giant  and  we  were  on 
a rollercoaster  of  emotion  in 
my  six  years  there.  JVe  no  idea 
of  the  potential  at  Coventiy, 
that  is  something  I have  to 
find  out.  Maybe  you  could  not 
describe  Coventry  as  a sleep- 
ing giant  but  sometimes, 
when  you  have  a gut  feeling 
about  a job,  you  have  to  ride 
withit** 

Atkinson  signed  Strachan 
from  Aberdeen  In  1984.  when 
he  was  manager  of 
Manchester  United,  and  he 
won  an  FA  Cup  winners' 
medal  in  1985,  when  United 
beat  Everton  1-0,  after  extra 
time,  at  Wembley.  However, 
Strachan  fen  from  grace  when 
Atkinson  left  Old  Trafford,  to 
be  replaced  by  Alex  Fergsuon, 
and  joined  Leeds  for  £300,000 
in  March  1989.  He  captained 
Leeds  to  the  second  division 
title  in  his  first  full  year  and 


Atkinson,  right  welcomes  Strachan.  his  new  assistant  and  eventual  successor  as  Coventry  City  manager,  at  Highfield  Road  yesterday 


then  the  league  championship 
two  years  later. 

Leslie  Silver,  the  Leeds 
chairman,  said  yesterday: 
“Gordon's  contribution  as  a 
player  and  captain  here  was 
truly  magnificent  He  played  a 
leading  role  in  re-establishing 
Leeds  as  a major  force  in 
English  football  and  he  rightly 
deserves  his  place  in  Leeds 
United’s  hall  of  fame  " 

A persistent  back  injury 
forced  Strachan  to  end  his 
playing  career  in  January  and 


move  to  the  backroom  staff  at 
Elland  Road,  where  he  has 
been  coaching  the  dub’s 
youngsters.  He  is  the  third 
signing  since  Atkinson  took 
over  from  Phil  Neal  last 
month.  He  bought  Kevin 
Richardson,  a midfield  player, 
from  Aston  Villa,  who  dis- 
missed Atkinson  in  Novem- 
ber, and  David  Burrows,  a full 
back,  from  Everton. 

“In  a couple  of  years'  time. 

Gordon  will  be  taking  over  the 

role  of  team  manager  of  the 
dub."  Atkinson  said.  “Prior  to 
that,  he  will  have  a couple  of 
years  learning  the  business  or 
more  about  it  than  he  already 
knows.  Hopefully,  it  will  be 
the  start  of  a very  long 
association  for  him  with  Cov- 
entry City." 


Longer,  perhaps,  than  Bri- 
an Horton’s  noth  Manchester 
City.  Defeat  by  Wimbledon  on 
Tuesday  night  intensified 
speculation  that  Horton  is 
shortly  to  lose  his  managerial 
seat  at  Maine  Road  as  the  dub 
slips  doser  to  die  relegation 
zone.  An  unhappy  F rands 
Lee,  the  City  chairman,  visited 
the  dressing-room  after  the 
match  and  left  the  players  in 
no  doubts  about  his  feelings. 

However,  the  dub  denied 
last  night  that  a board  meeting 
today  would  discuss  Horton's 
future.  It  is  thought  the  club 
may  wait  until  the  end  of  the 
season  before  making  any 
decision. 

Today  sees  die  season's 
transfer  deadline  and  the 
market  witnessed  several  pre- 


liminary skirmishes  yesterday 
before  the  all-out  trading  ex- 
travaganza expected  this 
morning.  Brett  Angel],  die 
Everton  forward,  was  consid- 
ering a move  to  Sunderland, 
the  struggling  Endsleigh  In- 
surance League  first  division 
side,  after  the  dubs  agreed  a 
fee  of-£5Q0,000. 

“Brett  has  had  Limited  op- 
portunities here  and  has  been 
unfortunate  with  injuries,”  Joe 
Rqyle,  the  Everton  manager, 
said.  “After  coming  back,  be 
has  found  others  ahead  of  him 
in  die  queue,  but  he  should  do 
well  at  Sunderland.  He;  has 
proved  he  is  a good  player  at 
that  leveL"  Angell,  26,  has  also 
played  for  Stockport  County 
and  Southend  United. 

. Twenty-four,  hours  after 


signing  Mark  Kennedy.  18.  the 
MxUwall  striker,  for  £2  mil- 
lion, Roy  Evans,  the  Liverpool 
manager,  concluded  further 
deals  of  a rather  less  dramatic 
nature.  He  has  enlisted  Alec 
Chamberlain,  the  Sunderland 
goalkeeper,  on  loan  until  the 
end  of  the  season  as  cover  for 
David  James  and  allowed 
Dominic  Matteo,  the  AnfieW 
defender,  to  make  the  reverse 
• trip  to  Roker  Park — again,  chi 
loan  and  probably  for  the  rest 
of  the  season. 

Malcolm  Allison.  67.  die 


former  Manchester  City'  and 
Crystal  Palace  manager,  is 
believed  to  be  involved  In  a 
multi-million  pound  bid  to 
buy  control  of  Gillingham,  die 
ailing  Endsleigh  third  division 
dub.  . 


Tonks  vacates  New  Zealand  chair 


By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


No  427 


ACROSS 


23  Muslim  woman’s  veil  (7) 


I Bagpipe  theme/variations 
17) 

5 Mark  of  disgrace;  Ibsen  play 
(5) 

8 Part  of  verb;  strained  (5) 
z 9 Strangle  (in  order  lord))  (7) 

10  Socui!  Contract . Confes-. 
sions  author  (8) 

11  Feel  absence;  girl  (4) 

13  Obstinacy  (13) 

16  Rugged  rock  (4) 

“ 17  (Aircraft)  with  double  gang- 
way^) 

20  Awaited  liberator  (7) 

21  Heather  (5) 

22  Ancient  MS  volume  (5) 


DOWN 

1 Mine  roof  support  (3-4) 

2 S African  language  group  (5) 

3 Charge-hand  (8) 

4 Arrogantly  superior  (43.6) 

5 Shout  (orders);  (poet)  ship  (4) 

6 Straddling  (7) 

7 Solids  at  bottom  of  cup. 
glass  (5) 

12  Unemployment  (8) 

14  Covered  with  turf  (7) 

15  Bird:  horseplay  (7) 

16  Funny  (5) 

18  Religion,  foe -of  die  people 
(Mara)  (5) 

19  A flirt  (4) 


WALES  may  have  their  prob- 
lems on  the  field  but  yesterday 
New  Zealand,  partners  in  the 
unsuccessful  attempt  -to  take 
the  1999  Rugby  World  Cup 
back  to  the  southern  hemi- 
sphere — the  tournament  was 
instead  awarded  to  Wales  — 
lost  the  chairman  of  their 
council,  Eddie  Tonks.  who 
resigned  unexpectedly  at  the 
start  of  die  New  Zealand 
Rugby  Football  Union*  annu- 
al meeting  in  Wellington.  • 
Tonks,  who  had  held  the 
post  for  five  yeans,  had  just 
returned  from  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  International 
Rugby  Football  Board  (IRFB). 
of  which  he  was  chairman  in 
1993-94.  “I  have  been  consider- 
ing my  own  position  for  some 
time  cow  and  only  agreed  to 
put  my  name  forward  as  a 
candidate  for  council  this  year 
under  same  pressure  from  my  ’ 
colleagues,"  he  said. 


He  succeeded  Russ  Thomas 
in  1990  and  helped  to  intro- 
duce improved  business  meth- 
ods to  the  union,  in  particular 
the  marketing  of  the  game  in  a 
period  when  the  New  Zealand 
RFU  was  growing  ever  more 
fearful  of  the  impact  of  rugby 
league.  The  union  lias  now 
turned  for  the  next  chairman 
not  to  Tonics  deputy.  Rob 
Fisher,  who  was  the  former 
chairman’s  nominee,  but  to 
the  conservative  Richie  Guy, 
from  North  Auckland. 

There  had  been  growing 
speculation  that  Guy.  a former 
international  prop  who  man- 
aged the  1987  World  Cup- 
winning  All  Blades,  would 
challenge  Tonks  for  the  chair. 
“1  am  comfortable  that  I have 
contributed  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  . . . and  believe  now  is 
the  time  to  announce  my 
retirement*’  Tonks  said. 

A successful  director  of  a 


food  products  company. 
Tonics  has  clashed  on  several 
occasions  with  Laurie  Mains, 
coach  to  the  All  Blades,  and 
was  also  prominent  in  the 
bitter  battle  for  the  national 
coaching  position  last  year, 
which  eventually  went  to 
Mains  ahead  of  John  Hart  the 
former  Auckland  coach. 

There  must  be  speculation 
that  Tonks  had  had  enough  of 
the  confrontational  atmo- 
sphere that  has  affected  New 
Zealand  rugby  administration 
of  late.  He  has  handled  nu- 
merous difficult  issues,  among 
them  the  loosening  of  the 
amateur  bonds  and  the  ar- 


rangements when  New  Zea- 
land became  the  first  country 


to  tour  South  Africa  after  they 
were  readmitted  to  interna- 
tional competition  in  1992. 

Tonks  has  been  forthright 
on  the  subject  of  amateurism: 
his  country  favours  the  com- 


plete repeal  of  the  easting 
regulations,  though  such  a 
move  will  not  be  determined 
until  a . special  meeting  of  die 
IRFB  in  Paris  in  August 
“Everything  is  positive  ‘at 
the  moment,  were  on  the  up 
and  up  and  ft’s  a good  time  to 
step  down."  he  added.  If. 
however,  die  All  Blacks  fail  to 
distinguish  themselves  at  the 
World  Cup  this  summer,  it 
seems  likely  that  Guy's  term 
in  the  chair  will  be  compara- 
tively brief. 

□ Neil  Jenkins,  the  Welsh 
standoff  half,  has  spoken  to 
various  dubs  in  Pretoria  dur- 
ing Pontypridd's  visit  to  South 
Africa  to  play  Northern  Trans- 
vaal this  week.  Jenkins  in- 
tends to  spend  the  remainder 
of  the  southern-hemisphere 
season  in  South  Africa  after 
the  World  Cup  and  may  be 
joined  by  his  club  colleague, 
the  lock  Mark  Rowley. 


Blundell  denies  Mansell  is  out  for  season 


Prom  Oliver  Holt 
IN  SAO  PAULO 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  426 


ACROSS:  I Belloc  5 Bole  8 Shun  9 Thorough  10  All 
hands  1 1 Gene  12  Intact  14  Outwit  16  Char  18  Re- 
course 20  Composer  21  Taps  22  Ahoy  23  Speedy 

DOWN:  2 Echelon  3 Lunch  4 Cut  and  thrust  5 Brought 
Slogan  7 House  of  cards  13  Atrophy  15  Insipid  17  Hooch 
19  Untie 


^fpUCA-nONS:  The  lines  CaiOts:  English  Sly k and 

Rnance.  Jamii  Nations  of  the  World,  Middle  East,  Good 

of  Europe 

to  the  fr®  Bfe  NEW  The  Tones  Guide 

The  Sunday  Times  Book  of 
Cheques  with 

«75  SBmttSffZ  iff18,  “nnon- stu  ^w-  KHuradeUviay. 
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MARK  BLUNDELL,  Nigel  Mansell's 
emergency  replacement  for  the  first  two 
Formula  One  grands  prix  of  toe  season, 
last  night  dismissed  rumours  that  the 
1992  world  champion  might  not  compete 
in  the  championship  at  all  because  of 
doubts  about  toe  competitiveness  of  the 
McLaren  team's  new  car. 

Mansefl  has  steadfastly  refused  to 
comment  on  his  situation  since  h became 
apparent  that  he  was  unable  to  sit 
comfortably  in  toe  cockpit  of  the 
Mercedes-poweredLcar.  McLaren  admit- 
ted last  week  that  they  were  budding  a 
new  chassis  for  him  and  that  his  season 
would  begin  at  toe  San  Marino  Grand 
Prix.  at  Imola  on  April  3a  and  not  here, 
in  toe  Brazilian  Grand  Prbt  on  Sunday. 

There  have  been  suggestions  that 
Mansell  and  Ron  Dennis,  the  McLaren 
managing  director,  have  quarrelled 


about  toe  driver's  problems.  Dennis  will 
address  a press  conference  here  today, 
but  Blundell  insisted  last  night  that  he 
was  not  holding  out  any  hopes  of 
hanging  on  to  toe  drive  after  the  next 
race,  in  Argentina,  in  a fortnight. 

“Nigel  Mansell  w01  be  back  in  a 
McLaren  as  soon  as  possible,”  Blundell 
said  “There  is  absolutely  no  doubt  about 
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that  Everything  is  being  built  around 
torn  and  the  team  is  responding  to  the 
problems  he  has  with  the  car.  I don't 
think  there  is  any  question  of  him  not 
bring  back  in  file  car  for  Imola" 
Blundell,  who  was  facing  the  prospect 
of  a season  without  a drive,  is  hoping  to 
impress  other  team  owners  during  his 
brief  spell  behind  the  wheel.  He  has 
turned  down  offers  to  drive  elsewhere  in 


the  hope  of  forcing  his  way  back  into 
Formula  One. 

“I  have  gone  from  one  end  of  the 
spectrum  to  the  other,"  be  said.  "It  is 
great  to  be  back  in  the  car  again  and  a 
dream  come  true  to  be  back  at  McLaren, 
where  I was  a test  driver  in  1992.  But  I 
have  only  done  30  laps  of  testing  and  I 
was  taking  it  very  easy,  so  my  expecta- 
tions for  Sunday  are  not  too  high.” 

Fears  that  a bout  of  tonsillitis  would 
force  David  Coulthard,  the  Wfliiams- 
Renault  driver,  to  miss  the  race  receded 
yesterday.  Cooltoard  was  on  the  point  of 
telephoning  Frank  Williams  on  Monday 
to  tell  him  to  said  for  Jean-Christophe 
Bouillon,  the  team's  tost  driver.  But  the 
young  Scot  was  feeling  better  yesterday. 

“I  will  not  be  fully  fit  because  1 have 
not  been  able  to  train  for  nine  days,”  be 
said.  “Last  weekend  I thought  my  bead 
was  going  to  explode.  But  it  fa  a relief  to 
be  improving.  I win  just  have  to  do  the 
best  I can.” 


THE  former  Scotland  winger, 
Davie  Cooper,  suffered  a 
brain  haemorrhage yesterday. 
He  collapsed  in  toe  morning 
while  taking  part  in  toe  film- 
ing of  a coaching  programme 
for  Scottish  Television  at 
Broadwood  Stadium  in  Cum- 
bemaid. 

Cooper,  39.  was  filming 
with  Charlie  Nicholas,  of  Celt- 
ic. and  the  Scotland  Under-2I 
coach.  Tommy  Craig,  when  be 
collapsed.  First-aid  staff  were 
on  hand  and  he  was  initially 
taken  to  the  nearest  hospital  at 
Monklands.  However,  he  was 
moved  to  the  Southern  Gener- 
al Hospital  in  Glasgow,  where 
a hospital  spokesman  later 
described  his  condition  as 
“very  serious”. 

The  enduring  fitness  of  Coo- 
per made  the  news  of  his 
condition  all  the  more  shock- 
ing. He  has  recently  been 
coaching  and.  intermittently, 
playing  for  Clydebank,  al- 
though he  planned  to  retire  in 
the  summer. 

He  is  one  of  the  most 
naturally  gifted  footballers  to 
emerge  in  Scotland-  Clyde- 
bank was  his  first  dub  but  toe 
bulk  of  his  career  was  spent 
with  Rangers,  for  whom  he 
signed  in  1977.  He  played  397 
matches  for  the  dub.  won 
every  domestic  honour  and 
was  lionised  by  supporters. 

For  Scotland,  be  scored  the 
penalty  against  Wales  that 
effectively  clinched  a place  at 
the  1986  World  Cup  finals  and 
it  is  his  country’s  loss  that  he 
was  only  capped  on  22  occa- 
sions. Even  so.  such  was  his 
enduring  brilliance  that  only 
injury  kept  him  our  of  the  1990 
World  Cup  finals  in  Italy, 
when  he  was  34. 

In  1989.  Cooper,  who  was 
bom  in  Lanarkshire,  signed 
for  Motherwell.  Anyone  who 
thought  Cooper  a spent  force 
was  mistaken  and  his  club 
took  toe  Scottish  Cup  in  1991. 

The  Motherwell  chairman, 
John  Chapman,  said  yester- 
day: The  enthusiasm  he  gen- 
erated was  incredible  and  his 
worth  to  us  was  incalculable. 
When  he  came  to  Fir  Park, 
season  ticket  sales  took  off  and 
the  whole  team  began  to 
blossom." 

Rob  McKinnon,  the  Moth- 
erwell and  Scotland  full  bade, 
described  his  partnership  with 
Cooper  as  “the  best  learning 
experience  I have  had  in 
. football"  He  added.  “I'll  say  a 
prayer  for  the  guy.  ThaiS  all  I 
can  do." 

The  virtuosity  of  his  style 
produced  some  remarkable 


Coopeh  brilliant 


His  o&faishMM£drfofrfirfo ' 
and  exquisite  feftfopfed  skills 
have  also  dfitigMedihe  ordi- 
nary football  ^fapppl  ter.  The 
widespread,  pleasure  Cooper  - 
has  given  er&ise^hat  distress 
over.  fafa-eanfiitioti  fa  Trit 
throughout  Scotland-;:  * *. 

□ Craig  Levem.  fife  -Heart  of 

Midlotoian  defepder,  is  doubt- 
ful for  Scotland's'  European 
championship  ' ;<malifier-: 
against  Riissia  ti*iMascow  • 
next  week. Levern  suffered si 
ankle  injury  in  the  1-4.  draw 
with  Dundee  Ltalfe&an'  Tues- 
day and  there  aip  fears  there  • 
could  be  .Kgam^t-jdaxqage. 
However,  itis  thought  hejnay  ' 
be  fit  to  ineer  Afrtoie  btrfoe. 
Scottish  Cup  semifinals.  .next ; 
month.  . • : . 

□ Theo  SneHers,  :the  Aber- 
deen goalkeepri.  could be-.oot 
of  action  for  a -’month -after 
suffering  a brakenbone  in  has 
foot  dunhg  a goalless -draw, 
with-  Hibernian  on  Saturday. ... 
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goals,  which  are  incessantly 
replayed  on  Video"  and  tele- 
vision. Cooper  - enfivened  a 
Glasgow  Cup  final  ;tn. *1979. 
with  a run  in  which  he  lobbed 
the  ball  over  aseries of  Cdik 
defenders  before  scoring  a/ 
with  a nonchalent  finish.  Of 
more  significance  was  ihe  free 
kick  he  converted  for  Rangers 
against  Aberdeen  in  the  1987 
Skol  Cup  feral. ' which,  he 
bludgeoned  info  the  nefwith 
extraordinary  accuracy. 

In  those  peak  years  with 
Rangers.  Cooper ' serined  to 
have  a limited  interest  in 
international  football  and  the 
regimentation  it  now  requires, 
but  he  has  still  acquired  an  . 
international-,  reputation;.- 
When  asked,  a few  years  ago. 
about  Scottish  fbotBaflers-who 
had  impressed}^  the  great 
Dutch  player/-  -Ruud  Gullit 
immediately  launched  into  a 
eulogy  of  Cooper.  - 
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